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DFL will have a lot to say in St. Paul
When the Minnesota Legislature convenes Jan. 3, Gov.
Tim Pawlenty will be the lone
Republican among Constitutional Officers, and the Senate and House will also have
DFL control.
In the Senate there will be
44 DFLers to 23 Republicans.
DFL members have chosen
VOL. 112 Sen. Larry Pogemiller as their
leader. From Minneapolis’ DisNO. 11 trict 59, he is considered a
tough negotiator. Elected to
the House in 1980, he has
served in the Senate since
1982, including as chair of
both the Education and Tax
committees during his tenure.
Former DFL Senate Majority Leader, Dean Johnson, was
defeated for re-election. He

An Injury to One is an Injury to All!
TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 21, 2006

had switched parties in 2000.
Sen. Tom Bakk was elected
to chair the Tax Committee,
Sen. Dave Tomassoni will be
chair of the Budget Division of
the Senate Economic Development Committee.
In the Minnesota House of
Representatives the DFL will
assume leadership with a major
change in that body’s membership in the last couple of elections. In 2004 the DFL gained
13 seats to cut the GOP margin
to 68-66. This year’s election
found the DFL gaining 19
more seats to now hold a formidable 85 to 49 margin. The
DFL has not controlled the
MN House since 1997/98.
Speaker of the House will
now be Rep. Margaret Ander-

son Kelliher, like Pogemiller, a
Minneapolis legislator. The
two actually live within three
miles of each other.
Rep. Tony Sertich continues
his ascension in state politics
and will be House Majority
Leader. Committee chairs are
to be announced today.
Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body President Alan
Netland was pleased with the
turn of events in St. Paul.
“It will be great to have
committee chairs in the state
House that are mostly friendly
to the concerns of working
people again,” Netland said.
“To have a bunch of them from
the northland will be a treat,
maybe even a little fun again.
I’m looking forward to it.”

MN Legislature will now have 35 unionists
By Barb Kucera, editor,
www.workdayminnesota.org
ST. PAUL – One of every
six Minnesota legislators is a
union member, following a
massive mobilization effort by
organized labor in Nov. 7’s
elections.
A couple of South Dakota brothers gone bad, IBEW Retirees Bob and Denny Tammen, were among 150 at an
anti-war march and rally Nov. 12. Bob (foreground) is a
Vietnam Vet but wasn’t allowed to march in the Veteran’s
Day Parade in Duluth Nov. 11. “I guess they didn’t like my
Impeach Bush sign,” he said. He ended up walking that
parade route on the sidewalk in spite of threats.

Anti-war rally follows election
day’s vote against Iraq War
A Sunday, Nov. 12 anti-war rally in Duluth only drew 150
marchers in spite of the mood of the country on the Iraq War.
Voters just five days earlier had sent a clear message in the
Congressional elections that they were done with President
Bush’s “staying the course.”
Sgt. Daniel Fanning of Superior and the Wisconsin Air
National Guard was among those who took part in the march
from the Rose Garden. He the Portland Square rally the day after
Veteran’s Day.
“I enlisted immediately after 9-11 but I never thought I’d be
at an anti-war rally on my first Veteran’s Day after coming
home,” Fanning told a rapt audience. He said he still struggles
watching the news hoping not one more soldier dies in Iraq
because a military solution and American occupation will not
solve the problems there. Only global diplomacy will he said.
“I can think of no better way to support the troops than by not
supporting this war,” Fanning said.
The election and rallies like November 12’s were only the
beginning and opponents of the Bush administration’s policy
shouldn’t relent until every American soldier returns home from
there he feels.
“Some say Iraq will be in chaos if we leave,” he said. “It’s
chaos now, October was the worst month yet. Iraq’s a nation in
chaos and we’re fueling it.”
During his Iraq tour he saw three elections take place in a
year and he said the people there will prevail in spite of how
incompetent our leaders are. Quoting Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
he said, “a time comes when silence is betrayal.”
During the course of the rally a giant scroll was signed by
many that will be sent to Rep. Nancy Pelosi, who is expected to
become the first woman to be Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives when Democrats take over.
Petitions that were signed will be sent to elected bodies in
See Anti-war protest...page 8

Minnesotans elected three
union members to the Senate
and 32 union members to the
House. Twenty are incumbents; 15 are newcomers.
An astounding 20 of the 35
union members elected are
members of Education Minne-

Correction: Transportation
Amendment passed
In the last issue of the Labor World, which went to press election night before all votes were counted, it was projected that the
Minnesota constitutional transportation amendment had failed.
That was wrong. Late night “yes” votes gave it a great comeback
and it passed with an amazing 57 percent of the vote, even
though not voting for it was considered a “no” vote.
The amendment had been supported by most unions as it will
dedicate at least 40 percent of Minnesota vehicle sales tax revenue to public transportation and a maximum of 60 percent percent to highways.
In the past Minnesota has failed to match federal grant dollars and has lost projects. With the transportation amendment
passing and Congressman Jim Oberstar in line to be U.S. House
of Representatives’ Transportation Committee Chair that probably won’t happen in the next couple of years at least. It also
won’t hurt that Wisconsin’s Congressman Dave Obey will chair
the House’s Appropriations Committee, which makes final decisions on what gets funded.

