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Trumpcare DOA, Obamacare lives on

President Donald Trump
and Republican Speaker of the
House Paul Ryan were humiliated Friday when their
America’s Health Care Act
(AHCA), Trumpcare, if you
will, couldn’t muster enough
votes for them to even bring it
to the House floor for consideration. Efforts to bring it to the
VOL. 123 floor had been postponed earliWEDNESDAY
MARCH 29, 2017
NO. 18 er in the week as support was
not there for it, in spite of
Trump’s deal-making expertise.
For seven years Republicans have tried, somewhere
close to 60 times, to end former
Democratic President Barack
Obama’s Affordable Care Act,
Obamacare, as many call it. It
is still the law of the land
Republicans’ efforts at
repealing Obamacare have not
sat well with a majority of
Americans who know the great
improvements the ACA has
brought to delivery of health
care. As Trump lobbied to get
his idea of a healthcare system
ready for a vote, massive opposition grew nationwide.
In the wake of a
Passing under the Aerial Bridge about 7:40 a.m. March 22, Congressional Budget Office
the 858 foot Roger Blough opened the shipping season. It analysis that calculated that 24
left empty to pick up taconite in Two Harbors.

An Injury to One is an Injury to All!

Shipping season opens, puts many to work
About 225,000 workers,
most of them union members.
around the Great Lakes are
back to earning good pay
checks as the commercial shipping season opened in the Twin
Ports March 22.
About 400 members of
USW Local 5000 sail as Great
Lakes Seamen. Also aboard are
members of the Masters,
Mates, and Pilots, the marine
affiliate of the International
Longshoremen’s Association.
The ILA, Operating Engineers,
Teamsters, many more USA,
Electricians, Machinists, over a
dozen railroad workers’ unions
and numerous other unions
work the water and waterfronts
on the Great Lakes.
Executive Director of the
Duluth Port Authority Vanta
Coda said last July that the

Duluth/Superior ports create
1,200 jobs that pay 10 percent
over the median salary. These
ports account for 11,000 other
jobs that generate $546 million
in wages he said.
There is little ice on the
Lakes this spring, which will
allow for great early shipping.
That’s good news for the Twin
Ports which are the farthest
inland ports on the St. Lawrence Seaway system. This
western end of the Seaway is
very dependent on the Soo
Locks in Sault Saint Marie,
Michigan. They were opened
at 12:01 a.m. last Saturday and
the first vessels through were
expected here Sunday.
The first ocean going salties
generally arrive here in the second week of April.
Boat watching is a great
activity for many area residents
and peaks during the tourist
season when many landlocked
folks from around the Midwest
revel in seeing the huge boats
and ships. The Duluth ship
canal affords an opportunity to
get very close to them.
Dozens of boat watchers
were on hand March 22 with
cameras when the Roger
Blough started the shipping
season here just after 7 a.m. on
a chilly morning passing under
the iconic Aerial Lift Bridge. It

left empty to pick up iron ore
pellets at the CN docks in Two
Harbors, MN. It was expected
to be the lead ship downbound,
as she was in 2016, to steel
mills on the Lower Lakes with
ore mined and processed into
taconite on Minnesota’s Iron
Range by Steelworkers.
There are many ways to
keep track of boat activity here
but remember that all vessel
departure/arrival times are estimates and subject to change
without notice.
www.duluthboats.com is an
excellent website for arrivals,
departures, and facts on vessels. Watch real-time transits at
www.marinetraffic.com
or
http://ais.boatnerd.com.
http://www.duluthport.com
is the website of the Duluth
Seaway Port Authority that
serves Duluth and Superior.
You will find an unbelievable
amount of information there on
the 35 million short tons of
cargo handled here each year.
This port’s principal outbound cargoes are iron ore
(40%), coal (40%), grain (510%). Primary inbound cargoes coming here are limestone, cement, salt and energyrelated project cargo.
Annually an average of
nearly 900 vessels visit the
Twin Ports.

