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Duluth Central Body endorses five more
Erik Simonson,
Steve O’Neil,
Debbie Isabell-Nelson,
Peg Sweeney, and
Brad Jones get endorsed
It wasn’t really easy for
anyone, well, maybe Brad
Jones, but five candidates were
endorsed following Duluth
Central Labor Body
VOL. 119 AFL-CIO
screenings September 13. A
NO. 7 contentious night was expected
for St. Louis County commissioner screenings. With 61 delegates in attendance just for the
endorsing meeting, and many
more onlookers at the screening, it was a hard fought night.

An Injury to One is an Injury to All!
WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 26, 2012

Simonson on a roll
Erik Simonson, who is
waging a write-in campaign for
Duluth’s District 7B seat in the
state House of Representatives,
had a tidy screening and
received the endorsement in his
bid. It wasn’t unanimous, but
as a Central Body delegate and
Fire Fighters Local 101’s presErik Simonson’s (left) campaign for Duluth’s MN House
ident, it was expected.
District 7B seat got a boost from DFL House Minority
The Central Body had
Leader Paul Thissen, right, and Rep. Tom Huntley at
Erik’s fundraiser Sept 20 at Bowery Bros. Thissen said the planned to screen the 7B race
DFL has a great chance of taking back the House majority October 11, but President Dan
O’Neill decided to move it up
because of great candidates like Simonson.

Judge overturns Walker’s union busting law
By Dominique Paul Noth cism which we now regard our push-back with a lower court
lumbering system. Finally, appeal of Colas’ decision
Editor, Milwaukee
Wisconsin has found a judge against Walker’s law.
Labor News
MADISON, Wis. (PAI)-Justice delayed is justice
denied – or is it? Wisconsin
workers were shocked into
rethinking that old saw on Sept.
14 when Dane County Judge
Juan Colas– 18 months after
the pain -- threw out as unconstitutional Right Wing GOP
Gov. Scott Walker’s Act 10, the
evisceration of public worker
collective bargaining rights.
It was a long overdue affirmation to many that, whatever
you think about unions and
however you want to sideline
your political enemies, you
can’t crush the constitution like
a bug to punish people.
But it’s almost a surreal
moment reflecting the cyni-

looking at American principles
as something to cherish rather
than step around.
Walker’s law, which trashed
collective bargaining rights and
other worker protections for
more than 200,000 state and
local government workers, was
the spearhead last year of a
national drive by the Radical
Right, its GOP allies and their
big business puppeteers to
eviscerate unions and destroy
workers’ rights – along with
political opposition to their radical agenda.
Simply
put,
Colas
announced that a court has
made Walker and the GOP legislative majority law-breakers,
violating basic human rights
including free speech, free
association and equal protection.
But no parades. Not yet.
The decision will be immediately appealed to the state
Supreme Court, whose majority is beholden to Right-Wing
money and ideology. The justices rapidly aborted the
thoughtful process in 2011
when a lower court judge questioned the legislative haste that
pushed Walker’s law through.
On Sept. 18, the GOP state
attorney general started his

to September’s meeting.
“The sooner the better for
an endorsed candidate if there
is one,” he told delegates.
Simonson was the only candidate to appear for screening.
He entered the race after Rep.
Kerry Gauthier withdrew after
being found in a public sexual
liaison even though no charges
were filed.
“I’m running because it
needs to happen,” Simonson
told delegates. “I didn’t plan on
it.”
He said receiving the DFL
and Labor endorsements were
requirements he had set to continue his campaign and he has
received both.
Simonson is Duluth’s Assistant Fire Chief, which he said is
the highest position he can
attain in the department and
still be in his union.
If elected, which is never
easy as a write-in candidate,
Simonson said he will do
everything he can to create
good middle class jobs.”
“The bonding bill is biggest
thing the legislature can do,” he
said. “My focus will be jobs,
local government aid and education if I’m elected.”
Although he got into the
race late, Simonson said he
always has had a love of politics and government and
thought of running for office in
the past.
“I wasn’t able to run for city
council (because of his job),
and I don’t understand why
anyone would run for county
board, with all due respect for
those who are running,” he said
to laughter after the contentious county screenings. He
said his job has allowed him to
become involved in the “inner
workings of the legislature” but
there never had been an opportunity like the one he has now.
“It’s time to step up,
Simonson said.
A write-in candidate has
never won a legislative race in
Minnesota but Simonson and
the DFL are confident he can

St. Louis Co. commissioner
Peg Sweeney clarifies a
point with county employee
and AFSCME 66’s Mike
Welch following screenings.
do it. The state Supreme Court
appears to not want to get
involved in changing the Nov.6
ballot to remove Gauthier’s
name and place Simonson’s
name on it. The Supremes did
not act last Friday and absentee
ballots were mailed.
“This isn’t a race to persuade people, we need to educate people that he’s the guy,”
House Minority Leader Paul
Thissen said at a Simonson
fundraiser Sept. 20.
Simonson said he’s going to
win no matter how the election
is held.
“We’re well on our way to
surpassing anything any comSee Endorsements..page 7

This Sept. 14 ruling in its
complexities still allows
Walker continued sway over
state workers. But it will really
put the issue of shoveling
manure rather than the spade
work of true judicious deliberation squarely before the high
court.
GOP Attorney General J.B.
Van Hollen is not only trying to
reinstate Walker’s law, but he’s
simultaneously pressing the
High Court to jump over lower
courts and restore Walker’s
Voter ID law – for this
November – too. Two state
courts overturned that statute
Debbie Isabell-Nelson listens
and it still faces federal chalto a question from the floor
lenges.
during screenings.
Dane County (Madison)
Judge Colas in his summary
ruling on Sept. 14 bluntly ruled
the legislature overstepped
constitutional bounds by going
after city, county and school
employees, creating separate
classes of workers, union and
non-union, merely to cap pay
or elevate the employers’ muscle – without asking the
employer or the public.
His ruling confirmed what
many had been arguing: That
picking between union and St. Louis Co. commissioner Steve O’Neil, left, chats with
non-union and even among county employee and AFSCME 66 VP Dennis Frazier
following O’Neil’s endorsement Sept. 13.
See Walker...page 6

