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MN Legislature will need overtime
To no one’s surprise the
Minnesota legislative session
ended Monday night, May 23,
without a budget being passed.
From its opening day on
January 4, when the budget
deficit was projected to be $6.2
billion, to the last day, with a
projected $5 billion deficit, the
Republican-controlled legislaVOL. 116 ture has shown no interest in
NO. 22 compromising with DFL Governor Mark Dayton.
Monday night they were
only $1.8 billion apart –
Dayton at $35.8 billion,
Republicans at $34 billion.
Dayton would have increased
revenue by taxing the richest
top 2% of Minnesotans after
compromising on his initial tax
increase plan. Republicans
would accept no tax increases,
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they said, but their policies will
increase property taxes by $1
billion (see page 7).
In the end the only part of
the budget that they came to
agreement on was agriculture.
Duluth Senator Roger
Reinert expressed his disappointment on the legislature’s
failure to do it’s job.
“I am disappointed that the
legislature has not completed
this task,” said Senator Reinert.
“There has been zero progress
since the Governor offered a
compromise on the budget bill
two weeks ago. So we adjourn
tonight and the one and only
mandated
job
of
the
Legislature – to create a balanced budget for the next two
years for the State of
Minnesota – remains undone.”

(See Rep. Kerry Gauthier’s
comments on page 6’s “Quote,
Unquote.”)
It will be up to Dayton to
call a special session designed
to pass a budget but he says
first there has to be a plan in
place to actually accomplish
that.
The current budget is good
through June 30. If a budget
isn’t passed state government,
except for emergency services,
could shut down on July 1.
Labor had legislative watch
groups at the Capitol to ask that
legislators do their job and
reach a compromise budget
that is fair to all Minnesotans.
“After five months, the
GOP majority has failed to create the jobs they promised and
See Special session...page 3

Over 148,000 pounds of food collected here

Former state legislator Joe Begich told Rep. Chip Cravaack that his support of Rep. Ryan’s budget bill is the
wrong way to fix what ails America. Begich said Speaker
John Boehner is even distancing himself from the plan.
Cravaack held a townhall meeting in Mt. Iron May 17.
Begich’s nephew, Mark, is a U.S. Senator from Alaska.

National numbers for the
19th Annual National Association of Letter Carriers Food
Drive won’t be known until
June but this area’s numbers
are in. The nation’s largest one
day food drive – Saturday, May
14 this year– collected over
149,000 pounds of food to help
alleviate hunger in this region.
“Our numbers were down a
bit but any amount we’re able

Rep. Cravaack gets a rude Range reception
The northern part of Minnesota’s huge 8th Congressional
District finally got to meet their
new member of the U.S. House
of Representatives last week.
Rep. Chip Cravaack attended
the opening of his Duluth
office May 17 and then went to
Mt. Iron for a townhall meeting
that evening. It wasn’t a lovefest on the Iron Range.
Cravaack channeled Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan, the
Republican budget maestro, for
the meeting’s first half hour in
a power point presentation that
had many of the over 150 in
attendance perplexed. Rumblings and grumblings turned to
outbursts in a bizarro-world
reverse reenactment of the

Oberstar/Cravaack debate at
the DECC last fall.
It was odd that a political
event, especially on the Iron
Range, had virtually no signage or demonstrations. They
were part of six, banned-item,
official, rules’ sheet handed
down by Cravaack that ended
“This includes the parking lot
outside the venue.” He had at
least six staffers with him.
The tea party types in attendance were on their best behavior. Well, some people are just
plain mavericks, but they were
outnumbered maybe 4–1. The
14 front row seats had
“Reserved” signs on them but
only 11 were taken, one by the
woman who tried to shout
down Oberstar when he spoke
at Duluth’s Labor Day Picnic
last year. She was trying to take
him to task on the abortion
issue. His strong pro-life stance
had always been accepted by
his pro-choice supporters who
knew he did so many other
things well for the region.
The people in Mt. Iron who
have been upset with Cravaack’s votes since being seated in January, and, let’s face it,
still feeling the pain of Jim
Oberstar’s loss, have been itching to fight back since that day

at the DECC and Oberstar’s
loss to Cravaack in November.
Cravaack played right into
their hands in Mt. Iron with his
“I’m only trying to protect your
future, my future, my parents’
future, your childrens’ future
and my childrens’ future”
mantra that isn’t backed up by
his votes or his presentation on
Ryan’s plan. People wanted
facts, the truth, and honesty and
obviously didn’t feel like they
were getting it.
Cravaack’s first transgression was referring to “Obamacare.” A woman in the back
shouted, “Call it what it is!” He
was rocked and started to stumble from that point on.
“Okay, Affordable Care
Act,” he said as he stumbled
back to his power point.
The slides were sequenced
to show how government
spending has gone in the past
and how it will be. As he laid
out projections, the graphs
would explode off the charts,
obviously meant to produce a
“Code Red” terrorism-type
alert birthed by President
George Bush. “Not in our
townhall” was the Ranger
response. The world is scary
See Cravaack...page 5