million out of the 28 million
people who gained health care
under the ACA would lose it
under the GOP legislation, 250
people from Illinois and
Wisconsin braved a blizzard
and bitter temperatures outside
Speaker Paul Ryan’s Lacrosse,
WI office March 14 to demand
he drop his ruthless health care
repeal plan.
But millions of emails, petitions, phone calls, and public
demonstrations would not have
mattered to Trump and Ryan.
In the end they were defeated
by the far right Freedom
Caucus in their own party and
Republican moderates who
would not buy into their idea of
a health care plan.
Among aspects of their plan
that found so much opposition
from Obamacare supporters
were:
• 24 million Americans
would have lost their healthcare
• Cuts to Medicaid, which
serves seniors, the poor, and
people with disabilities, of
$880 billion; and, inexplicably
for a health plan it would have:
• Given a $600 billion tax
break mostly to the wealthy
and health care corporations.
The AFL-CIO said that
under Trumpcare about 7 million people would lose employer-based health care coverage
by 2026.
National Nurses United
Executive Director RoseAnn
DeMoro called the Republican
legislation “a house of horrors,” adding “Halloween is
coming early” for worker fears.
Others also saw a huge loss
of health care jobs in the plan.
“There will be up to 1 million jobs lost in health care
alone,” if the GOP’s “America’s Health Care Act,” replaces
the ACA, Cori Gambini, a registered nurse and president of
CWA Local 1168 in Amherst,
N.Y said.
In campaigning against
“government mandated health
care,” the one tax the GOP
AHCA retained is the “Cadillac
tax” on health care plans that
are allegedly high-value,
because they cost the most.
The Cadillac tax, which is in
the ACA – although it was
postponed to 2020 after union
lobbying last year – would hit
union health care plans the
hardest, as well as plans that
serve some of the sickest people.
Many Republicans appeared to be fearful that the disastrous AHCA would turn voters
against them and hand

Congress back to Democrats in
next year’s elections. That fear
was reinforced by election
wonks.
Some feel that the repeal of
Obamacare may be dead for
this year in Congress, but
President Trump does not take
defeat, especially such a stunning defeat, lightly. As
Congress goes about working
on tax reform, immigration
reform, and turning back
decades of progress for the
American people, you can be
assured that Trump is working
on a tweak of his idea for a
health care plan. He was very
loud on the campaign trail
about crushing Obamacare
when he was elected.
Congressman Rick Nolan
said there was nothing in
Trump’s bill to like and that’s
why Republicans couldn’t even
rally their own party around it.
“Now Trump needs to make
good on his promise to cover
every single American with
good, affordable, accessible
health care, and fix what needs
fixing in the Affordable Care
Act, and get health care reform
right for the American people.
We need to get busy tacking the
battle of rising healthcare costs
– not dismantling our whole
system,” Nolan said.

IMMIGRATION
EVERYONE?
See page 6

This statue on the west side
of the DECC was erected
Dec. 11, 1976 through the
efforts of The Duluth
Building Trades Council
and others as a Bicentennial
Project. Stop by and give the
two plaques a read.

Superior voters have important election 4/4
Wisconsin voters will go to
the polls on Tuesday, April 4 in
a regularly scheduled spring
General Election. A Primary
Election was held Feb. 21 with
few contests on that ballot.
The statewide ballot April 4
has only two contests on it.
The State Superintendent of
Public Instruction race has
Wisconsin State AFL-CIOendorsed incumbent Tony
Evers being challenged by
Lowell Holtz. Wisconsin is the
only state that elects its
schools’ superintendent in a
non-partisan race. Evers, seeking his third, 4-year term has
also been endorsed by the
teachers’ union and Democrats.
His opponent favors school
choice, is anti-Common Core,
and backed by Republicans.
There will also be a contest
for a seat on the Wisconsin
Supreme Court. Incumbent
Annette Ziegler is the only can-