Bastians to present Woody Guthrie at CSS FunRaiser for all DFL Candidates
July 14 was the 100th Auditorium.
Huntington’s Disease took his
Sunday, September 30
The College of St. Scholas- life in 1967. He would sing
anniversary of Woodrow
Wilson “Woody” Guthrie’s
birth. This year is also the
100th anniversary for the
College of St. Scholastica,
which was built way out in
Duluth’s countryside in 1912.
A celebration of the centennials
has been scheduled.
The CSS Cambiata Series
will feature Bill Bastian, tenor
and guitar, and his wife, Laurie
Bastian, fiddle, at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, Oct. 6 in Mitchell

tica has grown considerably
though it stayed put, but
Guthrie traveled all over the
lower 48 searching for
answers. He searched through
World War I, through the
Depression, through the westward migration to the
“Promised
land”
called
California, through the New
Deal, through World War II,
through Senator McCarthy’s
“Red Scare” and the Black list.

Risacher, Shelton run for
Cromwell/Wright school bd.

anywhere, for anybody’s cause,
ultimately, he was singing for
himself, always looking to
make things better for others,
especially poor working folks.
It made Guthrie an organizer.
You can travel with Woody
through the Bastians as they
perform a whole lot of pages
from the Great American Song
Book/History Book/Philosophy Book/Road Map/Recipe
Book.
Tickets are $15 adults, $5
for students. To order tickets
call (218) 723-7000, (877)
263-9596, or spotlight.css.edu.

Steve Risacher has thrown his hat in the ring as a first time
candidate for a position on the Cromwell-Wright school board.
He is a Field Representative for the North Central States
Regional Council of Carpenters and President of Carpenters
Local 361. He is a member of the Labor World Board of
Directors and a delegate to the Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor
Body.
Risacher is seeking an at-large seat that has a 4-year term.
Five people, but only one incumbent, are vying for three open
spots.
Loran Shelton, a member of Painters & Allied Trades Local
106, is also running for a 2-year term as an incumbent member
of that school board.

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, October 9, 2012, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, Oct 2, 1:00 p.m.
Buffalo Wild Wings

Come Party With Your Party!
8thCD DFL Fundraiser/Rally
Hosts: Lake County & 3rd Senate Dist. DFL

Saturday, Oct. 6 4:00–7:30 pm
Two Harbors American Legion
Suggested Donation: q$10 q$15 q$20 q$25 q$

Proceeds to the Nolan campaign

Silent Auction
Proceeds to Lake County DFL

Food Provided u Cash Bar

Emceed by Jim Oberstar,
our former 8CD Congressman

Rick Nolan

Guests include past, present, and future
local and state elected officials
Paid for by the 3rd Senate District DFL, Paul Fish, Chair
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Carlton 4 Seasons (Hwy 210, Carlton follow signs)

4pm Chili Feed, 5 Speakers, 6 Live Auction
Suggested Donation $15 (open)

DFL

Paid for by District 11A DFL

ATTENTION: Duluth District 7B Voters

On your ballot Nov. 6 please write-in

ERIK SIMONSON

Labor and DFL-Endorsed

Erik is President of Fire Fighters
Local 101 and Assistant Fire Chief
for Duluth’s Fire Department. He
will continue the strong labor voice
western Duluth has had in the state
House of Representatives and work
to strengthen the middle class, but
you have to write in his name on the
ballot Tuesday, Nov. 6 for him to win.

Find out more at www.erikfor7b.com
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE

THANK YOU!

Bill and Laurie Bastian

Last Chipwreck?
Take Action Minnesota has
been working to make sure
Congressman Chip Cravaack
doesn’t get elected again. They
have planned their last action in
Duluth in their campaign for
Thursday, Sept. 27 at 5:00 p.m.
in front of the Gerald Heaney
Federal Building in the Civic
Center. You are invited.

IBEW, CWA get
Verizon tentative
NEW YORK (PAI)--The
Communications Workers and
the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers (IBEW)
signed a tentative 3-year contract with Verizon, ending a 14month struggle with the big
telecom that included a forced
2-week strike last August.
Solidarity among the
45,000 affected workers –
34,000 CWA members and
11,000 IBEW members – made
it clear to the hugely profitable
firm that workers would not
yield to its demands for billions
of dollars in givebacks. Those
givebacks would have rolled
back 50 years of bargaining
gains and robbed workers of
places in the middle class,
union officers repeatedly said.
The contract calls for an
8.2% raise over three years and
preservation of the existing
defined benefit pension plan

The Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body thanks
these unions, businesses, and individuals for making
this year’s Labor Day Picnic another huge success!
AFSCME Council 5
AFSCME Local 66
AFSCME Local 1092
AFSCME Local 3558
American Postal Workers Union
Anzelc, Rep. Tom
Boilermakers Local 647
Bricklayers Local 1
Carpenters Local 361
Caven, Lawrence & Marion
Cement Masons Local 633
Country Hearth
CWA Local 7214
Falsani, Balmer, Peterson,
Quinn & Beyer Law Firm
Firefighters Local 101
Franklin Foods

Heaney, Eleanor
Hallberg, Dennis & Arlene
IBEW #31
IBEW #31 & #242 Retirees
IBEW #242
IBEW #366
Ironworkers Local 512
Kraus Anderson Construction
Laborers Local 1091
Labor World Newspaper

