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Judge blocks Walker again, but it’s not over
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Gov. Dayton was met at Duluth’s airport by Mayor Don
Ness, DFL legislators, and many union supporters May 26
as he flew around the state asking for more compromise
from Republicans and more revenue from the rich in order
to pass a state budget bill. (Chad McKenna, North East Area
Labor Council photo)

By Dominique Paul Noth
Editor, Milwaukee Labor
Press and Press Associates
MADISON, Wis–A victory
for sunshine in Wisconsin,
transparency in government
and the nation’s labor movement, was reinforced May 26
when a Wisconsin judge said
the state’s GOP-run legislature
violated Wisconsin’s Sunshine/
Open Meetings Law in passing
Right Wing GOP Gov. Scott
Walker’s law stripping state
and local workers of collective
bargaining rights. The judge
invalidated Walker’s law.
Ironically, the decision by
Dane County (Madison)
Circuit Court Judge Maryann
Sumi – a Republican appointee
years ago – will force Walker’s
attack on public workers out of
judicial limbo and will probably goad the state GOP legislative majority into trying to
eliminate public worker bargaining rights forever.
That may send hundreds of
thousands of unionists back
into the streets again.
“What we’ve seen from the
beginning in Wisconsin is an
arrogant disregard for the voices of working people,” AFLCIO President Richard Trumka
said. “Walker and the Republicans may forge ahead to
undermine middle-class families, voting rights and more.
But they will not be able to do

Gov. Dayton gets no GOP compromise yet
Minnesota
Democratic
Farmer Labor Governor Mark
Dayton can’t even get state
Republicans to agree to using
an arbitrator to help resolve the
state’s budget bill impasse.
GOP leaders, in control of both
houses of the state legislature
for the first time in their history, called Dayton’s idea a publicity stunt, but that’s precisely
what arbitrators are trained to
do.
Dayton continues to be frustrated by Republicans who
have refused to move on their
position in the five months
since the legislature convened.

Dayton, and many of the hardline Republicans, all took
office in January and things
have not gone well with
Dayton looking to raise revenue by increasing taxes on the
top two percent income bracket, and Republicans only wanting to make cuts to services.
The session ended May 23.
Dayton has the authority to call
a special session but he says
there is no reason to do that if a
compromise in principal hasn’t
been reached prior to a session
convening. He continues to
meet with Republican leaders
and some progress is reportedly occurring.
But a government shutdown
continues to loom if a budget
isn’t passed by the end of the
month. Lay-off notices are
expected to be received today
by some 30,000 state workers,
most of them AFSCME and
MAPE members. Republicans
campaigned on “jobs, jobs,
jobs” last fall but all they have
done is eliminate jobs and continue to seek to do that to state
employees who deliver the
services that give the state a

it without full and close scrutiny.”
Walker’s law is important
because it is the spearhead for
the nationwide Big BusinessRadical Right-GOP campaign
to strip workers of their rights
and trash unions, while also
depriving unionists and their
allies, in some cases, even of
the right to vote.
That business drive manifests itself in states from
Wisconsin to Ohio – where
GOP Gov. John Kasich
stripped all 400,000 state and
local workers of bargaining
rights and outlawed organizing
rights for home health care
workers – to Tennessee to New
Hampshire. Its GOP-run legislature passed a right-to-work
law. Democratic Gov. John
Lynch vetoed it and the state
AFL-CIO is trying to uphold
his veto.
And the Right Wing push
has in turn galvanized unionists
nationwide to campaign to pro-

tect themselves, and to enlist
their neighbors, civil rights
groups and community groups
in the crusade, too.
In Wisconsin, Sumi’s ruling
means Walker and the GOP
will try to again yank collective
bargaining rights through a
separate piece of legislation.
They hope speed, confusion
and the blizzard of complex
budget bills now moving in the
legislature will let their do-over
escape the clamor that brought
hundreds of thousands to the
state capitol and that continues
to roil Wisconsin’s streets with
rallies, petitions and political
activity.
Walker’s law criminalized
public worker collective bargaining for anything other than
wages, and limiting wage bargaining to the inflation rate.
But Sumi’s decision had nothing to do with the contents of
Walker’s anti-worker law.
Instead, it focused on how the
See Walker...page 4

Duffy opens up in Superior

Wisconsin’s new member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from the 7th District, Sean Duffy of Ashland,
came to Superior June 6 for “Coffee with your Congressman.” It
was his first visit with constituents up north after being elected
in November. Like Rep. Chip Cravaack (MN-8), who went
through the same play May 17 in Mt. Iron, Duffy knew the script
he’d been given. They even had the same flyer and pie charts. He
didn’t use a power point presentation, however, or have a microphone, but he’s a much better stand up than Cravaack.
Duffy had the majority of the gathering of 150 on his side, a
long suffering crowd that has had to put up with Democrats up
north for decades. He scared them with the deficit ($46,000 per
American regardless of their age). He scared them with foreigners owning our debt just as Cravaack had done. You could tell
where Duffy’s at when he said the interest per week on the debt
could buy three strike force jets and still have $50,000 left over.
He didn’t say it could fund education, transportation, or health
care. Fighter jets because we evidently need more war power.

large portion of its quality of
life.
Republicans have said “no
new taxes” to Dayton’s call for
taxing the rich at levels that had
been in place in the past, but
their policies will actually raise
See Duffy...page 5
property taxes for state residents by more than a billion
dollars in the next four years.
Duluth, Minneapolis, and St.
Paul residents will be hit the
hardest as Republicans have
singled out those DFL strongholds as places to end local
government aid, putting more
pressure on residents to fill the
financial void through their
taxes.
Republican cuts to health
care and education, higher ed at
$411 million, have citizens
wondering what happened to
Minnesota values. Republican
legislators are hearing about it
in their home districts, but still
will not compromise. They
want a $34 billion budget,
Dayton’s at $35.8 billion. It
does not seem to be a large Philip Anderson of Maple, right, made a sign that reflectenough gap to justify shutting ed the feelings of many who were waiting to hear from
down state government.
their new Congressman Sean Duffy for the first time
Monday in Superior. They had messages for him too.