to collect is a success,” said
NALC Zenith Branch 114
Merged coordinator Robert
Marshall. “These kind of numbers are great for area people
who are hungry, and many of
them are children.”
Here are the local numbers:
Duluth ~ 87,233 pounds
Proctor ~ 6,212
Hermantown ~ 3,396
Two Harbors ~ 5,464
Silver Bay ~ 1,636
Cloquet ~ 13,951
Superior ~ 31,000.
Marshall said the Hermantown number is low because of
a change in the collection
venue, which caused a communication problem. The Superior
number was preliminary and
was expected to rise.
“Duluth increased its total
by 10,000 pounds over last
year,” said Marshall. The

record in Duluth was 105,000
pounds in 2004 he said.
“We want to thank all the
active, retired and rural Letter
Carriers, volunteers, and sponsors who once again stepped up
to the plate to help stamp out
hunger,” said Marshall.
Area sponsors included
Super One Foods,
Miner's
Inc., Republic Bank, A&L
Properties, Share Advantage
Credit Union. Fond-du-Luth
Casino, Curtis Oil, Super
America Stores, Paper Hog,
Fuhr Printing, Lake Superior
Warehouse,
Lakehead
Constructors, Sieben, Grose,
Von Holtum & Carey, and
Lakehead Signs.
Groups and Organizations
that participate include Chum,
Union Gospel Mission, Salvation Army, Vineyard, United
Way, and Second Harvest.

Cameron Clemmer helped collect food and rode shotgun
with his dad, Guy, a member of Operating Engineers 139,
who drove one of sponsor Lakehead Constructors trucks
that transported the 74 tons of food that were collected.
Behind them retirees Dale Kilby (Operating Engineers 49)
and Buzz “Putinyour8andskate” Bassett (Carpenters 361),
volunteered at Bernie’s BBQ, sponsored by Sieben, Grose,
Von Holtum & Carey, which fed food drive workers.

Sign up now for Trades’ Golf Outing June 11 W e
Times getting short to register for the Duluth Building &
Construction Trades Council’s
21st Annual Golf Outing
Saturday, June 11 at Lester
Park Golf Course. The event is
a huge fundraiser for the
United Way of Greater Duluth
and its Community Services
Program, a joint effort with the

Struck family
denied pension
bump by GOP
Last Saturday Republican
Minnesota legislators stopped a
proposal to provide a better
pension for the family of Mike
Struck an AFSCME Local 280
member and Minnesota Dept.
of Transportation worker
killed on the job while fighting
floods near Mankato March 22.
The proposal, championed
by Gov. Dayton, had been
included in a broader pension
bill, but a motion made by Sen.
Julianne Ortman, R-Chanhassen, during a committee hearing removed the provision.
Republicans characterized it as
“feel-good” proposal.
Struck is survived by a wife
and two children, ages six and
four, who are entitled to a pension benefit of just $191 a
month. The proposal would
have increase that benefit by
about $2,000 a month, an
amount similar to what the
family of a state trooper killed
in the line of duty would
receive. The Department of
Transportation had agreed to
cover the cost.
In addition to accusing
Democrats of letting “emotions” get in the way of good
policymaking, Republicans
also suggested that such a proposal might be unconstitutional, because it related to one single state employee.
That
notion was challenged by Sen.
Julie Rosen, R-Fairmont, who
reminded committee members
that previous pension bills had
included similar provisions 49
times in the last 50 years.

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., May 31
1:00 p.m.

Aces on 29th
(Superior)
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!
PAGE 2

Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body that helps many
union families in need.
“We can always use more
teams,” said Dan Olson,
Tournament Chairman. “We
always shoot to raise over
$10,000 but that’s determined
by how many teams and donations we receive.”
Tournament Co-Chair Dana
Marciniak said, “Hole sponsorships at $150 each are available
and a good way to contribute
while getting your organization’s name out there to so
many players.” She said prize
donations for players, or donations if you are unable to play
that day are also good ways to
help the fundraiser.
The event is held rain or

have

Moved!

shine with a shotgun start at Your Community Services Program has
9:00 a.m., Saturday, June 11 so
moved but still offers great help from
get there early enough to be at
your starting hole on time.
the Ordean Building, 424 West Superior
Cost of the tournament is
Street, Suite 402, Duluth, MN 55802.
$125 per individual, $500 per
Call us at (218) 726-4775 , or email
team. Individuals are encourbpeterson@unitedwayduluth.org.
aged to sign up and will be
grouped in 4-person scramble
Confidential Assistance
teams. Golf carts, greens fees
for Our Union Families
and the BBQ that follows golf
Beth
Peterson, Director
are included in the entry fee.
Make checks payable to
Duluth Building and Construction Trades, Golf Day
Event, and mail them to Golf
Day Event, Duluth Building &
Construction Trades Council,
2002 London Road, Room
106, Duluth, MN 55812
Board of Directors, District 7
For more information call
Dana at 218-724-6466.
Craig Olson is a long time leader in