Lakehead Constructors
Machinists Lodge 1575
Magnuson, Gil
Mailers Local 62
MN Assn. Prof. Employees
McCuskey, Beth
Merritt, Paul & Beverly
NALC Branch 114
Neros, Allen
Newman, Terri “Coney Sauce”
O’Connor, David & Linda
OPEIU Local 12
Operating Engineers Local 70
Painters Local 106
Pfau, Michael
Plumbers & ’Fitters Local 11
Robison, Gerard
SEIU NCF&O Local 32
Sramek, Frank & Jo-Ann
Stagehands Local 32
Super One
Teamsters Local 346
USW Local 776
USW Local 1028
USW Local 9460
University Education Assn.
Woodland Hills

On behalf of everyone who enjoys Duluth’s Labor
Day Picnic, we say thanks to our sponsors and volunteers! We apologize if we missed anyone here.
~Picnic Chairs Terri Newman, Alan Netland, & Dan O’Neill
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Hey, Mitt, we earned Social
Security and Medicare!
by Barbara J. Easterling, President
Alliance for Retired Americans
Now that was a Central
Labor Body meeting September 13! I bet it made the tills
ring in the Reef Bar when it
was over as in “I need a drink!”
Over five dozen “delegates”
were in attendance for MN
House District 7B and county
commissioner screenings in the
largest county east of the
Mississippi. You know everyone was wishing they could’ve
been somewhere else on a
beautiful fall evening but they
showed up to do the peoples’
business. Or maybe their own.
Everyone who spoke in
Wellstone Hall that night got
their butt whipped in some
fashion for having the nerve to
open their mouth. That’s as it
should be at 46 degrees latitude. It helps keep the air clean.
There were a lot of new delegates that would have made
an AFL-CIO bureaucrat tighten
their cheeks over constitution,
by-law, credential, or swearing-in oath violations or something, but ain’t democracy
grand when you just let it rip?

A fall festival – let ’em all vote!
Wellstone Hall was no place
for the timid, or comfortable,
on Sept. 13 and it never should
be as is its tradition. It should
be the home of grassroots looking for light. Positively organic. More compost and mulch,
please.
Most of the newbies were
quiet, as though watching an
old movie they didn’t quite
remember, while marveling at
the actors they knew who were
pouring their hearts out
because they really cared.
Newbies had to be blown
away by the questioning, commentary, invective, and the
2012 Labor World Issues bullshit from some candidates.
Oct. 10, 31;
Labor is no monolith and
Nov. 14, 28;
Dec. 19. delegates got into a little hating
on each other in advocating on
LABOR WORLD
behalf of their candidates. It
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
semi-monthly except one issue in must be time for a Central
Body retreat to some place
December (23 issues).
The known office of publication is homey. A counselor wouldn’t
Labor World, 2002 London Road, stand a chance in straightening
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.
things out. Street fights ignite
Periodicals postage is paid at
in Sept. 13’s atmosphere. You
Duluth MN 55806.
don’t need friends if you care
POSTMASTER:
only about yourself and feel
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd., you have one good fight left in
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 you, and if you’re labor you’ll
fight all night. That’s what
6
7
you’re accustomed to. You
(218) 728-4469
don’t have capitalism chromoFAX: (218) 724-1413
somes that let you tweak your
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
principles as you seek a higher
www.laborworld.org
yield.
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
Oh, that was an old school
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body
night
that probably left many
Subscriptions: $22 Annually
wishing they had prepared betLarry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager ter for the test.
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper

~NOTICE~

Board of Directors

Pres./Treas. Mikael Sundin,
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED
1710; Sec. Jayme McKenna,
AFSCME 66; Al LaFrenier,
Workers’ United Midwest Bd;
Mike Kuitu, Operating
Engineers 49; Dan O’Neill,
Plumbers & Steamfitters 11;
Steve Risacher, Carpenters
361; Dan Leslie, IBEW 31;
Stacy Spexet, USW 9460

The non-profit Labor World, Inc.
is the official publication of the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor
Body. It is an educational, advocacy newspaper for workers and
unions. The views and opinions
submitted and expressed in the
Labor World do not necessarily
reflect the views of the paper, its
Board of Directors or staff, the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor
Body, its affiliated unions, their
officers, or staff.

In recent local elections
labor has gotten together for
the most part on behalf of
“labor” candidates. We even
agreed on city council candidates recently. But now some
of them are being hated on a bit
as they’ve started governing.
We’ll see how the next issue
that comes up goes for them.
The three St. Louis County
commissioner districts up for
election are all Duluth-centric.
You can feel the Iron Range
weeping for us can’t you?
Things were so electric
Sept. 13 iconoclasts took the
Labor World to task for accepting ads from labor-endorsed
candidates. One spark could
have started a fire in that combustible air. Thank god for solidarnosc and unions improving
the work lives of all workers.
The first frost has cleared the
air and the common good can
be viewed much better on the
horizon if you look hard. Yup!
“An Injury to One is an
Injury to All” was even called
into question as a labor tenet
that is a pithy expression used
at times of convenience by
some to prove their point, but
ignored when they’re working
their own agenda. Whew, get
me some more cold air and
Irish whisky.
And so we march on to
Tuesday, November 6’s General Election wishing we were
“mules trained to reign” as Bob
Dylan said. Not this year, but
we need to be smart enough to
know we have to feed from the
same trough to stay alive.
Solidarity Forever Sisters
and Brothers, a new day is
coming Nov. 7, when the common good is recreated because
we care beyond ourselves, for
that’s what makes our society
work for all. Okay, in truth we
know it ain’t working for all.
So we better get our asses out
there and vote!
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As a retiree, I was upset to hear that Mitt Romney thinks people our age are “dependent” upon the government.
Social Security and Medicare are not hand-outs. We paid
Medicare and Social Security taxes in every paycheck we ever
earned. Now that we are retired, these programs help us stay
healthy and pay our bills. They are the promise we make to people who worked hard all their lives. We need to keep that promise for today’s workers.
While shocking, Romney’s private comments mirror his public stances. Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan are the most anti-senior
ticket ever, running on a platform that would enrich big insurance companies by creating a voucher-based Medicare program
and let Wall Street profit off a risky, privatized Social Security
system that would provide lower benefits to workers forced to
stay longer on the job.
Before Social Security and Medicare, too many people
worked until the day they died or lived out their final years in terrible health and poverty. These offensive comments by Mitt
Romney are a stark reminder that he wants to turn back the clock
on the great progress our nation has made.
Call me old-fashioned, but I still believe that our nation
should help our young and our elderly and our heroic veterans.
Regardless of what Mitt Romney thinks, I am proud to have
earned my Social Security and my Medicare.
Barbara J. Easterling was previously the secretary-treasurer
of the Communications Workers of America. For more information, visit www.retiredamericans.org or call 1-800-333-7212.

