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Rep. Nolan will retire after his term ends
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Congressman Rick Nolan’s infrastructure and transportation summit a year ago had St. Louis County Commissioner
Pete Stauber looking past Rep. Mary Murphy’s legislative
seat and at Nolan’s. Stauber announced in July he would
challenge Nolan this year but Nolan announced his retirement Feb. 9th. A wild contest has turned into a free for all.

Minnesota’s 8th Congressional District Democratic
Rep. Rick Nolan surprised
everyone Feb. 9 by announcing
he will retire when his term
ends in January.
His announcement, in a
media release, came three days
after a poor showing in
precinct caucuses, and a week
after the Minnesota AFL-CIO
endorsed him for re-election.
Nolan seems to have blindsided nearly everyone with his
announcement. The night
before at a Duluth Central
Labor Body meeting delegates
were being pushed to phone
bank on his behalf from their
homes, or from his fancy new
campaign office in Duluth’s
West End.
Many union members felt
used by the Nolan campaign
after his announcement Friday
because they had gone to their
precinct caucuses Tuesday and
pitched his re-election by reading letters on Nolan’s behalf.
Nolan has an impeccable
AFL-CIO voting record.
In his announcement Nolan
stated “The gratitude and affection I have for all of you here in
Northern Minnesota is beyond
my ability to express in words.
Make no mistake – I love my

National day of action vs. Janus Feb. 24
The American labor movement, and public employee
unions in particular, have
scheduled a Working People’s
Day of Action for Saturday,
February 24 in 11 cities across
the country. The Minnesota
AFL-CIO, Education Minnesota, AFSCME, SEIU, MAPE,
IFO, MNA, Teamsters, and
MMA are sponsoring a rally
that will take place from 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
State Capitol Rotunda, 75
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
A bus will leave that morning from Duluth to attend the
rally. It is being coordinated
out of the Duluth Federation of
Teachers office, 723-2306, or
at https://actionnetwork.org/
events/working-peoples-dayof-action-st-paul-

mn?source=AFT or facebook.
com/events/655460597911608
Buses will also leave from
Brainerd, St. Cloud, and other
locations depending on interest. Janella James, AFT Staff, is
organizing the rally from
Janellaj@gmail.com
A rally is also scheduled for
Madison, Wisconsin that day at
1:00 p.m. on the lawn of the
State Capitol, State Street side.
You can join thousands of
working people and their allies
and stand up for the freedom to
come together in strong unions
and fight for equitable pay.
Fight for affordable health
care, quality schools, vibrant
communities and a secure
future for all. Demand an end
to a system that’s rigged
against working people.
The rallies are also taking
place just two days before the
U.S. Supreme Court is set to
deliberate on the Janus v.
AFSCME case which is about
bringing right to work to the
public sector, which already
allows workers to opt out of
joining unions.
Corporate elites, extremists and corrupt politicians
who do their bidding have
rigged the rules of our economy, our democracy, and now
even our government and laws

meant to protect workers
against us. Now wealthy special interests want to further rig
the system in the Janus case.
But when working families and
unions join forces and stick
together, we are unstoppable
said AFL-CIO President
Richard Trumka.
“Fifty years ago, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. joined
striking sanitation workers in
Memphis, Tennessee, as they
fought for the freedom to
join together in a strong
union and for dignity and
respect on the job.
“On February 24, working
people and our allies will rise
up to defend the very freedoms
for which Dr. King fought and
died.
Join the Working People’s
Day of Act and learn more at
www.ItsAboutFreedom.org
and
http://go.aflcio.org/
JanusDayofAction
A group of unions representing public workers across
Minnesota launched a digital
advertising campaign last week
to show how unions are building better lives for Minnesotans. (See story page 2 for a
story on that ad campaign.
Page 7 has a preview of the
Janus case).

work representing you in
Congress, and the decision to
leave is agonizing to say the
least – especially when thinking of all the many volunteers,
contributors, party leaders, colleagues, supporters – and of
course the voters – who have
all meant so much to our success.
“Hopefully the timing of
this announcement in this still
young election year will provide prospective candidates
with ample opportunity to present themselves to voters and
activists at the many party
county conventions to be held
over the next several months
throughout our region.”
Nolan of Crosby, MN was
elected to Congress in 1974 for
three terms out of what was
then District 6. He retired in
1981 to pursue his business
interests and ran again in 2012
against Rep. Chip Cravaack,
who had defeated 18-term
incumbent Jim Oberstar in a
surprise upset.

Nolan won re-election two
times in perhaps the closest and
most expensive races in the
nation. He was a tireless worker two years ago at age 72,
barnstorming the enormous
CD 8 to win.
Nolan was being challenged
this year by Democrat Leah
Phifer for the party endorsement. She has run a well organized, energetic campaign that
saw her unofficially winning
the 8 CD precinct caucuses.
A long list of other possible
candidates is rolling off the lips
of political wonks. Nolan told
MinnPost he thinks a dozen
people may step up to run
including mayors, state legislators, and city councilors in the
district. Nolan’s departure from
the race could very well signal
a Democratic Primary Election
for the seat August 14.
Republicans have apparently anointed St. Louis County
Commissioner Pete Stauber as
their candidate. He carries a
See Nolan retiring...page 6

Next? Just about anybody
Speculation on who will jump into the 8th Congressional
District race has every one guessing and not just Democrats.
Republican Stewart Mills, who Nolan narrowly defeated twice,
has hinted he now may run again against Pete Stauber.
On the Democratic side Joe Radinovich, a former Nolan campaign manager, is said to be contemplating a run, which may also
be true for Nolan’s District Director Jeff Anderson.
Senator Tony Lourey is said to be strongly considering a run.
The same can be said about Rep. Jason Metsa. One name that
was quietly being mentioned was Carly Melin, who was named
to lead the Minnesota Building & Construction Trades Council
just last week. She may have nixed the idea in favor of
Radinovich. Retired TV news anchor Michelle Lee, who was
apparently going to run against Rep. Mike Sundin, appears to
now want Nolan’s seat. Kirsten Hagen Kennedy, Mayor of North
Branch, says she will run. You can almost count on an August 14
Primary Election for the seat and perhaps other races this election year. (See page 6 for a full year election primer.)

The 13-year permitting process for Polymet’s NorthMet
Project continued with hearings in Aurora Feb. 7 and
Duluth Feb. 8 attended by these Laborers 1091 and
Painters & Allied Trades 106 members. You can still comment online at http://polymet.mn.gov/ until March 6 on
the mining permit and until March 16 on air and water
quality, and wetlands certification. While project supporters are frustrated with the delays they have hope it’s close
to over and the project can finally begin.