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, June 14, 2011, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, June 7, 1:00 p.m.
Farley’s Family Restaurant
(old Larry’s, 4899 Miller Trunk)

Vote Craig Olson

Lake Country Power

this region’s labor community. He is a
Building Trades and AFL-CIO leader
and delegate to labor bodies regionally
and state wide. As a long time Alborn
resident and member of LCP, Craig knows electricity
can be delivered efficiently to all members while
maintaining a good relationship with the productive,
skilled employees who keep the lights on for LCP.

It’s Time for Change on the LCP Board!
Ballots will arrive in the mail May 17 and
must be marked and returned by June 3.
Craig has been endorsed by IBEW Local 31, which represents 100 LCP
workers, and the North East Area Labor Council, who paid for this ad.
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Johnholtz, Serre earn Trades scholarships
Ashley Johnholtz and Isaac
Serre have been awarded 2011
Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council Scholarships.
Ashley’s father is Rick
Johnholtz, a member of Heat &
Frost Insulators & Allied
Workers Local 49. She will
graduate this year from
Superior High School, where
she has participated in orchestra, the school paper and Key
Club. She is in the top 7% of
her class academically. Outside
of school Ashley has been an
active volunteer at Essentia.
She will attend the College of
St. Scholastica to study communications and English.
Isaac’s father Michael Serre

is a member of IBEW Local
242. A senior at Marshall, Isaac
is a member of the National
Honor Society, choir, math
team, French club, and participated in football, hockey, and
track. Isaac plans to study engineering at the University of
Minnesota.
The one-time, $2,500 scholarships were established by the
Duluth Building Trades in
1999 from the sale of Shoreview House of Hope, a nonprofit temporary housing facility for cancer patients and their
families that unions created.
The scholarships are awarded to the children of any of the
17 unions affiliated with the
council. Competition is based

Ashley Johnholtz

Isaac Serre



  

upon grade point averages,
overall scholastic experience
and a 100-word essay describing what being in a union family has meant to the student.
The scholarships are administered by the Duluth Superior
Area Community Foundation.
They process the applications
and select the winners. High
school guidance counselors
have applications, which have
a Jan. 15 deadline.
Contact David Hammer at
726-0232, or
dhammer@
dsacommunityfoundation.com
for information.
DBCTC unions are: Boilermakers 647, Bricklayers 1,
Carpenters 361, Cement
Masons 633, Elevator Constructors 9, IBEW 242, Iron
Workers 512, Laborers 1091,
Millwrights 1348, Operating
Engineers 49, Painters 106,
Plumbers/Steamfitters
11,
Roofers 96, Sheet Metal
Workers 10, Sprinkler Fitters
669 and Teamsters 346.
Tax deductible donations to
the scholarship can be sent to:
Duluth Building & Construction Trades Scholarship Fund,
Room 106, 2002 London
Road, Duluth, MN 55812.

 

Special session waits as
GOP refuses to compromise
...from page 1
failed to pass a budget that protects the middle class,” said
Minnesota AFL-CIO President Shar Knutson. “Instead of creating jobs and passing a fair budget, the GOP majority has pursued a divisive social agenda and policies that are harmful to
Minnesota’s working people. The GOP majority insists on
slashing jobs, increasing property taxes, and cutting the services we all rely on just to protect the richest 2% from paying the
same share of taxes as middle class families do.”
Republicans have met with Dayton but seemed more intent
on bills that would suppress voting and constitutional amendments for the 2012 election that would ask voters to decide on
same sex marriage.
On the voting issues Knutson said, “Minnesota’s election
system and voter turnout are the envy of the nation. This bill
virtually does away with same-day voter registration, a backbone of Minnesota’s elections and our strong voter turnout. This
is an unnecessary bill that only makes it harder for eligible voters to exercise their constitutional right to vote. We urge
Governor Dayton to veto the Voter Suppression Bill.”
On of the AFL-CIO’s Constituency Groups is Pride At
Work, an organization of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
union members and their supporters. A constitutional amendment designed to ban same sex marriage is strongly opposed by
labor and the DFL.
Hundreds of AFSCME and MAPE public employees held a
vigil at the Capitol Monday night telling legislators “Don’t go
home without a fair budget – We want to work for Minnesota.”
In 2005 when Republican Gov. Tim Pawlenty shut down the
state 8,000 of their members were locked out of work for 8
days. On July 1, 31,000 of them may be out of work if there
isn’t a budget compromise. Their layoff notices will start arriving by June 8. For state taxpayers it could be a summer with
state parks, wayside rests, and many state tourist attractions
closed.
If you think you have a handle on the budget deficit you can
go to MinnPost’s website and try to fix it at www.minn
post.com/fix_minnesota_deficit/?gclid=CNb66JrO96gCFUa8
KgodMiPBVQ

Attention Laborers
Local 1091 Members
             
             

 !"#$"   $$ %!#$

VOTE!