Stat of the Week~TOO MUCH ONLINE
How much more can Charles and David Koch,
America's most prolific billionaire bankrollers of rightwing political causes, afford to pour into this year’s elections? If the brothers Koch spent $1 billion on the 2012
elections, Forbes figures released last week show, they
would still end this year with a net worth over $5 billion
greater than their net worth in 2011.
This Day In History-www.workdayminnesota.org
S eptem ber 24, 1896 - F. Scott Fitzgerald was born in St.
Paul, MN. “The rich are different from you and me,” he
wrote, and explored that theme in The Great Gatsby and The
Beautiful and the Damned. Gatsby is considered one of the
great works of American literature. “That was always my
experience – a poor boy in a rich town; a poor boy in a rich
boy’s school; a poor boy in a rich man’s club at Princeton . . .”
Fitzgerald wrote in a 1938 letter. “However, I have never been
able to forgive the rich for being rich, and it has colored my
entire life and works.” (Quotation from “F. Scott Fitzgerald: A
Life in Letters,” Scribners, 1994).
S eptem ber 25, 1789 - The first Congress of the United
States adopted amendments to the Constitution, known collectively as the Bill of Rights. The first amendment guarantees
the freedom of speech and “the right of the people peaceably
to assemble,” the foundation underlying all workplace rights
and today’s labor laws.
S eptem ber 27, 1954 - A U.S. Senate Committee called for
the censure of Wisconsin Sen. Joe McCarthy, marking the
beginning of the end of a repressive, anti-democratic era. His
name has become synonymous with ignorance and hate.
S eptem ber 28, 1917 - Federal agents arrested 165 members of the Industrial Workers of the World, the “Wobblies,”
for protesting World War I. More than 300 IWW leaders
were arrested that month and union offices were raided
across the country. The Wobblies opposed the war as imperialist and engaged in a series of strikes and slowdowns to
improve conditions for workers. The government responded
by cracking down on the union in the name of patriotism.
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Many delegates to the Sept. 13 Duluth Central Labor Body meeting stayed after to take a solidarity photo that was sent to striking Chicago teachers.

Chicago Teachers Union ends forced strike by ratifying 3-year contract
(PAI)--Teachers union delegates representing 25,500 Chicago teachers and 4,000 paraprofessionals ratified a tentative 3-year contract Sept. 18,
ending a 7-day strike forced
upon AFT Local 1 by Mayor
Rahm Emanuel. The contract
was sent to members for a vote.
The strike was a political
issue, as both GOP presidential
nominee Mitt Romney, and his

running mate, Rep. Paul Ryan,
R-Wis., sided with Emanuel
and blasted the union, one of
the largest in Democratic
President Obama’s home town.
Pay, Emanuel’s plans for
longer school days and a longer
year, and his plan that teachers
should be graded – and fired –
based more on student test
scores were key issues that
drove the teachers to strike. So

were bad conditions for kids –
no air conditioning and textbooks up to six weeks late.
The new pact says the sides
agreed on the school days issue
beforehand, according to a contract outline from the CTU.
The state legislature canceled the last raise from the old
contract, but the new pact says
“Chicago Public Schools can
no longer cancel raises based

on budget appropriations.”
Teachers won a 3% raise in
the first year of the pact, which
expires in July 2015, followed
by two 2% raises. Paraprofessionals got 4%, 2% and 2%.
Teacher evaluations will be
determined by a joint school
system-CTUcommittee “which
will establish rules for local criteria in evaluation.”
That
panel “will conduct a study of

the evaluation plan and the
committee will decide” on
changes.
The board tried to eliminate
the definition of grievance, but
we retained it. Employees can
only be disciplined for just
cause; no more arbitrary discipline” and the “board must provide CTU with documents
prior to grievance hearings,”
the pact adds.

Building Trades get a jobs boost from Dayton, new 15 story tower
Duluth
Building
&
Construction Trades Council
affiliates and the entire city got
a huge boost September 14
with the announcement that a
15 story “425 Tower” will be
built on 5th Avenue West and

Superior St. The vacant, old
KDAL building will be demolished to make way for the
Atwater Group’s $80 million
office tower with Maurices as
the anchor tenant.
The project got the go-

ahead it needed when Gov.
Mark Dayton’s Department of
Employment and Economic
Development announced Sept.
13 that the Duluth project was
one of only nine selected
statewide out of 90 applicants

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER
Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.

for $47.5 million in DEED
investment. The project got
$8.5 million in DEED money.
The building will create up
to 300 construction jobs, over
200 new full-time equivalent
jobs and retain over 400
Maurice jobs, and leverage $60
million in private investment.
DEED commissioner Mark
Phillips was on hand for the
announcement.
“We were impressed by
Duluth’s effort,” the Iron
Range native said. “It included
the private sector, not just the
public sector, and it’s not just a
parking ramp.” With a nod to

Building Trades members in
attendance he said, “When I
see hardhats I love that. When I
hear a construction job is a
temporary job I have to laugh.
Many have worked for the
same company for 20 years.”
The project is expected to
be completed by spring 2015.
Demolition may start this year.
“This vertical construction
is just what we need,” said
DBCTC president Craig Olson.
“We don’t often get building
projects of that scope and
we’re struggling with high unemployment. That’s a lot of
jobs for our members.”

- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.

CASCINO VAUGHAN
LAW OFFICES
1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203

(414)226--0241
or
Michael P. Cascino, Esq.
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(800)783--0081

Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.

Mayor Don Ness publically thanked the Duluth Building
Trades Council and the AFL-CIO for their help in making
the new 425 Tower a reality. On stage at the press conference were DBCTC VP Darrell Godbout, shaking hands
with Ness, and Central Body president Dan O’Neill, left.
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Mike Sylvester among four Letter Carrier Heroes in U.S.
Mike Sylvester of the National Association of Letter
Carriers Zenith Branch 114
Merged in Duluth, was among
four NALC members recognized in the nation for heroic
acts while on the job.
Sylvester, a Cloquet native
and Superior resident, was in
Washington DC last Thursday
to accept his 2012 Central
Region Hero of the Year award.
On Saturday, February 4
Sylvester witnessed a car
careening down Duluth’s long,
steep 24th Avenue West taking
out signs and hitting telephone
poles and only stopping after
crashing into a house on Third
Street. The car was smoking,
leaking gas and had ruptured
the gas line to the house.
Sylvester ran to the car and
pulled the elderly woman driver from the volatile situation.
Sylvester called 911 while rescuing the woman, with aid of a

Boat Insurance

makes it more fun!
Wade Smith
(218) 724-4507

bystander. She survived after
being hospitalized.
“I was going to head up
24th to start my route on 11th
Street when I saw the car crashing down the hill at about 30
miles an hour – it was really
moving, throwing up dirt and
snow,” Sylvester said. When it
came to a stop Sylvester ran to
help.
“The car was completely
totaled,” he said. “It was a miracle she survived. We asked if
she could move, she said she
could, so we decided we couldn’t wait because of the smoke
and gas. The windows were
smashed and I bent the door
back so the other guy could get
her seatbelt off. We got her out
of there.”
Like the other honorees,
Sylvester downplayed his act.
“I’m just someone who delivers the mail, doing my job,” he
said. “It’s been quite an honor
to be recognized and I’m
blown away by the publicity.”
Mike Sylvester may be the
first area Letter Carrier recognized in the annual NALC
heros program. He represents
thousands of letter carriers who
not only deliver the mail to 150
million households and businesses six days a week, but
who often assist in situations
involving accidents, fires,

crimes or health crises.
“You get connected to the
people on your route,” he said.
“They’re our customers paying
our wages and benefits. We
work for them. Since we’re
there almost every day we keep
an eye on the neighborhoods
for customers. We know where
the elderly live, we know the
kids and we know their pets.
I’m very proud to represent the
members in my union.”
Sylvester has been a Letter
Carrier for 8.5 years. He serves
as treasurer of his local union
and is also a union steward at
the main post office. He has
spoken at forums to keep the
United States Postal Service
serving customers by keeping
facilities open six day a week
and participates in those rallies.
“When we were at the
awards ceremony in Washington we got to meet with
Senator Herb Kohl (D-Wis)
and he listened to our concerns
about the postal service,”
Sylvester said. He said Kohl
was very receptive and that
was a great part of the trip.
Tom Logue, of Cape
Atlantic, N.J. NALC Branch
903, was recognized as the
National Hero of the Year. He
rescued a boogie-boarding boy
in Surf City on Father’s Day
2011. The boy was caught in a

very strong undertow and in
danger of drowning.
Celia Ruiz, NALC Branch
2819 in Virginia Beach, Va.,
saved the life of her neighbor’s
5-year-old son, David, through
CPR and chest compression
after a drunk driver hit the boy
and his sisters, throwing them
into air.
Mike Hollmann III, of
Phoenix, Ariz., Branch 576,
climbed a 6-foot fence after
hearing screams for help and
aided a woman trying to fend
off three vicious attacking
dogs. The woman had tried to
defend herself using her wheelchair, unsuccessfully. Hollmann called 911 for aid and
used his anti-dog spray “which
worked for about half a second,” he said. Police came,
rescued the woman, and had to
shoot one of the dogs.
The award ceremony also
marked the 30th anniversary of
Carrier Alert, a free program
that elderly or homebound residents can join so vigilant letter
carriers notify relatives or
authorities at any sign of distress.
Charlie Rose of Athens,
Ohio Branch 997 was the
recipient of the Special Carrier
Alert award. He has detected at
least a dozen natural gas leaks
on his route over the years, saving lives and prompting the
local gas utility to replace more
than 17,000 feet of pipe and

Mike Sylvester participated
in a rally by postal workers
April 12 in the Civic Center
calling on Rep. Cravaack to
help save the postal service
with his votes on bills in
Congress. Chip didn’t.
Athens’ city council to require
carbon monoxide detectors in
4,500 new rental properties.
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Any questions on where labor stands on Minnesota’s 8th Congressional District race? This
8 X 24 foot sign went up on the side of the Labor Temple Monday morning to plant the
seed for I-35 motorists, in a Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council production.

low rates.
fast approvals.
no hassle
lending.

free hat with a
recreational loan

218-729-7733 • Hermantownfcu.org
Member eligibility required. Member NCUA.
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Area officials, residents come together to urge “no” vote on voter photo ID
Labor, elected officials, and
advocates for some of the less
fortunate among us came
together Sept. 13 for a press
conference at the Library
Rotunda to urge citizens to vote

no on the voter photo identification amendment.
At the press conference
advocates for veterans, homeless, Native Americans, the
elderly, disabled and students