Construct Tomorrow is Feb. 27 and 28
The incredibly successful
Construct Tomorrow will be
held for the fourth time
Tuesday, Feb. 27 and 28 at the
DECC’s Paulucci Hall. Affiliated unions of the Duluth
Building & Construction
Trades Council, their apprenticeship programs, signatory
contractors, area schools, and
employment agencies give
regional high school students
hands-on opportunities to
experience the skilled work
performed in construction
careers. Duluth’s two day event
is the largest Construct
Tomorrow program in the state.
Duluth East and Denfeld
students will fill the day on
Feb. 27.
From 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
on that Tuesday a student, parent, and community open
house will be held.
“We’ve got people in the
community who also want to
learn about construction
careers,” said Rachel LoefflerKemp, who helps coordinate
the event through the
Community Services Program.

On Wednesday, Feb. 28 students from Grand Marais to
Hinckley schools will be bused
to the DECC.
The event has grown every
year and now about 1,000 students who will try their hand at
wiring circuits, troweling
cement, setting tile, virtual
welding and painting and much
more as they move through the
stations staffed by representatives of 14 local union apprenticeship programs.
Construct Tomorrow does
not come at a cost to the school
districts. The Lake Superior
Carl Perkins Consortium takes
the pressure off their budgets
by paying for busing, and such
items.
“The beauty of our programs is that apprentices earn
wages as they learn rather than
creating tuition debt,” said
DBCTC President Craig
Olson. “Construction presents
living wage careers that are
vital to the economic growth of
our region. Our Building
Trades unions have a very high
market share in this area, creat-

MN public unions launch
digital advertising campaign
A group of unions representing public workers across
Minnesota launched a digital advertising campaign last week to
show how unions are building better lives for their members and
all Minnesotans. “Building Better Lives Together” began Feb. 6
with ads on YouTube, Pandora, Hulu and other video channels.
The organizers plan to run the campaign through the summer.
The campaign features interviews with six members of public sector unions. They discuss issues affecting the lives of
Minnesota families, including student debt, affordable higher
education, paid sick time, accessible health care, equitable wages
and retirement security.
The videos will be posted at bettertogethermn.com, and will
be shared on social media using the hashtag #betterlivesMN.
Line Break Media of Minneapolis and the Clarify Agency of
San Francisco created the videos and website.
The campaign starts about three weeks before the U.S.
Supreme Court hears oral arguments on Feb. 26 on Janus v.
AFSCME Council 31. The lawsuit seeks to financially destabilize unions to benefit the corporate CEOs and billionaires who
have already rigged so much of the economy against working
people. The National Right to Work Legal Defense Foundation,
which receives funding from various conservative sources such
as the Bradley Foundation of Milwaukee represents the plaintiff.
The Public Sector Union Alliance, or PSUA, includes:
AFSCME, Education Minnesota, SEIU, MAPE, Teamsters 320,
Middle Management Association, Minnesota Nurses
Association and Inter Faculty Organization.

Save March 15:

Free workers’
comp seminar

UMD program to address

Creating Inclusive Communities

Keenan, Brandi Maus benefit

United Steel Workers Local 11-63

Duluth seeks board applicants IBEW 31 & 242

The City of Duluth has approximately 30 boards and commissions, providing valuable input and leadership on topics that
include public arts, disabilities, heritage preservation,
parks/recreation, trees and many others. They have openings and
are seeking applications from the community representing
diverse backgrounds and experiences with a commitment
towards public service. Interested applicants can read more
about each Board or Commission and access the online application at http://duluthmn.gov/boards-commissions/ Questions can
be directed to the City Clerk’s office at (218) 730-5500.
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Labor World job opening

ing great job opportunities, and
Labor World, Inc. is accepting applications for the position
we have openings. Construct
of
editor/manager
of its publication. The editor/manager is
Tomorrow is a really great proresponsible
for
all
aspects of publication including, but not
gram that can start the pathway
limited
to,
ad
sales,
reporting, photography, composition/layto great career.”
out, and trucking the paper. The editor/manager is also
responsible for running the day to day operations of the
business. That job is the only full time position at the paper.
A working knowledge of the labor movement and a belief
in its principles, as well as a familiarity with publishing a
newspaper, are paramount qualifications for applicants.
A part time bookkeeper handles the finances, billing, mailGet out your calendars and ing list, and other aspects of the business and publishing.
mobile devices to save
Established in 1896 and published 21 times a year, Labor
Thursday, March 15 for the World is incorporated in the State of Minnesota as a nonfree Workers’ Compensation profit. It is owned by shareholding unions. An elected nine
Seminar brought to you by member Board of Directors establishes policy for the paper.
Falsani, Balmer, Peterson, &
Application deadline is Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2018.
Quinn, Attorneys at Law.
Date of hire will be Monday, April 9, 2018.
The always educational,
Please send resumes by mail only, or drop off at
informative, and entertaining
event begins with registration the office, to Labor World Job Opening, Room 110,
and continental breakfast from 2002 London Road, Duluth, MN 55812.
8:30 to 9:00 a.m. at Duluth’s
Holiday Inn – Great Lakes
Ballroom, 200 West 1st Street.
A variety of very practical
topics pertaining directly to
UMD’s Commission on Equity, Race and Ethnicity will presemployees and the workers’
ents
its annual all-day program featuring 60- and 90-minute
compensation system will be
workshops
on equity, diversity and social justice topics on
covered before the seminar
Wednesday,
February 21. The theme of the 2018 Summit is
ends with a question and
“Creating
Inclusive
Communities.” The presentations will
answer session from 2:30 to
address
ways
in
which
we can work together to create more
3:00 p.m. The firm will present
equitable
communities
on
campus and in the Twin Ports.
lots of new information,
The
keynote
speaker
is
Lee Mun Wah, an internationally
including on opioids, to help
renowned
Chinese
American
documentary filmmaker, author,
injured workers, their advopoet,
Asian
folkteller,
educator,
community therapist and master
cates, and unions.
diversity
trainer.
The lunch speaker will be
Sessions will take place in the Kirby Ballroom and other
Congressman Tim Walz of
Kirby
Student Center locations. Registration is free, and donaMankato,
an
Education
tions
are
welcome.
Minnesota member and DFL
http://d.umn.edu/commission-equity-race-ethnicity
has
candidate for governor in
detailed
information
on
sessions
and
registration.
Minnesota this year.
As always the breakfast,
lunch, break refreshments, and
On Jan. 16, Keenan and Brandi Maus lost their home and two
parking are free.
beloved
dogs in a fire that made their home a total loss. Keenan
“We are applying for continuing education credits for is an active military member and member of Teamsters Local
QRCs this year,” said Robert 346. His union will be hosting a benefit dinner to help the family get back on their feet after their devastating losses.
C. Falsani.
A $20 spaghetti dinner and door prize ticket will be sold at the
The seminar’s agenda will
appear in the next Labor World door at Aad Shriners Hall, 5152 Miller Trunk, beginning at 5:00
but for now – Save That Date... p.m. and lasting until midnight. The door prize is a new Stoeger
M3500 12 Gauge Shotgun 26 Inch Max 5 Camo. There will also
Thursday, March 15.
If you’re on top of your be a 50/50 raffle.
“If you are unable to attend but would like to help these great
game you can reserve your spot
at by e-mailing Gayle at people you can donate at www.gofundme.com/keenan-mausgmkorenchen@falsanibalmer.c benefit,” said Teamster 346 President Zak Radzak.
All parties making a donation to the raffle will be recognized.
om or by calling her at 723For more information contact Zak Radzak at 218-628-1036.
1990 or 625-1857.
The reservation deadline is
Monday, March 12.