didate on the ballot in that race.
The ballot in Superior will
have much more action and the
Superior Federation of Labor
(SFL) has endorsed candidates
in many contests.
The big ticket is the contest
for mayor to elect a replacement for interim Mayor Bruce
Hagen, who decided to step
down last fall but remained in
the position to allow the city to
avoid a special election.
Hagen, 70, had expressed that
for professional and personal
reasons he would be seeking
early retirement.
SFL-endorsed Jim Paine
advanced from the four candidate Primary as the top vote
getter with 44 percent. He is
the vice chair of the Douglas
County Board. Paine, 35, ran
against Hagen two years ago.
Paine’s opponent is Brent
Fennessey, 34, a current city
councilor, who got 28 percent

Workers Memorial Day 4/24
Mark you calendars for Monday, April 24 for the Workers
Memorial Day Solidarity Breakfast and observance at the
Duluth Labor Temple. The free, full breakfast is served in
Freeman Hall beginning at 7:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. A tree planting and short remembrance program follows outside the building.
Superior will hold their observance on Weds., April 26 with a
similar breakfast and observance.

Labor Temple Clean-up Day
Sat., April 22 needs volunteers
There will be a Volunteer Spring Clean-up Day for the Duluth
Labor Temple grounds on Saturday, April 22. Weather permitting, of course. Refreshments will be provided.
The annual effort is important for cleaning up after winter and
comes just before the Monday, April 24 Workers Memorial Day
breakfast and observance that finds many folks and media outlets on the property.
“There will be a wide variety of projects for people of all skill
levels,” said Labor Temple Association President Stan
Paczynski. “Please bring gloves, rakes, shovels, brooms, and litter pickers, if you have them.”
Last year all the work was done by noon so everyone could
go home and take care of their personal chores.

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, April 4, 1:00 p.m.
Fall Inn, 4219 Kingston Rd.

of the vote Feb. 21.
While the Primary’s percentages between the two look
good for Paine, the actual vote
count presents a far different
picture. Paine received 1,542
votes to Fennessey got 970.
The other two candidates in the
Primary received a total of 959
votes so Paine’s margin of victory is not so great when you
also add a larger number of
voters that will vote in a
General Election.
The winner in the mayoral
contest will fill out the last two
years of Hagen’s term. Hagen
will step down when the winner is sworn in.
The Superior City Council
will have contests in even numbered “Alderperson” districts
this year.
In District 2 the SFL has
endorsed both candidates in the
race: Bryce Harp and Jenny
Van Sickle.
In District 4 Jack Sweeney
is running unopposed but is not
Labor-endorsed.
In District 6 incumbent
Graham Garfield will be
opposed. He was not screened
by the Superior Federation of
Labor, perhaps because he was
elected president of that body
this year.
In District 8 Craig
Sutherland has the SFL
endorsement as he seeks to
defeat the incumbent.
In District 10 incumbent
Esther Dalbec is running unopposed.
Four people are running for
two positions on the Superior
School Board and voters can
vote for two.
There are two Laborendorsed candidates running in
that race. All seats on the
school board are at-large.
The SFL has endorsed Mary
Smith-Johnson (see story on
Smith-Johnson on page f4) and
Laura Gapske for school board.
In-person absentee voting
will be available in the
Superior City Clerk’s office
through Friday, March 31, to
4:30 p.m. The City Clerk’s
office is in the Government
Center, 1316 N 14th Street,
Suite 200.

