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Newspaper Guild bidding on Knight-Ridder

By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)-Saying it seeks to get ahead of
the curve, not just react to a
done deal, The Newspaper
Guild (TNG) wants to get into
the newspaper business.
As a result, the 33,000member TNG/CommunicaWorkers of America unit
VOL. 111 tions
WEDNESDAY
is working with a workerNO. 19 friendly investment fund to bid
MARCH 22, 2006
for up to 12 Knight-Ridder
papers--including The Duluth
News-Tribune. Together, they
set up ValuePlus Media Corp.,
to try to engineer the purchase.
An employee stock ownership
plan is down the line.
If TNG succeeds, it would
mark an unusual development
in the newspaper business and
a change from unions’ normal
pattern of scrambling to bargain with new owners of a
business about the impact on
workers--often bad--of a sale.
It would also give unions a
gateway into a media world
now ruled by huge conglomerates, many of them anti-worker. That domination prompted
TNG to lead last year’s successful campaign against federal rules that encouraged
media concentration.
Most newspapers in the
U.S. are owned by media conSteve Backus and his sons Joe and Henry came from Clo- glomerates, or by chains. Exquet Saturday to attend the anti war rally.
amples are the 32-paper

Knight-Ridder chain and the
Chicago-based Tribune Corp.,
which owns the Chicago
Tribune, WGN cable and overthe-air television, Los Angeles
Times, Baltimore Sun, Newsday of New York, Hartford
Courant and other papers.
Ruling families control
other publicly owned papers,
including The New York
Times, The Washington Post
and the Wall Street Journal, all
TNG-organized.
The Guild’s decision and
search for a partner actually
started late last year, when
Knight-Ridder’s
biggest
shareholders forced its owners
to put it up for sale. Those
investment houses were disappointed with a flat stock price
and with the fact that profits at
the chain were below the
industry “norm”--which is
more than 20 percent.
Knight-Ridder announced
March 13 that Sacramentobased McClatchy Newspapers
would buy K-R’s papers for
what some analysts called a
“bargain basement price” of
$4.5 billion for the nation’s
second-largest paper chain.
That sale came with a caveat:
McClatchy plans to sell 12 of
Knight-Ridder’s largest papers
--including its three flagships,
Philadelphia Inquirer, San Jose
Mercury News and Miami
Herald--where it says growth

The news that the Duluth
News Tribune is up for sale
has workers at the paper concerned for their futures.
But the union that represents many of them is working
with a worker-friendly private
equity interested in buying the
News Tribune and 11 other
Knight Ridder papers.
“It’s too early to tell
whether The Newspaper Guild
led effort will be successful,
but I hope it is,” said Steve
Kuchera, president of the Lake
Superior Newspaper Guild,
which represents more than
100 News Tribune employees.
“It would be far preferable to
be bought by the Yucaipa
Companies than by some of
the other groups that have
expressed an interest in buying
the papers’ groups that would
likely slash wages and benefits
and harm the quality of the
paper.”
Potential buyers of the
papers include Gannett Co, the
country’s largest newspaper
publisher, which owns USA
Today,
and
Media
NewsGroup, which owns 40
dailies.
If Yucaipa gets the papers,
workers would have the
opportunity to become part
owners through an employee
stock ownership plan.
The Newspaper Guild

began exploring the possibility
of buying nine Knight Ridder
papers with Guild representation shortly after the corporation put itself up for sale last
year to satisfy a group of large
investors unhappy with the
corporation’s sliding share
price. Knight Ridder, however,
was interested only in selling
itself intact.
On March 13, it was
announced that McClatchy
Co. will buy Knight Ridder.
The Sacramento, Calif., newspaper publisher almost immediately announced that it
would sell 12 of the papers it
was buying, including the
Duluth News Tribune and the
community publications it
owns in Duluth, Superior,
Cloquet and Two Harbors.
Other papers up for sale
include the St. Paul Pioneer
Press,
the
Philadelphia
Inquirer and the San Jose
Mercury News. The 12 papers
include eight of the nine publications that The Newspaper
Guild and Yucaipa originally
wanted. Yucaipa plans to bid
for all 12 which, by some estimates, could sell for $1.5 billion to $2 billion.
Duluth Mayor Herb Bergson supports The Newspaper
Guild-Yucaipa effort. In a
March 15 letter, Bergson
asked McClatchy CEO Gary

An Injury To One Is An Injury To All!

is not fast enough or where
they compete with other
papers. To avoid antitrust
problems, if McClatchy were
to buy K-R’s St. Paul Pioneer
Press, it would sell it because
it owns the Minneapolis StarTribune across the river.
It’s in the sale of those 12
papers, including the unionized TNG papers in St. Paul,
Philadelphia--both papers-San Jose, Duluth, Akron,
Ohio, and elsewhere, that the
Guild is jumping in, says TNG
President Linda Foley.
“From the start, our goal
has been to facilitate a “worker friendly” buyout of these
newspapers that have a combined employment of approximately 7,000 and a combined
daily circulation of 1.3 million...We believe our team is a
viable and credible acquirer of
any and all of the newspapers
McClatchy has indicated it
intends to sell and we look forward to the opportunity to discuss our interest with
McClatchy. Our effort enjoys
the backing of The Yucaipa
Companies of Los Angeles,
the largest ‘worker-friendly’
fund in the nation, and the professional counsel of Duff &
Phelps Securities, LLC of
Chicago and Ownership
Associates of Cambridge,
See News Guild...page 6