Labor jubilant nationally
By Mark Gruenberg, PAI Staff Writer
Riding a huge tide of union votes, leaders of organized labor
celebrated the takeover of the upcoming 110th Congress by proworker forces, virtually all Democrats.
At a Nov. 8 press conference, AFL-CIO President John J.
Sweeney said labor can claim credit. The fed’s political Director
Karen Ackerman explained Democrats had a 6.8-million-vote
margin in all U.S. House races nationwide, including uncontested ones, with 5.6 million from union households and allies.
The unionists’ campaigning left the new House with a 232198 Democratic margin, with five races undecided. That’s
almost opposite the 230-201 GOP edge in the departing, antiworker 109th Congress. The newcomers include at least one
active unionist: Rep. Tim Walz (D-MN-1), a member of the joint
NEA-AFT affiliate Education Minnesota, a high school teacher-and an Iraq war veteran.
In the Senate, Democrats went from trailing 55-44, with one
pro-Dem Independent, to a 51-49 edge, including two proDemocratic Independents.
“The election was a referendum on the Bush agenda and the
voters rejected it,” Sweeney declared.
See Labor jubilant...page 7

sota, the union representing
teachers and other educators.
The newcomers include
Erin Murphy, director of the
Minnesota Nurses Association,
Tom Anzelc, former legislative
lobbyist for the Laborers
International Union. All of the
union lawmakers are members
of the DFL Party except longtime state Rep. Dennis Ozment
of Rosemount, a Fire Fighter
and Republican.
Wellstone Action, the progressive organization formed
following the death of U.S.
Senator Paul Wellstone, also is
taking credit for turning the
tide both in Minnesota and
nationally.
Tim Walz, an Education
Minnesota member who was
elected to the U.S. House from
District 1 over incumbent Gil
Gutknecht, and Mark Ritchie,
who defeated Mary Kiffmeyer
for Secretary of State, are
among a large group of candidates who got their start
through Camp Wellstone trainings that teach progressives
how to win.
In Nov. 7’s General
Election, 35 Camp Wellstone
graduates running for local,
state and federal office won
election in Minnesota, the
organization announced.
“It all started at Camp Wellstone for me,” said Ritchie. “I
learned what it takes to run a
winning race while staying true
to your beliefs.”

Sign up as an e-activist to press for reform
To make sure that the
echoes of Nov. 7’s General
Election can’t be ignored and
that the voice of the American
people continues to be heard,
the AFL-CIO’s Working
Families Network is looking
for more e-activists to send
messages to Congress and
elsewhere. If you believe in:
• Raising the minimum
wage to $7.25 an hour.
• Restoring workers’ freedom to form unions: Pass the
Employee Free Choice Act and

reverse the National Labor
Relations Board’s recent ruling
that allows employers to deny
workers’ union rights by classifying them as “supervisors.”
• Overturning the ban prohibiting Medicare from negotiating with drug companies for
more affordable prescription
drugs.
• Stopping sending our best
jobs overseas. Reward companies that create jobs at home,
instead of giving tax dollars to
companies that export our jobs.

• Reversing cuts in student
loans made by the Republican
Congress.
• Beginning serious work
on urgent, longer-term priorities to provide affordable
health care for all, retirement
security, fair trade policies,
world-class public education,
energy independence, reasonable and fair immigration
reform—and to bring our
troops home rapidly.

Melanie Ford
NCLB has impossible goals asks for County
Atty. recount
President Bush’s cry for help, No Child Left Behind, requires

The St. Louis County
Attorney’s race isn’t over yet.
Melanie Ford is requesting a
recount in the race that at one
time had her defeating 28-year
incumbent Alan Mitchell.
However, an audit of ballot
counts the day after the Nov. 7
election had found that 535
votes for Mitchell had only
been counted as 53, the number
by which he was finally
declared the winner, 39,931 to
39,878. There were 250 write...1929--Duluth union painters, to assist in spreading
in ballots.
employment among other painters, will give up four hours
Since the difference in votes
every week in adopting a 40 hour workweek.
for the candidates came within
...1939--The AFL has begun one of its most active organiza- 0.5 percent of the total,
tional drives in the history of the state to unionize the miners Minnesota law says the recount
must be done at the county’s
on the iron range.
expense.
...1959--More than 24,000 area striking Steelworkers are
The hand count of the nearreturning to their jobs under a Taft-Hartley injunction.
ly 80,000 votes by as many as
...1969--Retail Clerks present Eleanor Peterson, office secre- 10 county employees will start
tary for 30 years, with a mink coat upon her retirement.
Nov. 29 and take about a week.
Nov. 22, 1979--The Hotel Duluth closed Nov. 21 and left 9
HERE #99 members with 250 years of service out of work.

that all students be proficient by 2014. Some policy makers
think the goal can be achieved with time, a new Economic
Policy Institute report -- “Proficiency for All– An Oxymoron” - concludes that no goal can simultaneously be challenging to
and achievable by students at all levels.
Richard Rothstein, Rebecca Jacobsen, and Tamara Wilder
show that even the highest-scoring countries in the world cannot
meet this standard, nor could they meet a standard that required
only basic skills of all students. The paper shows how policy
makers could instead create expectations of realistic improvement for all student abilities. The report’s at www. epi.org/content.cfm/webfeatures_viewpoints_nclb20061114
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Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, Dec. 5, 1:00 p.m.
Carmen’s (Big Lake Road, Cloquet)
SHEET METAL WORKERS

- Holiday Party Notices Following the regular (but condensed) December
meetings of the Duluth-Superior
and Iron Range areas of Local 10,
we will have our Annual Holiday
parties with great food, fun and
holiday cheer.

All our Retirees are
encouraged to attend.
Duluth-Superior meeting-Monday, Dec. 11, 5:00 p.m.,
Wellstone Hall, Duluth Labor Temple
Iron Range meeting-Tuesday, Dec. 12, 7:00 p.m.,
Hibbing Park Hotel
~Dennis Marchetti
Business Rep., Local 10
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Carpenter #361’s Chris Hill, Keith Olafson, and Bernard
Lindquist, along with other members of the Northern Wis.
Building & Construction Trades Council, have been picketing KRA Concrete Contractors of Lake Nebagamon, who
are working on Island View Townhomes on Hwy. 2, near
Mall Drive in Superior. KRA is a subcontractor for Ideal
Homes, another non-union firm, that will finish off their
own project. The project barely made city permits as neighbors objected to it as an obstruction.