Heat & Frost Insulators Local 49
Notice of E-Board Nominations Ironworker Retirees
At our next regular union meeting, Friday, April 14,
we will accept nominations for four Executive Board
members. The election will take place at our Friday,
May 12 meeting. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the
Duluth Labor Temple’s Freeman Hall.
~Dave Cartwright, Business Manager
PAGE 2

DFT’s Smith-Johnson runs
for Superior School Board
It wasn’t too many years ago that a group of anti-union folks
in Duluth didn’t like the idea that someone with a real interest in
public education, like a teacher, would serve on the school board.
They wanted to even exclude spouses of teachers from serving
the district. Thankfully, wiser voices prevailed.
Mary Smith-Johnson, a member of
the Duluth Federation of Teachers (DFT)
for 26 years, cares so much about public
education that she is running for the
school board in her home town, Superior,
Wisconsin.
Smith-Johnson is one of the two candidates that has been endorsed for school
board by the Superior Federation of
Labor. The other candidate is Laura R.
Gapske.
Four candidates are running for the
two vacant seats, which did not require a
primary election. All Superior School
Board seats are at-large positions. The Mary Smith-Johnson
election is Tuesday, April 4.
Although she’s a first time candidate Smith-Johnson is no
stranger to political campaigns. A DFT delegate to the Duluth
Central Labor Body she attends meetings regularly and engages
in political activities.
“I’ve been canvassing and phone banking on this side of the
bridge since 2000, and now I’m doing it in Superior,” SmithJohnson told her fellow delegates in Wellstone Hall March 9.
The reality of being a first time candidate is far different than
working on someone else’s campaign she’s found.
“The campaign has been a great learning experience,” she
said. “You learn a lot about what you don’t know, you find out
quick you don’t have money and can’t buy stamps” she said with
a laugh.
See Smith-Johnson...page 3

Activist training Weds., April 5
The North East Area Labor Council and the Minnesota AFLCIO will co-host a Labor Activist Training to be held in the
Education Minnesota Building, 639 East Central Entrance in
Duluth on Wednesday, April 5 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The
training is open to union members or anyone else who supports
the Labor movement –– bring a friend. Dinner will be provided.
Since last November’s elections, union members and activists
across the country, including in Minnesota, have been rising up
and looking for ways to STAND UP TOGETHER!
Join fellow union members in this two hour crash course
which will feature educational, motivational and skill-building
activities. Working together we can Change the Rules!

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, April 11, 2017, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566

Donʼt know where to turn?

Dial 2-1-1 or 1-800-543-7709 or visit
www.211unitedway.org
Get connected to resources in Minnesota and Wisconsin

Monthly Breakfast
Thursday, April 20
9:00 a.m.

For services provided by the Community Services Program
sponsored by the Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body and
the Head of the Lakes United Way...Call 218-726-4775

Bridgeman’s (Mall)
Mt. Shadow Drive

424 West Superior St.
Suite 402
Duluth, MN 55802

Rachel Loeffler-Kemp, Director

AFL-CIO
Community Services
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Our Revolution reaches out
Back about 1974 when I
started a 15-year career as a
member of Laborers Local
1091, I was fortunate to be part
of a small crew with really
good hands that taught me the
ropes. Dave Holte always
called Don “Sunny” Sundquist
the half breed because he was a
Swede/Norwegian from Gonvick, MN. Years later after
Sunny retired he came into the
Labor World office to tell him
his niece had done a cheeneeollogee project on their family.
I always had to read
Sunny’s lips when he spoke to
me because his Scandahoovian
brogue was so strong. I was
always catching up to his
speech. He once told me not to
pick him up for work next
Monday because he had a fiscal. “Fiscal, Sunny?” “I have a
fiscal with my doctor,
Sillylampa!”
Well, his niece found out
really bad news in her genealo-

~NOTICE~

Labor World 2017 issues:
April 19 (Workers’ Memorial
Day); May 3, 24;
June 14 (121st Anniversary),
June 28;
July 12; Aug. 2 (Primary
Election), 23 (Labor Day);

LABOR WORLD
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
semi-monthly except one issue in
April, June, December (21 issues).
The known office of publication is
Labor World, 2002 London Road,
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.

