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Tuesday’s election big for labor
With voter turnout expected
to be very low for the General
Election next Tuesday, Nov. 8,
each vote carries that much
more weight.
“We really need our base to
take the time to vote,” said Dan
O’Neill, Duluth AFL-CIO
Central Labor Body President.
“There isn’t even a mayor’s
VOL. 117 contest to get voters to the
NO. 9 polls, but labor will be living
with Tuesday’s results for
many years. We need to turnout
and vote for our candidates and
referendums and levies.”
Mayor Don Ness is running
unopposed. He has a strong
approval rating, except with his
public employees, as he enters
his second four-year term.
That places city council races
at the top of the ticket. At stake
are what dominant interests
will control the city council and
school board.
Referendums and levies are
on the ballot in many voting
districts as a direct result of the
state abdicating its responsibility to local government.
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Parks/Libraries, Schools
In pitching the parks referendum to the Central Body,
Ness said this will be a turnout
Dan Olson, Laborers Local 1091 Business Mgr., wasn’t election with winners detergoing to speak at a jobs press conference but when tea party mined by voters motivated
enough to vote.
types disrupted it he had had enough of the bickering.

Tea partiers disrupt jobs press conference
A press conference in the
Civic Center Oct. 21 asking for
the jobs crisis to be addressed
by repairing crumbling infrastructure turned ugly even
before it began as tea party supporters of Rep. Chip Cravaack
began disrupting it 10 minutes
before it started. They kept at it
for nearly an hour.
The seven Cravaack supporters shouted down speakers
and others there in support of
jobs, walked up to the podium
and interrupted speakers, and
shouted that they deserved
equal time.
Led by Tom Wright, a member of the Great Lakes sailors
USW Local 5000 and a former
Superior bar owner, and Jerry

Kortesmaki, owner of London
Road Rental Center, the
exchanges got so heated that
two police squads showed up.
Minnesotans for a Fair
Economy and local residents
called the press conference in
an attempt to get an answer
from Cravaack over why
unsafe bridges in the Northland
are not slated for investment.
Wright yelled it wasn’t
Cravaack’s fault, it was his
predecessor Jim Oberstar’s
fault for spending money on
bike paths apparently unaware
that Oberstar had been the
expert in Congress on transportation and infrastructure.
Heather Yun, a concerned
constituent, says she’s been
sending pictures and data
regarding dangerously degraded bridges to Cravaack’s office
since September with no
response. The podium had photos of area roads and bridges
that needed work. Information
on bridge and road work that
need attention is available from
Transportation For America at
http://t4america.org/state
facts/minnesota/
James Corless, director of
Transportation for America,
said recently, “There are more

deficient bridges in our metropolitan areas than there are
McDonald’s restaurants in the
entire country.”
“We planned on asking
Chip Cravaack why his office
is ignoring hard data that there
are multiple bridges in our area
that are in dangerous condition
and overdue for inspection,”
said Allen Richardson of
Minnesotans for a Fair
Economy.
“Why
would
Cravaack fail to introduce a
jobs bill when so many families are hurting and there is so
much critical work that needs
doing?” They weren’t given a
chance by his supporters.
Just days before Cravaack
had an op-ed in the Oct. 18th
Star Tribune Op-Ed about
infrastructure: http://www.star
tribune.com/opinion/other
views/132096473.html. He
said 2009 American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act jobs
came at a cost of $287,600 per
job. Yun said the Congressional
Budget Office has stated that
figure included everything
from tax breaks, to materials,
and infrastructure needs for
projects.
Wright and Kortesmaki
See Tea partiers...page 4

Conservative voters will
undoubtedly get out to vote
against the city’s parks/library
referendum, and the school
board’s operating/learning levy
because both measures will
increase property taxes a bit.
The Central Body is supporting both measures. Labor
in other school districts is supporting their operating levies as
well. About half of Minnesota’s school districts will have
operating levies on the ballot
because the state is withholding funding to schools.
Duluth’s parks’ referendum
will not only improve neglected parks, money budgeted for
parks will be able to then be
used for libraries, which are not
in the 2012 budget. Without the
referendum passing, the West
Duluth and Mt. Royal branches
will close in 2012 and hours at
the Main Library will be cut.
“Parks and libraries are
something everyone believes in
and labor believes paying taxes
is how you fund quality of life
in a community,” said O’Neill.
He urges everyone to vote yes
on the referendum, which will
be on the backside of the ballot.
The operating levy on the
ballot for Duluth public
schools will allow for a higher
quality of education in the district. It is designed to acquire
funding that will go directly to
students’ learning experience.
At a press conference
Saturday East High student
Amber Kling asked voters to
support the levy by voting yes
on all three levels on the ballot.
“My honors physics class
had 52 students in it on the first
day and one teacher,” Kling
said. Her college composition
class through UMD had 33 students even though UMD has a
25 student cap for such classes.
“Students should be able to
take whatever options they
want to find their passion,
whether it’s playing tuba or
hockey,” said Kling. “We need
equal opportunity for all.”
Voting yes three times on
the levy will be investing in
students, programs, and the
future, speakers said.