Granny D on WDSE Ch. 8

“Granny D Goes to Washington” will air on Public Television
WDSE-TV Channel 8 in the Duluth market on Friday, Nov. 24
at 8:00 p.m., taking the place of “Almanac North” which is off
for Thanksgiving.
One of Molly Ivins heroes, Doris "Granny D" Haddock, 96,
lives in the woods in New Hampshire. She worked and raised
her family during the Great Depression, and later worked in a
shoe factory in Manchester for twenty years.
With her husband, Jim, she helped stop the planned use of
hydrogen bombs in Alaska in 1960, saving an Inuit fishing village at Point Hope.
Granny D feels campaign finance is the biggest problem in
our democracy. On January 1, 1999, at 89, she began a 3,200mile walk across the country to demonstrate her concern for the
issue, walking ten miles each day for fourteen months and mak“By the Ore Docks: A ing speeches along the way. Filmmaker Alidra Solday docuWorking People’s History of mented Granny D’s trip. Find more at www.grannyd.com.
Duluth” is proving to be a great
read and is selling well. At the
first book signing in Wellstone
Hall by author Dick Hudelson, Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
his co-author Carl Ross passed
Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2006, 5:00 P.M.
away in 2005, 75 copies sold.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
“Sales are going really well,
Dick
Lally,
Business Manager (651) 646-4566
super,” said Northern Lights
owner Anita Zager.
The book would make an
excellent holiday gift. Contact
Northern Lights at 722-5267.
Calls have come to the
Labor World from Florida and
Washington DC about the book

Local labor history selling well

I.U.O.E. Local 70

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., Nov. 28
1:00 p.m.

C’s - Superior
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body
f f H O L I D AY f
f PA R T Y f f
Thursday, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Wellstone Hall, Duluth Labor Temple
Admission Fee: Wrapped gift(s) labeled for gender/age, and/or
donation at door for Toy/Gift Drop for union families in need.
LABOR WORLD NEWS, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2006

Caution: San
Francisco values
If I were going to get excited about the “Democratic tsunami,” I would have to forget
what has already happened.
The GOP is talking bi-partisanship, Dems are saying they
work well across the aisle.
Maybe that’s why the minimum wage hasn’t been raised
for 10 years, the longest such
stretch since it was enacted.
Awful big of everyone to step
forward now. Someone please
play the mandate card.
Think of it as your employer not giving you a raise for 10
years, then falling all over himself to send something your
way after getting rich from
donations he’s gotten for having starved you for so long.
Part of that time was under
Pres. Clinton, who was going
to give us health care too wasn’t he? Now even MN GOP
Gov. Pawlenty is pushing universal health care. Activate the
paddles for my failing heart,
please. What a difference an
election makes. What’s next
labor law reform? My oh my
our two party system sure am
good for us all. Dems here are
blaming Indy Peter Hutchinson

for Mike Hatch losing as if he
needed help. Mike, shhhhhhh!
But Gov. TPaw’s the guy
who shut down government a
couple years ago cuz DFLers
wouldn’t kick 37,000 people
off MNCare, the state health
plan for the poor he’s in favor
of using now to cover all kids.
Before you go “noble gesture” on TPaw, realize he’s
sporting that Bush smirk as he
can now force a DFL-controlled Legislature to fund
what taxpayers want. He’ll sit
back, take the credit and
DFLers will be blamed for
being tax and spend liberals.
Efforts by DFL legislators
to expand health care for children have been ignored in bills
in the legislature in all sessions
under Pawlenty’s four “I ain’t
raising taxes!” years. The number of children without health
care in Minnesota rose about
20 percent in Pawlenty’s first
Next Labor World is Dec. 13 term while most other state’s
improved their numbers.
LABOR WORLD
It’ll be interesting to watch
Known office of publication
2002 London Road, Room 110 the bizarro-mirror images of
Wisconsin and Minnesota. Wis
Duluth, MN 55812
(218) 728-4469
has a Dem governor, who
FAX: (218) 724-1413
vetoed 25 bills last year, and a
laborworld@qwest.net
GOP legislature. MN is just the
www.laborworld.org
opposite. Scoreboard watch
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and see who wins.
But that a boy, TPaw, go get
us health care. What a guy!
He sounds like he’s still on
the campaign trail. They’re all
still on the campaign trail and
we’re all still on the short end
of the stick. The next two years
will be positioning for the two
years that follow that just like
it’s always been. The poor will
be on the outside looking in,
wishing they were part of the
shrinking middle class, which
be us, or those that are left.
And Dem optimists are asking us to pick choices for president in 2008 and governor in
2010 like we’re really going to
be going places. Please!
We’ll be thrown a bone but
nothing major will improve
otherwise I wouldn’t be this
cynical. Show me something.
It doesn’t have to help me.
Start with those in our society
that need help the most. A minimum wage hike, sure, health
care for the poor, property tax
relief for low income seniors,
fund public education, we ain’t
asking for much. Fix our roads,
we said we’d like that. We all
think you’ve been helping
yourself all along. Now help
those who really need it.