Editor:
Our Revolution Duluth is a group that formed out of Twin
Ports for Bernie, which was an active local volunteer group that
worked on behalf of Bernie Sanders for President.
The three main topics that Our Revolution Duluth organizes
around are: 1. Transforming the Democratic Party; 2. Working
to support progressive candidates; and, 3. Building coalitions
between local groups.
Many of the people working for change through Our
Revolution Duluth are active or retired union members. We
encourage other union members to join us as well. Our group
email is ourrevolutionduluth@gmail.com
Our Revolution Duluth meets on the first Saturday of every
month from 2-4 p.m. at Beaner’s Coffeehouse, 324 North
Central Avenue. All are welcome!
Mike Mayou and Rich Updegrove
gy study. “I’M FINN!” an
exasperated Sunny blurted out
to me. In the strongest 100%
Finnish accent I could muster I
told him his secret was safe
with me. Lots of Finns tried to
hide who they really were.
Employers didn’t like them/us.
Aviva Chomsky, who I
wrote about on page 6, didn’t
say anything about Scandinavians or Finns when she spoke
about immigration at CSS
March 7. Everything she said
that evening was very informative, but I wish she would have
given a nod to immigration patterns in northern Minnesota,
the old country of Michigan’s
UP, or about how many of our
relatives snuck across the
Canadian border to start a life
here, Ellis Island be damned.
Our friend Dick Hudelson
informs us that there will be
another opportunity to get edu-

cated here for free Thursday,
April 20, 6 p.m. in UMD’s
Library Rotunda. You Scandinavians, man there’s a lot of
you, will have another opportunity to revel in your culture.
I saw Dick at a health care
forum and he mentioned that
Klas Bergman was coming to
town. In an email Dick said
Swedish-born Bergman “has
spent most of his adult life as a
journalist working for the
Swedish press in the U.S.
Retired now, he has written a
book on the influence of
Swedish culture and politics on
Minnesota. He is down-toearth, well informed, and of
Bernie Sanders/Swedish Social
Democratic values.”
Bergman has written “Scandanavians in the State House:
How Nordic Immigrants
Shaped Minnesota Politics.”
See you there.

ESST Taskforce has three
more public input sessions

The Duluth City Council’s Earned Sick and Safe Time
(ESST) task force is collecting public input on best options for
Periodicals postage is paid at
implementing ESST policies to bring to the Duluth City Council.
Duluth MN 55806.
Three sessions remain for the public to give their views on ESST
POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:
The Taskforce has also created an online survey tool to gathLabor World, 2002 London Rd., er input from employers and employees on this topic.
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812
The ESST is following a three phase approach with their iniS-70
7
tial work focused on research and compiling information. The
Taskforce has studied other communities and employer policies
(218) 728-4469
and practices. Public input will enable ESST members to further
FAX: (218) 724-1413
understand employee and employer issues, concerns or ideas.
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
Remaining public engagement opportunities include:
www.laborworld.org
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Thursday, April 6, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
Duluth Heights Community Center, 33 W Mulberry St
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body
Monday, April 10, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Subscriptions: $25 Annually
1Roof, 12 E 4th St. *Child Care Available
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper
Wednesday, April 19, 7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
The Sports Garden, 425 S Lake Ave
Board of Directors
Pres/Treas Al LaFrenier, Workers
The online surveys are at: Employee survey link:
United; VP Stacy Spexet, USW
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3CZS8YB
9460; Sec Kathleen Adee,
Employer survey link:
Education MN; Mikael Sundin,
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3CMQY68
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
Paper copies of the employee surveys are available at all of
Dan O’Neill, Plumbers &
Steamfitters 11;
the Duluth Public Libraries, Community Action Duluth, and the
Dan Leslie, IBEW 31;
Duluth Workforce Center.
Steve Risacher, Carpenters 361;
More on the Taskforce are at http://www. duluthmn.gov/cityTom Cvar, UFCW 1189
council/earned-sick-and-safe-time-task-force/
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Northland Progressive Coalition forms, seeks members
Editor:
All union members and people who support unions please
consider this an open invitation to join us at the first meeting of
a new Northland Progressive Coalition. Area organizations, new
and long-standing, are mobilizing to move forward a progressive
agenda. By increasing partnerships among groups, sharing information and resources, understanding each other's causes, with
collaboration we can take action and build power together.
We will hold our first meeting Sunday, April 2, from 2 – 4
p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Duluth, 835
West College Street.
We hope you can be part of this new effort.
In solidarity, Planning group:
Heidi Nyquist & Ann Fryberger (Women’s March Huddle),
Adrienne & Erin Dinneen (Organizing For Action), Cathy
Wright (Earth Day – March for Science) , Rich Updegrove &
Mike Mayou (Our Revolution), Abigail Mlinar (Feminist
Action Collective), Renee Van Nett, Janet Kennedy & Elyse
Carter Vosen (Cross Cultural Alliance of Duluth), Sharla
Gardner (Democratic Socialists of America), JT Haines (Duluth
for Clean Water), Cruz Mendoza (member, Duluth Human
Rights Commission), Reyna Crow (Idle No More), Shawnu
Ksicinski (TakeAction Minnesota), Scot Bol (Vets For Peace),
Jo Haberman (member, Sierra Club).