Mark A. Maki
For Change
Business Manager/
Financial Secretary/Treasurer

The TOP 10 Reasons to Vote for Mark:
1 I will pre-job and police out of town contractors
2 I will make sure conditions, wages, breaks, safety,
overtime, and other work issues are adhered to
3 I will listen to all the concerns of all our members
4 I will be on your jobsite to represent you
5 I will have one job – to represent you
6 I will open the closed door by removing its hinges
7 I will conduct fair hiring for all our members
8 I will respect and recognize all our retirees
9 I will not condone dismantling of another union
10 I will never be out of town golfing

Please vote Maki on Thursday, June 2,
6 a.m. to 6 p.m., in the Labor Temple
Paid for by the candidate on his own behalf
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Prosser officially declared winner over Kloppenburg, no ethics charges
The Wisconsin board that
certifies elections is satisfied
with the vote totals from the
state Supreme Court election
and has declared that Justice
David Prosser did defeat challenger JoAnne Kloppenburg by

7,004 votes. The recount from
the April 5 election found her
picking up 312 votes.
She could still challenge the
findings in court and has until
May 31 to make that decision.
The election was seen as a

RE-ELECT 4

D AN O LSON

Laborers Local 1091
Business Manager
Financial Secretary-Treasurer
Proven Leadership for our Union’s Future!
I will continue to:
4 Represent every member to the best of my ability
4 Fight for good Wages and Benefits
4 Remain politically involved to protect Prevailing
Wage Laws and Project Labor Agreements
4 Enforce contract language
4 Maintain and expand our Market Share in both
NE Minnesota and NW Wisconsin
4 Uphold our Job Classifications
4 Keep an open door policy

Please show your SUPPORT for “Continued
Leadership” by casting your VOTE on JUNE 2.
Polls will be OPEN from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. in Heaney
Chambers, Duluth Labor Temple, 2002 London Rd.
Paid for by Dan Olson on his own behalf

referendum on Governor Scott
Walker’s union busting proposals with Prosser as his ally. If
no court action comes in the
case, Prosser will begin a 10year term of office in August.
The conservative court may
end up making the decision on
Walker’s “budget repair bill”
and other issues that could be
very detrimental to labor.
In another case that is the
result of Walker’s taking office
in January Wisconsin ethics
officials dismissed all ethics
complaints
against
both
Republicans and Democrats
for some of their political
maneuvers during the battle
over Walker’s union busting
bill.
The Government Accountability Board says complaints
against Walker for statements
he made during a prank phone
call that gained national attention did not violate ethics regulations. The board also said
complaints brought against his
administration for restricting
access to the state Capitol during demonstrations in Madison
against him had no merit.
In a clean sweep for Walker
the board also dismissed complaints that he and Republican
Senate Majority Leader Scott
Fitzgerald abused resources by
sending State Patrol officers
after 14 Democrats that fled the
state senate to avoid a quorum
and vote on Walker’s bill. The

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER
Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.
- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.

CASCINO VAUGHAN
LAW OFFICES

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

or
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Jim Oberstar and his wife, Jeanne, celebrate her christening
of the Interlake Steamship Co.’s laker the Hon. James L.
Oberstar behind them at the DECC Tuesday. Superior
Mayor Bruce Hagen and Duluth Mayor Don Ness joined in.

Pinetree Plaza

(414)226--0241
(800)783--0081

Recalls of six Republican
and three Democratic state senators are also in the works as
part of the aftermath of the
Battle for Wisconsin. In fact
when Walker has served a year
next January, a recall of him
can officially take place. That
process has already started
with the accumulation of signatures of registered voters.
There has been no problem getting enough signatures for any
of the recalls.

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203

Michael P. Cascino, Esq.

“Fab 14” as their supporters
called them, which included
Senator Bob Jauch of Poplar,
were not charged with misuse
of their campaign funds for
leaving the state for Illinois to
allow the public time to see
what was in Walker’s bill.
Many state residents were very
upset with many aspects of the
bill and organized to defeat
Prosser to send a statement to
Walker but in the end Walker
won that contest too.

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.

Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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Cravaack doesn’t connect with his Iron Range town hallers...from page 1
He only used the word
“Heritage,” as his source for
statistics when pressed by the
crowd. He also referenced the
non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office, the Office of
Management and Budget, and
was fond of Obama’s bi-partisan National Commission on
Fiscal Responsibility and
Reform that has a Republican
slash and burn mentality for
government services.
Suffice it to say Cravaack
feels America is dead meat
unless we cut government programs because as he said:
• lobbyists and slick lawyers
make our laws;
• the Social Security Trust
Fund has been raided and has
increased our deficit;
• our national debt and the
interest on it are controlled by
foreign nations, who soon will
challenge our sovereignty and
tell our government how it can
spend our money;
• our government spending
is making us like Europe where
38% of people have
Member Discounts! only
microwaves, 18% have clothes
dryers, and air conditioning is a
Wade Smith
luxury;
• under “ObamaCare” a 15
(218) 724-4507 member
board will make the
PLEASE MENTION THIS LABOR WORLD AD

enough to them as it is and
they’d rather fight their way
out of problems with their idea
of the truth. It’s much different
than their elected official’s.
Cravaack actually praised
President Clinton about 6
times. “We should have listened to Clinton,” Cravaack
said to which someone in the
crowd asked “So why isn’t he
endorsing (this plan),” to
which Cravaack replied, “I
don’t know, I’ll have to find
out.”
Cravaack’s endorsement of
Clinton should tell us something about the state of the
Democratic Party. Clinton did
leave a surplus that Bush
squandered to the rich. But
Cravaack also referenced the
ultra conservative Heritage
Foundation at least six times.

decisions on whether or not
you can get health care;
• gas prices are high
because there’s not enough
supply and our dollar is devalued so we need to drill in the
U.S. (“Yeah, that worked in the
Gulf of Mexico” was a
response from the crowd);
• we can create jobs with
pro-growth tax reform, we’re
forcing corporations to go
overseas with our tax system:
Cravaack said many are
calling to tax the rich but he

said if we taxed the top 2%,
took all their income, eliminated our military, taxed big corporations and took all the profits of the top 400, we still
wouldn’t balance our budget he
said.
“I’ll always tell you the
truth, you’re my bosses, tell me
where you want to go,” he said.
Former Eveleth mayor and
9-term state legislator Joe
Begich gave him a good idea of
where it could go. Begich said
we have 35,000 troops in Japan

protecting their oil, 50,000
troops in Korea, we’re fighting
at least two wars, subsidizing
agribusiness and oil companies
and ignoring America’s needs.
As to Cravaack’s presentation
Begich said, “Even your
Speaker (Rep. John Boehner,
R-Ohio) is running away from
Ryan’s bill.”
The most truthful statement
Cravaack made all night was “I
knew this would be hard to
come up to Mt. Iron, I knew it
wouldn’t be a cakewalk.”

Education MN

In their best American Gothic mode, Mike Sundin (Painters 106), Mark Maki, Larry
Anderson (both Laborers 1091), and Steve Risacher (Carpenters 361), took part in a
“Retire Cravaack” fundraiser May 14. A herd of DFL Black Angus near Cromwell donated their best offerings at $20 a pickup load to start the political training/gardening season.

low rates.
fast approvals.
no hassle
lending.

free hat with a
recreational loan

218-729-7733 • Hermantownfcu.org
Member eligibility required. Member NCUA.

BILL THOMPSON

Divorce • Child Custody
Child Support • Parenting Time

625.1847

ANDY PIERCE

Felonies • DUI/DWI
Misdemeanors • OFPs/HROs

625.1846

Buy quality
union made

www.beachcomberhottubsduluth.com

4881 Miller Trunk Hwy. 218-740-3105
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Iron Range delegation calls
on Rep. Cravaack for help
In the office we have a file
drawer that holds the folders
that were used to put out old
issues of the paper. When the
drawer gets full we pull the
front folders out and save anything that’s needed and recycle
the rest. In years past it held far
fewer folders because they
were full of paper, but with
electronic technology the folders aren’t as thick as they used
to be so the drawer holds many
more folders than in the past.
The folders are like time
capsules. The ones I just pulled
out to make room were from
July 2007. The world has
changed a bunch. When I look
at what was printed in the July
11, 2007 issue it’s kind of
unbelievable when you compare it to today’s events.
Here were a few headlines:
Senate kills labor-opposed
immigration bill; Cheers for
end of fast track; Mt. Iron hearing looks at mining dust deaths,
health dept.; China enacts new
labor law; Pay discrimination
bill moves. They all point to
what should have been significant events in the lives of
Next issues of Labor World:
June 8, 22;
July 6, 20;
Aug. 3, 31;
Sept. 14, 28;
Oct. 19;
Nov. 2, 16, 30;