Rally looks at 3 years of war News Tribune workers concerned for future
About 300 people, including many trade unionists, showed

up Saturday to commemorate the 3-year anniversary of the war
in Iraq. Starting from Minnesota Power’s plaza they marched
down Superior Street for a rally at the Public Library.
One of the rally speakers, Wanda Sayers, who helped organize her co-workers at the American Indian Community Housing
Organization into AFSCME Local 3558, said the U.S. must stop
the terrorism it is committing against other countries.
“We need to stop it,” Sayers said, “we need so speak out and
end it here first, we all need to be more outraged. We need to do
it here first with health care, with housing, with (an increased)
minimum wage. We need to stop the war on the poor, we need
to stop the war on the world.”
Bob Kosuth, a faculty union member at UWS, got everyone’s attention by saying, “The main problem isn’t Bush, or the
goons around Bush.” He said it is the system of liars and
enablers in the American system of politics.
“One party is aligned with the liars, one party is aligned with
the enablers,” Kosuth said. “Remember under Bill and Hillary
(Clinton) more people died under the sanctions and Hussein.”
What needs to be done about it is a clear alternative to the political system we have he said. He told people to watch for a new
socialist political organization, SPAR, in this area.
Ellie Schoenfeld, a poet and member of AFSCME Local 66,
recited a stirring poem entitled “Walking” that she wrote after
hearing remarks the Dalai Lama made following a conversation
with a Tibetan monk imprisoned by the Chinese. When asked
what the greatest danger he had faced while in prison, the monk
replied that every day he feared he might lose his compassion
for the Chinese. (See Schoenfeld’s poem “Walking” on page 7.)
Organized by the Northland Anti-War Coalition (NAWC)
and Students Against War (SAW), rally speakers said very few
people worldwide are buying into the Bush Administration’s
claims about the reason for their war or the results so far.
A few hecklers criticized the Duluth marchers, including
some people staying in the Radisson, who shouted out their
hotel room window that marchers were wasting their time.
As of this third anniversary of the Iraq war, its price tag has
risen to $251 billion, and cost 2,250 U.S. soldiers their lives as
See Rally...page 7

Pruitt to give “every consideration
to
the
Yucaipa
Companies.”
“Surely you will agree that
newspapers are vital parts of
the communities they serve,
and this spirit of service is best
manifested through good,
worker-friendly ownership,”
Bergson
wrote.
“The
McClatchy newspapers have a
deserved reputation for community service and I trust you
will take this vital factor into
consideration when determining which buyer will eventually purchase the News
Tribune.”
Kuchera met with Superior
Mayor Dave Ross Monday,
who said he will also support
the union's efforts with a letter
to McClatchy CEO Pruitt.

Wal-Mart abusing public health in 23 states L a b o r W o r l d P a g e s f r o m o u r P a s t
(Washington, March 15) - Retail giant Wal-Mart ranks
high or tops the list of companies with employees on the
state health care program for
uninsured residents in 23
states, according to a new

AFL-CIO report.
The Wal-Mart Tax: Shifting
Health Care Costs to Taxpayers quantifies the impact of
Wal-Mart’s refusal to provide
affordable employee health
care insurance on publicly

Radford workers get contract
Four days after being locked-out by their employer, The
Radford Company in West Duluth, 13 members of Cabinet
Makers & Millmen Local 1865, a Carpenter’s affiliate, were
able to get the best contract they’d negotiated in 18 years.
The workers had been without a contract for two years when
Radford manager Mike Walsh, gave his final, best offer, which
was terrible.
Locked out on Monday, March 6, workers put up picket
signs to that effect. That didn’t sit well with an Anderson
Window rep. that showed up on Tuesday. He evidently told
Walsh, “you get this settled or else.” Radford has an Anderson
assembly shop in the facility.
It also didn’t hurt that management found they needed the
workers after putting in 17 hour days during the lockout.
They called the union back to the table and gave the workers
something they could accept, their best contract in 18 years.

Heat & Frost Insulators Local 49

~Notice of Nominations~
At our next regularly scheduled meeting Friday,
April 14 we will accept nominations for Apprenticeship Coordinator. The election will be May 12.
~Dick Webber, Business Manager

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, April 11, 2006, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dick Lally, Business Manager (651) 646-4566

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, April 4, 1:00 p.m.
Ground Round, Duluth
SHEET METAL WORKERS
Special Orders of Business for
Duluth and Iron Range areas
The Duluth and Iron Range areas of Local 10 are
both invited to a Monday, April 10 meeting in the
Duluth Labor Temple with Ken Colombo of the
Sheet Metal Workers' National Pension Fund. He
will make a presentation on the Fund and answer
questions. The time and location are listed below.
Also, both areas will have a SPECIAL ORDER OF
BUSINESS to be conducted at their next meetings
concerning allocation of their May 1, 2006 wage
increases. Times and locations are:
The Duluth-Superior area SPECIAL ORDER OF
BUSINESS will be held in Wellstone Hall of the
Duluth Labor Temple, 2002 London Road, Duluth,
MN on Monday, April 10, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.
The Iron Range area SPECIAL ORDER OF
BUSINESS will be at the Hibbing Park Hotel, 1402
East Howard Street, Hibbing, MN on Tuesday, April
11, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.
All members are encouraged to attend all meetings.
~Dennis J. Marchetti, Business Representative
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funded state health care programs in 23 states.
“It’s wrong that large corporations – like Wal-Mart -weasel out of their duty to provide health insurance for their
employees and shift those
health care costs onto others,
much like deadbeat dads,” said
AFL-CIO President John
Sweeney. “As the nation’s
largest and most profitable private employer, Wal-Mart simply cannot justify dodging its
health care responsibilities.”
Wal-Mart’s refusal to pay
decent wages and provide
affordable health care insurance to its workers puts it atop
the list in at least 19 of the 23
states surveyed in the new
AFL-CIO report. For example, in Arizona and Maine,
roughly 10 percent of WalMart’s workers get their health
benefits from the state. In
Washington State, it’s almost
20 percent. More than 10,261
Georgia children had parents
working for Wal-Mart. In
New Jersey, Wal-Mart tops the
list of employers pushing
workers into state-provided
health care programs although
the retailer is only the state’s
eighth-largest employer.
Between 2001 and 2004,
the number of uninsured people in the U.S. rose by a staggering 5 million, with nearly
the entire increase accounted
for by a decline in employersponsored health insurance
coverage. Today, more than
one-quarter of workers in
companies with 500 or more
workers do not receive
employer-based
coverage,
according to a report by the
Commonwealth Fund. As a
result workers, taxpayers and
other businesses are forced to
pick up a staggering $113 billion when profitable companies refuse to shoulder their
employees’ health care costs.
The AFL-CIO and its
unions, together with progressive state legislators and other
allies, are launching and supporting Fair Share Health Care
legislation in more than 30
states to stop large, profitable
corporations such as Wal-Mart
from shifting health care insurance costs onto their local
communities.
For a copy of The WalMart Tax: Shifting Health
Care Costs to Taxpayers go to
www.aflcio.org/blog.