Walker law busted...from page 1
union workforces, as Walker’s law did, was unjust as well as
unjustified. Act 10 retained full bargaining rights for most police
and fire fighters while removing rights for other workers.
Colas said Act 10 also violated the “home rule” clause, interfering as with the city of Milwaukee’s voice in determining pension contributions. A Milwaukee city union and the Madison
teachers union filed the case.
Much of Colas’ ruling parallels a prior ruling by a U.S. district court judge. That jurist invalidated Walker’s ban on union
dues deduction and his mandate that unions must win annual
recertification elections. Both are unconstitutional, that judge
said. But Colas went further in declaring the Act 10 overreach
on equal rights null and void.
In effect, Colas’ ruling made the maneuvers against unions
outside state workers illegal. All those handbooks, refusals to
work with unionized employees, all those arbitrary conditions
imposed without bargaining by cities and school districts are all
illegal. For now.
But hold the glee. There will not be a rush by unions to relitigate current local situations because the legalities are a mess and
the appeals process is real and dangerous.
The public needs to turn immediately to a deeper reality:
Elections matter. The only full correction is at the polls and then
making sure those elected behave honorably.
If the Supreme Court reverses Colas’ ruling, that could represent another blatant benefit to the political party that helped elect
the its GOP majority. If the justices find legal flaws worth
weighing and deliberating over, that will take time.
Either way, the issue deals directly with whom we elect to
that court -- and there is another election in April that could rectify the balance. More immediate are the decisions on Nov. 6.
Walker didn’t pass Act 10. His slavish GOP minions did, and
they should be shown the door for voting so willingly and knowingly against the state and federal constitutions.

spoke of how the amendment
will restrict the rights of many
in our state.
Patricia Taylor of Finland,
MN would have to drive 86
miles to get a valid voter ID
photo card. She has been a
voter for four decades but has
been disabled since 1989.
“It would be just wrong to
shut her out,” said Eleni
Johnson of Churches United in
Ministry.
The question on the ballot
will read: Shall the Minnesota
Constitution be amended to
require all voters to present
valid photo identification to
vote and to require the state to
provide free identification to
eligible voters, effective July 1,
2012? Don’t be fooled by the

free part. Someone has to pay
and it will be taxpayers.
Republicans that are pushing this effort to amend the
state constitution are the first to
complain about government
spending, but their amendment
is expected to cost over $50
million to implement Johnson
said. A raise in property taxes
or cuts in services to fund the
costs is where the GOP is
expected to look first she said.
A certified birth certificate
in Minnesota costs $26.
With this being a presidential election year, it would
mean as many as a half million
ballots would be considered
provisional and require further
verification if the amendment
was in place this year.

County commissioner Frank Jewell drew a laugh at a Vote
No press conference when he said supporters of the Voter
Photo ID amendment say students are voting twice – at
school and at home. “Are you kidding – those aren’t students I know,” Jewell said.

STAY AWAY FROM
FALLEN POWER LINES
S

torms, high winds, falling trees and accidents can cause
downed power lines. These lines can be fatal or cause lifethreatening injuries if you come in contact with them. Do not go
near them. Do not drive over them in a vehicle. Do not attempt
to move trees, equipment or vehicles that have come in contact
with these downed lines.
The only safe course of action is to call 911.

By The Numbers: from
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Mayor Don Ness said the
city will oppose any attempts
to restrict the right to vote.
“We lead the nation in voter
participation – it’s the reason
we’re a great state,” Ness said.
“As soon as you restrict the
right to vote you allow others
to manipulate the system as
we’ve seen in other states. And
you see low voter turnout
there.”
Bridgette Ideker said as a
student she has moved about
ten times. Keeping a valid
photo ID is problematic for
people who move.
“This isn’t about voter fraud
it’s about limiting the right to
vote,” Ideker said.
City Councilor Sharla
Gardner said amendment advocates continue to try to play the
vote fraud card.
“Election fraud is so rare, it
is virtually non-existent,”
Gardner said. “Fraud occurs
by who counts the votes. We’re
fortunate in Minnesota to have
people like Representative Bill
Hilty who got a law passed that
says we must have a paper trail
for electronic votes.”
County
Commissioner
Frank Jewell said in America’s
entire history, only once, in
1896, was there another effort
to curtail voting. He says this
effort is like a poll tax, requiring people to pay to vote. St.
Louis County is the largest
county east of the Mississippi
River with a lot of rural, unorganized townships and the
amendment would be very difficult for them to implement.
Absentee voting, mail-in
ballots, election day registration, vouching for other voters
are staples of Minnesota’s high
voter turnout that will be made
increasingly difficult by a successful amendment. The counting of provisional ballots cast
because a voter doesn’t have
proper ID will slow the process
and may result in less accurate
vote counts. VOTE NO!

M I N N E S O TA

P O W E R .

• 649,000,000 votes cast
in general elections
• 47,000 reported
UFO sightings
• 441 Americans killed
by lightning
• 13 credible cases of
in-person voter
impersonation
www.greaterMNcounts.org
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Endorsements earned by Simonson, O’Neil, Isabell-Nelson, Sweeney...from page 1
petitor could do,” Simonson
said. “The interaction we’ve
had in knocking doors shows
people are paying attention.
They know about the write-in.”