City Council
Six of the nine seats on the
Duluth city council are up for
election. District 3 Council
President Sharla Gardner is
running unopposed as is
District 5’s Jay Fosle.
Two labor-friendly at-large
councilors, Jeff Anderson and
Tony Cuneo, are not seeking
re-election. The Central Body
has endorsed Linda Krug and
Emily Larson to fill those posi-

tions. They advanced strongly
from a field of six in September’s primary election. They
both got about 4,900 votes
while the other two candidates
who advanced received a total
of 1,592 votes combined.
Voter turnout in the primary
was only just over 12% with
only 6,620 votes cast out of
53,814 registered voters.
Local contests in the 2007
primary saw 21,471 votes cast
but 12 people were running for
mayor. In that general election,
29,701 votes were cast.
In the 2003 primary, 23,100
votes were cast with seven people vying for mayor. That general election had 31,552 voters.
Tuesday’s election may see
fewer than 20,000 votes cast.
See Tuesday ...page 7

DULUTH
City Council
At-Large
Linda Krug
Emily Larson
District 1
Jennifer Julsrud
District 3
Sharla Gardner
District 4
Jackie Halberg
Parks/Library Levy
Vote “Yes” (will be on
back side of ballot)

School Board
At-Large
Mike Miernicki
District 2
Judy Seliga-Punyko
District 3
Bill Westholm
Operating Levy
Vote “Yes” on all
three levels of levy

Please Vote
in Tuesday,
November 8ʼs
General Election

USPS to hold Duluth meeting Nov. 10 to discuss closing processing center

The United States Postal
Service will hold a public
meeting in Duluth next week to
explain their findings on closing area facilities.
In mid-September USPS
started a Area Mail Processing
(AMP) feasibility study for the
Duluth Processing and Distribution Facility. Their review is

complete and has been sent to
the USPS Western Area Office
for consideration.
The meeting scheduled for
Thursday, Nov. 10 from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn
Duluth will be to explain the
proposal and accept public
input.
On Nov. 3 one of their web-

sites will post presentation
materials and a summary brief
for the meeting. That website is
http://about.usps.com/stream
lining-operations/area-mailprocessing.htm.
Public comment on the
study will be accepted for up to
15 days after the Duluth meeting. Mail comments to:

Holiday programs for needy up and running
By Beth Peterson, Director,

The program can help with December 17 Sack Distribu-

Community Service Committee a holiday dinner with the all the tion Event in Wellstone Hall.

The Community Service
Program, a joint effort of the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body and the United
Way of Greater Duluth, is
seeking financial donations for
the November and December
holiday dinner programs to
help needy union families.
As part of the member assistance program, a local union
family that is referred by a
union president, steward, business agent or union representative, is eligible. The family
may have been hit hard by layoff, decreased work hours,
medical hardship, or the state
government shut down.

side dishes. In past years,
turkeys were included in the
dinner. Due to this season’s
turkey shortage, we are providing hams to ensure those who
need will receive a Thanksgiving and/or Christmas dinner.
Deadline for Thanksgiving
Dinner referrals is Thursday,
November 17 and Christmas
Dinner referrals deadline is
Thursday, December 15.
Santa Sack referrals need to
be in by Thursday, Dec.8.
The Community Service
Committee is also seeking individuals and locals to adopt a
boy or girl by fulfilling his or
her Santa Wish List for Santa’s

Again this year, practical is the
committee’s gift focus.
Last year approximately 2023 of the 65 children of union
families had their wishes come
true by an adoptive family or
local. The remaining wishes
fulfilled by the generous donations by United Way colleagues, community partners
and union members via financial contributions and toy and
gift donations.
For more information about
the
Community
Service
Holiday Programs, please contact Beth Peterson, Liaison,
218-726-4775 or bpeterson
@unitedwayduluth.org.

Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2011, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B

Ironworker Retirees
Monthly Breakfast
Thursday, Nov. 17
9:00 a.m.

Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566

West Duluth Perkin’s

I.U.O.E. Local 70

ASBESTOSIS
LUNG CANCER

Manager, Consumer and
Industry Contact
Northland District
100 S. 1st Street, Room 115
Minneapolis, MN 55401-9631
USPS says it can save $3.8
million a year by closing the
Duluth processing center in
West End and send that work to
St. Paul. The closure would
end 58 jobs here. For the public
it will mean mail will be sent to
St. Paul then back up north to
be delivered. The USPS case
for the closure says it will save
$348,876 a year in transportation costs. That’s a curious savings as more transportation will
be needed.
This scenario is playing out
around the country as USPS
claims poverty and seeks to

Join Labor in Christmas City
of the North Parade Nov. 18
Trade unions will be one of the 70 groups in the Christmas
City of the North Parade this year. Tamara Jones of United Food
& Commercial Workers Local 1189 invited delegates at the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body meeting Oct. 13 to join
UFCW in the parade.
“We’re working on getting our float from the Twin Cities,
putting some lights on it, and having fun marching,” said Jones.
If you would like to be part of their parade group call UFCW
Local 1189 at 728-5174 and ask to be put on the list. Give your
name, local union name and number, and a phone number.
“We hope everyone will wear their union jackets and hats,
and carry banners if they have them,” said Central Body
President Dan O’Neill. And don’t forget your Santa hats and
other holiday decorations.
The parade is the traditional start of the holiday season in this
region. It will be held Friday, Nov. 18 at 6:30 p.m. It begins at
Northland
News-Center
Studios, Lake Ave. & Railroad
St., marches up Lake to
Superior St., and to 5th Ave.
West. A live broadcast is on
KBJR 6 and Range 11 television and streamed online. It
will also be rebroadcast numerous times.

CLB officer
nominations
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close facilities, cut service
including Saturday delivery,
and undermine contracts with
its bargaining units.
The four USPS unions have
created www.saveamericas
postalservice.org to tell their
side of the story. They say the
financial problems at the postal
service are a direct result of
legislation passed by Congress
in 2006 that demands unprecedented funding of employee
benefits far into the future. A
new bill, H.R. 1351. has been
offered to counter the old legislation. H.R. 1351 has 226 of
435 U.S. House of Representative members as co-sponsors
but not Chip Cravaack, (MN8)
or Sean Duffy (WI7).

PAUL & HANLEY LLP
250 EAST WISCONSIN AVE., SUITE 1800
MILWAUKEE, WI 53202
   s   
BadgerStateAsbestos.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT

At the Thursday, Nov. 10
meeting of the Duluth AFLCIO Central Labor Body nominations will be taken for all 14
offices of the assembly. All are
for two year terms. To qualify
as a nominee you must be a
delegate to the Central Body
from an affiliated union.
If you are unable to attend
the meeting but want to serve,
submit a letter to the Central
Body, Room 110, 2002 London
Rd., Duluth, MN 55812, or via
fax to (218) 724-1413.
The election of officers will
be held at the Thursday, Dec. 8
regular monthly meeting with
installation of officers to take
place immediately following.
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Vote Halberg in District 4
Monday morning Jesse was
walking around the Occupy
Duluth site in the Civic Center
with just socks on his feet.
Quite a few pair it looked it.
Thankfully the ground was dry.
“Do you need a pair of
shoes,” I asked him. (We had
met on a cold winter night early
this year when he slept out
alone at the Douglas County
Courthouse in opposition to
Walker’s tactics. Walker was
claiming poverty. Jesse said, “I
grew up on a farm, I know
poverty, we ain’t broke.”)
“No, this is how I’m going–
shoes hurt my feet,” he said
Monday. “I’d like a pair of
those socks with a leather bottom though. They’d be nice.”
There you have it. Kind of a
nice demand from the occupy
movement that the media and
opponents of the effort are
looking for so they can short
circuit the effort. Well, leather
bottom socks and making
America a better place for all
by focusing on people before
profits and demands like that.
Every time I get to the Civic
Center, or the People’s Power