Smith-Johnson endorsed for
Superior School Board...from page 2
She said she was pushed to run for the school board mostly
from understanding what the district has to deal with from limited resources. “It had nothing to do staff or how the district is
run,” she said. Evidence and research based practice have shown
that poverty is the primary cause of poor student performance. It
isn’t because of poor educational systems.
“We need to look for growth in schools by using evidence
based practices to follow students and see how they’re doing,”
Smith-Johnson said.
She is no fan of vouchers, charter schools, and other policies
that will make it even harder for public schools to succeed by
taking even more resources. She said a voucher plan has surfaced in the Wisconsin legislature would give families with
$100,000 or more in income a $10,000 voucher for their children’s education.
“That hurts low income families even more in trying to get a
good education for their children,” Smith-Johnson said.
A Special Education teacher in Duluth Public Schools, Smith
Johnson has taught in every building in ISD #709, including
Residential Treatment Centers.
“I work with students who are deaf or hard of hearing, using
signing and language development methods all the way to tutoring algebra,” said the versatile teacher.
Smith Johnson gave a nod to Laura R. Gapske’s campaign.
“We’re both progressive, pro-labor candidates,” she said.
PAGE 3

Keystone XL pipeline gets final okay from Trump State Department
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
Responding to orders from
Republican President Donald
Trump, the State Department
gave final approval on March
23 to construction of the controversial Keystone XL oil
pipeline’s northern segment
from the Montana-Canada border to a new southern terminal
at Steele City, Neb.
The decision by Under
Secretary of State for Political

barrels of oil daily headed
eventually for Gulf Coast
refineries. Shannon called
Keystone’s construction “in the
national interest.”
Though State did not say so,
Keystone owner TransCanada
signed a Project Labor
Agreement with six unions,
including the Laborers, the
Teamsters and the Operating
Engineers, to have unionists
build the pipe. They’ve already
built its southern segment.
The unions had no immediate comment on the decision,
but North America’s Building
Trades – the old AFL-CIO
Building and Construction
Trades Department – had
praised Trump for giving the
go-ahead to the pipeline.
“On behalf of the tens of
thousands of skilled craftworkers poised to earn billions of
dollars
constructing
the
Keystone XL pipeline, North
America’s Building Trades
Unions are thrilled to support
TransCanada’s application for
a
presidential
permit,”
This fine bunch were among many members of Painters & Building Trades President San
Allied Trades Local 106 that worked many volunteer
McGarvey said then.
hours painting the first floor/cafeteria area of the Damiano
“Nearly 10 years ago,
Center this month. They started early and stayed late
NABTU was similarly excited
many days to complete the work so 500 folks could eat
about the prospects of building
lunch every day. From left are Tim Nelson, Scott Murphy, the world’s safest pipeline.
Dave Mason, Tom Eastman, and James Armstrong.
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Affairs Thomas Shannon will
bring union jobs to an estimated 1,950 construction workers
per year over each of two
years, the agency’s supporting
documents say. It said the
workers would earn $405 million over that time.
Keystone would generate
16,000 direct jobs and 26,000
indirect jobs, State calculated.
The
36-inch
1,204-mile
pipeline would carry 830,000