Retirees’
Luncheon

Tues., Feb. 27
1:00 p.m.

Dry Dock
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

2018 Election of Officers
USW Local 11-63 will be holding officer elections on
Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at the Labor Temple, 1403
Avenue C, Cloquet, MN. The polls will be open
from 5 a.m. to 9 a.m. and from 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
All offices are open for election: President, Vice
President Pulp, Vice President Paper, Chief Steward
Pulp, Chief Steward Paper, Chief Steward Finishing,
Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary, Treasurer,
and (3) Trustee positions.
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A Love Story for Valentine’s
Didn’t take long to crunch
the numbers as a teenager and
realize a paper route didn’t pay.
Reading the newspaper did. No
one else is awake as I’m reading the daily in the breakfast
nook at 3910 W. 8th St. in the
spring of 1964. (I grew to like
quiet mornings as you may
have noticed.) The State of
Minnesota was looking for
workers 16 and older for $1.25
an hour. Are you kidding me? I
applied, got hired, and got rich
at 32 hours a week.
Had to be at the corner of
40th & Grand early to get
picked up by an old school bus
driven by Carl Penrose. I was
the only kid on that corner but
we made a number of stops on
our way out of town on Hwy.
23. Looking at the kids already
on the bus and the ones we
picked up I knew I was in with
a rough bunch. That old bus
barely made the long hill from
Fond du Lac to Holyoke and I
barely made it too. These were
knock you around guys and ol’
Carl had his hands full driving.
You put your arm on the back

of your seat and your skinny
little excuse for a bicep was
going to get pounded. The big
kid laughed and I stifled a
scream and a cry. A lot of the
guys on the bus were doing
some kind of “time” as
teenagers for messin’ up somehow. They needed someone to
pick on. I was in it for the
money but was scared to death
as the littlest and youngest and
just tried to disappear into the
bad seat, no more jaunty arm
on the seat back crap.
When the bus made the long
grade it was on to Nickerson
and a stop at Beise’s diner for a
snack. Guys plugged the juke
box to play Hank Williams. It
was safe in there.
Then it was on to the
Labor World next issues:
swamps around Bruno to pick
Feb. 28;
moss, which you could grab
March 14, 28, April 18; with your hands and tear off
like a rug, put it in a metal wash
LABOR WORLD
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Periodicals postage is paid at
plants and tree roots for shipDuluth MN 55806.
ping. The inmates were a lot
POSTMASTER:
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Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812
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S-70
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7
seemed to fear/respect the most
(218) 728-4469
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looked hard around the bus and
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body
told everyone, “You leave this
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kid alone.” Dick Garthus liked
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager
my brother, knew him from
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper
school. Whew! Dick didn’t
Board of Directors
take shit from no one and
Pres/Treas Al LaFrenier, Workers kicked the shit out of many as
United; VP Stacy Spexet, USW
was life in tough West Duluth.
9460; Sec Kathleen Adee,
Education MN; Mikael Sundin, Carl drove the bus, ran the
crew, but Dick ran the bunch of
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
us as one of us. He was a good
Dan O’Neill, Plumbers &
guy with a great smile and
Steamfitters 11;
demeanor, but don’t cross him.
Dan Leslie, IBEW 31;
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I hope he’s doing well.
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I haven’t spent much time
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scared in my life after he came
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to my defense on that bus. It
was a hard coming of age experience that taught me to stand
up for myself (with Dick
behind me then of course) and
others.
The long rides back home
were always a lot easier, everyone was tired after a long, hard
day, and it was downhill.
After a paper route and
babysitting for customers on
the route, that moss picking
summer demanded, holy cow, a
bank account.
A year later I would be
working at the Norshor Theatre
for 75 cents an hour, four hours
a week, $2.80 take home pay.
That was all about having fun
(laborworld.org/documents/Jul
-21-2010v5.pdf). But the pay
checks from picking moss
made work seem worth it. A
red 1961 Ford Galaxy 500
Starliner was in my future but
that took a couple more years.
There were other high
school summer job stints cleaning Stowe and Riverside
schools for ISD 709 swabbing
the wooden floors like a sailor
with the windows open to not
get sick from the sealer. God,
those floors looked beautiful
when they were still wet after
the second coat. A few years
later I was a full time UMD
student and a full time custodian at Stowe covering for an
injured worker. Broke my heart
to see what my floors looked
like after just a couple of weeks
of school. It was hard to push
the mop to clean the dirt from
all the the shoes. No more
shine, but I told myself that
someone, hopefully not me
anymore, would be making
money in the summer cleaning
schools and making the floors
look beautiful.
Swinging that big wet mop
was a learned skill and had a
great rhythm to it. It was a lot
easier than jackhammering slag
out of the open hearth checker
chambers at the Morgan Park
steel plant just a year later.