IBEW 31 & 242

Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., March 28
1:00 p.m.

Upper Deck

March 20, 1926--Industrialist Henry Ford's belief that a
shorter work week will stimulate the economy is in direct
opposition to the Duluth Citizen's Alliance policies.
March 21, 1936--No communists will be seated at the
state convention of the Minn. Farmer-Labor association, the
central committee decided.
March 22, 1956--Duluth voters this week changed their
municipal government to the strong mayor-council by the
narrow margin of 568 votes out of a 32,806 total.
March 18, 1976--Jerry Cleveland and the Duluth AFLCIO Central Labor Body have requested the School Board
consider someone from organized labor who resides in western Duluth be appointed to fill a vacancy. Only one board
member lives west of Lake Ave. and none are strong labor.
March 20, 1996--MN Republican U.S. Sen. Rod Gramms
continued his unbelievable record of not once ever having
voted correctly on a worker’s issue the AFL-CIO reported.

RETIREMENT PARTY
for
BUTCH ANTTILA

Sheet Metal Workers Local 10
Saturday, April 8th * 5 to 10 p.m.
Aurora Community Center

from

14th Annual
Construction Safety Day
Thursday, March 30, 2006
Duluth Entertainment & Convention Center

As always, there will be informative
sessions on a variety of practical,
hands-on topics, including some new (N)
topics and presenters.

Workshop Topics:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Aerial Lift Platforms
Air Quality and Temporary Heat (N)
Back Injury Protection
Construction Fatalities in 2005
CPR Training
Cranes (Mobile)
Crash Management (N)
Crisis Management
Drug and Alcohol Awareness
Environmental Jobsite Hazards
Fall Protection
First Aid Training
Heavy Equipment
Highway Watch/Homeland Security (N)
Hours-of-Service Requirements
Jobsite Hazards (N)
Jobsite Security
Longer Combination Vehicles (N)
Managing the Workforce
MNOSHA Inspections
Pre-Task Planning
Scaffolding (Welded Frame)
Small Spills (N)
Stormwater Rules and Compliance
Trenching and Excavating
Underground Work and Hit Procedures
Zero Injury

For registration information, visit
the AGC website - www.agcmn.org or call 1-800-552-7670
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NWA Pilots, Attendants say
yes, Machinists balk on pact
Can you believe Knight
Ridder is selling off its papers
due to poor profits? With a 2025 percent profit margin goal
only Big Pharma can match, it
still wasn’t good enough for
some stockholders. Those type
of investors need better financial advice. They evidently
need to be in riskier stocks if
they need that return.
Some folks are saying the
sale is because the day of the
fishwrap is over. That websites, blogs, listservs, etc. have
bypassed the old black and
white and read all over. I’m
still into getting my hands
dirty, soy-based ink, please,
when I ingest the news.
Those people that wax
philosophic about the end of
the newspaper era are the
types that will sit at a computer all day checking their
favorite sites to be sure they
haven’t missed anything,
returning all day to their blogs
to see what some anonymous
writer has submitted now that
they’ve read their newspaper.
Unsigned letters to a cyberspace editor.
I’ve always felt News-Tribune management thought
they were in competition with

~NOTICE~
Next issues of Labor World
are April 5 & 19, May 10
& 24, June 7 & 28, July 12
& 26, Aug. 9 & 30, Sept.
13 & 27, Oct. 11 & 25,
Nov. 8 & 21, Dec. 6 & 20.

LABOR WORLD
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local television news, which is
a joke. DNT doesn’t cover
press conferences often unless
they can have the story before
the 6:00 o’clock news. At the
event, those hosting it will fall
all over themselves to get TV
coverage, which will amount
to 15 seconds like it carries the
weight of gold but is actually
bouillon cubes to a real supper.
All form and arrogance and no
substance.
And while Knight Ridder
owners and managers were
sleeping, the internet did them
in? I don’t think so. They’ve
got their own websites and
internet businesses. Hell, even
the Labor World has a website
to which I say big deal. It has
no counter on it to gauge hits,
probably because I don’t even
have a computer at home. You
could hardly expect me to
have a clue could you?
But a lot of us don’t need to
feel like we’ve in sync with
every exact moment in time.
I’d much prefer to have my
newspaper in the morning,
read what I deem important,
put it away and get on with my
life. Tomorrow morning will
be soon enough to find out
what I’ve missed out on as
I’ve gone through the oblivion
that was the rest of today.
I don’t need to know what
everyone is saying and thinking right now. In fact I don’t
want to know. As I’ve often
said, “Yes, I realize I’m in the
wrong line of work.” The
dependence on, and the importance of, technology has morphed into my being able to
stand in line at the convenience store, which was once a
gas station, and listen to the
gal in front of me talking loudly on her cell phone as she’s
being transacted telling someone about her whacked
boyfriend who wouldn’t leave
her apartment last night and
was terrorizing her cat in his
drunken stupor. Spare me.
We can only hope that the
DNT falls into the hands of the
Newspaper Guild as reported
on page one stories. Can you
imagine how mortified the
business community must be?
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Now this town is really going
to hell. There would undoubtedly be an advertising boycott
of the paper so they could start
their own paper or buy Connect Duluth’s blog. Clean it up
of course.
That’d be kind of like when
the Labor World was founded
in 1896 because labor was
ignored by robber baron owners. Or like the capitalists’
strike in Venezuela recently.
It would never come to that
because anyone with enough
business sense to run a newspaper would realize you have
to kiss business butt to survive.
H-E-L-L-O-O-O?
This merger frenzy in
media circles will not serve the
public well. Look at FOX
News and decide if you’re getting an unbiased viewpoint.
You won’t get fair and reasonable from new technology
sources either. Or old ones like
the Labor World, either, huh?