Sen. Tomassoni says ‘Thanks!’
Editor,
I’m writing to express my sincere thanks to the people of our
region for getting out and voting November 7th. Having worked
in government for a few years now, there’s nothing more satisfying to watch than democracy in action in its purest form.
Getting out and marking a ballot is a freedom that not all people
of the world enjoy, and a right for which we should be thankful.
All of us should be grateful for the efforts of so many volunteers who gave of their time to knock on doors, make phone
calls and drop off literature to remind people to get out and vote.
And thanks are also due to our hard-working men and women
from the state’s unions, who did a tremendous job of mobilizing
voters. I can’t thank you enough.
The vote of confidence I received is a great honor, and I am
proud to continue my work on behalf of our communities at the
State Capitol. My opponent deserves a tip of the cap for running
a clean campaign. Sadly, that was a rarity in this season where
mudslinging became the norm in many races.
With all of that behind us, I look forward to working with
Governor Pawlenty and my friends in the House during the
2007 legislative session and beyond to secure a bright future for
northeastern Minnesota and for all people in our state.
David Tomassoni, State Senator, Chisholm
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Hope you were hanging on to something solid Tuesday night because this
country lurched so hard to the left, half of
Washington woke up with a wicked case of whiplash on
Wednesday. No, make that most of Washington. And all of K
Street. And the Republicans should be grateful. Because if it
weren’t for Democratic persistence they wouldn’t still be able to
file for protection under the Endangered Species Act.
The electoral semi tsunami means new Speaker of the House,
Nancy Pelosi is next in line after Dick Cheney in Presidential
succession. In other words, she’s only two chicken bones away
from the Presidency. And Bush does not look like a picky eater.
Does the term unchewed pretzel have any meaning here? Not to
mention one loud noise takes Cheney out like that, leading
to…President Pelosi. And to conservatives, that’s got to be scarier than a raw meat bathing suit in a shark tank.
Since she’s the human embodiment of what right wing talk
show hosts refer to as (cue theme music from Psycho) the
extreme agenda of San Francisco values, people all over the
country have to be curious as to exactly what are these alarming
values? Glad you asked. Pull up a chair, plop the kids in front of
“CSI: Topeka” and let me tell you about Ms. Pelosi and the den
of iniquity she represents and passes as the city named after Saint
Francis of Assisi.
For those who can’t wait to get Nancy Pelosi down on the
ground to shave her head and expose her horns, I regret to inform
you they aren’t there. She’s a kindly old grandma now, and
although she does smile like some fiend is twisting a knobby
pole inserted up her butt, the ironic part is, in San Francisco, this
supposedly frighteningly extreme liberal is considered a moderate and is often protested by leftist factions claiming she’s too
deep in the mainstream and has sold out. And yeah, there are factions here that believe the same is true of Fidel.
The best way to analyze The City, as we call ourselves, is to
look to the movies. Like in “The Wizard of Oz,” when Dorothy
says, “we’re not in Kansas anymore,” that’s our motto. Then, at
the end of “Peter Pan,” where Tinkerbell almost dies and the
only thing that can save her is audience applause. Well, that’s us
too. We’re not Kansas and we clap for fairies. So what? Big deal.
Who cares?
What we believe in are the rights of the individual. Our
biggest moral flaw is we hate judgmental people, a bit of an
internal fallacy, I’ll admit. We do go out of our way not to place
restrictions on people or their actions or religions or appearances. When you think about it, what they’re really afraid of is
the freedoms citizens of San Francisco enjoy. That’s right, they
hate us for our freedoms.
We may be part of America, but we’re the exception that
proves the rule. You’ve heard of “thinking outside the box?”
Well, we outlawed corners. We’re as far beyond that whole red/
blue thing as a sperm whale is beyond a toothpick. We’re not
blue. We’re indigo. Eggplant. Plum. Aubergine. Periwinkle. And
yes, a large percentage of us do know the difference between
aubergine and periwinkle. And recent revelations seem to suggest that a large percentage of Americans do know the difference
between hope and hopeless. And we are no longer the last pocket of resistance.
Comic, actor, writer, occasional radio talk show host Will
Durst believes it’s important the world knows, that in San
Francisco, Halloween is redundant.
©2006 Will Durst

“Quote, Unquote”
"I thought it was a typically low blow by a bunch
of sewer rats who specialize in that kind of campaign."
~Retiring U.S. Sen. Mark Dayton on Republican’s trying to
take down Amy Klobuchar in the race for his seat by hammering on the notion that Dayton was “Amy’s hero.” She trounced
Bush-Boy, Rep. Mark Kennedy by 20 points.
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At long last, the economy may have finally mattered enough for voters
By Geoff Garin
The economy and the state
of working America certainly
was not the only issue that
drove the outcome of the 2006
elections, but economic issues
certainly were an important
part of the story behind the
political earthquake that took

place Nov. 7. Politicians
from either party who ignore
the voters’ message about the
need for economic change will
do so at their own peril.
In exit polls taken across
America on Election Day,
respondents were asked about
the importance of various

Submitted Photo

Brothers Kyle and Ryan Linn shot nearly identical bucks.

Anything you can do...
Here’s a story that may make you see double. Brothers Kyle
and Ryan Linn, both Sheet Metal Workers Local 10 apprentices
employed by A.W. Kuettel & Sons in Duluth, shot nearly identical 11 point bucks on the opening weekend of Minnesota’s deer
hunting season within 400 yards of each other.
“Their racks were almost identical down to a nub point by
their left ears,” said Kyle. “If they’re not twins, they’re definitely brothers.”
Ryan, 25, was in his glory when he shot his buck on Saturday,
Nov. 11 at 4:00 p.m., because his younger brother, Kyle, 23, has
a history of bagging bigger bucks than he gets. His glory only
lasted 17 hours when Kyle got his Sunday, Nov. 12 at 9:00 a.m.
and it outweighed Ryan’s by 14 pounds, 175 to 189.
The extended Linn family has a 32-year hunting tradition in
the Pequaywan Lake area. Their party has 11 members in it each
year with 8 of them being union members. Kyle and Ryan’s Dad,
Brian is a 21-year member of Sheet Metal Workers Local 10,
employed by D.G. Solem and Sons.

issues and considerations in
determining their votes.
Among those who voted
Democratic, three issues stood
as the keys, all at a roughly
equal level of importance: Iraq,
corruption and scandals in
Washington, and the economy.
Among the total electorate,
39 percent of voters said the
economy was an extremely
important issue for them in this
election. These voters broke
solidly for the Democrats—
voting for a Democratic candidate in House races by a margin of 59 percent to 39 percent.
Similarly, 41 percent
described the issue of corruption and ethics to be extremely
important—with these voters
also breaking 59 percent to 39
percent for the Democrats.
Thirty-five percent of voters said the war in Iraq was
extremely important in shaping
their vote; this group split 60
percent to 40 percent in favor
of the Democrats.
President Bush and many
Republicans expected the
economy to be a strong issue
for the GOP this year. Many of
the so-called pundits agreed
with them—reasoning that the
improvement in the stock market and the relatively low unemployment rate would drive
voters to the Republican column. Of course, working
Americans who experience the
reality of economic life today
had a different point of view—
and acted upon it in the election.
Polling conducted before
the election shows the employment rate is not a good measure of Americans’ real confidence in the economy. A significant majority believe