Plazas on Lake/Superior, I
come away feeling better for
what those occupiers, and people like them worldwide, are
doing. No bank fan here.
Well I guess I think about
them and don’t feel so good on
days when it’s raining, or
nights when its really cold. But
they are there then too. Coming
and going, working on stuff,
cooking, cleaning, figuring
logistics, looking at what they
need, figuring out how to get it.
America has a great history
of people’s marches on centers
of government and tent cities
going up. Many of them were
because people were poor, jobless, and ignored. Sound familiar? ...and the rich got richer as
Next issues of Labor World: they bought more government.
On Saturday evening, Diana
Nov. 16, 30;
Dec. 14
was getting ready in the occupy
LABOR WORLD
living room to conduct a forum
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
on non-violent action. “I’ve
semi-monthly except one issue in
just been studying it for a long
December (23 issues).
The known office of publication is time,” is all she needed to say.
Labor World, 2002 London Road,
There are about 20 tents and
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.
other structures in the Civic
Periodicals postage is paid at
Center now. It’s interesting to
Duluth MN 55806.
see national stories about how
POSTMASTER:
the occupy movement is
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd., preparing for winter. You want
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 to talk preparing for winter?
Come and hang out here.
6
7
The yurt that went up this
(218) 728-4469
weekend at Cravaackistan is
FAX: (218) 724-1413
great. “Some handy guy from
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
Michigan showed up and put it
www.laborworld.org
up,” said Allen Richardson,
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
who has been occupying from
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body day one. That’s his naming.
Subscriptions: $22 Annually
Most of us who live around
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager here get beat up by winter
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper enough that the idea of winter
camping doesn’t sound like a
Board of Directors
Pres./Treas. Mikael Sundin,
fun recreational outing. Some
Painters & Allied Trades 106; do it. I’d winter camp in that
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED
yurt, which got a pallet floor
1710; Sec. Larry Anderson,
Monday to keep folks off the
Laborers 1091; Al LaFrenier, cold, cold ground. A skylight
Workers’ United Midwest Bd;
would be a great addition to it
Mike Kuitu, Operating Engiif you’re a handy guy from
neers 49; Jayme McKenna,
MNWISMICH.
AFSCME 66; Dan O’Neill,
I brought them two dozen
Plumbers & Steamfitters 11;
donut holes Monday morning.
Steve Risacher, Carpenters
361; Dan Leslie, IBEW 31.
My idea of fuel, kinda like

~NOTICE~

when the Steeger expedition
went north and were eating
sticks of butter, those lucky
guys. They didn’t want the
donut holes–a bad food product
to the healthy eating occupiers.
“We give those to the cops
because it keeps them slow,”
said one with a smile. We all
had a good laugh. Humor can
keep you warm too, but they
actually do give them to cops
and will feed anyone. The cops
have been good they say.
Winter’s coming and we’ve
all been getting ready for it at
home. The Civic Center is
home to two dozen, give or
take at any time, who are getting ready too. Monday was the
20-year anniversary of the
Halloween Megastorm that hit
hard at 39 inches. Snow is
going to be devastating for
Occupy Duluth’s tight little
Cravaackistan. Support cables
are everywhere for tents. The
ground is covered with cords
and other usable items. Those
of us with pickups and shovels
better create the Occupy
Duluth Snow Brigade to haul
snow away for them. Winter’s
coming and they don’t look
like they’re leaving.

LABOR WORLD NEWS, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2011

Editor:
The National Citizen Survey results published this year show
the Duluth City Council received an unprecedented 68% approval rating. I believe the major reason for this is because people like to see their city council working together to solve our
city problems, despite differing viewpoints. People want councilors to listen to them and to each other. Over the past two years
the council has been doing a much better job of doing both.
At this crucial time in our city’s history, we need to take a
hard look at what it takes to make an effective city councilor. It’s
essential city councilors know how to listen, weigh complex and
sometimes conflicting information and points of view, respect
one another and have creative problem solving skills.
In the 4th District race the candidate who has proven to have
these skills and more is Jackie Halberg. She understands that
good public policy requires collaboration with other councilors
and citizens, because “no one of us is smarter than all of us.”
Councilor Halberg demonstrated her collaborative ability at
her second council meeting when, working with the Parks
Commission, the community and other councilors, she co-sponsored a process whereby neighborhoods can save their community centers from closure and demolition. She demonstrated her
ability for creative problem solving and constituent service
delivery when she helped and empowered a citizen who had
been financially duped by an unethical contractor. Jackie is a
hardworking Councilor responsive to the needs of the people.
The last thing Duluth needs is to return to the days of a council that doesn’t know how to work together or get along with
each other. There’s too much at stake to go backward. We need
to continue to move the city forward by electing Jackie Halberg
as 4th District City Councilor on Tuesday, November 8th.
Sharla Gardner, President, Duluth City Council, 3rd District

It’s been a great experience!