You say that you love me, but sometimes you don’t show it.
In the beginning you could not do without me. Now you seem to
take me for granted. Some days I wonder if I mean anything to
you at all.
Maybe when I’m gone you’ll appreciate me for all the things
I’ve done, and all the things I do for you. I’m responsible for
pulling food on your table, for the clean shirt you wear, for the
welfare of your home and family, and for the thousand and one
things you want and need. Why, if it weren’t for me, you wouldn’t have that car you drive to
work, fun, and the dentist.
I’ve kept quiet and waited to
see how long it would take for
you to realize just how much
you really need me.
Cherish me, take good care
of me - and I’ll take good care of
you. Who am I? I’m your
UNION you dumb SOB!
Author Unknown, submitted by Mr. Love Duck Dick
Webber, former Business You’re Mine!
Manager, Insulators Local 49

Swamp not being drained
Editor:
As I watched Trump in front of all the Republicans from the
House and Senate behind him celebrating their passage of the
new tax bill, and one after another praising Trump for his leadership in the bill’s passage, I couldn’t help but remember his
pledge to “drain the swamp.”
In the early 1300s in Germany, there was a town that was
overrun with rats. The legend is told that a man with multi-colored clothing and a “pipe” (a flute) told the mayor that he could
rid the town of rats and he did. Trump said, if president, he
would go to Washington and drain the swamp. The Pied Piper
of Hamelin, which fittingly in German is “rattenfanger of
Hameln” or in English “the rat catcher from New York” (not the
“rotten fingers” from NY, as eleven women suing Trump may
think fitting) got rid of the rats, but Trump stood in the swamp
on the 20th of December surrounded by rats and leeches – all
boot licking and sucking up – and grinning.
If there is any change to the swamp, he created in its stead a
sewer crawling with republican rats and leeches. This clot of
republicans with McConnell and Ryan doesn’t care about what
is best for our country, they care only about what is best for
themselves and their big money friends. They ran the tax bill
through with no open hearings, no Democratic input and compromised only with themselves. Only 36% of Americans have a
favorable opinion of the new tax law; about the same percentage
of people who have a favorable view of Trump.
There used to be a different republican party; a party of former Minnesota governors Al Quie, who was a personal friend of
state Rep. David Battaglia, and Arnie Carlson who didn’t get the
republican endorsement for governor but won anyway. And
U.S. Senator David Durenberger who came to the Duluth Labor
Temple and listened to us.
And it isn’t only the Repubs in Washington who are the bootlickers and suck ups; the GOP in state houses are alike especially in Wisconsin and Minnesota. I have no doubt, that not for
Gov. Dayton, Minnesota would be a “right-to-leech” state, a
state that would decimate the teacher’s union and public employees unions, and repeal every law that has been supportive of
working families over the years, including prevailing wage laws
so important to union construction workers. Just look at what
they have done in Wisconsin.
So I hope that workers are not fooled by supporters and followers of the “swamp drainer.” The swamp is not dry, the rats
and leeches are doing very well there, thank you Trump. I don’t
know of a single republican today, nationally or statewide, and
running for re-election who isn’t in lockstep with Trump. We
deserve better, and we can do better.
George A. Sundstrom, Retired Union Sheet Metal Worker
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UMD Theatre to present play on labor safety standards, workers’ rights
These Shining Lives
written by Duluth
native Melanie Marnich
Melanie Marnich grew up
in Duluth and has gone on to
successful careers in advertising, television, and as a playwright. She is excited to have
the University of Minnesota
Duluth Theatre preparing to
present her play These Shining
Lives in March.
The play follows the path
that led to labor safety standards reform and workers’
rights changes in the roaring
1920s and the Depression Era.
It is a poetic love story/docud-

rama that chronicles a true
story about strong women
fighting for a safe workplace at
a time when they were given
little credibility, and even less
protection, in the U.S.
The play is narrated by one
of the workers, Catherine
Donohue, who paint hour
markings onto watch dials
using a radium compound
which glows in the dark. Their
ailments are ignored until a
doctor identifies radium poisoning and an attorney takes
their case. The real Catherine
Donohue died in 1938 after testifying before the Illinois
Industrial Commission.

In 2005 the play was a finalist for the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize and the Weissberger
Award. It is still performed
nationally and internationally.
“The play has a beautiful
history of performances and
has been done in a ton of universities,” said Marnich. “It is
required reading at Clemson
University” which she finds
flattering in South Carolina,
hardly a bastion of labor rights
or worker protections.
The play spawned the nonfiction 2016 book “The
Radium Girls: The Dark Story
of America’s Shining Women”
by author Kate Moore.

These Shining Lives will be
directed by Bill Payne, a
University Education Association member.
“We’ll weave about six
songs and three labor movement choral pieces in the performance and have talkback
sessions,” said Payne, who is
excited to be back doing what
he loves after recently stepping
down as Dean of Fine Arts.
All six actors, the six chorus
members and their directors/
conductors are students.
These Shining Lives will be
presented in nine performances
beginning Thursday, March 13 and 13-17 at 7:30 p.m. and

Sunday, March 18 at 2 p.m. in
Dudley Experimental Theatre
in Marshall Performing Arts
Center at UMD with general
admission seating. Opening
night is sold out. Performances in that venue regularly
sell out and tickets should be
purchased in advance, especially for Friday and Saturday.
Payne said run time should
be between 80 and 90 minutes
without an intermission.
Tickets are: $21 Adult; $16
S e n i o r / Ve t e r a n / U M D
Faculty/Staff; $10 Student; $8
UMD Student. z.umn.edu/
1718TheseShiningLives has
more or call 218-726-8561.

Marnich shares memories of home, talks about the creative process
The bitterness of a cold snap
didn’t bother Melanie Marnich
or Lee Blessing in Duluth earlier this month. The married,
renowned playwrights who
live in Los Angeles didn’t even
mention the biting wind chill.
They were both born in Minnesota, Blessing in Minneapolis,
Marnich in Duluth’s Morgan
Park/Smithville neighborhood.
Her mother, Mary, still lives
in the western end of town so
she had a great visit just before
her play, These Shining Lives,
will be performed at UMD in
March. Marnich loved talking
about growing up here.
“My Mom worked for the
Teamsters (Local 346) on First
Street in the West End, my Dad
(Mike) worked at the Cement
Plant, then MinnTac when the
Cement Plant closed, and then
Diamond Tool,” she said. “He
loved his job at Diamond Tool,
they made great tools!”
Those were all union jobs.