(rightly so) that the new jobs
we have added to the economy
are not as good as the jobs we
have lost, both in terms of pay
and benefit. In polling conducted for the AFL-CIO, most
Americans say that even if you
get a good education and are
willing to work hard, it is hard
to find a job in today’s economy that is both secure and
good paying.
The key number from the
national exit polling is that
only 31 percent of voters feel
they and their families are able
to get ahead financially in the
current economy; the rest
report that they are just keeping up or falling behind. The
Republicans won handily in
the election among the minority who feel they are doing well
economically, but they suffered major losses among the
majority of voters who don’t
feel they are benefiting from
Bush-onomics.
The economic concerns that
played out in this election were
not just about the conditions
working families face today,
but also about real worries
regarding what the economic
future holds for the next generation. Just one in three voters
said they expect life to be better for the next generation,
while 40 percent said things
for the next generation will be
worse than they are today.
Those who worry that the next
generation will be worse off
voted decisively for change on
Election Day—siding with the
Democrats over the Republicans by 66 percent to 32 percent.
2006 was a record-setting
year for the AFL-CIO in terms
of mobilizing members to vote

for change, with 74 percent of
all members saying they voted
for the Democratic congressional candidate in their district. As with the electorate as
whole, the economy was not
the only issue for union members, but clearly it was a very
major factor.
Overwhelmingly, union
members want the new
Congress to recognize the economic challenges of working
families and take action on a
working families’ agenda—
including priorities such as
protecting workers’ wages and
benefits in cases of corporate
bankruptcies, requiring Medicare to negotiate for lower
drug prices, reforming trade
agreements to protect workers’
rights, raising the minimum
wage and expanding health
coverage. These economic priorities of union members are
shared and supported by voters
across the electorate.
Americans were saying
something important about the
economy when they voted
(that) Tuesday. Their message
about the need for real economic change played a critical
role in the outcome of the election. The people they elected
shouldn’t forgot it, and the
union movement will help lead
the way to make sure they
remember.
Geoffrey D. Garin is president of Peter D. Hart Research
Associates, one of the nation’s
leading survey research firms,
which conducted an election
night survey among union
members for the AFL-CIO.

FREE
GLASSES!
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Purchase one pair of
Vision-Pro Glasses,
get the second pair FREE!*
NOW OPEN IN

MOOSE LAKE!
RX Sunglasses
Bifocals •Trifocals
Even No-Line & Flat Tops!

Week after week you go to work. Doing the
same task. Over and over. Then one day you
notice that your back or neck hurts. Statistics

We’ll Bill for Your
Insurance Benefits

show that in Minnesota more than 8,000
workers are injured on the job each year due
to repeated activity. And that’s only the ones
we hear about. If you’re injured on the job you
need proven statistics working for you. We
have over 35 years of trial experience and a
team approach to personal injury cases. Fact
is, OUR SUCCESS IS NO ACCIDENT.

PAGE 4

1 3 0 W. S u p e r i o r S t .
Duluth, MN 55802

218-727-5384
800-535-1665
c u z z o . c o m

OPTICAL
DULUTH • SUPERIOR
GRAND RAPIDS • CLOQUET
*Must be of equal or lesser value: select from
special collection of frames and plastic lenses.
See store for details.

LABOR WORLD NEWS, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2006

Expect a major battle on trade issues in Congress with free traders losing
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
The incoming 110th Congress, with a Democratic-run
House and a 51-49 Democratic
edge in the Senate, will see “a
major fight” on trade, three
new lawmakers predict. The
fight will spread to the Senate,
which has been historically
more pro-“free trade” than the
House, a new senator adds.
Sen.-elect Sherrod Brown
(D-Ohio) made it clear times
would change. Reps-elect
Heath Shuler (D-N.C.) and Joe
Donnelly (D-Ind.) agreed.
Brown gave up his House
seat to trounce free trade GOP
Sen. Mike DeWine. Brown
noted two campaigners against
unfair trade, himself and Rep.
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) were

elected senators.
Public Citizen Trade Campaign Director Lori Wallach
said 33 House seats switched
away from “free trade.”
“The White House can’t
come to us with a prototype
fast track bill without labor and
environmental
standards,”
Brown said. “They understand
that if they do so, they will
lose...they won last time only
because they controlled the
clock” during the House votes
on job-losing trade treaties.
“The first battle will be to
halt fast track,” which expires
in June, USW President Leo
Gerard said. Fast track lets a
U.S. President bargain trade
treaties and send them to
Congress for up-or-down
votes, without change.

Thanks from

Marv Bodie

Carlton Co. District 2
Commissioner-Elect

Thanks to all of you for your support
during this year’s election campaign.
The words of encouragement, the lawn sign locations,
financial support, and especially your votes are
sincerely appreciated. Working families will have
a new voice on the Carlton County Board.
Paid for by Volunteers for Marv Bodie, P.O. Box 187, Esko, MN 55733,
Brent Pykkonen, Treasurer, marvbodie06@cpinternet.com
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In the roll-call on the last
trade pact, the job-losing
CAFTA (Central American
Free Trade Agreement), 15
Democrats deserted workers
and voted for it, giving Pres.
Bush a narrow win. It lacked
enforceable labor protections.
Bush is pushing similar nolabor-rights free trade with
Peru, Vietnam and Colombia.
By contrast, the new
Congress would insist “not just
on substantive labor and environmental standards in trade
pacts, but that they be enforceable,” Brown stated. He
explained the loss of the GOP
majority means Bush “can’t
twist arms” by threatening to
grant or withhold favors for
votes on trade pacts. He noted
one of the few GOPers to defy
Bush, business and leadership
pressure on CAFTA, Rep.
Walter Jones (R-N.C.), won reelection. “Jones resisted, and
stayed, but Taylor went along
and lost.”
Shuler beat Rep. Charles
Taylor (R), in far western
North Carolina, agreed. The
state, he noted, has “lost 78
percent of its textile industry
jobs to unfair trade agreements, and trade was the hotbutton topic in every single
county.” Taylor, Shuler pointed out in the campaign, was
absent for the CAFTA vote.
Trade affects more than just
textile workers USW and lawmakers pointed out. Shuler’s
district includes a major unionized (PACE/USW) paper plant,
employing 1,000 workers.
Donnelly said unfair trade
provided a valuable bridge
between workers--including
UAW-represented Delphi auto
parts workers--and farmers.