This Day In History
from

www.workdayminnesota.org

March 22, 1886

By Michael Kuchta, Editor, St. Paul Union Advocate
(PAI)--In yet more chapters of the continuing saga that bankrupt Northwest Airlines puts its workers through, the Airline
Pilots agreed on a new pact with the carrier on March 3. Their
flight attendants reached agreement on March 1. But the story
isn’t over, yet. That’s because two of the three units of
Machinists-represented ground workers rejected their proposed
deal, where Northwest imposed $190 million in cuts and fired
2,500 of them. The rejection could prompt NWA to kill their old
pacts, triggering a strike, their IAM district president said.
Details of the ALPA contract, whose existence was disclosed
at a federal bankruptcy court hearing in New York, were
unavailable, pending a vote by the 6,000 ALPA members--both
flying and furloughed--at the carrier. Few details were available
of the Professional Flight Attendants Association (PFAA) contract with Northwest.
IAM District 143 President Bobby DePace said the 7,677member Clerical-Office-Fleet-Passenger Service group of
workers accepted the new pact. But the 5,632-member
Equipment Service-Stock Clerks unit and the 42 Flight
Simulator Technicians and their support specialists rejected it.
Northwest wanted to cut the IAM workers’ pay by 11.5 percent, rather than the 19 percent cut it sought in bankruptcy
court. It also wanted to replace the IAM workers’ “faltering
pension plan with the IAM National Pension Plan,” cut 2,500
jobs, reduce health care benefits and close stations, IAM added.
“The anger and frustration among all employee groups at
Northwest Airlines was evident throughout the voting process,”
said DePace. “In the end, management failed to convince a
majority of the workforce the proposal was appropriate or that
they could be trusted to honor their commitments.” DePace
expects to return to bargaining, but if negotiations don’t succeed, the two groups of ground workers will be forced to strike.
The ALPA pact came two days after Northwest forced its
Flight Attendants, represented by an independent union, to
accept yet another agreement the carrier forced on its workers.
The alternative, it has repeatedly said in bankruptcy court, is to
kill all its union contracts, or shut down.
ALPA’s bargainers took the tentative pact to its Master
Executive Council at the Minneapolis-based airline. Before
ALPA and Northwest reached the deal, the pilots voted by a 92
percent-8 percent margin to authorize a strike. Northwest wanted ALPA to provide $612 million in concessions. The pilots are
working under a temporary agreement that provides $480 million in concessions, including pay cuts of 38.9 percent.
The pilots do not want to strike, said Capt. Mark McClain,
chair of ALPA's Northwest MEC, before the latest pact was
reached, but will if forced to. "Northwest pilots have given historical sacrifices to help save our company, but management
continues to overreach by demanding even more," he said.
"Employees have been asked, and frankly steamrolled, to
make huge sacrifices in this bankruptcy process," said Karen
Schultz, spokeswoman for the Professional Flight Attendants
Association, which represents 9,700 members at Northwest.
She released one detail: The pact keeps full job protection for
attendants, rejecting Northwest's attempt to outsource work to
foreign nationals on international flights.
That accomplishment, she said, enhances job security for
flight attendants not only at Northwest, but in the rest of the
industry as well.
The Northwest-PFAA deal provides the $195 million in concessions Northwest says it needs to emerge from bankruptcy-and then some. "I think we're giving more than $195 million,"
Schultz said, which will "cause a lot of pain" for employees.
Northwest negotiators consistently misrepresented the value
of concessions, she said. "So why did we use them? For fear
of this court, for fear of abrogation”--an end to the contract.
“The bottom line is, it's tough to work out a fair deal under these
rules. Bankruptcy proceedings are very unfriendly to labor."
PFAA's negotiating committee will not make a recommendation on whether to ratify the tentative agreement. Its deal
with Northwest was reached just hours before Bankruptcy
Judge Alan Gropper’s scheduled hearing on the airline’s plan to
kill the union’s contract.

Mark Tw a i n, a lifelong
member of the International
Typographical Union, gave a
speech entitled, “Knights of
Labor:The New Dynasty,” in
which he extolled the
Knights’ commitment to fair
treatment of all workers,
regardless of race or gender.
“When all the bricklayers,
and all the machinists, and
all the miners, and blacksmiths, and printers, and
hod-carriers, and stevedores, and housepainters,
and brakemen, and engineers...and factory hands,
and all the shopgirls, and all
the sewing machine women,
and all the telegraph operators, in a word, all the myriads of toilers in whom is
slumbering the reality of
that thing which you call
Power...when these rise, call
the vast spectacle by any
deluding name that will
please your ear, but the fact
"The only people who want us in Iraq are Iran
remains that a Nation has
and al-Qaida."
~Rep. John Murtha
risen,” he said.