History lunch to look at Minnesota Commission on Public Safety
The St. Louis County Historical Society’s “Lunch With
The History People” this
month will feature a presentation on a subject that had huge
consequences for workers trying to organize in Minnesota a
century ago.
Pam Brunfelt will speak on
“The Minnesota Commission
of Public Safety in World War
I: Suppression of Free
Expression” on Thursday, June
16, from noon to 1 P.M.
The lunches are held in the
Ruth Maney Room, on the first
floor of the St. Louis County
Heritage & Arts Center (the
Depot), at 506 West Michigan
Street, Duluth. There is limited
seating (no tables), but feel free

to bring your own bag lunch.
The events are free to the public and coffee is provided.
Brunfelt’s
presentation
exposes the entrapments by the
commission from 1916 to
1919, which was presided over
by J. A. A. Burnquist. St. Louis
County’s commission was
headed by William I. Prince, a
former Duluth mayor, banker,
and Republican Party activist.
The commission’s agents
scrutinized the activities of
every group, which they perceived as antiwar or “radical,”
including miners and loggers.
They encouraged Minnesotans
to report their neighbors for
investigation. The actions of
the commission overpowered

the lives of many residents and
instilled fear in immigrants.
In their excellent book, “By
the Ore Docks, A Working
People’s History of Duluth”
Dr. Richard Hudelson and Carl
Ross addressed the commission over five pages. The
authors wrote that the commission was created as part of the
war effort and the desire for
Americanizing immigrants to

the point of not allowing them
to retain their affection and loyalty for their homelands.
Decrees limited alcohol, dance
halls, required registration of
aliens and all their property,
limited instruction in foreign
languages, and forbid them
from having firearms or explosives. Here’s an excerpt from
“By the Ore Docks”:
“Although ostensibly moti-

Labor Day Picnic help needed
The Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body’s Labor Day
Picnic Committee has started planning for the 121st observance
of the only official workers’ holiday in the United States. This
year’s event is Monday, September 5. With its location at
Bayfront Festival Park the picnic has become even more popular with thousands attending, a lot of them entire families.
Food, beverages, entertainment, and prizes are provided free
of charge so the popular end of summer picnic requires substantial donations in terms of funds and volunteers says Picnic
Committee Chair Beth Peterson. “In recent years, financial
donations have been lacking and the picnic’s existence is in jeopardy without continued support.”
Donations from unions and other labor bodies are what keeps
the picnic going. Your organization can send its donation to
Duluth Central Body, 2002 London Road, Room 110, Duluth,
MN 55812. The phone number is 218-724-1413.
If you or your organization would like to volunteer for any
aspect of the picnic contact Beth Peterson at 726-4775.

This is the waterfront pass for Frank Runca, a laborer on
the Clarkson Coal Dock in Duluth. Fearful that disloyal
aliens would sabotage the docks, the local public safety
commission placed armed guards around the docks and
issued passes for men who worked there. Courtesy Iron
Range Historical Society via Dr. Richard Hudelson.

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, June 14, 2011, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566

ASBESTOSIS

3-Bedrm SXS Duplex
Off street parking
Washer/dryer, available
Aug. 1, $825 + Utilities,
2 miles from UMD
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Ironworker Retirees
Monthly Breakfast
Thursday, June 16
9:00 a.m.
Duluth Grill

~FOR RENT~
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vated by concerns about the
wartime loyalty of aliens and
others, these various measures
were also aimed at suppressing
the labor movement in
Minnesota. In general, the
commission served the interests of elements within
Minnesota’s corporate world
that favored an active antiunion agenda...On the whole,
the antilabor agenda of the
commission appears to have
outweighed its official purpose
of mobilizing Minnesota for
the war effort.”
Spies were everywhere to
curtail union organizing, especially by the Industrial Workers
of the World, which was
harassed because of its antiwar stance. It still survives.
Brunfelt earned her M. A. in
History from Minnesota State
University - Mankato and
teaches American History and
Political Science at Vermilion
Community College in Ely,
Minnesota.
She was the
archivist of Otter Tail County
Historical Society, and later
Executive Director of Crow
Wing Historical Society. Her
resume also includes publications, ongoing research and
documentaries, including the
Emmy winning Iron Range:
Minnesota Building America.

728-4148
Treat Yourself

PAUL & HANLEY LLP
250 EAST WISCONSIN AVE., SUITE 1800
MILWAUKEE, WI 53202
   s   
BadgerStateAsbestos.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT

Help Your Body

Full Circle Massage
in the Labor Temple

218-428-2858
www.fullcircleduluth.net
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Woody Guthrie featured Labor Movie Night
This month’s Labor Movie
Night on Thursday, June 23
will feature Peter Frumkin’s
documentary “Ain't Got No
Home” about Woody Guthrie.
Frumkin’s work features
archival footage of the prounion rabble-rouser along with
interviews with devotees such
as Pete Seeger and Bruce
Springsteen, newly discovered
radio recordings, and original
Guthrie artwork to paint a fascinating portrait of the
Depression-era artist who gave
voice to Americans’ suffering.
While working on the 2006
documentary, a Frumkin staffer
contacted the Labor World
about Guthrie having performed in this region. As
always in a case like that the
first person to contact is Dr.
Richard Hudelson, a recently
retired University of Wisconsin-Superior faculty member.