Today, on the heels of a meeting with President Trump and
his issuance of the memorandum to the Department of
State, we are not only excited,
but invigorated and optimistic,
over the construction of this
critical piece of energy infrastructure.”
Trump invited Keystone to
resubmit its bid, after the
Democratic Obama administration had rejected the
pipeline’s northern segment on
environmental grounds. Trump
later set one other condition:
That TransCanada drop a $15
billion lawsuit to recoup lost
and potential profits, filed
under NAFTA provisions, after
the
Obama
decision.
TransCanada agreed.

The Keystone pipeline is
controversial and drew opposition from unions, led by
National Nurses United and
unions in the BlueGreen
Alliance. Those unions, and
environmental groups, said its
transport of “dirty oil” from
Albertan tar sands would
increase the greenhouse gas
emissions that produce global
warming.
The State Department
rejected those arguments. It
said the greenhouse gas emissions from Keystone would be
minimal, as the tar sands oil
would be exported out of
Alberta by other means if
Keystone was not built, and
that its export depends on the
price of oil.
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Trump’s proposed budget has deep cuts for everything but military
President Trump’s America’s Health Care Act drew
much opposition that found it
scrapped Friday in the U.S.
House. His idea of budget also
found much opposition, including in Duluth where a press
conference three days earlier
called by Mayor Emily Larson
drew dozens of people fearful
of its impact.
Surveying the room, Larson
said, “I haven’t been to may
press conferences with this
much interest from a gathering
of not the usual suspects.” She
said it reflected the impact
Trump’s budget would have on
community growth.
Linnea Mirsch, St. Louis
County Public Health and
Human Services Director, said
there is no line item veto in a
social services budget but hits
would be coming because two
thirds of funding comes from
the federal and state governments. That would leave tax-

payers to pick up the difference.
Education would be hit hard
as well said UMD’s Lynne
Williams. Critical research,
such as that done by UM’s
Natural Resources Research
Institute, find ways to use natural resources to drive economic
prosperity and jobs. Cuts to
financial aid to students such as
work study and opportunity
grants would devastate students that need help the most
she said.
For the public funding for
libraries would be slashed as
would the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting in the proposed budget that must first get
through Congress.
In a read statement
Congressman Rick Nolan said
the proposed budget cuts funding for the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative, regional
airports, eliminates TIGER
transportation grants, and even

cuts the Coast Guard by $1.3
billion dollars. Yet it increases
the military budget by $54 billion.
AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka said, “Working
people in states like Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin didn’t vote for a
budget that slashes workforce
training and fails to invest in
our nation’s infrastructure.
President Trump’s proposed
budget attempts to balance the
budget on the backs of working
families. The $54 billion cut to
programs that benefit working
families is dangerous and
destructive. Huge cuts to the
departments
of
Labor,
Education and Transportation
will make workplaces less safe,

put more children at risk and
make improving our failing
infrastructure much more difficult. The administration can
and should do better.”
The budget abandons the
future—slashing investments
in workers, communities,
young people, protecting our
environment and building
democracy. There are major
cuts in job training, education,
health programs, the environment, the arts and foreign aid.
Research programs in science
and medicine are slashed.
Sixty-two government programs/agencies are slated for
elimination.
The Department of Labor is
asked to take an overall cut of
$2.5 billion, over 20 percent of

its current budget.
The Department of Health
and Human Services is asked
to take an overall cut of $12.6
billion, over 16 percent of its
current budget, including home
heating assistance for lowincome people.
The Department of Education would be asked to take an
overall cut of $9.2 billion,
which is 13.5 percent of its
budget. In a recent forum of
over 100 area residents with
Duluth’s legislative delegation,
education funding was the top
priority.
And even as Trump talks
about a $1 trillion, 10-year
infrastructure plan, he proposes
the Dept. of Transportation be
cut by $2.4 billion (-12.7%).