Editor:
Since embarking on this campaign in January, I’ve been overwhelmed and humbled by a groundswell of supportive voters
and talented volunteers. While one crew of volunteers meets
each week as the campaign team, another hits the weekly phone
bank each Wednesday, and yet another sets course on weekly
four mile runs through high traffic areas sporting orange shirts.
Wow. I know that working on a campaign is hard work; it's time
away from families and other things we hold dear. Thank you to
each and every volunteer who has door knocked, written letters,
hosted house parties, lit dropped, planned events, waved signs,
and made this campaign something different, and to our incredible endorsing partners who have offered the same.
Together, we've energized supporters by running this race the
only way we know how: as if every vote, and every contact,
counts. Because they do. I take my vote seriously, and I know
you do, too. A vote needs to be earned. And the best way to earn
someone's trust is to be real, offer what you can, and listen.
Together, we've crafted a campaign that's authentic and real.
My hope is that you've felt as though you're a part of this
This Day In History
campaign. Because you are. Regardless of outcome on
from
November 8th, I'm thankful for your support and I'm energized
www.workdayminnesota.org
Novem ber 2, 1889 - North about the difference I think our work can make in our community. We're in our final days of campaign season. There's plenty of
Dakota became the 39th
state, South Dakota the 40th. voter contact yet to be done, and several key races we need to
help push them over the finish line. Let's do this -- together.
Novem ber 2, 1920 - Labor
Emily Larson, Duluth City Council At-Large Candidate
leader Eugene Debs, Socialist
Party nominee, got nearly 1
UTU conductors, brakemen merge
million votes for president
Some 430 United Transportation Union conductors and
running from a prison cell.
brakemen employed by Canadian National properties Wisconsin
“Convict #9653” was jailed
Central, Duluth, Winnipeg & Pacific (DW&P), and Duluth
for opposing World War I.
He championed the rights of Missabe and Iron Range (DM&IR) have ratified an implementing agreement effective Jan. 1 consolidating the three properties
working people and the
under a single agreement. The new agreement provides for four
oppressed.
stand-alone general committees under the jurisdiction of one
Novem ber 2, 1983 general committee – with General Chairpersons Matt Koski
President Ronald Reagan
(DW&P, GO 325), Steve Haus (DM&IR, GO 315) and Saint W.
signed legislation creating a
federal holiday honoring Rev. J. Laurent (DM&IR, GO 321) merging with General
Chairperson Ken Flashberger (WC, GO 987).
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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yelled and asked her who
she worked for and if she was a
spokesperson for Oberstar. She
said she was just a voter who
lives here.
Cravaack stated in the op-ed
that MnDOT says 1,154 bridges in the state are deficient.

Tea partiers disruptive again...from page 1

the same problems but it’s attitudes trying to establish dominance of who’s the biggest dog
in the fight. It doesn’t matter if
you’re a Democrat or a
Republican, the economy isn’t
working, people aren’t working! We’ve got an argument
with no end result!”

was to say the Northern Lights
Express high speed rail project
from Duluth to the Metro was a
bad idea now.
Mike Hall of the AFL-CIO
Blog stated “A new report

shows that more than 18,000 of
the nation’s busiest bridges
clustered in the nation’s metro
areas are rated as “structurally
deficient.” Overall, there are
some 70,000 structurally deficient bridges, but those in the
metro areas carry 75 percent of
the traffic that must cross a
deficient bridge each day,
according to the report from
Transportation for America.”
President Obama’s American Jobs Act that was approved Member Discounts!
by a majority of senators but
couldn’t get past a Republican
Wade Smith
filibuster included funds to put
hundreds of thousands of
(218) 724-4507
Americans back to work fixing
the nation’s bridges and roads.
Dan
Olson,
Business
Manager of Laborers Local
Duluth School Board member Tom Kasper joined City Councilor Patrick Boyle, students 1091, finally had heard enough
and parents at a press conference Saturday to urge voters to vote yes on all three levels of bickering at the Duluth press
the schools operating levy that directly targets the quality of education students will get. conference, and took the
microphone to tell everyone
that we should be trying to
move forward and not be polarized like Washington DC so
that we can create jobs to
ensure the safety of the travelFull Circle Massage
ing public.
“We won’t get anything in the Labor Temple
done if we stand here and bickWhen you go to the polls on
er about who’s in control,” an
Tuesday, November 8, you will
irritated Olson said. “We have www.fullcircleduluth.net
“Cravaack acknowledges
that Minnesota’s bridges are
decaying but offers no way forward to fund their repair and
create jobs,” said Richardson.
The majority of the op-ed

Education MN

Treat Yourself

It’s really a Learning Levy for
Duluth Public School’s students!

Help Your Body
218-428-2858

find ballot questions that will
directly affect the level of
learning that Duluth Public
School Students will receive.
Please fill in all three “YES”
boxes so that our schools can
Students Hannah Carlson and Amber
deliver the level of learning
Kling were among those making phone
calls asking voters to support the Duluth
that will prepare our students
Public Schools operating levy.
to go on to whatever higher education they desire,
giving them the job skills that will make them the
skilled workers needed in the future.

Please Vote “YES” on all three
levels of the Operating Levy!
When you vote Tuesday, Nov. 8, you will find three
School District Ballot Questions. Please completely fill
in the oval circle before the word “YES” for all three
questions. Tell your friends and family to do the same to
help improve educational opportunities for all!