She said Morgan Park was a
unique community growing up.
“I learned later it was
named after J.P. Morgan and
was really a planned company
town, but growing up it was
great,” Marnich said. “My
mom’s sister lived across the
street from us and I had another aunt down the block.”
As United States Steel had
planned, you hardly had to
leave Morgan Park.
Marnich did leave and
ended up being successful in
the advertising world, television writing and producing,
and as a playwright.
Marnich and Blessing, both
members of the Writers’ Guild,
have many awards for their
long lists of work. They spoke
about the creative process at a
UMD symposium with students and faculty Feb. 6.
“I advanced to being a playwright as an entertainer (in
advertising and TV),” said

Melanie Marnich and Lee Blessing (Submitted Photo)
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Marnich. “I liked the ‘wright’
part meaning it was a craft.”
She said playwrighting has
to be worth it for people to hire
a babysitter, buy tickets, and
attend a play, sometimes out of
town. “They need to watch and
leave feeling like the world is
different now, it’s like the last
true living alchemy,” she said.
In response to a question
that it all seems so wonderfully
formed, Marnich replied, “Hell
no! I chase it down until I get
kind of a radio signal and finally I get the station tuned in. I’m
always stumbling around but I
know when I’ve got it.”
After a successful career in
advertising she went to graduate school at 40 and quit three
times before she got through.
“It took until about 40 for
the needle to fall into the right
groove on the record,” she said.
Blessing has written a play a
year for thirty years to much
acclaim almost out of stubbornness he said. “My wife has
done so many things well it
would have crushed me,” he
said, but he said its getting
harder to be a playwright. He
credited TV writing for having
advanced so much in the past
20 years but he said too many
things like animation, science
fiction, and gaming don’t
require much out of the viewer.
Even with her success on
HBO and other venues and the
improvements in TV writing
Marnich said commercial television’s job is to appeal to the
largest advertisers.
“I only went after jobs not
for a job but to learn something, to explore a question I’m
interested in without judgement,” she said. She also says
she will never eat Ramen noodles again after all the lean
years. In spite of good work it
can come down to the luck of

having your script picked up by
a literary agent she said. “I’ve
been traveling, reading, auditioning...I’ve been to all the
proms looking for a ring,” she
said about failed efforts.
Marnich says she has to
write about the human condition, even though the issue presented may not be the essence
of the play. The topic may be
about prostitution but the play
may be a love story.
Marnich told students to
keep a “voracious, fearless
curiosity, it keeps you from
becoming narrow, it keeps you
open...it’s essential...I’m a kid
from Morgan Park, that’s my
plumbline, no one can compete
with that. I will write from

what’s in here,” Marnich said
tapping her heart, “I won’t
compete with the whole world,
I’ll write from my Duluth head,
my own humor, my own weirdness...do not contaminate that
frequency, you’re the unique
product. Stand out by being the
best version of weirdness that’s
you” she told the students.
Marnich is currently working on new pilots for the AMC
Networks, and directing other
script writers.
“I love theatre, but television takes up a lot of my attention because of the hours
involved,” she said by phone
Monday. “You have to be really invested in it, but it’s great
for a writer.”
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Labor World Board re-elected, Al LaFrenier re-elected President/Treasurer
At the Labor World, Inc.
Annual Shareholders Meeting
Feb. 8, Al LaFrenier (Workers
United), Stacy Spexet (USW
9460), Steve Risacher (Carpenters 361 Retired), and Scott
Dulas (Letter Carriers 114)

were re-elected to 2-year terms.
At the First Quarter 2018
Board of Directors meeting
which preceeded and followed
the Annual Meeting, LaFrenier
was re-elected as President/
Treasurer, Spexet was re-elect-

ed as Vice President, and
Kathleen Adee (Education
Minnesota TEMPO) was reelected as Secretary. Officers
are elected every year.
Other board members are
Mikael Sundin (Painters/Allied

Trades trying to maintain Two Harbors PLA
After discussion councilors
voted to table the ban until they
received more information.
“We’ll have a meeting with
Council President Miles
Woodruff and Two Harbors
City Attorney Steve Overom to
discuss the importance of their
PLA ordinance,” said Olson,
who told the mayor and councilors he would meet any time,
any where to discuss the situation.
Olson said the Jan. 29
“came out of nowhere,” and he
was glad councilors tabled the
earlier effort Monday.
“We’ve got a lot of members that live in Two Harbors
that need work and well over
400 union members that live
there,” Olson said.
Swanson, who campaigned
for the Trades endorsement
when he was running for
mayor, told them at the time
that he was behind the PLA
ordinance, but has since turned
against them. That may
change.
During the Jan. 26 meeting
a $1.6 million project to repair
roads and alleys in 2018 was
brought up. Property owners
will be assessed for a portion of
the costs, but the quality of the
work should be paramount for
any construction project.
Out of area low bid contracPickets work! The Fairfield Inn being built at 1001
tors
are notorious for coming
Minnesota Ave. has been one of the worst projects in
in, doing a job and disappearDuluth for quite some time and is taking a long time to
build after first being permitted by the city on 2/27/2017. It ing while local taxpayers are
left at home looking for work
started out with such shoddy work by a non-union conwhile projects they pay for are
tractor that work was halted and a union contractor was
hired to fix problems July 24 under a new permit. But the happening outside their doors.
Some councilors thought
painting was awarded to a non-union contractor. Painters
prevailing
wages would cover
& Allied Trades Local 106 organizer Jack Carlson (left),
for
Project
Labor Agreements,
Dave Cartwright (Insulators #49), and Local 106’s Todd
but there is very little enforceJanke were picketing in the bitter cold Jan. 17 to uphold
ment of prevailing wages by
area standards. Their efforts and the solidarity of all the
any government entity.
Trades has seen the work awarded to union Steinbrecher
Painting, which has hired members of Local 106.

On Jan. 29 Two Harbors
Mayor Chris Swanson and six
city councilors voted 6 to 1 to
remove the city’s Project Labor
Agreement ordinance for construction
projects
over
$150,000. Only Councilor
Robin Glazer, a member of
UFCW 1189, voting against
rescinding PLA language.
A second reading of the
PLA ban ordinance was held
Monday in Two Harbors.
Building Trades members,
retirees, and community members packed council chambers.

Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council
President
Craig
Olson
addressed the mayor and council members during their agenda session prior to their meeting and again during their regular meeting. Olson gave them
a better understanding of how
Project Labor Agreements are
good for development, construction projects, and local
workers. PLAs have been
widely used by local government entities including counties, cities, and school boards.

INJURED at Work?

STOCKMAN

Lost Wages?
LAW OFFICE
Medical Bills?
Office 218.576.8599
Permanency? Anytime 218.393.5239
QRC? stockmaninjurylaw@gmail.com
Return to Work?
www.stockmaninjurylaw.com Louis A. Stockman
Attorney
All Questions?

Trades 106), Dan O’Neill
(Plumbers/Steamfitters 11 Retired), Dan Leslie (IBEW 31
Retired), Tom Cvar (UFCW
1189).
At the annual meeting the
2017 financial report was
approved. Discussions also
focused on hiring the next editor/manager. Increasing advertising revenue is always a topic
of discussion.
The last issue of Labor
World was mailed to 17,206
subscribers, a 64 percent
increase over 1989.
North East Area Labor
Council President Alan Netland thanked the Board and
staff for doing “a damn good
job” of running the paper.
Labor World was founded

in 1896 in Duluth by Sabrie
Akin, a 27-year old Iowa
native, who died in 1900. The
paper was purchased from her
estate for $400 by William
McEwen, who had an illustrious career in Minnesota,
including being the creator of
the state’s workers compensation system. When he died
Labor World was purchased
from his estate by Duluth’s
Federated Trades Assembly,
the forerunner of the current
Central Labor Body, with
shares being sold to unions.
Labor World was incorporated
as a non-profit in the State of
Minnesota in 1937. Labor
World is the oldest of Minnesota’s three labor papers, and
one of the oldest in the nation.