County races tight
All three St. Louis County
Board of Commissioner races
up this year are Duluth-centric.
There are seven commissioners, who serve 4-year terms,
with elections every two years.
Districts 2, 3, and 5 are up and
the Central Body made
endorsements in all races.
Incumbent Steve O’Neil
was unanimously endorsed in
eastern Duluth’s District 2.
Debbie Isabell-Nelson, a
first time candidate,
was
endorsed in western Duluth’s
District 3.
Incumbent Peg Sweeney
was narrowly endorsed in
District 5, which covers
Proctor, Hermantown, and
townships above Duluth.
O’Neil is seeking his third
term to represent District 2,
which starts at 6th Avenue East
and covers the city north and
east from there. A community
organizer, O’Neil said he has
worked with labor on many
campaigns in the past. He has
received the Central Body
endorsement in both his previous campaigns.
“I’ve worked hard with a lot
of great people, including
many in this room, to make the
county work better for people,”
O’Neil said. “With 30% of the
county budget going to health
and human services, we’ve
made progress to help people
get out of poverty.”
The three candidates who
did not get endorsed tried to
turn the screening into a forum
on mining. Many delegate
were also concerned about
O’Neil and Sweeney’s votes on
Polymet and sulfide mining.
Both said they are not against

YUWh]jY
XTVg\iX

mining, as many past votes can
show, but want to make sure
that any new mining techniques address all new issues.
O’Neil said the county is
not a big player in economic
development. He said some
economic money has gone to
Involta and Cirrus and later
said will help get the new 15story 425 Tower going on west
Superior Street. The county is
also an active player on the
transportation side of economic
development with the many
miles of roads it oversees he
says.
“We’ve tried to preserve
jobs at the county, and I think
we’ve created a board that is
serving the county better in an
open way,” O’Neil said. “We
hold some night meetings now
so people can attend who work,
and we’ve televised meetings
so people can see and hear
what we’re doing. We’ve
helped create a healthier government that people are
engaged in.”
In addressing a question on
low staffing levels, O’Neil said
the county now has 1,700
employees when it had 2,500
in the recent past. He said the
county is dependent on money
from the state and federal government. Under the leadership
of Gov. Pawlenty and President
Bush a lot of the dollars needed
to deliver services were cut.
“We’ve tried to stem the
tide,” O’Neil said. “A child
without adequate protection
ends up in institutions” he said
in answering the question. “We
don’t want to cut, we want to
get more people working.
That’s the dilemna.”
As sitting commissioners,
O’Neil and Sweeney couldn’t
address current county negotiations with its bargaining units.
“Look at my record,” said
O’Neil. “I vote at trying to give

workers a fair shake.”
Sweeney said five years
without a raise isn’t right.
“Before negotiations started
I said we could have a small
raise done by February,”
Sweeney said. “I can stand on
my record with labor.”
That wasn’t as convincing
as she hoped as she got her
two-thirds endorsement by six
votes. A rare show of hands
was needed to determine if she
had won. Many Building
Trades delegates said they
don’t appreciate her record, but
one said her close endorsement
shouldn’t be considered a vote
for her opponent either.
Citing family history,
Sweeney said she is “a longtime labor supporter, a strong
Democrat, and proud of that. I
worked hard on Project Labor
Agreements, which saved the
county money, saved lost days
of work, and have contracts
come on time and on bid.”
She said the huge county
has done a good job in asset
preservation and road repair,
two infrastructure areas that are
important to jobs.
Sweeney and O’Neil both
spoke of their efforts to keep
county facilities open, including
Chris
Jensen
and
Nopeming. They said they both
oppose contracting out of
county services, which are
often used for people in the
toughest of situations like the
residents of Nopeming and
Chris Jensen.
When the Community
Services Committee needed
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus for
their holiday gift giveaway, the
couple ended up being Debbie
Isabell-Nelson, an AFSCME
Local
66
member
at
Neighborhood
Housing
Services, and her husband Carl
Nelson, a member of the
Minnesota Nurses Assn, who

Be smart

e safe

Buy O
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One Free*
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Oct. 6 event.
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died last year.
Isabell-Nelson is a lifelong
member of county district 3.
She has lived in Morgan Park
for 35 years and been that community’s go-to person for nearly all their organizing.
“I have the skills for the
job,” she said about why she’s
running for office for the first
time. “I believe in transparency, I’ve always worked to let
people know what’s going on. I
work well with the media, and
I’m a builder of trust and coalitions.”
She said she got involved in
Morgan Park’s problems with
sink holes and sewer overflows, and ended up helping
bring a 3-year, $12 million
infrastructure program to remedy the problems.
“I can bring those skills to
the county board,” she said.
She said she is proud of
being “on the ground floor” of
the small task force that turned
the Atlas Cement/USS plant
site into an industrial park that
also created jobs.
Isabell-Nelson said as a
small business owner she paid
living wages to her employees.
“It’s not just about jobs, it’s
about living wage jobs, which
is why union jobs are so important,” she said. That put her
alongside O’Neil and Sweeney
in supporting public sector
project labor agreements.
She also joined them in
opposing any efforts to make
Minnesota a right-to-work
state. She grew up in a family
of six children that her father
was able to support because he
had a union job. Isabell-Nelson
learned early to be a strong
believer in unions.
She said it appears the county is making bad choices on the
backs of its workers both in
terms of negotiations and in
short staffing.
“If we’re going to make a
difference in St. Louis County
we’ll have to do it through our
workers,” Isabell-Nelson said.
Endorsement discussions
amongst delegates got heated
in a house divided on candidates.
AFSCME 66 delegate Alex
Livadaros drew applause,
when he pointed to the Central
Body’s banner hanging from
the ceiling. “It says an injury to
one is an injury to all – are you
standing with us or not” is the
question for candidates.
NEALC president Alan
Netland said he has know
Isabell-Nelson for 30 years and
recruited her to run for county

board. Her opponent, incumbent Chris Dahlberg, has been
endorsed by the Building
Trades. Dahlberg sent out a
campaign letter saying he is
running against AFSCME but
wouldn’t answer that question
Netland said. He referred to the
opponents of the three candidates who eventually received
AFL-CIO endorsements
as
“three Republican tea partiers
who don’t care about labor
unions.”
Erik Peterson said any frustrations with Sweeney can be
addressed in making her a better commissioner for labor.
Running again for Lake
County’s Board is incumbent
Brad Jones, who was in attendance Sept. 13 and also
endorsed.
“I got beat in my first run,
got labor endorsed in my second, and even though I’m running unopposed, I’d appreciate
being labor endorse again,” he
told delegates. Jones is president of AFSCME Local 1123,
which represents Two Harbors
city workers.