“Quote, Unquote”
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Sure Democracy would be nice in the Middle East, but how about here?
By
Molly Ivins
AUSTIN, Texas -Good news: The
Bush people have
put out a new
“strategy.” The bad
news is it’s the
same as the old one.
The Pentagon's strategic
review plan again commits us
to promoting democracy hither and yon through such effective means as pre-emptive war,
bombing and other good stuff.
This is the same plan we’ve

been working from, with
mixed results so far. In the
Middle East, the Palestinians
had an election and put Hamas
in charge. That didn’t seem to
make anyone happy. Lebanon
had an election and put
Hezbollah in charge. The theory that democracy would solve
all problems is especially
dicey in Iraq. The Iraqis have
now elected an entire government, but they don’t seem to
be able to get it to gel. Meanwhile, we are committed to
forcing democracies into exis-

Bryce Sjoquist of Painters & Allied Trades 106 was among
over a dozen members of a number of Building Trades
unions, including retirees, who donated their time to help
remodel the Carlton County Friends of Animals building
in Cloquet this month.

tence as though they were so
many slow spring bulbs.
I do like the idea of supporting democracy, however,
and think we should try it -especially here in the U.S. of
A. To this end, a couple of
dandy ideas are now circulating, and I think they’re worth
your support and excitement.
For ages, all good reformers have wanted to get rid of
the Electoral College and have
direct popular election of presidents, instead. The disastrous
election in 2000 finally culminated in Bush v. Gore, a
Supreme Court decision so
bad even the court disowned it
at the time.
Every nightmare scenario
about just how screwed up
things could get with the
Electoral College all came
true. What a giant mess: a textbook case of why the Electoral
College is toxic piffle. But the
desire to Do Something about
the mess in 2000 burned itself
out. The Republicans who
took over Congress are just not
natural reformers.
Trouble is, the system has
just about “ruint” presidential
elections, which now turn on a
handful of swing states, while
everyone else is ignored.
While millions of dollars,
hours of political ads and
hordes of politicians descend
every four years on the swing
states, you can barely tell
there's an election going on in
the rest of the country. Should
you live safely tucked into a
solidly red or blue state, your
vote is unsought, uncounted
and unnecessary -- we know
how your state’s votes will be
cast whether you vote or not.
There is a new move promoted by the Campaign for a
National Popular Vote to endrun all the problems normally
associated with abolishing the
Electoral College. This is a
state-by-state effort to instruct
each state's electors to vote for

When You Need It Done Today!
• SGI is the only UNION AUTO
GLASS SHOP in the Twin Ports

For ANY Glass Need

SGI

SUPERIOR GLASS INC.

• The next time you need your
windshield installed call the LOCAL,
UNION auto glass company that
backs its work with experience
• Painters & Allied Trades Local 106
members, Scott Swanson, Randy Ellison, and
Nate Kiminski have over 20 years of
auto glass experience

Texas redistricting case. True,
if the Supreme Curt reverses
the appalling Texas plan, the
guy most likely to benefit is
Rep. Tom DeLay (he would
get back a slew of Republican
voters he gave away), but sest
la vye. Gerrymandering congressional districts -- an art
form long practiced by both
parties -- may have an aged
pedigree, but like money in
politics, it has gone so far that
it is destroying democracy.
With computers, districts
can be drawn to such perfect
political one-sidedness that
there is, in fact, no point in
holding elections at all. The
Supreme Court is highly
unlikely to stop this process
entirely, but even a check on it
would be useful.
There is another simple,
elegant solution for this problem. Iowa already uses it -- a
nonpartisan redistricting commission. The result is that
three of Iowa’s four congressional seats are competitive.
Politicians actually have to go
out and listen to voters in order
to get elected.
In most districts, re-election is so automatic it might as
well be a hereditary right.
When at least 98 percent of
Congress gets re-elected every
year, one really has to question
whether democracy exists at
all in this country. Now's our
chance -- sign us up for the
Pentagon democracy plan.
© 2006 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

www.creators.com
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I want to help
you save money.

(218) 728-6803

FREE
GLASSES!

Call me today!
You may qualify for
money-saving auto
insurance discounts.

Jerome E Siljendahl Agency
2002 London Rd Ste 200
(218) 728-6803 Bus
Duluth, MN 55812
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Bifocals • Trifocals • No Lines
Prescription Sunglasses
(even progressive no-line & flat tops)
with purchase of glasses

Purchase one pair of
Vision-Pro Glasses
get the second pair FREE!*

Let us handle your insurance claims!

823 Belknap • Superior WI

394-5588 • 722-7400 • 1-888-899-6369

We can do repairs at your site or in our new service center!

Serving this area for over 60 years!
PAGE 4

whichever candidate gets the
most popular votes nationwide. Look at 2004: A switch
of 60,000 votes in Ohio would
have thrown the entire election
to John Kerry, despite the fact
that George Bush was 3 million votes ahead nationwide.
The Campaign for a National Popular Vote has a
dandy new approach. Instead
of trying to amend the
Constitution through a long,
difficult process that can and
will be stalled by small sates,
the campaign proposes a simpler, elegant solution. According to the Constitution, each
state legislature can instruct its
own electors to cast their votes
however the state decides,
usually as winner-take-all for
whichever candidate carries
the state. But there is no reason
a state legislature cannot
instruct its electors to vote for
whomever wins the popular
vote.
Democracy! What a concept! The states can do this
one-by-one, subscribing to an
interstate compact that would
take effect when enough states
join to elect the actual winner - a majority of the 538 electoral votes.
Wouldn’t it be fun? Candidates campaigning everywhere -- everyone’s vote wanted? Democrats in Texas,
Republicans in New York, all
sought after, cared about as
though we actually matter.
Yes, this would make campaigns harder on candidates
and probably more expensive,
as well. And that in turn makes
public campaign financing all
the more likely. Yea!
Another potentially hopeful development lurks in the

OPTICAL
DULUTH • SUPERIOR
GRAND RAPIDS • CLOQUET
*Must be of equal or lesser value: select from
special collection of frames and plastic lenses.

2700 W. Michigan St.

GAS - DIESEL
GROCERIES
OPEN 24 HOURS
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2006 Community Service awards presented
The 21st Annual Duluth
AFL-CIO Community Services Awards Banquet honored
a number of people, businesses and organizations for making this area a better place to
live and work. Joe Wiesinger
Community Services awards
went to Craig Olson and
Lakehead Constructors March
16 at the packed banquet at the
Radisson Hotel. Over 100 people attended the event.
Olson, business manager of
Painters & Allied Trade Local
106 and president of the
Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council, said his
philosophy has always been
that if you are going to belong
to an organization you might
as well be active and participate. He thanked his family,

who were in attendance, for
putting up with his being gone
so much for work and volunteering.
Minnesota AFL-CIO President Ray Waldron and State
Building Trades President
Dick Anfang were in attendance and spoke of Olson’s
commitment to labor and his
community.
Anfang, who is also from
the Painters union, said Olson,
like Joe Wiesinger, “doesn’t
need to be asked, because he
recognizes a need and acts.”
Olson presented Brian
Maki, one of Lakehead Constructors owners, with the
employer Wiesinger award.
“We’d all be a lot better off
if there were more Lakehead
Constructors,” Olson said.