workers but in the end we’re
still fighting those fights four
years later. We undoubtedly
felt like things were changing
for the better then but all we
got was a sense of hope. We’re
still shut out on all those headlines and issues. They never
really happened to the point
that we could celebrate victories.
A small article addressed a
new effort called “Healthy
Wisconsin: Your Choice, Your
Plan” that was going to bring
lower cost health insurance to
state residents. It said years of
unaffordable, double digit
health insurance premium
increases have Americans paying twice as much for health
insurance as any other country
yet we had 46 million Americans without health insurance,
including 500,000 in WisconLABOR WORLD
sin. Quality, affordable care
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
semi-monthly except one issue in was just around the corner.
December (23 issues).
How quick was the turnThe known office of publication is around from health care reform
Labor World, 2002 London Road,
to the political climate we live
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.
in today. We don’t utter the
Periodicals postage is paid at
Duluth MN 55806.
phrase “Healthy Wisconsin,”
POSTMASTER:
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asked by Cain after he had
killed his brother Abel. For
years it was a good question
that helped guide a set of values that made the world a better place. It is still used where
religious people have a sense
of spirituality that looks
beyond their own needs to
those of the less fortunate in
their midst. Religious types in
the political realm, often in legislative bodies, are answering
that question with a resounding
“No!” and we are much worse
off as a society for it. But they
talk a good game, are sanctimonious, probably good in
church, and now define love as
excluding 10% of our population because man shouldn’t
love his fellow man for
instance.
There are more people living today than ever before and
population is growing. Many
can’t “pick themselves up by
their boot straps.” Government
has cut taxes and destroyed
their ability to raise revenue at
a time when it needs it more
than ever. We spend it on war
but have ignored even our
infrastructure for decades. We
don’t even see public education
as important. Watch your property taxes and the value of perhaps your greatest asset as a
widening gap develops between them, just like between
the haves and the have nots
because of our “it’s all about
me” mentality.

(NOTE: The following letter was sent Monday May 23 by
State Rep. Tom Anzelc (DFL – Balsam Township) and members
of the Iron Range delegation to Congressman Chip Cravaack
asking him to intervene with GOP legislators who have targeted
legislation that harms the Iron Range. The letter was signed by
Reps. Anzelc, Tom Rukavina, Carly Melin, David Dill, and Sens.
David Tomassoni, Tom Saxhaug and Tom Bakk. Rep. Carolyn
McElfatrick was invited to sign onto the letter, but declined.)
Dear Congressman Cravaack:
Congressman, as you know the Iron Range and Northern
Minnesota, in your congressional district, is under attack by the
Republican Majority in the Minnesota Legislature.
We, the undersigned members of the Iron Range Delegation
of the Minnesota Legislature, are writing to respectfully request
that you intervene on the behalf of the people and ask that you
contact all of the Republican Senators and House Members. We
believe the Republican solution to the budget is disproportionately aimed at our area and as our Congressman, we ask for your
help.
First of all, the Republicans confiscated our local property tax
by taking $60 million from the Taconite Economic Protection
Fund. As you know, Article X Section 6 of the Minnesota
Constitution clearly states that taconite production taxes are in
lieu of local property taxes. Secondly, they froze the taconite tax
at a time when the mining industry's profit margins are at record
high levels. Finally, they eliminated the small amount of money
that we appropriated in statute for the Range Association of
Municipalities and Schools (RAMS) and the Hockey Hall of
Fame in Eveleth.
Clearly, Congressman, the attacks by the Republican
Majority on all the DFL areas of the state are an embarrassing
way to govern and set a new low in public policy for the State of
Minnesota.
We respectfully request that you assist us as we struggle to
preserve the resources and way of life of Northern Minnesota,
the area that you and we all know and love. We urge you to support our mining culture and to support the Range as we continue
in our battle with the Republicans. We strive to do what is right
and good for our area of the state, your congressional district,
and all of Minnesota and know that you share our vision of a
vital and prosperous Iron Range.
We also ask you to forcefully engage in convincing the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to cooperate with the
state's Pollution Control Agency (PCA) in granting mining water
permits dealing with the issue of sulfates. You are well aware of
this issue, we have tried to find a solution on a state level, but at
this time the Regional EPA Office in Chicago seems to be digging in and not cooperating.
Sincerely,
Tom Anzelc, Chair, Iron Range Delegation

“Quote, Unquote”

“The 2011 legislative session did not produce a fair
and balanced budget that worked for Minnesotans. All
the rhetoric about job creation was false. In fact 30,000
Minnesotans would lose their jobs if the Republican
budget was enacted. I fought for my constituents this
This Day In History year. Whether it was public safety, job and income
security, or property tax relief, I kept my promise to
from
www.workdayminnesota.org
work hard for those I serve. Policymakers faced a
choice this year. We could have the top two percent of
May 25, 1886
Minnesotans pay their fair share or balance the budget
Philip Murray was born in
Scotland. He was the found- on the backs of the other 98 percent. I was not elected
ing president of the United
to cut K-12 education or funding to UMD. I was electSteelworkers of America and ed to protect seniors and the disabled. Labor faced
head of the Congress of
numerous attacks which we fought to fend off. I am
Industrial Organizations from
1940 until his death in 1952. hopeful for a fair solution when we return to St. Paul
and finish the job the Republicans were not able to
Read more at www.explore
pahistory.com/hmarker.php?
complete.”
~Representative Kerry Gauthier (DFL-Duluth)
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Tomassoni: GOP raises property taxes $1B

Good union members know their rights!