Woody Guthrie

Hudelson’s research of old
publications for his book “By
the Ore Docks, A Working
People’s History of Duluth”
uncovered that Midwest Labor
has published an article on Oct.
3, 1941 about the Almanac
Singers appearing in the area.
The Almanac Singers
included Guthrie and Pete
Bowers, who changed his
name to Pete Seeger.
Part of the article stated
“While here they are visiting
the logging camps to sing their
songs and to get some new
ones from the timber workers.
During the week they have
appeared before Klearflax
Union, Western Paint Union,
the National Maritime Union
Hall (sic). They were on the air
over WEBC Wednesday
evening before going to visit
Mead’s Timber Camps at
Hovland and will be heard
again on WEBC Saturday
evening.”
WEBC is still on the air as
560 AM.
Guthrie lived the hardscrabble traveling life – he preferred
hitchhiking to the trouble associated with riding the rails – he
sang about in a career of less
than 10 years cut short by
Huntington’s disease. His
songs were only part of his talents but they are the legacy
revered by folk music fans and
great songwriters decades later.
Guthrie’s “This Land Is

Your Land” is considered the
left’s national anthem.
He had close ties with the
Communist Party, USA, but
whether he was a member or
not is up for debate. Many of
his friends were. It was no big
deal until Wisconsin Senator
Joe McCarthy started looking
for trouble.
Guthrie was born in Okemah, Oklahoma, on July 14,
1912. His personal life was
rather a tragic mess. He married three times and had at least
eight children.
He entered the hospital for
the final time at age 42 in 1954
and died on October 3, 1967
while at Creedmoor State
Hospital in Queens, New York.
Bob Dylan was one of many
who made a pilgrimage to see
Guthrie before he passed on.
His ashes were sprinkled in the
water off Coney Island.
www.woodyguthrie.org will
tell you his story.
LMN is always insightful as
the engaged crowd has their
own thoughts to share in postfilm discussion.
Labor Movie Night is
Thursday, June 23, 6:00 p.m. in
Wellstone Hall of the Duluth
Labor Temple, 2002 London
Road (enter via lowest level,
facing Lake Superior on South
St.). It is free and open to the
public. Refreshments and child
care are available.

Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.
- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.

CASCINO VAUGHAN
LAW OFFICES

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

Pinetree Plaza

(414)226--0241

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

or
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© Copyright 1956 (renewed), 1958 (renewed), 1970 and 1972 Ludlow Music, Inc.

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203

(800)783--0081

This land is your land This land is my land
From California to the New York island;
From the red wood forest to the Gulf Stream waters
This land was made for you and Me.
As I was walking that ribbon of highway,
I saw above me that endless skyway:
I saw below me that golden valley:
This land was made for you and me.
I've roamed and rambled and I followed my footsteps
To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts;
And all around me a voice was sounding:
This land was made for you and me.
When the sun came shining, and I was strolling,
And the wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling,
As the fog was lifting a voice was chanting:
This land was made for you and me.
As I went walking I saw a sign there
And on the sign it said "No Trespassing."
But on the other side it didn't say nothing,
That side was made for you and me.
In the shadow of the steeple I saw my people,
By the relief office I seen my people;
As they stood there hungry, I stood there asking
Is this land made for you and me?
Nobody living can ever stop me,
As I go walking that freedom highway;
Nobody living can ever make me turn back
This land was made for you and me.

It’s Better...Keep It Local!

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER

Michael P. Cascino, Esq.

This
Land Is Your Land
Words and Music by Woody Guthrie

Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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Walker’s budget bill blocked again by Dane County Judge Sumi...from page 1
legislature made an idiot of
itself by violating the state’s
Open Meetings Law in passing
Walker’s measure.
National union leaders
hailed the judge’s ruling, with
few comments on the following steps, including an appeal
to the state supreme court and
any possible attempt to rush
through a replacement antiworker law before scheduled
July 12 recall elections of up to

nine state senators, including
six Republicans. The GOP
holds the Wisconsin Senate 1914.
Sumi’s was a pragmatic
reading of basic statutes that
focused on whether the clear
violation of the open meeting
law happened blatantly and
was enough to undo the sudden
passage of the bill last March.
It was, she ruled, turning her
temporary injunction into a

permanent one blocking the
implementation of the law but
leaving the legislature free, as
it had always been, for a doover, legally, if it has the votes.
Sumi’s reasoning emphasized basic judicial courage:
When two laws appear in conflict, the courts must decide,
and that is particularly important when the case involves
controversial matters.
She also took state GOP
officials, including the attorney
general, to the woodshed for
WASHINGTON (PAI)—The labor movement’s giant inflat- “the flawed reasoning” of the
able rat is legal, even at demonstrations in front of secondary GOP majority’s defense and
employers, the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) ruled pointed out many essential vioon May 26.
In a case involving Sheet Metal Workers Local 15 and
Brandon Regional Medical Center – which hired below-wage
non-union temps to build its addition years ago – the board voted
3-1 that use of the rat on a flatbed truck parked in public more
than 100 feet from the hospital entrances, is kosher. So is leafletting of passing patients.
When the case first came up, the board ruled in 2006 that
other parts of the union’s demonstration – including a skeleton
and a coffin – were illegal. The case wound up in court and the
D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals first ruled the funeral was legal. It
later said the rat is, too and sent the case back down to the NLRB
to finish the job.
“The determinative question as to whether union activity at a
secondary site violates” labor law “is whether it constitutes
intimidation or persuasion. Union protest activity that is merely
persuasive is lawful even when the object of the activity is to
induce the secondary to cease doing business with a primary
employer,” in this case the contractor that brought in the temp
workers to help build the hospital addition.
“Protest whose impact on a secondary employer owes more
to intimidation than persuasion” is not lawful, the board warned.
The rat, it said, is not intimidating.
The Rat made an appearance on the Lakewalk below
the Labor Temple in July
Craig Olson was elected to the Lake Country Power Board of 2007 when non-union Staab
Directors following a mail-in ballot election. In his first run Const. of Marshfield, WI
Olson defeated incumbent Board Chairman Dick Wallin by 661 was awarded a $4.4 million
to 358.
City of Duluth sanitary overLCP management and the board had threatened to lay-off flow tank project. A few
63% of their IBEW Local 31 workforce if the union didn’t give months later after a two-year
up concessions, which prompted Olson to run. Recent high campaign
the
Duluth
winds found some 4,000 LCP customer/members without Building & Construction
power, some for days, which would have been much worse if the Trades Council secured a
lay-offs would have occurred.
Project Labor Agreement
Two other board races were uncontested.
with the city with the Staabs
project their prime example
of why PLAs are needed.
Dan Olson was re-elected as Business Manager/Financial Dan Olson of Laborers 1091
Secretary Treasurer of Laborers Local 1091 in a union election and Mike Syversrud of
held June 2nd. He defeated Mark A. Maki 112 to 80 for another Cement Masons 633 were
3-year term. Many of the six contested races had close results. keeping the rat company.