The Labor World Board of Directors are left to right Mikael
Sundin, Steve Risacher, Dan Leslie, Scott Dulas,
President/Treasurer Al LaFrenier, Vice President Stacy
Spexet, Secretary Kathleen Adee, Dan O’Neill, inset left,
and Tom Cvar, inset right.

Formerly

218-729-7733
www.centricity.org
in

Free Consultation • No Recovery, No Fee
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Here’s your guide for preparing for Minnesota’s critical 2018 elections
mnvotes.org can answer board, park board, and local polling place on Primary are also available at every state should confirm their voter regElection Day, August 14. Click agency, all 87 county offices istration information is up to
your voting questions ballot questions.
Secretary of State Steve
Simon has highlighted this
year’s important election dates
in Minnesota and is encouraging all citizens, regardless of
political affiliation, to get
involved, stay informed and,
most importantly, VOTE.
“This is going to be an
important and historic election
year in Minnesota, beginning
with precinct caucuses...on
Feb. 6,” said Simon. “I encourage all Minnesotans to get
involved in the civic process
and make their voices heard in
2018—whether by attending a
local precinct caucus, asking
friends and family if they are
registered to vote, or by voting
on Election Day.”
In 2018, Minnesotans will
be voting for their choice for
both U.S. Senate seats, their
member of the U.S. House of
Representatives, as well as
their choice for Governor & Lt.
Governor, Secretary of State,
State
Auditor,
Attorney
General, and State Representative. This will be the first
election in Minnesota since
1978 that both U.S. Senate
seats and the governorship are
up for election in the same
year.
Some Minnesotans will also
be voting for county officers,
city officers, school board,
township officers, hospital

Key 2018 Election Dates http://www.sos.state.mn.us/ele throughout the state, and online date, and encourage their

May 22–June 5 —
Candidate filing period.
Candidates running for partisan
office need to file for office
during this window of time.
June 29 — Minnesotans
can begin to vote early via
absentee ballot, by mail, or in
person for the August 14
Primary Election.
To vote early by mail,
Minnesotans can apply to have
an absentee ballot mailed to
them http://www.sos.state.mn
.us/elections-voting/otherways-to-vote/vote-early-bymail/
To vote early in person,
Minnesotans can get and cast
an absentee ballot at their county election office. Learn more
here http://www.sos.state.mn.
us/elections-voting/otherways-to-vote/vote-early-bymail/.
Minnesotans who are military and overseas voters who
want to vote absentee can learn
more here http://www.sos.
state.mn.us/elections-voting
/other-ways-to-vote/vote-frommilitary-or-abroad/.
July 24 — Pre-registration deadline for the Primary
Election. Voters are encouraged to pre-register to vote to
avoid lines at the polling place.
Voters who miss this deadline
may still register at their

Nolan won’t run again...from page 1
Labor-endorsement as a county commissioner from the area
that surrounds Duluth. Stauber is a retired Duluth Police
Lieutenant, where he was president of his union after getting it
to leave the regular police union.
Nolan’s departure could return the seat to the Republican
Party for only the second term in 70 years.
The Independence Party has endorsed Ray “Skip” Sandman,
who ran four years ago for the seat and almost took enough votes
to keep Nolan from winning. Sandman is a retired AFSCME
member.
Nolan has been a steadfast supporter of working families and
his constituents in Congress. He will be missed by many. Dozens
of other U.S. House members of both parties are also stepping
down this year from the Republican-controlled body.
In his statement Nolan said, “The fact is, I have spent 16 productive and exciting years in elective office, and far longer working behind the scenes in business, labor, community service, and
the public policy arena. Good politics is about making a positive
difference in people’s lives, and together with all of you and a
brilliant dedicated staff, we’ve made a real difference for the 8th
District of Minnesota and our great Nation. Jobs are coming
back. Wages are going up. The Iron Range and the 8th District
are on the economic rebound, and our best days are still ahead.
Having said that, there is a time and a purpose for everything and
now is the time for me to pass the baton to the next generation.”
Words will not make it easier for his supporters in the labor
movement, who have been invested in his re-election. As Nolan
has often stated the two year terms in the U.S. House require
incumbents to always be in campaign mode, when they should
be doing the people’s business. He was much better at that than
his colleagues. He has 11 months left to continue his good work.
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ctions-voting/register-to-vote/ in twelve languages.
friends, family and co-workers
to register to vote today.
Minnesotans who are to do the same.
Tuesday, August 14 — already registered to vote

Primary Election Day.
September
21
—
Minnesotans can begin to vote
early via absentee ballot, by
mail, or in person for the
November 6 General Election.
To vote early by mail,
Minnesotans can apply to have
an absentee ballot mailed to
them. Learn more here
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/ele
ctions-voting/other-ways-tovote/vote-early-by-mail/.
To vote early in person,
Minnesotans can get and cast
an absentee ballot at their county election office. Learn more
here http://www.sos.state.mn
.us/elections-voting/otherways-to-vote/vote-early-inperson/
Minnesotans who are military and overseas voters who
want to vote absentee can learn
more here http://www.sos.
state.mn.us/electionsvoting/other-ways-tovote/vote-from-military-orabroad/.
September 25 — National
Voter Registration Day. Join
Secretary Simon and organizations across the state and country as we celebrate the largest
annual voter registration drive
in the U.S.
October 16 — Pre-registration deadline for the General
Election. Voters are encouraged to pre-register to vote to
avoid lines at the polling place.
Voters who miss this deadline
may still register at their
polling place on Election Day,
November 6. Click here to register to vote today.