A Kokomo Delphi plant put
a assets overseas as the auto
parts firm filed for bankruptcy,
he explained. Using bankruptcy, it demanded workers be cut
from $21/hour plus health
insurance to $9/hour with no
health insurance.
“Our governor”--former
Bush Budget Director Mitch
Daniels (R)--“said ‘Those are
fair jobs,’” after Delphi
announced the cuts, Donnelly
said. “Delphi said ‘We can get
parts cheaper in China.’”
Farmers also opposed
unfair trade, Donnelly noted,
after prices for their crops
slumped following passage
and implementation of the
“free trade” pacts. USW’s
Gerard noted the trade pacts’
impact was so bad that, in
February, the U.S., known as
the world’s breadbasket,
became a net importer of food,
in dollar terms.
“We’ve lost almost 50,000
jobs in USW alone to bad trade
agreements” in the last few
years, said Gerard. Since

1999, according to the AFLCIO Industrial Unions Council, the U.S. has lost 3 million
factory jobs, half of them
union jobs. Ohio alone has lost
260,000 jobs, which is why
Brown sharply hit DeWine’s
“free trade” votes.
“Trade played a big role in
this turnaround” that won
Democrats congressional control, Gerard said. He said it
was crucial in wins by Brown,
Sanders, Democratic Sens.elect Jon Tester (Mont.), Claire
McCaskill (Mo.), and others.
“Our enemy isn’t the
Brazilian or the Chinese or the
other workers” who now get
the factory jobs that migrate
from the U.S., “but these
exploitative trade agreements.”
And with the dollars foreign countries earn--the U.S.
trade deficit is headed towards
a record $800 billion this year-the story is that “we keep buying their oil, and they keep
buying our roads and our
ports” and our industry, Gerard
said.

Duluth Building Trades
Health & Welfare Fund Members
All Thrifty White and White Drug Pharmacies are participating pharmacies for your
new health plan. We can fill a 90 day supply for you and for convenience we offer our
Ready refill ™ program for automated refills. Our mail order takes three or four days
instead of 10 to 14 as you are accustomed to seeing!
We also offer:
• Many convenient locations in
Minnesota and North Dakota
• Free mail out service
• Free in town prescription delivery
• 30 day private charge accounts

• Order your prescriptions by phone,
24 hours a day
• Free daily blood pressure checks
• 122 years of pharmacy service
in the upper Midwest

All of our pharmacies are ready to fill all of your family’s prescription needs.

Pinetree Plaza • Inside Super One Foods • Cloquet, MN

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
For a listing of all locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

Now Open in the Duluth Labor Temple...

UNION BARBERS
Owners Kim & Ted Bujold invite you
to their beautiful, brand new Barber
Shop. They specialize in the fullrange of family cuts, and, guys, are
you ready to treat yourself to an
old-fashioned, HOT SHAVE?

Union Barbers
2002 London Road

Stylist Melissa or Master
Barber Robert will be able
to give you the cut you
want! Just ask Retired
(Use 20th Ave. E. entrance, left down the hall)
Ironworker Dan Voorhees.

SHOP HOURS :
Tuesday-Friday 8:30-6 Saturday 9-1

CALL
Make an Appointment or just Walk-In 728-0336
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Post election etiquette--Isn’t it nice to get advice from the GOP, media?
By Molly Ivins
(Austin, TX, Nov. 9)

The sheer pleasure of getting lessons in etiquette
from Karl Rove and
the right-wing media
passeth all understanding. Ever
since 1994, the Republican
Party has gone after Democrats
with the frenzy of a foaming
mad dog. There was the
impeachment of Bill Clinton,
not to mention the trashing of
both Clinton and his wife -accused of everything from
selling drugs to murder -- all
orchestrated by that paragon of
manners, Tom DeLay.
Media Matters collected
some gems of fairness. For
instance, Monica Crowley
with MSNBC, in the wake of
John Kerry’s botched program,
astutely observed “how lucky
we are that he was not elected

president....The Republicans
remain the grown-ups, the
responsible ones on national
security.”
How many dead Americans
has this grown-up war resulted
in?
And how darling of Fox’s
Juan Williams, upon learning
polls show the people favor
Democrats on taxes, to say,
“To me, that’s crazy.”
And how many times did
Chris Matthews use the Republican talking points about
Nancy Pelosi? Extremist,
uncooperative,
incapable,
unwilling to work with the
president.
So after 12 years of tolerating lying, cheating and corruption, the press is prepared to
lecture Democrats on how to
behave with bipartisan manners.
Given Bush’s record with

KOLAR
AUTOMOTIVE

GROUP

the truth, this bipartisanship
sounds like a bad idea on its
face. Go back to the first year
of the administration, when
Bush double-crossed Ted
Kennedy in the No Child Left
Behind Act. Think about it:
You’ve said at the outset of
your administration that you
need cooperation to get anything done. Then you doublecross one of the senior senators
of the other party when your
re-education and labor agenda
is dependent on him?
These people are not only
dishonest -- they’re not even
smart. Not that I recommend
nailing them at every turn, but
I wouldn’t be surprised if they
try to do it to Democrats. If
what Republicans have been
practicing is bipartisanship,
West Texas just flooded.
O.K., here’s what the D’s
have going for them. New