Treat Yourself

Help Your Body

Full Circle Massage
in the Labor Temple

218-428-2858
www.fullcircleduluth.net
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Sunrise Memorial
Cemetery
Funeral Home
& Cremation

218-727-6869

4798 Miller Trunk Hwy.
Hermantown, MN 55811
Free Graves for Veterans
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USW hail Obama’s trade filing against China

Trans Pacific Pact protested

PITTSBURGH (PAI)—The
Steelworkers are hailing the
latest Obama administration
unfair trade complaint against
China – covering auto parts
imports – as yet more evidence
of how China’s subsidies of its
manufacturers cost U.S. jobs.
The mid-September filing
went to the World Trade
Organization, which has ruled
for the U.S. in similar cases.
But GOP presidential nominee
Romney said it was too weak,
disregarding the total lack of
enforcement of U.S. trade laws
under prior GOP regimes.
Obama’s filing responded to
the Steelworkers evidence and
requests from 189 lawmakers.
China’s export subsidies are
“a critical component of their
programs to flood the U.S. with
unfairly priced auto parts,” the
union said.
“Today’s announcement

LEESBURG, Va. (PAI)--Denouncing secret agreements that
harm workers and consumers and are negotiated behind closed
doors, unionists and allies protested at the September 9 start of
the latest round of talks on a planned Trans-Pacific Pact (TPP).
The TPP talks, held in a secluded conference center here,
feature the Democratic Obama administration negotiating with
nations around the Pacific Ocean – such as Vietnam, Brunei,
Singapore and Australia – on a trade pact that would lack
enforceable worker rights, among other huge holes.
TPP sections previously leaked show a huge pro-corporate
tilt, outdoing even NAFTA, the controversial U.S.-MexicoCanada trade treaty that became a template for succeeding trade
agreements, and U.S. job losses as a result.
Chanting “Flush the TPP,” protesters blasted the trade pact,
the Metro Washington Central Labor Council reported. The
demonstrators called the closed-door session – scheduled to last
for a week -- “back-room deal-making for the 1%.”
“If the TPP continues it is highly likely to offshore goodpaying U.S. jobs to low wage countries, deregulate Wall Street
banks, displace family farmers” and more, added D.C. Jobs
With Justice Executive Director Nikki Daruwala.
Besides JWJ, a wide range of unions, led by the
Communications Workers, were a large part of the protest. It
was the second such popular protest against closed-door TPP
sessions in two months.
The prior one, in San Diego, also focused on the fact that the
Obama administration’s U.S. Trade Representative’s office let
corporate lobbyists into the talks as “observers” while keeping
workers, consumers and other citizens out.
CWA pursued that theme in marshaling unionists for the
protest in Leesburg.
“This exclusive group includes lobbyists from Verizon, who
want to make sure the TPP makes it even easier to offshore call
center and tech support jobs. The pact would create even more
incentives for corporations to offshore manufacturing and service sector jobs and put even more pressure on workers' wages,
benefits and collective bargaining rights. It's time for the negotiators to hear from the people who will be most affected by this
deal,” CWA concluded.

makes clear the president’s
commitment to enforcing U.S.
trade laws and fighting for
American workers,” said
Steelworkers President Leo
Gerard. “His action, coupled
with other steps to fight for fair
trade, are rebuilding confidence that when people work
hard and play by the rules, the
president will stand up for
them. He’s making it clear to
China that their unfair, predatory and protectionist policies
must end.”
Obama created an interagency trade enforcement team
to crack down on such practices by other nations. The
China auto parts case is its first
complaint to the WTO and
“solidifies the commitment of
the Obama administration to
fighting unfair trade practices
and provides the necessary
tools to step up the fight,” the

union said.
“The effort will challenge
China’s use of export-contingent subsidies that are illegal
under the terms of China’s
WTO membership,” said
Gerard. “These subsidies of at
least $1 billion have helped
fuel 60% of Chinese auto parts
exports.”
Obama’s actions in rescuing
GM and Chrysler saved tens of
thousands of jobs, the union
said. Gerard added the filing of
the auto parts case against
China shows the job isn’t finished. China’s subsidies have
led to the loss of roughly
400,000 U.S. auto parts sector
jobs since 2001, the USW
leader added. “Last year,
China flooded the U.S. market
with more than $11 billion of
auto parts,” up 900% since
2000, Gerard explained.

ON EMPLOYER RETALIATION
FOR A COMP CLAIM:
We receive many calls asking, 'Can I be
fired for reporting an injury at work or hiring
a lawyer to represent me?' If any employer
wrongfully terminates an employee for
reporting a work injury, or hiring a lawyer
because of an on-the-job injury, that
employer can be liable for additional
damages for such an act of
retaliation. That's, because
in Wisconsin and Minnesota,
it's against the law.

Carpenters Local 361 members Jerry Alander, Rich Gladen,
and Austin Basil were among many Building Trades members from a number of unions that built their 11th playhouse for the Miller Dwan Foundation’s fundraiser. Alander
was the lead builder for the project at the Carpenter’s union
hall. The playhouse is at 2nd St./5th Ave. E. and worth the
trip to see the unbelievable union craftsmanship. It will be
auctioned off Saturday at ARTcetera .
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