“They are always there to support our efforts and do so
much more we don’t even
know about.”
Maki said he has been with
Lakehead Constructors for 15
years of its 90 year history.
“I learned well from Dennis Hallberg that the company
is always bigger than any one
employee,” Maki said referencing the former owner and
current chairman of the board.
Maki said the culture at the
company is one of helping
when asked whether it’s for
the Letter Carriers Food Drive,
or when they see a need as
employees did recently for
victims of Katrina and by
reaching in their pockets to
donate $2700 to a guard at
MinnTac who had lost her
daughter.
The Helen Horral Award
was presented to AFSCME
Local 66 retiree Ed Carlson,
who was a member of
Carpenters Local 361 after
World War II but went to work
as a carpenter for St. Louis
County in 1958. He has been
retired since 1983 but hasn’t
slowed down much.
Director’s Awards went to
Judy
Wallberg of AFSCME 66
Nine UCAN (Union Community Activist Training) graduand
the
Duluth Firefighters
ates were also recognized at the awards banquet.
Local 101 Honor Guard.
Wallberg, who was unable
to attend the banquet due to a
recent surgery, said he parental
upbringing makes it impossible to say “no” when she’s
asked to volunteer. From her
union work in Virginia to
blood drives, American Cancer Society to being a Great
Scott Township supervisor,
volunteering is a labor of love.
In 1997 Firefighters 101
members Chris Martinson and
Perry Ludwig decided there
was a need for a Firefighters
Honor Guard for funerals.
Since that time they have
expanded their duties to many
other events in the region.
realized that it was
Hermantown High School Auditorium only“We
through our union that an
Call to order at 7:00 p.m.
honor guard could be formulated because of a strapped
Prize drawings, coffee and a
city budget,” said Martinson in
accepting the award. The 18
light snack to follow
volunteers raise money with a
golf event so they can perform
throughout the state.

Together
We’re
Better!

Craig Olson, left, of Painters & Allied Trades Local 106,
and Lakehead Constructors, represented by Brian Maki,
right, one of the owners, were presented with Duluth AFLCIO Community Service Joe Weisinger Awards March 16.

AFSCME 66 retiree Ed Carlson, president of the AFSCME
Council 96 Retiree Assn., was honored with the 2006 Helen
Horral Award. Past winners, also AFSCME retirees, are
Lorraine Reinke, left, and Helen Wisneski.

So join us
for our
Annual
Meeting

Tuesday, March 28

We want to hear your opinions
of your credit union.

Games for kids & free childcare provided!

You have a vote with us! See You There!

Duluth Firefighters Local 101’s Honor Guard received a
Director’s Award for their volunteer efforts that go beyond
firefighter duties. Left to right are Chris Martinson, Peter
Dane, and Sandra Solem.
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AUTOMOTIVE

Hermantown Office
4477 LaVaque Road

Duluth Office
2002 London Road

729-7733

728-3850
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News Guild bidding on Knight Ridder...from page 1
Mass.,” Foley added.
TNG also has an ally in the
Knight-Ridder Council, which
links workers at the unionized
papers in that chain. The
council was founded after
complaints arose, before the
sale, that Knight-Ridder was
trying to boost profits by cutting news. It pledges itself to
quality newspapering, as
“community watchdogs,” and
with unionized workers.
“We stand for quality journalism that animates civic life
and provides readers with the
information they need to be
active, well-informed citizens,
newspapers devoting sufficient resources to local news
to adequately fill their crucial
roles of community watchdogs

and informants and newspaper
companies that maintain a reasonable profit margin and
avoid short-term strategies that
artificially boost earnings
while stripping away resources required for long-term
growth,” said the council,
headed by Henry Holcomb of
TNG/CWA Local 38010 at the
Philadelphia Inquirer.
Besides Minnesota, Philadelphia, Akron and San Jose,
the council also includes
members from Grand Forks,
N.D., Seattle, Kansas City and
Lexington, Ky.
The council also backs “a
well-trained and stable workforce with the experience,
knowledge and economic and
job security to provide excep-

tional service to readers,
advertisers and communitybased organizations, partnerships with unions, papers and
communities
to
muster
resources for training current
and future workers through
mentoring and apprenticeship”
and “recruitment and retention
of newspaper workers whose
gender, race, religion, ethnicity and sexual orientation
reflects the rich diversity of
our communities,” among
other goals. And it wants to
establish advisory committees
in each Knight-Ridder paper’s
community so that “community members take an active role
in the well-being of their
newspapers.”
Dick Webber, seated, is learning the ropes of being the new
Business Manager of Insulators Local 49 from President
Wade Lee, left, and Don Holte, who Webber defeated in the
recent election but who has been good enough to stay and
help him in the transition.

© 2005 MPAAT

Webber elected by Insulators
Dick Webber was elected to a 3-year term as Business Manager of Heat & Frost Insulators Local 49 March 10.
All other officers of the local retained their positions. They
are President Wade Lee, Vice President Garth Lee, Recording
Secretary Randy Neumann, and Financial Secretary Gerry
Nervick. The Apprenticeship Coordinator Position will be filled
during nominations and an election over the next two months.
Webber, a native of Gary-New Duluth who now resides in
Blackhoof Township, first started in the trade in 1975. He has
been a member of the local since 1988, serving most recently on
the Executive Board. He also was an Apprenticeship Committee
instructor for six years.
“The work picture has been relatively strong recently and we
hope that can continue,” said Webber. “Things look favorable
for our 61 members with a lot of big jobs showing promise of
actually happening.”
There are only two Insulators locals in Minnesota, which
gives Local 49 a large jurisdictional area.
“Our area is from North Dakota across northern Minnesota,
in fact as far south as Pine City, across northern Wisconsin into
two counties in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula,” said Webber.
“We’re pipe insulators, who work on boilers and tanks and
lines, insulating for heat and frost. We’ve got members working
right now, for instance, on boats that are laid up for winter in the
Twin Ports.”
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Need Help?
Concerned about personal relationships, emotional
difficulties, alcohol or drug abuse, or other problems?
The Community Services Program sponsored by the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body and the United Way of
Greater Duluth can help. If you need to talk Call 728-1779.