Minnesota Senate Republicans passed an omnibus tax
bill May 18 which relies on
more than $1 billion in property tax increases on middle class
Minnesotans. The omnibus tax
bill makes deep cuts to local
government aid, eliminates the
Market Value Homestead credit, and reduces the renters’
property tax refund for more
than 300,000 Minnesotans.
“This bill offers a clear contrast between raising taxes on
Minnesota homeowners and
businesses or (Dayton’s) balanced proposal which makes
budget cuts but only increases

By Craig Olson, President
Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council
We’re getting into the heart of the construction season and
problems can arise on jobsites or because of negotiations.
This information may be valuable to all union members, in
the event they encounter picket signs. This is worth posting.

taxes on the wealthiest 2 percent of Minnesotans,” said Sen.
David Tomassoni. “The choice
is clear between asking the
very wealthiest Minnesotans to
pay their fair share through a
slight income tax increase or
increase property taxes on middle class families, seniors and
renters. It is unfortunate that
Republicans are choosing to
protect
the
wealthiest
Minnesotans at the expense of
Minnesota businesses and families across the state.”
The final Republican tax
proposal includes more LGA
cuts than were included in their

On May 19 Jim Mattson, left, retired as a staff rep. for
Wisconsin’s AFSCME Council 40 but he was rallying that
day for Douglas County workers, who were trying to get a
new contract before Gov. Walker’s union busting budget
repair bill gets enacted. Lance Nelsen, right, has replaced
Mattson, who has served labor for over 30 years in a number of capacities. Behind them is Pete Fornengo, a Teamster
346 member employed by Douglas Co. The county board
met that night but again refused to extend the contracts for
their AFSCME and Teamster employees.

initial proposal. Tomassoni
said this is one of the reasons
local chambers of commerce
across the state have come out
in favor of a balanced budget
that includes state revenue in
order to lessen huge property
tax increases.
“We’ve seen the Pawlenty
no new taxes pledge translate
into huge property tax increases for everyone,” Tomassoni
said. “Property tax increases
are a killer for small businesses
and homeowners, especially in
greater Minnesota and that’s
why the Governor and the DFL
are working towards a balanced solution.”
According to non-partisan
analysis, the GOP proposal will
result in more than $1 billion in
property tax increases. The
renters’ credit reduction will
lower the refund for more than
300,000 Minnesotans, 85,000
of them seniors or disabled.
“Taking away the homestead credit is a direct tax
increase on homeowners,” Sen.
Tomassoni said. “I support
Gov. Dayton’s compromise
budget solution which holds
down property taxes by reducing spending by $1.8 billion
while raising $1.8 billion in
revenue through an income tax
increase on the top 2 percent of
wage earners. In contrast,
Republicans have not moved
one inch towards compromise
since the first day of session.”

Good Union Members Know:
They know they have the right to NOT work behind
any picket line.
They know they have the right to decide for themselves
whether to walk off a job that is being picketed.
They know that it might be their trade that is under
attack next so support all other trades involved in disputes.
They know that the two-gate system is an attempt to
confuse them and an attempt to break up solidarity in the
Building Trades. When a picket line goes up, they know
they have the RIGHT NOT TO WORK, no matter how
many gates there are.
They know that once a picket line is established at their
job site, their union is restricted by law from giving advice
pertaining to that picket line. If you have a question about
pickets, don’t call your business agent.
Picketing has been described by the U.S. Supreme
Court as “the working man’s means of communication.” A
picket is a message to you that some of your fellow workers are engaged in a labor dispute and need your help. It is
your constitutional right to refuse to go through a picket
line or work behind one, but under the law your union
cannot help you make that decision. You can seek guidance only from your own conscience and then decide.
Do What Good Building Trades Union Members Do
when a picket line is established at the job site where they
are working:
• They leave. They do not talk - they just leave work.
• They do NOT hang around near the job site.
• They do not allow themselves to be drawn into
conversation with ANYONE at the job site.
• They do NOT ask the picketers what they should do
and they do NOT ask what is expected of them - THEY
JUST LEAVE.
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tay clear of power lines when using ladders and other
long equipment while working on outdoor projects. The
first rule is to keep looking up and remember the 10-FOOT
RULE – equipment needs to clear power lines by ten feet in
every direction.
Electric energy is a powerful friend, but if your equipment
comes in contact with a power line, follow the rules, or you
could receive a harmful, fatal shock.
A safety message from Minnesota Power.
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Trumka: Fight with the Right is a moral struggle, politics will be re-done
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka is redefining workers’
battle with the Radical Right as
a moral struggle, saying it
involves the nation’s future.
But since the moral struggle
also has a political aspect,
Trumka adds the Fed is planning an overhaul of its political
program to make it a yearround operation.
Trumka cast the conflict in
states coast to coast in both