NLRB says the rat is legal

Craig Olson wins LCP seat

Dan Olson re-elected

lations that prevented constitutionally required sunshine.
Sumi noted how a hasty private
meeting, complete with quorum and discussions before the
bill was passed, was yet more
evidence of how an “evasion of
law” was the intent.
“The legislature and its
committees are bound to comply with the open meetings law
by their own choice…They
cannot now shield themselves
from the provisions that give
the law force and effect,” the
judge wrote.
There’s been a lot of GOP
dancing and ducking to justify
their behavior, noted Chris
Ahmuty, executive director of
the Wisconsin ACLU, evaluating her ruling. “But whatever
happens now, the GOP majority cannot hide from the simple
fact that they broke the law,” he
said. One corporate lawyer
added, “Whatever the political
consequence, it was a mainstream call.”
Sumi’s ruling – and
Walker’s law – are headed for
the state Supreme Court and
attorneys said she aimed her
decision right at it, to remind
the judges of the importance of
the open meetings statute, by
quoting the conservative
judges on the tribunal.
But the decision was also

Midwest School for Women
Workers July 28-31 Detroit
DETROIT - This year’s Midwest School for Women Workers
meets July 28-31 at Wayne State University in Detroit. The
theme is “Women Stepping Up & Standing Strong: Midwest
Strategies For Protecting the Heartland.”
The annual summer conference is sponsored by the United
Association of Labor Education and hosted this year by Wayne
State University’s Labor Studies Center and Labor@Wayne.
The Midwest School for Women Workers is a special educational event designed for working women, rank-and-file union
members, activists, union staff and officers to share experiences,
learn new skills and give one another support.
The 2011 Midwest School will provide various educational
workshops that develop leadership skills and educate workers on
the world of work and labor. Attendees will share their experiences and arrive at new strategies and ideas that focus on
improving workplaces, unions, families and communities.
For information, brochures, or scholarship applications email
ghamilton@wayne.edu.

We
low rates.
fast approvals.
no hassle
lending.

free hat with a
recreational loan

218-729-7733 • Hermantownfcu.org
Member eligibility required. Member NCUA.
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the forceful reminder pointed
out by Wisconsin State AFLCIO Secretary-Treasurer Stephanie Bloomingdale: “This is
a democracy, not a dictatorship, and Judge Sumi’s decision makes it final that the
union busting bill was passed
illegally and will not stand.”
Politically, union leaders
also said Walker’s frontal
attack on union rights could
have the same impact on coming elections as another overreach by another Wisconsin
Republican: House Budget
Committee Chairman Paul
Ryan’s plan to turn Medicare
into a voucher system. The
GOP is running away from
that, and it lost a safe New York
congressional seat on May 24
because of it.
Meanwhile, even conservative communities in Wisconsin
are scrambling to make deals
with their local union workers
because they figure they can do
better without Walker’s unionstripping law than with it.
A similar situation is occurring in Massachusetts, where
communities and local unions
are racing to rework health care
in union contracts before the
legislature there approves a
proposal to yank collective bargaining on that issue.

have

Moved!

Your Community Services Program has
moved but still offers great help from
the Ordean Building, 424 West Superior
Street, Suite 402, Duluth, MN 55802.
Call us at (218) 726-4775 , or email
bpeterson@unitedwayduluth.org.

Confidential Assistance
for Our Union Families

Beth Peterson, Director
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Duffy brings town hall meeting to Superior...from page 1
Well, he said he could go on
and on but time was short so he
was interested in a question
and answer period. The first
questioner said he had evidently been lying in his campaign
because he said he wouldn’t
vote against the health care
reform law unless there was
one to replace it.
“But as soon as you got to
Washington, you voted against
it, so you must be lying, which
makes you difficult to trust,”
the woman said.
Duffy said the pre-existing
part of the plan was good but
he didn’t agree with President
Obama’s health care proposal
as he called it.
“If we repeal Obama’s
health care we should replace
it,” Duffy said. “We didn’t
replace it in the spring, which
has me concerned, if we don’t
by fall, I’ll submit my own
plan. Republicans had plenty

Scott Murphy, Painters &
Allied Trades Local 106, has
been painting a 24 foot high
mural of book bindings at
the Main Library. Check out
his fine work and see if you
agree with the selections.
Hey, where’s “One Hundred
Years of Solitude?”