YES three times for students!
Prepared and paid for by the Duluth Federation of Teachers, 639 East Central
Entrance, Duluth, MN 55811 in support of the School District #709 levy referendum

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

Pinetree Plaza

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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AFGE Social Security workers and supporters of America’s greatest anti-poverty program
for seniors demonstrated on Superior St. to draw attention to continued attacks on it.

Social Security workers underfunded, buried
Members of the American
Federation of Government
Employees Local 3129 leafletted outside Social Security
offices in Duluth and Superior
Oct. 27 to again alert the public
about more efforts to undermine the program. Obama’s
Super Committee is the latest,
with a call for a 5% cut on all
federal agencies.
“That’s going to be 24 furlough days for all of us,” said
Sari Milinovic. She said workers would see three more years
added to a pay freeze that’s in
its second year, pension
changes from best 3 to best 5
years, and a hiring freeze.
She said workers are having
a difficult time keeping up with

Re-elect

the workload as more baby
boomers retire. Fewer judges in
the system are also creating a
huge backlog in disability
claims. Technology funding is
also being chopped at a time
when it is needed more than
ever. “In 2012 we will probably
process 400,000 fewer disability claims,” she said, “and we
have between 845,000 to 1.2
million pending claims.”
Social Security has a $2.7
trillion surplus that can pay
benefits through 2037 without
any changes. It does not contribute to the nation’s deficit
and yet it is being viewed by
many in Washington DC as
though it is a drain on the treasury. Not only is the Super

Committee likely it ask Social
Security to take more hits, it
may propose closing offices,
raising the retirement age to 69,
and ending cost-of-living
adjustments.

Now, more than ever, we
need elected oﬃcials who
stand with the 99%.
Emily, Jackie, Jennifer,
Linda and I are committed
to doing just that. Please
vote on Tuesday, November
8th to make it happen.

Sharla GARDNER
3rd District City Councilor

Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE
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North East Area Labor Council President Alan Netland got
a tour of the living room as he assessed needs for the
Occupy Duluth movement at the Civic Center Monday.
Next to the living room is the library with kitchen facilities
off that. Allen Richardson, left, said Occupy Duluth has
had a lot of support from the community and is starting to
prepare for winter. Stop by, say hello, see what’s going on,
and find a way to help these committed folks draw attention
to the fact that America is ignoring 99% of its people.
PLEASE MENTION THIS LABOR WORLD AD
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Here’s your voting information for Tues., Nov. 8
You need to vote Tuesday,
Nov. 8 in the General Election
that will determine who makes
decisions in your local communities. Many cities and school
districts also have levies and
referendums on the ballot that
will determine how programs
and schools are funded.
Absentee voting at the
Duluth City Clerk’s office,
Room 330 City Hall, is open
Monday through Friday 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 5,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Monday
Nov. 7, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.
If you have voted within the
last four years and not moved
you are already registered. If
your name has changed, be prepared to prove the legal
change. In Wisconsin and
Minnesota you are able to register to vote on election day.
You may vote in Minnesota
on election day if you:
* will be at least 18 years
old on election day;

* are a U.S. citizen;
* will have resided in
Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding election day;
* are not under courtordered guardianship in which
the court order revokes your
right to vote;
* have not been found by a
court to be legally incompetent
to vote; and
* have the right to vote
because, if you have been convicted of a felony, your felony
sentence has been completed or
you have been discharged from
your sentence.
Election Day Registration:
Registration at your polling
site on election day is available
by presenting:
A valid Minnesota driver's
license, learner's permit or
Minnesota I.D. card (or receipt
for any of these) that contains
the voter's current address.
A tribal I.D. card that contains the name, current address

(must be in the precinct where
registering), signature and picture of the tribal member.
A "Notice
of
Late
Registration" postcard.
A prior valid registration at
another address in the same
precinct.
A registered voter of that
precinct who will sign an oath
vouching that the person registering is a resident of that
precinct. Registered voters
may vouch for up to 15 people
(this limit does not apply to
employees of residential facilities).
For residential facility residents, an employee at the facility (even if that employee is not
registered to vote in that
precinct) can vouch that the
person lives in the district IF
the facility provided the county
with a list of employees 20
days before the election.
A bill for electric, gas,
water, solid waste, sewer, tele-

low rates.
fast approvals.
no hassle
lending.

free hat with a
recreational loan

Member eligibility required. Member NCUA.

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER
Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.
- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.

CASCINO VAUGHAN
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218-727-8981

Five generations of my family
have received great educations
in the Duluth Public Schools.
From 1972 until 2007, I served
in the district as a teacher,
coach, assistant principal,
principal, and director of school
operations. While on leave from
the district from 1989-92, I also
worked as a civil litigation attorney. I have a
lifelong commitment to Duluth’s public schools
and am committed to providing cost effective,
21st Century educational opportunities to all our
students as a member of the School Board. We
have a school system we can all be proud of. I
look forward to serving our community as we
continue to prepare our students for the future.