Community Services Program
Duluth Labor Temple
2002 London Road, Room 94
Yvonne Harvey, Director

With help, you’re up to 7 times more likely to quit smoking.
So contact QUITPLAN services today for free support.
SM
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1-888-354-PLAN
quitplan.com
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Iraq united against occupation
By Mark Gruenberg, PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON--Regardless of differences over politics
and power Iraqis are united against the U.S. occupation an Iraqi
speaker told U.S. unionists March 15. Speaking at an AFL-CIO
forum sponsored by U.S. Labor Against The War, Dr. Rashid
Zidan, a Baghdad pharmacist who runs an organization caring
for widows and orphans, declared “everyone loves his country
and everyone will fight if someone occupies his country.”
Zidan spoke after the group unveiled a film about last year’s
U.S. tour by six Iraqi labor leaders, also sponsored by USLAW,
and subsequent developments of anti-war views within the
union movement. Afterwards, participants marched by memorial candlelight to the White House, a block away.
The meeting was the first of several in Washington, and preceded more than 500 nationwide in the weekend of March 1718, protesting the Iraqi war, on the third anniversary of its start.
The film included footage of last year’s AFL-CIO convention, which saw the labor movement adopt its first-ever opposition to a federal government-pushed war. The resolution called
for “rapid” withdrawal of troops from Iraq.
“After three years, we have seen huge damage to schools, to
roads, to hospitals” and other institutions, she said. Some hospitals are without basic medicine, one lacks even antiseptics for
surgery and a surgeon friend in that same institution “told me he
had to use candles for an operation because there is no electricity. We had electricity before the war.”
Though a majority of U.S. people say the war was a mistake,
polls show a split on what to do about it. That’s because people
here do not know the actual conditions on the ground, Zidan
added. Her tour, that of other female Iraqis, and the labor tour
last year are designed to bring information to the U.S. she said-and to show Iraqis’ determination that the troops must go.
“Human rights, womens’ rights and childrens’ rights all have
been heavily impacted in Iraq,” Zidan said. Iraqis are so bitter
that “we have to try to change the bad picture of America that is
in the heads of our children.”
The U.S. troops in Iraq have also been responsible for the
insurgency there, Zidan said. One reason is they let one sect
take over the Iraqi Interior Ministry--the national police ministry--and establish militias which then carried out reprisals on
other sects. Another is because U.S. leaders listened to Iraqi
politicians who lived in the U.S. and Britain who lobbied for the
war. The “first two lies” the Bush administration used to justify the war, Zidan said, were presence of weapons of mass
destruction and ties between Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein and
the terrorist organization Al-Qaeda, which attacked the U.S in
2001. “The third lie” is a potential civil war.
Zidan added she would have a hard time, when she returns
to Iraq, of convincing its people most of the U.S. opposes the
war. “All they see are Humvees, tanks and Abu Ghraib,” the
Hussein-era prison where U.S. forces tortured Iraqi prisoners.
She dismissed the argument that a gradual pullout, or none at
all, would prevent that 3-way civil war between Iraqi Shiite
Moslems, Sunni Moslems and Kurds. “If we leave, civil war
will not come,” she said.
“But if everything stays like
this, the violence will increase
and there will be more and
more victims.”
Zidan appealed to the
group to “create a force working all in one direction” for
immediate withdrawal of all
U.S. troops from Iraq.

Rally looks
at war...from page 1
well as 16,500 combat
wounded, along with 28,000
Iraqi civilians, and 4,000 Iraqi
police and military.
NAWC will sponsor a
forum “Is Iran Next? A Look
at the Increasing U.S. War
Moves Against Iran” on
Saturday, April 15 at 3:00 p.m.
at the Chester Creek Cafe,
19th Ave. E. & 8 St. Find more
at www.northlandwar.org or
www. geocities.com/northsaw.
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WA L K I N G
A Tibetan prayer wheel
turns and turns,
sends prayers to the universe
with every revolution.
And now it is my feet,
all our feet,
walking,
one foot then another,
over and over,
every step a prayer
to stave off the horror
at the edges of our stomachs.
Every step a prayer.
One for the young man murdered,
one for each of the killers,
one for the people
who drove past the intersection
and did not stop,
one for me and the hope
that I would not do
the same thing.
Every step a prayer.
One for the woman found
long dead in a house
not far from me,
one for her killer,
one for the others
who beat her.
Every step a prayer.
One for the woman shot down,
one for the neighbors
who heard the shots
and did not respond,
one for me and the hope
that I would not do
the same thing,
one for the husband
who pulled the trigger
over and over.
Every step a prayer.
One for the people
who are buying a gun.
Who are buying a gun
because enough is enough,

By Ellie Schoenfeld
because the prayer of walking
over and over together
is too slow
and the chamber of a gun
keeps on turning
sending its message to the universe.
It tells the lie
that this is the answer,
that what goes around
comes around
through its barrel.
A gun demands a sacrifice,
an enemy,
the willingness to kill.
A gun says follow me
and I will keep you safe.
I will be there
when you need me.
I will be there
when you think you need me.
I will be there
Ellie
when you are not sure
Schoenfeld
but something happens fast,
I will be there.
Ask the questions later.
Better yet
don't ask the questions at all,
just buy a gun.
Shoot first and join in the prayer
of the chamber spinning and spinning,
that metallic prayer
that stops the feet from moving.
That stops the feet
from sending the prayers of movement,
of walking together,
one foot then another,
every step a prayer
to stave off the horror.
Every step a prayer
of walking together,
walking together,
walking together,
walking together.