of time to come up with one,
but they didn’t. Obama did.”
Social Security he said is
“very fixable” but he is not in
favor of raising the cap on payroll taxes for it. That caused a
woman to ask if he couldn’t
vote to raise taxes because he
had signed Grover Norquist’s
contract, which would also not
allow votes to cut oil company
subsidies. He didn’t answer.
Duffy said corporate taxes
have sent our jobs overseas and
we need to reduce them from
35% to 25% and “get rid of
loopholes, nooks and crannies
of corporate welfare and crony
capitalism.” Like Cravaack he
blamed powerful lobbyists and
attorneys. Duffy said if K-Mart
is struggling it can’t raise more
revenue by raising prices. If it
did it would lose out to WalMart and Target. It’s the same
for corporate taxes he said. If

America acts like K-Mart in his
scenario it loses to China and
Vietnam.
Being in a senior center
Medicare and Social Security
topped the agenda and Duffy
played it well.
“Anyone
on
Social
Security?” he asked. Anyone
mad Social Security Trust Fund
money is being replaced he
said to engage the crowd.
He said Medicare will be
broke in 10 or 12 years and
Obama’s plan of lower reimbursements and an Independent Payment Advisory Board
of 15 bureaucrats won’t help.
Rep. Paul Ryan’s House plan
of exchanges scaled on earnings is the ticket he said.
Choice and competition will
lower costs.
A mini-curfuffle ensured
over whether anyone other than
Duffy’s constituents should be

May unemployment up 9.1%
WASHINGTON (PAI)—The nation’s unemployment rate
edged up by 0.1% in May, to 9.1%, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics said. A separate survey said private employers claimed
to create 83,000 new jobs last month, but that was partially offset by state and local governments abolishing 29,000 jobs.
Some analysts say job creation was so low due to a combination of high gasoline prices, which diverted money that otherwise might be used to create jobs, and the aftereffects of the
Japanese earthquake and tsunami, which cut the flow of key
parts.
But businesses are still sitting on almost $2 trillion in cash,
refusing to use it to create jobs, others point out.
The bad numbers appeared throughout the BLS report:
* Unemployment rose by 167,000 in May, to 13.91 million,
and that’s on top of an increase of 202,000 the month before.
And 6.2 million of the jobless workers – 45.1% -- have been
unemployed at least 27 weeks, even as some states, citing their
finances but really swayed by anti-worker GOP ideology, cut
jobless benefits back below 20 weeks
The number of jobless and the jobless rate are far above the
levels – 4% unemployment and 5.96 million jobless -- inherited
by former GOP President George W. Bush from Democrat Bill
Clinton in January 2001.
But the Bush-big business policies produced two crashes.
The rate and number was never that low again. By the time Bush
left the office to Democrat Barack Obama, the jobless rate was
rising above 8% on its way to a high just over 10%.
* Factories resumed their decade-long job shrinkage, much of
it caused by subsidized foreign imports. They lost 5,000 jobs in
May and are down to 11.694 million. There are 1.453 million
jobless factory workers. The unemployment rate there is 9.6%
* Construction, in what is supposed to be the height of the
construction season, suffered from the lack of new home starts
and the state and local government cuts. It gained only 2,000
jobs and the jobless rate among construction workers is 16.3%.
There are 1.367 million jobless construction workers.
* Combined, the number of unemployed, underemployed,
and those so discouraged they have stopped seeking work is one
of every six people in the labor force (15.8%). The Machinists
say the true number is much higher – almost double.
* Service industries claimed they added 80,000 jobs in May,
but one-third – 27,200 – were in low-paying occupations: Health
care and social assistance.
A McDonald’s hiring frenzy before summer may have
accounted for almost half the jobs created in the U.S. in May,
according to numbers reported by MarketWatch’s Steve
Goldstein.
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allowed to speak. Outsiders
weren’t allowed even if they
worked in Wisconsin. There
was definitely a feeling in the
room that outside agitators had
infiltrated the state again as
they’d done in Madison, but
the questioners were virtually
all from Wisconsin even
though they didn’t produce
photo IDs.
Philip Anderson of Maple
reminded Duffy that Medicare
was created because private
insurance companies couldn’t
make a profit on old, sick people so they ignored them. The
only reason they’re getting
involved now is that they do so
without risk, which the federal
government carries he said.
Anderson used the word
“vouchers” which offended
Duffy as an attempt at scare
tactics. Duffy tried to contend
that Medicare hasn’t worked
well for seniors. Anderson said
Medicare has actually worked
well for seniors. Duffy said he
agreed with him, just as he
hoped would happen at the outset of the meeting – that people
of differing viewpoints could
come together.
Another UWS professor,

BILL THOMPSON

Divorce • Child Custody
Child Support • Parenting Time

625.1847

but luckily a Superior resident,
said health care needs to be
considered a right. He was
shouted down with a “NO!” by
the crowd, to which Duffy
answered, “I believe in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” without a Bush smirk.
Under the best of circumstances Ryan’s plan will take
30 years to balance the budget
Duffy said. Someone in the
crowd shouted, “It took Bill
Clinton only to 1995 but
Republicans gave it away to
the rich!” To which Duffy
replied “Competition will drive
costs down.”
Duffy praised himself as
Cravaack had done for holding
a town hall meeting which
never
happened
under
Democrats he said.