I need your vote on Tuesday, November 8.

Westholm
Duluth School Board

(414)226--0241
or
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Michael P. Cascino, Esq.

phone or cable television service with a due date within 30
days of election day that contains the voter's name and current address AND one of the
following that contains the
voter's name and photograph:
Minnesota driver's license
or Minnesota I.D. card.
Tribal I.D. card.
U.S. passport.
U.S. military I.D. card.
Identification card of a postsecondary educational institution in Minnesota.
College students may use
one of the following documents:
A student photo I.D., if the
educational institution has certified a list of students to the
county auditor.
A current student fee statement that contains the student's
valid address in the precinct
with a photo I.D. card.
Many of your voting questions and a sample ballot for
Duluth can be found at www.
duluthmn.gov/clerk/voting/
index.cfm.
The Minnesota Secretary of
State’s website has everything
you need to know at www.sos.
state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=4

JJAstorRestaurant.com

Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.
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In city council District 1
labor’s candidate, Jennifer
Julsrud, has gotten stronger on
the campaign trail but she faces
a formidable, conservative
incumbent who has run three
times and has deep pockets.
Banker Todd Fedora got 55%
of the vote in defeating Laurie
Johnson in 2007. He got 47%
in losing to Johnson in 2003.
Julsrud will win if far eastern
and Woodland labor voters go
to the polls.
District 4 Councilor Jackie
Halberg is facing a tough campaign against former councilor
Garry Krause. His former colleagues on the council chose
Halberg over him in appointing
her to represent the district
after Kerry Gauthier left for the
state House of Representatives.
Halberg only beat Krause
by 46 votes in the primary.
Much of labor’s effort in this
campaign has been on her
behalf.
“Jackie is working hard, and
many of us are working just as
hard on her behalf,” ,” said
Judy Wahlberg, AFSCME

Tuesday a big election day...from page 1
Local 66 President, “but it’s
going to be a tight race. Her
opponent, having run for office
a few times, has a lot of name
recognition. But I’m confident
that the residents of the 4th district will elect Jackie because
she cares about the core services important to the 4th district –
services like police, road
repair, snow removal, fire protection, and getting Duluth
libraries open again.”
Imagine a labor sweep in
council races. The council
would be Julsrud, Patrick
Boyle, Gardner, Halberg, Dan
Hartman, Krug, and Larson as
labor-friendly councilors with
only Jim Stauber and Jay Fosle,
an SEIU public employee in
ISD 709, as unfriendly or questionable votes. A majority of
the council would be women, 5
to 4, after having just two this
year, and generally only one for
many years.

many years as the district has
pursued a long range facilities
plan. That plan is now in place
with a major construction project that found schools closing
and new ones being built. ISD
#709 is on solid ground for perhaps 30 years in terms of its
facilities. Now it can focus on
the quality of education for students and drawing more students to the district.
Mike Miernicki is labor’s
candidate for the only at-large
position on the ballot. A retired
member of the Duluth Federation of Teachers, Miernicki has
worked a number of school
jobs in a 36 year career in his
hometown. He had a strong
showing in the primary beating
his Tuesday opponent 2 to 1. If
Miernicki wins he will be a
welcome replacement to Gary
Glass, who chose not to run.
In District 2 Judy Seliga
Punyko is labor’s candidate in
Duluth School Board her re-election effort. Her
It’s been a wild time for opponent is so hung up on the
Duluth Public Schools for past that he was asked to leave
a school board meeting last
year. Seliga Punyko is excited
about moving the district forward.
In District 3 labor has
selected Bill Westholm as their
candidate to replace Tim
Grover, who chose not to run
again. Like Miernicki, Westholm is a West End native who
has a long history in the district. He served over 30 years
as a teacher, coach, assistant
principal, principal, and director of school operations for the
district. His wife taught in the
district for 35 years.
Westholm said he’s excited
about serving on the school
board and focusing on proPaid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE
gramming for students now

that the long range facilities
plan is in place.
The seven member school
board will have a lot of friendly faces on it for working families if this year’s labor candidates are successful. With
Glass gone, only Art Johnston,
who touts his labor credentials
but doesn’t vote them, will be
left to try to gum up progress.

Ann Wasson has been solid,
Mary Cameron can generally
be counted upon, Tom Kasper
is a reasonable man, and Seliga
Punyko,
Miernicki,
and
Westholm should be able to
corral a majority on labor
issues. That is if labor voters
get out and support labor candidates and issues next
Tuesday. Please vote.