733-0100
www.kolarnet.com

When Others Won’t...KOLAR Will
4781 Miller Trunk Hwy., Duluth, MN

This is leverage.

kids. Easy, popular first moves
-- for example, increasing the
minimum wage. Republicans
so inept that it’s painful. You
want to look at some really,
really basic legislation, try fixing the Medicare prescription
drug bill. Or the bankruptcy
bill. Or new dollar and trade
policies.
Then we get to the real meat
of this election. There are all
manner of shuffle steps and
politically shrewd thing for the
D’s to do. But now is not the
time to be clever. The Democrats won this election because
we are involved in a disastrous
war. We know how to do this:
Declare victory, and go home.
I noticed when Republicans
are forced to talk about how to
end this, they tend to announce
that it’s all hopeless: They have

no ideas at all. Thanks, guys.
Of all the options, I would say
splitting Iraq into three states is
least advisable. First, it puts us
in the position of screwing the
Kurds once again. Second,
Turkey has serious objections
to a Kurdistan. Third, Turkey is
not a militia. Fourth, then you
give Iran and Saudi Arabia a
pawn apiece. And there’d be an
unimaginable amount of future
hassle.
Do I have any good ideas?
Yes, but it’s not a solution. We
need to start the Middle East
peace process again. Because
it’s the right thing to do.
Because it’s what Bush should
have done to begin with.
Because we have to start somewhere.
© 2006 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

www.creators.com

NYC labor leader charged
The President of New York City’s Central Labor Council,
Brian M. McLaughlin, 54, was indicted Oct. 17 on 43 federal
charges including fraud, embezzlement, bribery, money laundering, and illegally taking $2.2 million from taxpayers, unions, and
contractors in the last decade. McLaughlin took leave of his
CLC job as well as retiring from the New York State Assembly,
where he had served 14 years. His combined salaries and
expenses had been earning him $263,600 a year.
The 186-page racketeering indictment covers 1995-2006. It
accused him of everything from taking $95,000 from Little
League baseball, creating two no-show jobs on his legislative
staff and keeping some of the salary, as well as taking illegal
payments from street lighting contractors. He’s charged with
using $80,000 in stolen money to buy his wife a Mercedes. The
indictment said he also used campaign funds to buy a female
friend a plasma tv. Other funds
were used to renovate his
$760,000 estate in Suffolk
County near Long Island
Sound.
U.S. Attorney for Manhattan, Michael Garcia, said the
theft was “stunning in its
breadth and scope” and “This
case lends a new meaning to
the term ‘hand in the till.’”
The New York City CLC
has 1 million members from
400 affiliated local unions. It is
being run by Ed Ott, its former
political director, who was
appointed by state federation
president Denis Hughes..

INTERSTATE

SPUR
It’s an advantage. When it comes to your health care, having access to more doctors
and hospitals here at home and around the world is an advantage only Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Minnesota and BlueCard® can give you. So no matter where you
are, rest assured that you’re covered by a name
that’s recognized anywhere you go.

2700 W. Michigan St.

GAS - DIESEL
GROCERIES
OPEN 24 HOURS
PAGE 6

LABOR WORLD NEWS, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2006

Labor jubilant over election results...from page 1
Union volunteers came out
in record numbers. They produced big results for workerbacked candidates, Ackerman
and pollster Guy Molyneux
said. Ackerman estimated
unionists and allies were just
over one-fourth of the total
electorate, double the union
percentage of workers. More
importantly, three of every four
of those unionists and their
allies voted for union-backed
candidates. Until this election,
the AFL-CIO and allies had
never broken 70%.
“We had a structure in place
earlier than ever before and
were active in some races even
before the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. We put into play races that
were previously thought to be
unwinnable,” said AFSCME’s

Gerald McEntee, co-chair of
the AFL-CIO’s political committee and the joint campaign
directorate with the Change To
Win labor federation.
Ackerman said Labor spent
the final weekend going after
“dropoff voters”: Unionists
who went to the polls in 2004’s
presidential election but not
the 2002 off-year vote.
Sweeney admitted almost
all of the politicians unions
supported this year were
Democrats, due to the antiworker agenda of the GOPleaning 109th Congress, which
returned Nov. 13. One of few
GOPers to get a state fed
endorsement, Rep. Jo Anne
Emerson (R-Mo.), won.
Molyneux discounted pollsters who said scandals hurt
the GOP or that Bush’s war in

Bell ringing for the Community Services Program (CSP)
and the Salvation Army Friday night at the Mall were
IBEW 31’s Dan Leslie, Alex Willis, and Jane Willis.
CSP is seeking donations for its own holiday programs,
including food baskets and a toy/gift drop. If you can make
a donation of any kind contact Yvonne Harvey, 728-1779.

Fixing Up? Look Up!
tay clear of power lines when using ladders and
other long equipment while working on outdoor
projects. The first rule is to keep looking up and
remember the 10 FOOT RULE – equipment needs to
clear power lines by ten feet in every direction.
Electric energy is a powerful friend, but if your
equipment comes in contact with a power line, follow
the rules, or you could receive a harmful, fatal shock.

S

$$$

A safety message from Minnesota Power.

Greg Rindal
Minnesota Power Safety Manager

I want to help
you save money.