political and moral terms in a
major speech at Washington’s
National Press Club on May
20. His text emphasized the
struggle, but his answers to
post-speech questions turned to
politics.
The moral struggle, he said,
appears in state and federal
budget proposals, most of them
by Right Wing Republicans
and also schemes – from that
same source – to curtail voting
rights. He called the budgets
“a despicable canvas of cruelty.
“In Michigan, a state sena-

tor thinks foster children
should be required by law to
purchase second-hand clothes
– from the $79 annual stipend
they get for clothing. In Maine,
the governor thinks more children should go to work. In
North Carolina, the legislature
thinks we should balance the
budget on the backs of autistic
children.
“In Arizona, the state senate
president floats the idea of
locking up protesting public
employees in desert tent city
jails. In New York, a billion-

It can be quite a task to put everything back together after an
accidental injury. The pain, both physical and ﬁnancial, of the hurt
can block your enjoyment of life. To whom do you turn for help
putting what's broken back together?
As one of Minnesota's busiest and most successful injury
law ﬁrms, we've helped thousands of accident victims get fair
compensation for their injuries, pain and suﬀering.
After their legal problems are resolved, they begin to build a
better tomorrow.
Call our Experienced Team for a FREE consultation!
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aire mayor proposes to fire
5,000 teachers rather than tax
the bonuses of the Wall Street
executives who brought down
the American economy.”
All those proposals indicate
“not just meanness, but
destructiveness” and “a willful
desire to block the road to the
future,”
Trumka
stated.
Though he did not say so, all
the politicians and political
bodies he criticized but one –
New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, a former GOPer
now an Independent – are
Republicans or GOP-run.
In D.C., the GOP- run
House’s budget cuts federal
spending by $4.3 trillion over
the next decade, in areas such
as Pell Grants and worker
training, while cutting taxes for
the rich by $4.2 trillion and
barely reducing the federal
deficit, Trumka said.
“Think about the message
these budgets send: Sacrifice is
for the weak. The powerful
and well-connected get tax
cuts, so they can become more
powerful and more well-connected.”
Trumka portrayed the labor
movement as standing against
such schemes, and for the
American Dream “that all of us
will be treated fairly, that we
will look after each other, and
that we will all have a share in
the wealth we all help to create.
“Instead of having a national conversation about putting
America back to work,” creating wealth, increasing income
and revenue, and closing the
federal budget deficit, “the
debate here is about how fast
we can destroy the fabric of our
country,” he said.
To change that debate and to
defend the moral position,
labor must engage in politics,
especially
since
last
November’s election brought
to power politicians whose
“real passion was for eliminating the rights of working people and destroying their unions
– who are standing in the way
of their (the Right’s) agenda,”
Trumka declared.
The first step in the political
fight for labor’s moral agenda,
he said, will be in the biggest
battleground so far: Wisconsin,
where unionists have filed successful recall petitions against
at least six members of GOP
majority in the state senate.
The GOP has a 19-14 edge
there, and the 19 – with all the
Democrats having decamped
out of the state to try to block a
quorum – passed Right Wing

The first step in the
political fight for labor’s
moral agenda, he said, will
be in the biggest battleground so far: Wisconsin,
where unionists have filed
successful recall petitions
against at least six members of GOP majority in the
state senate.
GOP Gov. Scott Walker’s bill
stripping 200,000 state and
local workers of collective bargaining rights. The vote was
18-1. “First, we are going to
use that (workers’) voice to end
the Scott Walker agenda as a
viable political strategy by
winning the recall elections,”
followed by “citizen vetoes of
destructive legislation and
retaking state houses.”
The next step will be holding elected leaders accountable
on one question: “Are you for
improving or degrading life for
working families?”
That
means the fed will not only go
into battleground states,
Trumka told a later questioner,
but also support true friends
even in non-battlegrounds –
and find challengers to labor’s
political foes.
“It doesn’t matter if candidates and parties are controlling the wrecking ball or simply standing aside to let it” –
the destruction of workers –
“happen.” If leaders aren’t
blocking
the
wrecking
ball…then working people will
not support them,” he warned.
Doing so will mean remaking the AFL-CIO’s political
apparatus into a year-round
operation focused on the moral
issue of helping workers,
Trumka told questioners. “We
hope to coordinate spending by
our affiliates” – the AFL-CIO’s
unions – “in much more targeted ways. We will change the
way we spend money, the way
we do things and the way we
function. We’ll be mobilizing
hopefully on a year-round
basis.”
But even that may not be
enough. Answering one question, Trumka called the political system “broken,” and said
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2010
Citizens United decision that
unleashed a flood of corporate
campaign cash “only made it
more so. It has to be changed
so that I have as much of a
voice as ExxonMobil…and so
that we can go back to a government of the people, by the
people and for the people.”
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