Education MN

Member Discounts!
Wade Smith
(218) 724-4507

ANDY PIERCE

Felonies • DUI/DWI
Misdemeanors • OFPs/HROs

625.1846
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Raise the Social Security cap
He walked in senatorially
late in a Rudy Boschwitz plaid
jacket, befitting a plywood
salesman or lumberjack from
Ashland. At the Senior Center
in Superior Monday Rep. Sean
Duffy held his first townhall
meeting with constituents in a
room of close to 150 people.
His late arrival meant the meeting would be shorter than they
wanted, but the seniors had to
eat lunch Duffy said.
His presentation was much
shorter than Rep. Chip Cravaack’s (MN-8) inaugural constituent visit in the northland
was May 17 in Mt. Iron but the
freshman congressmen had
both been properly prepped to
give the same presentation.
Cravaack had a rule about
no sign waving demonstrators,
even outside, but Duffy was
greeted by over two dozen protesters on the street, none
inside, of course. We want
civility now that tea partiers
aren’t harassing Democrat’s
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town hall meetings don’t we?
Most of the signs outside were
of the “Keep your hands off our
Medicare” type.
Most of the protesters went
in for the meeting. Not former
state assemblyman Frank
Boyle. “I’m strictly a street
guy,” he said. “I’m not going to
any more meetings and listening to rhetoric. Just leave
Medicare alone.”
Joel Sipress, a UWS professor, cautioned those on the
street that Duffy had voted to
end the dedicated Medicare
benefit for a voucher system
and would tell everyone the
deficit required it. “But it will
actually cost more,” Sipress
said. He didn’t get a chance to
speak inside. Though he has
worked in Superior for decades
he was an outsider inside
where conservative supporters
of Duffy outnumbered those in
opposition to him by 3 to 1. In
Mt. Iron it was just the opposite. That’s why so many conservatives got elected in
Wisconsin. Most of the questions in Superior, and good
ones they were, came from the
minority. It wasn’t quite the
chaos of Mt. Iron but it was
close.
Outside horn honkers in
support of the anti-Duffy pickets easily outnumbered the others. But a JW Hauling dump
truck driver stopped and
blocked the street wondering if
the protesters were socialists.
They’re everywhere you know.
He wanted to know why those
The non-profit Labor World, Inc.
is the official publication of the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor
Body. It is an educational, advocacy newspaper for workers and
unions. The views and opinions
submitted and expressed in the
Labor World do not necessarily
reflect the views of the paper, its
Board of Directors or staff, the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor
Body, its affiliated unions, their
officers, or staff.

people weren’t at work. Lots of
them were retired, and unemployment is high isn’t it?
Among the retirees and
those close to retirement there
was no joy over Rep. Ryan’s
plan to keep Medicare as is for
anyone over 55. They recognize a divide and conquer ploy.
“We want the same for our
kids and grandkids, seniors
aren’t selfish,” one said. “We
may be senile but we can figure
it out,” another said. The mood
was better out on the street.

This Day In History
from

www.workdayminnesota.org

June 8, 1809 - Thomas Paine
died in New York City. The
author of the essay Common
Sense had inspired working
people around the world in
their drives for independence. To read Common
Sense, go to http://www.
ushistory.org/Paine/common
sense/index.htm
June 8, 1929 - Franklin D.
Roosevelt, in an address
before the N.Y. Women’s
Trade Union League, said,
“Employers and employees
alike have learned that in
union there is strength, that a
coordination of individual
effort means an elimination
of waste, a bettering of living
conditions, and is, in fact, the
father of prosperity.” At the
time, Roosevelt was governor
of New York. In 1932, he was
elected president and reelected three more times.
June 8, 1996 - The Labor
Party founding convention
was held in Cleveland, Ohio.
It is the most recent effort
by workers to form their
own political movement.
Most countries, other than
the United States, have large
and active labor political parties. Read more about the
Labor Party at www. the
laborparty.org/a_index.html

Editor:
Currently, there is an upper limit, or cap, on the amount of
earnings taxed for Social Security contributions. That limit is
$106,800 for this year. That means that even if a person has earnings of several hundreds of thousands of dollars, or even millions, that person contributes no more in total to the Social
Security Trust Fund than a person earning $106,800. Since it is
a flat rate and ends at a certain value, this payroll tax is regressive. (The benefit calculation also is limited by this cap.)
In recent years, more than one-sixth of all earned income was
above this limit and was exempted from paying a percentage to
the Social Security Trust Fund and receiving an additional benefit from it. Because of increasing income disparity, this fraction
of exempted income continues to increase, and the anomaly
becomes more acute. And the prospect of future shortfalls in
Social Security funds is greater.
In a September 26 paper for Congressional Re3search
Services – Social Security: Raising or Eliminating the Taxable
Earnings Base – Janemarie Mulvey, a specialist in aging and
income security, demonstrates that if Social Security would
cover all earnings and pay higher benefits on those earnings, “95
(percent) of the projected shortfall in the Social Security program would be eliminated.” To achieve full solvency for the full
75-year projection period, it would only be necessary to raise the
total payroll tax rate by an additional 0.1 percent from 12.4 to
12.5 percent, or do some other slight change to cover the remaining shortfall. Her research was based on Social Security
Administration data and projections.
We can avoid any short-term shortfall and continue Social
Security benefits for another 75 years and beyond by ending this
payroll tax break on high income earnings. Why are we waiting.
Gerald Small, retired NALC Branch 114, Superior