Ellie Schoenfeld’s work is included in an anthology "The Moon Rolls Out of Our
Mouths"(Calyx Press, 2005), and on a new CD "Almost Through the Rinse Cycle" with
music by Sara Thomsen, Beverly Johnson, Kathy McTavish, John Ward, and Jim Hall. Her
material is available at Sunhillow and Northern Lights books, and from the trunk of her car.
A reading Saturday, March 25, 7:30 p.m. in St. Scholastica’s Somer’s Lounge will feature
Schoenfeld, Deborah Cooper, Ann Niedringhaus, Anne Simpson, and Candace Ginsberg.

[ repetitive injury ]

Week after week you go to work. Doing the
same task. Over and over. Then one day you
notice that your back or neck hurts. Statistics
show that in Minnesota more than 8,000
workers are injured on the job each year due
to repeated activity. And that’s only the ones
we hear about. If you’re injured on the job you
need proven statistics working for you. We
have over 50 years of trial experience and a

1 3 0 W. S u p e r i o r S t .
Duluth, MN 55802

team approach to personal injury cases. Fact

218-727-5384
800-535-1665
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DFL straw poll at precinct caucuses give many candidates optimism
The attendance at Minnesota’s March 7 precinct caucuses wasn’t enough to get
anyone too excited. Two years
ago it did as it had tripled from
2002. Don’t try to tell the DFL
candidates who did well in this
year’s caucus straw poll or
party functionaries that attendance wasn’t important.
“The projected turnout was
the highest in a non-presidential year for almost a quarter
century,” said Minnesota DFL

Chair Brian Melendez. “This
year’s precinct caucuses are a
major success, due in large
part to the thousands of volunteers who organized in every
one of the 4,125 precincts in
Minnesota.”
Sure, caucuses are important because delegates for the
state conventions get their
starts there, but it’s the straw
poll that makes caucuses sexy
for candidates as they find out
how they fare so far with the

Abramoff/DeLay disgrace
revives North Marianas bill
WASHINGTON (PAI)--Congressional corruption scandals
that disgraced GOP lobbyist Jack Abramoff and his friend, former House Majority Leader Tom DeLay (R-Texas), may have
revived a pro-worker bill, involving the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), that the two blocked.
Rep. George Miller (D-Calif.), top Democrat on the House
Education/Workforce committee, intends to revise and reintroduce his bill to put CNMI under U.S. labor law. This time, it
may pass. Miller introduced the bill several years ago after
unions exposed rampant abuses of imported Chinese workers.
Overseers imported hundreds of workers from mainland
China, often forcing them to pay hundreds of dollars each to
come to CNMI for apparel industry jobs the overseers promised
would be better and higher-paying than in the People’s
Republic. But once the Chinese workers got to CNMI, they
were housed in dormitories behind barbed wire, paid sub-minimum wages and subjected to appalling conditions, U.S. unions
reported. Because CNMI is a U.S. trust area, the goods they
made there could be labeled “Made in the USA” and imported
to the U.S. duty-free, costing U.S. jobs.
Unions and Miller raised the issue and tried to get the GOPrun House to pass legislation extending U.S. labor law to
CNMI. But that’s where Abramoff and DeLay stepped in. The
CNMI government hired the kingpin lobbyist.
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party faithful.
Other parties do not hold
straw polls but they generally
don’t have multiple candidates
for the same race either. No
need to bother.
So two weeks after the caucuses here are the numbers
with 95 percent of the 4,124
precincts, and 120,792 votes,
reporting:
U.S. Senate (26,271 votes)
Ford Bell 15.5%
Amy Klobuchar 77.3%
Undecided/Other 7.2%
Governor (26,138 votes)
Kelly Doran 6.4%
Mike Hatch 38.9%
Steve Kelley 22.1%
Becky Lourey 22.5%
Ole Savior 0.3%
Undecided/Other 9.8%
Hatch won in seven of the
eight congressional districts,
losing only this region’s
District 8 to Lourey by about
45 to 35 percent.

Kelley did well in Districts
3 and 5, finishing within a percentage point of Hatch.
Lourey carried Duluth by a
4 to 1 margin over Kelley.
Attorney General
(23,899 votes)
Matt Entenza 81.9%
Undecided/Other 18.1%
Secretary of State
(22,358)
Christian Sande 15.9%
Dick Franson 5.4%
Mark Ritchie 37.9%
Undecided/Other 40.8%
State Auditor (19,157)
Reggie Edwards 12.5%
Rebecca Otto 46.3%
Undecided/other 41.2%
The large number of undecided voters is curious for people interested enough to give
up a Tuesday night for early
season grassroots politics.
At the Proctor/Midway
Township caucus 15 people

discussed and passed resolutions in support of universal
health care, a constitutional
amendment for health care,
creating a single health care
pool of school district employees in the state which could
lead to a pool for all public
employees in Minnesota, a
continuing budget resolution
to avoid government shutdowns, a federal balanced
budget, an excess profits tax,
taxing the rich, and a motor
vehicle transportation tax as
well as a gas tax increase.
Discussion was lively
about the need to return to
government fulfilling a role of
being there “for the common
good.”
Many labor delegates will
be among those moving on to
county unit, senate district,
congressional district, and
then the state convention to
start an important election
year.

“I’m sorry.
You don’t have a claim.”
If you are injured in an

accident, the insurance adjuster
may tell you that you don’t have a
claim, or try to convince you to
accept less compensation to
settle your claim without legal
advice. That is his job.
But you don’t have to take his
word for it. You have the legal
right to hire an attorney and have
fair compensation determined in
a court of law.
At Falsani, Balmer, Peterson,
Quinn and Beyer, there is no
charge for legal services unless
we settle or win your case. That’s
our job.
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