Campaign workers organizing

On Monday, political campaign workers across the country
launched a new, independent union and announced their firstever bargaining agreement. The Campaign Workers Guild
(CWG) is a national union representing non-management workers on electoral and issue-based campaigns. CWG’s mission is to
ensure that campaign workers have reasonable work hours, fair
wages, workplace rights, and basic labor protections. Their
announcement comes just months before the 2018 midterm elections, while many progressive candidates are recruiting staff.
“We will build stronger campaigns and a stronger movement
when we treat campaign workers with respect,” said CWG
President Laura Reimers. “It is time for candidates to practice
what they preach.”
Although many progressive candidates advocate for prounion policies, they fail to practice what they preach. Campaign
workers frequently work close to 80 hours a week, get paid far
less than $15 an hour, and face workplace hazards like sexual
harassment. Enormous sums of money are spent on elections—
a combined $6.5 billion during the 2016 cycle—but workers
entrusted with running campaigns are too often undervalued.
CWG is calling for a party-wide collective bargaining agreement covering campaign workers on all local, state, and federal
Democratic campaigns as well as progressive ballot measures. In
the meantime, they are organizing campaign by campaign.
In their first organizing victory, CWG members working for
congressional candidate Randy Bryce secured a union contract
guaranteeing fair working conditions. Bryce is an Ironworker
challenging House Speaker Paul Ryan in Wisconsin’s 1st
Congressional District. Nate Rifkin is Union Steward for the
Bryce campaign. “The workers on our now unionized campaign
are proud to work for Randy Bryce, a person, and candidate, who
practices what he preaches.”
CWG is ready to work with more campaigns and urges campaign workers to visit campaignworkersguild.org to learn more.

PLEASE MENTION THIS LABOR WORLD AD

Tuesday, November 6
— General Election Day.

Register to Vote Today
The voter registration
process in Minnesota is easier
and more convenient than ever
before. Minnesotans can register to vote from the comfort of
their own home by going
online to mnvotes.org.
Voters can register at the
polls http://www.sos.state.mn.
us/elections-voting/register-tovote/register-on-election-day/
on Election Day or when
applying for or renewing their
driver's license.
Voter registration applications
http://www.sos.state.
mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/register-on-paper/

DIVORCE • PATERNITY
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AFSCME and allies defend agency fees in Supreme Court Janus briefs
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
Facing an expected hostile
majority of GOP-confirmed
U.S. Supreme Court justices,
AFSCME, the state of Illinois
and their allies are nonetheless
vigorously defending “agency
fees” unions can collect, when
state law allows, from nonmembers whom they represent
on the job. But many unions
defending the fees also anticipate a 5-4 High Court vote to
kill them. That tally would
make every state and local government worker nationwide a
potential “free rider” and all
those workplaces into the
equivalent of so-called “rightto-work” sites. And that could
cause a big drop in revenues
unions use to defend workers.
In their briefs, filed in late
January, the unions are offering
the justices a variety of reasons
to uphold the fees, in the case
of Janus v AFSCME District
Council 31, the union’s Illinois
state council. Justices will hear
oral arguments on Feb. 26.

Their explanations range
from noting the U.S. Constitution’s framers originally did
not extend any free speech
rights to government workers
to ensuring smooth functioning
of labor-management relations
to state sovereignty over its
relations with its own workers.
Dissenting Illinois child
welfare workers Mark Janus,
Marie Quigley and Bryan
Trygg, challenge that on constitutional grounds. They’re
picked, backed and funded by
the radical right anti-worker,
anti-union National Right to
Work Legal Defense Fund.
They want the court to
bounce an Illinois law – and in
other states – which say unions
representing objectors like
them can collect “agency fees”
for basic bargaining and grievances. “Agency fees” are less
than union dues, and unions
must justify the figures.
Janus and his backers argue
the fees violate workers’ 1st
Amendment free speech rights.
They call everything any union
does “political lobbying” and

say free speech means they
don’t have to support it, by
mouth or by money. They want
the fees tossed out, defunding
unions. Estimates of the losses
run into the millions, though
neither side offered numbers.
Unions already collect
agency fees from thousands of
free riders. Federal union density calculations show unions
represented 218,000 non-member state workers in 2017, and
2,371 million state workers
overall. Unions also represented 358,000 non-member local
government workers and 4,449
million local workers overall.
Thousands in both groups are
“free riders” in RTW states.
Forty-two years ago, the
court said fee collections are
OK and don’t violate free
speech. But two years ago, the
justices tied 4-4 on party lines
on an identical challenge to the
fees – and now Neil Gorsuch is
the fifth GOP justice on the
court, with an anti-worker
record in lower court rulings.
In another Obama administration policy reversal, the

Black History Month begins with 50-year
memorials for Echol Cole, Robert Walker
On February 1st as America
celebrated the start of Black
History Month, the AFL-CIO
reaffirmed its commitment to
fighting for black workers who
make up such a vital part of our
union movement.
The AFL-CIO recognizes
the harsh realities black workers face every day that stem
from systemic racism and
unemployment. Black workers
are disproportionately impacted by bad trade deals and an
economic race to the bottom.

Coordinated attacks against
black
workers—including
repeated “right to work” legislation and the Supreme Court
case Janus v. AFSCME Council
31—are among the most direct
examples of special interests
trying to divide and weaken
working people.
“It is critical that a modern
labor union movement be a
leader in the fight for black
workers,” said fed President
Richard Trumka. “The AFLCIO is committed to listening

County approves scholarships
The St. Louis County Board unanimously approved operating
guidelines for their Mineral Royalties Scholarship. This fall,
Hibbing Community College, Lake Superior College, Mesabi
Range College and Vermilion Community College will each
have an additional $37,500 in scholarship money for students.
Through the program, the county is dedicating a portion of iron
ore royalties it receives to create scholarships, which are intended to be used as a workforce development resource to help train
and retain skilled employees in high-demand county industries.
“Our region has been blessed with precious minerals including iron ore,” said Commissioner Tom Rukavina. “For generations, the hard working men and women of St. Louis County
have been employed by industries associated with the extraction,
production and export of these minerals. Now, through this
scholarship program, our current and future generations will
continue to benefit from mining on the Iron Range. Our goal is
to make this a permanent program by creating an endowment
through the use of mineral royalties.”
Each college’s foundation will be responsible for implementing the scholarship process and selecting recipients. Individual
awards will range from $500 to $2,500 annually. To be eligible,
a student must have received a high school diploma or equivalent while they were a resident of St. Louis County.