Wisconsin decision appreciated

Editor:
I don’t live in Wisconsin, never have, and I don’t work there,
tet a Dane County Circuit Judge decided May 26 to uphold one
of the most important rulings in recent times concerning union
busting. This ruling will affect every state in our America.
I am proud to be a Union member and to have been able to
collectively bargain for the wages and benefits that I have
received over the last 40 years. I am more proud though of the
logic used by that Judge in making the ruling to throw out the bill
that would have eliminated our right to bargain for our livelihood. I believe that Judge understands the need for this type of
negotiations and how that makes our country stronger. For the
ruling to come so close to Memorial Day, a day when we honor
those who have given their ALL in war for us, I find this humbling to say the least.
Union members who have fought & died for these bargaining
rights through the years shall not be forgotten either. We owe a
lot to those who fought before us as we now fight for those who
follow, and they will soon enough know why as they enter the
greatest workforce in the world. To be able to bargain across a
table with others and to mutually agree on an outcome is priceless. I live a style of life which is not frivolous but fulfilling, not
wasteful but gratifying, not greedy but resourceful, and that’s the
kind of life many a union member lives and loves.
Our Union ‘wants & needs’ may to some seem like many, but
they are making a better life for our families through the honest,
hardworking jobs we do to ensure America is a better place for
those to come. Our families depend upon us for this leadership,
for being a good family provider and for the good, clean, hardworking life we live.
I was taught the difference between right and wrong when I
was a child. These values I worked to instill in my children as
they grew. I’ve tried to show them the worth of a dollar and the
sweat used to get that dollar through good honest effort. I am
glad to know that the Judge who ruled on this case also had these
values instilled in her. How do I know this? Just look around you
and see what we have done as middle class America. I know this
Dane County Circuit Judge did, I believe she looked hard & long
before making this monumental decision! Let’s hope it stands.
Now may we just continue with building a greater America?
R James Syria, AFSCME Local 695
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Online labor news channel launched
Labor's first online news
channel released its first newscast June 2nd, telling the stories of workers in California,
Wisconsin, and other states
where unions and middle class
families are fighting to protect
the middle class.
Dozens of states are facing
major budget battles and
employees are being targeted
to fix the revenue problems. On
the
National
Workforce
Network, you’ll see what
SEIU-led public employees in

several states are doing and
how corporations are using a
major loophole to skip out on
paying their taxes.
One state is working to privatize medical care while sidestepping the collective bargaining process. You’ll see why
employees are banding together to force the state back to
negotiations. Plus, they show
you what many SEIU members
are doing to fight for a fair
economy - one conversation at
a time.

Eleanor Heaney will donate
car sale money to CSP, CF
Eleanor Heaney wants to donate the money from the car she
and Judge Gerald purchased new in 1996 to the Community
Services Program and the Citizen’s Federation.
“Eleanor wanted the sale of the car to benefit our Community
Services Program, which helps so many of our members,” said
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body President Dan O’Neill.
“In order to do that you have to have the proper non-profit tax
status with the IRS, which the Citizen’s Federation has.
Community Services will receive 75 percent of the sale, and the
Citizen’s Fed will get 25 percent. This is an incredibly generous
and much needed donation for those two great programs from
Eleanor. We can’t thank her enough.”
The car is a loaded 1996 Chrysler LHS with only 85,000
miles. Purchase price is $3500.
“This is a beautiful road car with leather seats and a new battery,” said O’Neill. “I wish I hadn’t just bought a vehicle or I’d
buy it.”
The car is parked behind
the Labor Temple. The keys
are with Nancy in the IBEW
Local 31 office, Room 105,
Duluth Labor Temple, 2002
London Road, 728-4248.

Anti-union Alabama law stopped

By Mark Gruenberg, PAI Staff Writer
Almost unnoticed in the uproar around Wisconsin’s ban on
collective bargaining rights, a federal judge in Alabama halted
another GOP brainstorm: Last December’s state ban on unions
with any public workers from collecting dues by payroll deduction if unions used any money at all for politics.
A May 23 temporary injunction followed a suit by the state
Fire Fighters union and four Teachers locals. It dumps a law that
departed GOP Right Wing Gov. Bob Riley pushed through the
new GOP-run legislature in what was widely viewed as a direct
attack on the Alabama Education Association (AEA).
AEA, Alabama’s biggest union and a key voice in its
Democratic Party, has filed a separate suit against the law, one of
a raft of Right Wing-GOP-business nationwide attacks designed
to destroy unions and collective bargaining, state by state.
The unions said that the law violated their free speech rights
under the U.S. Constitution’s 1st Amendment, and the judge
agreed. He barred the cities of Mobile and Jacksonville, among
others, from enforcing it.
Alabama’s law also threatened fines and jail terms for
violators. The legislature did
United Food & Commercial Workers Local 1189 has sched- not ban payroll deductions for
uled two labor actions for area activists to get involved in. anything else.
They’ll hold rallies in solidarity with workers at a New York
Target and charter a bus to go to Wisconsin state Senate District
10 with the recall of a Republican state senator.
On Friday, June 17, there will actually be two rallies in
Duluth in solidarity with UFCW Local 1500 and Target employees as they move down the path to organizing the first Target in
More than 100 nurses from
the United States.
the Minnesota Nurses AssociaThe first rally will take place at noon on the steps of City tion joined hundreds of nurses
Hall. The second rally will be at 5pm at the Duluth Target store from 31 other states and hit the
just past the mall on Highway 53.
streets and halls of WashingThe next day, Saturday, June 18, UFCW 1189 will be sending ton, D.C. Monday and Tuesday
a group of people from Duluth and Superior to Wisconsin Senate (June 5-6), with much of the
District 10 to assist with the recall election campaign. The bus activity being broadcast live
will be leaving the Duluth Labor Temple, 2002 London Road at online via MNA TV.
8:00 a.m. and the Superior Public Library at 8:30 a.m. and
You can watch online at
returning not too late that Saturday evening.
http://www.NurseTV.org.
If you would like to take the bus trip contact Union
In
addition,
MNA’s
Representative Tamara Jones at (218) 728-5174 or 1-800-942- Facebook
page
at
3546.
Facebook.com/MinnesotaNurs
es) will contain updates, photos
& videos from Washington,
D.C.
Learn more about the
National Workforce Network
(NWN) News at http://nationalworkforcenetwork.tv/
The National Workforce
Network is labor's first online
news channel covering North
America's middle class. The
mission of NWN is to connect
middle class families and individuals, labor organizations
and their allies. The goal is to
inspire viewers to become
more active and involved in the
issues that matter to their families and their jobs.