I’ve been fortunate to have been able
to do something I loved – making a
living teaching kids in my hometown
for 36 years. The Duluth Public School
system has been very good to me and I
want to help it get even better for our
students. These are exciting times for
our kids and I look forward to serving
on our School Board to help prepare
them for a great, promising future.

VOTE
MERN

VOTE MIKE MIERNICKI
Duluth School Board At-Large
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE

Vote for Krug on Election Day
Tuesday, November 8, 2011
krugforcouncil.com
DFL and LABOR ENDORSED
Paid for by the Krug for Duluth Volunteer Committee P.O. Box 92, Duluth 55801
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Recall Walker effort gets active in Superior, Douglas County this week
It’s been a long wait for
Wisconsinites upset with Gov.
Scott Walker, but efforts to
recall him have finally arrived.
State law does not allow official signatures to be collected
on official petitions until Nov.
15. Beginning that day Walker
opponents will have 60 days to
collect 540,206 signatures.
Wisconsin has never had a governor recalled. Plans are underway statewide, and in Superior,
to start the petitions.
The first meeting for Recall
Walker supporters in Superior

took place last Thursday with
three dozen People First
Superior members strategizing
at the Old Town.
Warren Bender, corresponding secretary for the Superior
Federation and a city councilor,
said the Democratic Party of
Wisconsin (DPW) has established an office at 1810
Belknap to start recall training.
“Recall training starts
Thursday, November 3 at 6 p.m
at the recall office,” said
Bender. Register for training by
emailing Kaeleen Ringberg,

Field Organizer Democratic
Party of Wisconsin, at
kaeleenr@wisdems.org,
or
calling (240) 839-8521. There
is no landline in the office.
Parking is available in the
back of the Super One lot.
United Wisconsin is a grassroots coalition of more than
204,000 residents and organizations who have united to
recall Walker. Bender said that
group is also expected to be
involved locally.
It was obvious that everyone came to the Old Town with

An accident can rip apart the fabric of your life. Not only do you

have to suﬀer the painful eﬀects of the injury, but there are ﬁnancial
pressures, too. Then, there's the concern for the family situation.
Help is needed in many ways.
As one of Minnesota's busiest and most successful injury law ﬁrms,
we've helped thousands of accident victims get fair compensation for
their injuries, pain and suﬀering.
It is only when these worries are relieved that a person can start
stitching their life back together.

Call our Experienced Team for a FREE consultation!

the same purpose but the hour
and a half meeting revealed
there are many different ideas
on how best to accomplish
their goal.
Joel Sipress cautioned
everyone to be sure they stress
to recall supporters that the
pledge cards that have been circulating for months to recall
Walker are not the same as the
official petitions required by
law.
When official petitions are
available Nov. 15, anyone who
is an eligible voter, but not perhaps a registered voter, can
sign a petition said Jim
Mattson.
That prompted a discussion
about the voter suppression
legislation that will require
identification to vote.
Marshall Johnson said those
IDs, and signing recall petitions, are both free activities.
A person can go to a
Department of Motor Vehicles
office and request a “free” ID.
Workers can’t tell you about
the free ID and are supposed to
issue one that costs $12.95.
Former Superior mayor Dave
Ross, now Walker’s licensing
commissioner, fired a DMV
employee for sending out an
email about the free IDs being
available.
Some in the gathering were
concerned about rumors they
had heard about Walker supporters collecting signatures on
bogus petitions that they were
throwing away. A bigger problem could be that the
Republican Legislature may
vote to require notarized signatures for recall petitions and
add a confusing and overlaying

system of rules for Senate and
Assembly recall election dates
that will thwart the recall. An
online petition at wisdems.org/
petition/SaveOurDemocracy is
an effort to bring light to those
legislative shenanigans.
The group decided that they
would generate more interest
for the recall effort by taking to
the streets for visual activity
and make them issues’ based as
well as recall education.
Efforts started yesterday at
the Douglas County courthouse at 4:30 to let people
know that in two weeks recall
efforts begin.
Here is the rest of the current schedule:
Friday, November 4, 4:30 6:30: Big Bank Protest in front
of M&I Bank, Belknap and
Tower, to remind people the
recall is coming and encourage
them to support local credit
unions, not big banks.
Tuesday, November 8, 4:306:00 p.m: Protect BadgerCare
visual near Essentia Health, VA
Clinic, and Lake Superior
Community Clinic on Tower
Ave;
Friday, November 11, 4:306:00 p.m: Support Public
Education and stop the dangerous cuts near UWS.
A huge recall rally to tell
Walker his pink slip is coming
is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov.
15 in Madison.
The next People First meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 10,
6:00 p.m., at Old Town in
Superior. They hope to be
receiving training on how to
collect recall signatures then.
You can find out more at
http://peoplefirstsuperior.com
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