to the challenges that you don’t
really understand unless you
live them and holding openended conversations about the
roots of discrimination.”
The AFL-CIO
Labor
Commission on Racial and
Economic Justice has held
meetings in cities across the
country and had conversations
with more than 15,000 union
members about how racism
and other forms of discrimination have been used to divide
and weaken working people.
On Feb. 1 the AFL-CIO
joined thousands of working
people across the country in a
moment of silence to honor
sanitation workers Echol Cole
and Robert Walker, who were
crushed to death in a malfunctioning sanitation truck as they
took shelter from a torrential
downpour.
That tragedy 50 years ago
triggered the strike of the city’s
1,300 sanitation workers. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., was
assassinated on April 4, 1968,
while supporting those striking
workers. The AFL-CIO is
proud to join with AFSCME’s
“I AM 2018” movement honoring the sacrifices of so many.
The federation is participating in numerous events, including hosting a photography
exhibit and participating in
social activism in February.
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GOP Trump administration’s
Justice Department backs
Janus. All this hasn’t stopped
AFSCME and its allies from
trying to change a GOP-named
justice’s mind.
The older ruling, Abood v
Detroit Board of Education,
“accords with the 1st
Amendment’s original meaning, which accorded public
employees no curtailments of
free speech in the workplace,”
AFSCME said in its brief to the
justices. That decision actually
was a step forward for some
workers, the union adds – at
least those in non-RTW states.
Janus and his allies “ask the
justices to upend the collective
bargaining systems of many
states… based on numerous
unsupported and inaccurate
assertions.” Janus “claims all
collective bargaining is inherently political and employees
choose not to join unions
because they object to bargaining positions. Those assertions
are false and unsupported by an
evidentiary record. This court’s
jurisprudence should rest on
evidence, not fiction.”
AFSCME, Illinois, and

many other unions submitting
briefs want the court to uphold
Abood. They say collecting
agency fees “is justified by the
states’ strong interest in promoting labor peace through
collective bargaining and
avoiding the ‘free rider’ incentive” where “non-members can
avoid paying any fees while
retaining the benefits” of
unions. But it also noted Abood
said states couldn’t compel
non-members to pay for
expenses outside of bargaining,
such as politics.
“The U.S. Constitution permits states to impose reasonable conditions on public
employment,” Illinois Attorney
General Lisa Madigan, agreeing with AFSCME, told the
justices in her brief. Madigan, a
Democrat, is defending the
state law – the statute which
sets agency fees as an employment condition – even though
right-wing anti-worker GOP
Gov. Bruce Rauner is trying to
wreck the law and the union.
Indeed, Rauner first filed
the Janus case, but lower courts
threw him out of it, saying he
wasn’t personally hurt.

AFSCME members, staff, and retirees in Duluth joined a
50th anniversary national moment of silence to remember
Echol Cole and Robert Walker, who were crushed to death
as Memphis sanitation workers Feb. 1, 1968. That tragedy
led to a strike that helped public employees nationwide.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis
April 4, 1968 while there supporting those striking workers. The day before he had delivered his famous “I Have
Been To The Mountaintop” speech.
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Walz continues as DFL gubanatorial front runner after precinct caucuses
In spite of this almost
unprecedented election year,
only missing a presidential
election, turnout at the Feb. 6
Minnesota precinct caucuses
was poor. Almost every office
in the state is up for grabs other
than state senators and many
contests have multiple candidates. Democratic Farmer

Labor Party supporters had
also hoped their disgust with
the GOP Trump Administration
would spur turnout for their
side. Only 34,112 people
attended DFL caucuses.
But when Duluth Central
Labor Body delegates were
asked Feb. 8 how many had
attended their caucuses almost

Special elections stay the same
Minnesota had two special legislative elections Monday but
they did nothing to change the balance of power in the
Minnesota Senate or House. Both seats stayed with parties that
had held them before the two legislators retired following sexual harassment allegations.
The Minnesota Senate will stick with it 34 to 33 Republican
majority after Democratic Farmer Labor candidate Karla
Bigham got 51% of the vote to retain the seat that had been held
by DFL Senate Dan Schoen. The District covers from South St.
Paul to Hastings and north to Afton. Republican Denny
McNamara received 47% of the vote. Both Bigham and
McNamara are former House members.
Senate President Michelle Fischback (R-Paynesville) became
Lieutenant Governor with Tina Smith having been named to
replace U.S. Senator Al Franken, who also resigned amid sexual allegations. Fischback won a court case Monday to retain her
Senate seat while being Lt. Gov., but that may not be over yet.
The House District 23B that Rep. Tony Cornish, a retired
police officer, vacated stayed Republican with Jeremy Munson
easily defeating Melissa Wagner in the solid GOP Blue
Earth/Waseca southern Minnesota area.

On Friday, Feb. 2nd Carpenters Local 361 members picketed the grand opening of the 310 Pub in Canal Park for
employing non-union Northern Trends for the remodel of
the old Grizzly’s. After their picket they went across the
street to Hoop’s Brewing, which used all union contractors
for their remodel of the old Timber Lodge last year.
Grizzly’s and the 7 West Tap Houses also used Northern
Trends, which refuses to hire union carpenters said
Carpenter’s Business Rep. Jeremy Browen.
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everyone in Wellstone Hall
The Minnesota AFL-CIO is ed to wait until after the DFL
raised their hands. When asked also expected to endorse in the convention.
how many signed up to be del- race for governor but is expectegates to their following conventions over half the room
responded.
But the only exciting thing
happening at the caucuses
other than being named a delegate was a non-binding
gubanatorial preference ballot
with no less than six DFL candidate choices.
With 100% of the precincts
reporting, Congressman Tim
Walz (District 1 Mankato) continued to be the frontrunner.
The Education Minnesota
member got 9,890 votes,
30.26%. Living almost as far
away
from
the
8th
Congressional District as you
could, Walz only got 729 of the
3,782 votes up north, good for
only 19.28%. His CD 1 is a
farming district, a long way
from the mining that spurs CD
Jim
8, but the Operating Engineers
Balmer
Local 49, which has a strong
presence statewide and up
north has endorsed Walz.
Finishing second to Walz
statewide was Rebecca Otto,
the state auditor, with 19.78%.
She handily beat Walz in CD 8
with 1,072 votes, 28.34%.
Rep. Erin Murphy, a member of the Minnesota Nurses
Association and endorsed by
them, finished third with
13.61% of the votes statewide.
St. Paul Mayor Chris
Coleman got 11.85% of the
vote, Rep. Tina Liebling got
6.12%, and Rep. Paul Thissen
only 4.64%.
Thissen immediately dropped out of the race, and had
also stated in January that he
would not seek re-election to
the Minnesota House of
Representatives, where he had
been a strong DFL Speaker and
helped turn that body around.
Coleman dropped out of the
race Monday.
In the balloting “Other”
received 129 votes statewide,
and “Uncommitted” got 4,360
votes, more than Coleman,
Liebling, Thissen, and only 87
Stephanie
less than Murphy.
Balmer
Senate and county unit caucuses will continue in March
with the 8th Congressional
District Caucus being at the
Duluth Holiday Inn on
Saturday, April 14.
The Minnesota DFL State
Convention,
which
will
endorse their gubanatorial and
other candidates is scheduled
for Friday, June 1 through June
3 at the newly remodeled
Rochester Mayo Civic Center.
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