UFCW 1189 has two actions
in the works for activists

NurseTV has
live broadcasts
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torms, high winds, falling trees and accidents can cause
downed power lines. These lines can be fatal or cause lifethreatening injuries if you come in contact with them. Do not go
near them. Do not drive over them in a vehicle. Do not attempt
to move trees, equipment or vehicles that have come in contact
with these downed lines.
The only safe course of action is to call 911.
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IAFF join SMWIA in ending political donations to federal candidates

Jennifer Julsrud attended
the May 12 Duluth Central
Body meeting to announce
she is running for the City
Council District 1 seat currently held by Todd Fedora.
Sharla Gardner and Jackie
Halberg also attended to
announce they’ll run this fall
as will Emily Larson as an
at-large candidate. The
Central Body will screen
council candidates at its July
14 meeting, two days after
filing closes.
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efforts on the states,”
Schaitberger said.
“Now more than ever, as
our adversaries speak and act
with a concerted, focused message, we need our friends to
respond with similar strength
and leadership to beat back the
multi-faceted, well-organized
assaults the right has launched
at us – funded by anti-labor
extremists. While we are fighting for our very survival, our
friends aren’t doing enough to
fight back – they don’t have
our backs,” Schaitberger said.
The Republican-run House
Appropriations
Committee
plans to slash federal grants for
Fire Fighter safety and emergency responder training,
including terrorists, from $800
million to $350 million.
IAFF’s decision followed in
the footsteps of the Sheet Metal
Workers. The difference is that
IAFF will concentrate on funding state and local races.
SMWIA decided to concentrate its political funds on
issues, such as health care and
the Employee Free Choice Act.
One IAFF aide asked, after
AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka’s recent comments on
changes in labor’s political giving, “Does that mean the
Republicans who defied their
leadership in Florida?” referring to state lawmakers who
opposed anti-union GOP bills.
SMWIA’s and IAFF’s decisions also are in line with
recent comments by Trumka
and AFSCME President Gerald
McEntee, chair of the federation’s political committee.
Challenged after his speech
about whether labor would
walk away from Democrats
who do not consistently support workers, Trumka shot
back: “Ask Blanche Lincoln.”
The former Arkansas Democratic senator almost lost her
2010 primary to Democratic
Lt. Gov. Bill Halter. Labor –
which is very small in
Arkansas – strongly supported
Halter due to Lincoln’s antiworker votes and opposition to
the Employee Free Choice Act.
Lincoln barely won the runoff.
She then got clobbered by
Republican John Boozman in
the red state in November.
McEntee told his union’s
legislative conference earlier
this year that Sen. Claire
McCaskill, D-Mo., who faces a
tough re-election race next
year, irked AFSCME by coauthoring legislation – with a
Tennessee Republican – to cap
federal spending at 20.6% of

gross domestic product. That
could hamper vital services.
If other unions follow the
lead of IAFF and SMWIA –
and Trumka warned that politicians who stay neutral in the
national Right Wing campaign
would lose support–the impact
on giving to Democratic congressional candidates would be
substantial.
Data compiled by the
Center for Responsive Politics
showed nine union campaign
finance committees, including
those of IAFF and AFSCME,

were among the top 20 donors
to congressional candidates in
2009-2010.
Overall, union
campaign finance committees
sent more than 90% of their
dollars to Democrats.
IAFF’s FIREPAC – which,
like other committees, depends
on voluntary contributions -was 9th in the list, with $2.34
million in the last campaign
cycle, the center reported. And
82% went to congressional
Democrats. AFSCME’s campaign finance committee was
13th, with $2.314 million, and

99% of that went to Democrats.
Other campaign finance
committees in the top 20:
IBEW #5- $2.993 million
AFT #11- $2.332 million
Teamsters 12- $2.329 million
Carpenters 14-$2.176 million
Laborers #15- $2.12 million
All donated to Democratic
candidates by at least 8-to-1
margins. Another dissatisfied
union, the Machinists, finished
just out of the top 20, with
$2.007 million, and it backed
Democratic congressional candidates by a 98%-2% margin.

According to Patty Murto,
Program Coordinator, here's why:

“ We provide 1500 clients throughout

Northeastern Minnesota with volunteer attorneys.
Every year we recognize the local law firm that gives the
most free assistance to this low income community.
For three of the past five years, Falsani, Balmer,
Peterson, Quinn & Beyer has received the award.

“

By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON—The Fire
Fighters, long known for their
bipartisan impact on Capitol
Hill, have become the second
big union to decide their campaign finance committee will
no longer give money to federal candidates, for now. The
Sheet Metal Workers were the
first. IAFF may not be the last.
The decision was made
because state fights, in Wisconsin and elsewhere, have moved
to the forefront of the union’s
political agenda, IAFF President Harold Schaitberger said.
“We know we have legislative fights, ballot measures and
re-call elections that will
require us to be on the offensive at the state and local level
through this fall. I expect this
strategic decision to focus our
resources on state and local
efforts to last as long as the
political and legislative fights
in the states continue,” he said.
The union has been active in
fighting anti-worker legislation
in Wisconsin, Ohio, Florida,
Oklahoma, Michigan, Nebraska, Alabama, Tennessee and
New Hampshire.
“The attacks launched at
our members since the
November 2010 elections have
changed
the
landscape.
Extreme Right-Wing conservative and so-called Tea Party
politicians are coming after
Fire Fighters, paramedics and
all public workers with a
vengeance across the United
States, so it’s time to focus our
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