(218) 728-6803

®

Call Gopher State One Call before you DIG: 1-800-252-1166
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Iraq was the only issue that
really turned the election. His
polling showed voters linked
the war--which large majorities
oppose--with the economy and
Bush’s failure to pay attention
to their needs on issues.
The union leaders also
emphasized that just because
the anti-worker GOP majority
was ousted on Nov. 7, the work
is not done.
“We have no intention of
sitting back,” Sweeney said.
“We’ll keep up our campaign
to demand Congress take decisive action” to raise the minimum wage and “give people
real power to join unions” by
passing the labor-backed
Employee Free Choice Act to
level the playing field between
workers and management.
Congress also must demand
that Bush ”bring the troops
from Iraq rapidly” and “start
making a real plan to fight the
war on terror,” he stated.
McEntee added several
other items to the agenda:
“Safeguarding public pensions, fund essential services
and defend workers’ rights.”
“For six years, Bush has
pushed an anti-worker agenda
that enriches corporations and
the wealthy while neglecting-even punishing--working families. The Republican Congress has been complicit in this
great national sellout. Yesterday, their rubber stamp was
revoked,” McEntee concluded.
Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body President Alan
Netland said the most important change in Congress may
be to have Senator Patrick
Leahy (D-Vermont) chairing
the Judiciary Committee.
“He will be the watchdog
for future Supreme Court nominees,” Netland said, “and
there won’t be a lap dog for the
President there anymore.
Right wingers will have a difficult time with this former
judge.”

Call me today!
You may qualify for
money-saving auto
insurance discounts.

Jerome E Siljendahl Agency
2002 London Rd Ste 200
(218) 728-6803 Bus
Duluth, MN 55812

© 2000 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries

Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 z www.amfam.com
NA -16942
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Anti-war rallies
continue...from page 1
in Wisconsin and Minnesota calling on officials to refuse to deploy
any more National Guard or
Reserve troops to Iraq.
The Iraq War is the first U.S. war
that is being opposed by the AFLCIO. Many trade unionists were
among the 150 protesters and two,
AFSCME 66’s Sharla Gardner and
Fletcher Hinds, addressed the rally.
Hinds, a Marine infantryman in
the Vietnam War, said the American
people had sent a message with the
votes they cast November 7 that
they want the troops to be brought
home from a civil, guerrilla war that
was never declared by Congress, but
pursued by a President Bush on
faulty intelligence that is taking too
many lives. He said this country
must do a better job of taking care of
our veterans once they get home as
well.
Gardner read an address from
state Senator Becky Lourey, a Gold Sgt. Daniel Fanning
Star mother who lost a son to the never thought he’d be
Iraq War. She was unable to attend addressing an anti-war
rally on his first Vetthe rally.
The next Northland Anti-War eran’s Day on returning
Coalition protest will be Saturday, home from Iraq.
Dec. 2 in Ashland, WI. at the Sigurd Olson Environmental
Institute for a 1:00 p.m. march to the Post Office.
NAWC meets again Sunday, Dec. 10, 2:00 p.m. at the
Chester Creek Cafe in Duluth. For more information visit
www.myspace.com/nawc or email antiwarmasses@yahoo.com

Wake-Up Wal-Mart adds Obama, Edwards
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
The grassroots campaign to
turn rabid anti-worker retailer
Wal-Mart, the nation’s largest
company, into socially responsible corporate citizen started a
new 6-week drive Nov. 15
picking up backing from two
Democratic presidential primary contenders. In separate
conference calls, Sen. Barack
Obama (D-Ill.) and former
Sen. John Edwards (D-N.C.)
strongly backed the group’s
efforts.
WakeUpWalMart.com is
asking consumers to send
50,000 postcards to consumers
in Iowa, the first 2008 presidential caucus state.
Both Obama and Edwards
stressed the campaign isn’t just
about Wal-Mart, but the
increasing trend where work-

ers are losing jobs, pay, pensions and health care while the
rich--including the Walton
family--get richer.
WakeUpWalMart director
Paul Blank discussed the
firm’s latest anti-family moves,
including too-flexible-scheduling from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily, converting 200,000 of its
“full-time” jobs to part-time
and eliminating lowest-cost
health care for new hires.
Those and other anti-family
measures led to a first-ever
walk-out by workers at a
Hialeah Gardens, Fla., store.
Wal-Mart has fought organizing drives by UFCW among
its 1.3 million workers by closing a Quebec store that went
union, shutting its meat-cutting
departments nationwide after
one small meat department in
Texas voted for UFCW, and by

repeated labor law-breaking,
which gave birth to www.
WakeUpWalMart.com now
with 300,000 members.
The new campaign protests
other abuses by Wal-Mart:
* continued sexual discrimination and refusal to pay overtime. The nation’s largest-ever
workplace sex discrimination
case, covering 1.6 million present and former female WalMart workers, is pending in
federal court in San Francisco.
* A “pay cap” for all but the
company’s top executives.
Writers into a WakeUpWalMart blog noted the cap
means some veteran workers
would have their pay cut.
Those factors, Blank said,
led 52% of respondents to tell
an NBC/Wall Street Journal
poll in September that WalMart needs federal regulation.

Show your support of troops
donate a USO Care Package
You can show your support of our troops in the U.S. Armed
Forces at this especially lonely holiday season for them by sponsoring an Operation USO Care Package.
United Service Organizations is chartered by Congress and
recognized and supported by the Department of Defense as a
non-profit charitable corporation. It provides morale, welfare
and recreation-type services to uniformed military personnel. It
represents the American people by extending a Touch of Home
to their military members.
Hundreds of thousands of deployed troops have received care
packages and messages of support and this holiday season the
one millionth package will be send.
You can let our brave men and women know you appreciate
their sacrifice and are proud of their service by sending a package by logging on to www.usocares.org.
With your $25 donation, the USO will deliver a care package
of requested items including a 100-minute prepaid calling card,
toiletries, sunscreen, handy wipes, and other items. You can
include a personal message of thanks and let them know they are
not forgotten this holiday season.

May this be your best
Thanksgiving ever!
Left to right (top row): Sean Quinn, Stephanie Balmer, Jim Peterson & Jim Balmer
(bottom row): Tom Turkey, Bob Falsani, Bill Thompson & Eric Beyer

Join us forr Personal Service… Join us for
f a Lending
nding Hand… Join us Because You Can !

61 years of Experience Now Available to all Northland Residents and Businesses
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