As spouses and family of Union Members
we know how hard you work.

Let us work for you!

Licensed in MN & WI

Lynn Marie Nephew • 218-310-7790
Elyse Strapple • 218-348-6190
Candy E. Lee • 218-591-6452 (MN)
RE/MAX 1 Oﬃce • 218-722-2810

2520 Maple Grove Rd., Duluth MN 55811

LakeSuperiorRealEstateTeam.com

mnpower.com/safety

Laborers Local 1091 members were joined on their picket line by Operating Engineers 49,
Insulators 49 and other unions to protest Marcus Theaters bringing in a non-union, outof-area contractor to do major remodeling of their facility at the DECC.

swlp.com/safety
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Aviva Chomsky gives an historical look at immigration and social justice
By Larry Sillanpa
Our national quarrel over
immigration that was reignited
during Donald Trump’s campaign is actually older than this
nation. Yet, there has been little
substantive debate since his
inauguration as the dictates two
weeks into his administration
showed. His first dictate could
not stand up to the rule of law
or the Constitution. So he tried
again March 6 with a little softer approach that still offended a
majority of Americans, judges,
and state attorneys’ general.
The nation would have been
better served if President
Trump would have waited a
day and had sat quietly in the
College of St. Scholastica’s
Mitchell Auditorium March 7
prior to his second dictate. He
would have gotten an historical
and social justice perspective
on immigration from guest lecturer Aviva Chomsky that
would have served us better.
Chomsky did not, however,
lay the blame on Trump for
where he had arrived on the
immigration question.
“It’s not like we had a generous immigration policy that
Trump was trying to displace,”
Chomsky told a gathering of
over 100 people.
She said we need to radically change the way we see our
history otherwise we end up
with incorrect assumptions that
permeate the way we think.
And so we end up with the
mess that is our national quarrel on immigration.
Chomsky has studied and
written on immigration in the
2007 “They Take Our Jobs And
20 Other Myths on Immigration,” and the 2014 “How
Immigration Became Illegal.”
Those in Mitchell Auditorium the night of March 7 got an
immigration lesson in an hour
and a half.
She broke down U.S. immigration into four major time
periods and addressed each
through lenses of race, geography, and labor to show how
we’ve ended up with such a
skewed interpretation of immigration today.
The first “old immigration”
period was from the early
1600s to the end of the 1800s.
This was the English Protestant
arrival on the East Coast where
family groups formed small
agricultural self-sustaining villages.
Chomsky said it laid the
ground work for a white
supremacist
interpretation
because it obscured the history
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of Native Americans and then
Africans, who were brought
here as slaves “to produce
plantation products for export.”
People of color who were
brought here were erased she
said, and what was happening
elsewhere in the large land
mass of America was ignored.
A new period of non-English speaking, non-Protestant
immigrants emerged about
1850. They came from Italy,
Greece,
Turkey,
Russia,
Poland. They were Catholic,
Orthodox, and Jewish. They
didn’t come to start small villages but to work in factories in
big towns. Though welcomed
by the Statue of Liberty, which
was dedicated in 1886, this
wave of immigrants found
problems similar to the old
immigrants. But at least they
were somewhat welcomed
unlike the Chinese, who were
banned at Angel Island on the
West Coast by the 1880s.
Mexicans in large numbers
were also coming but not welcomed as they crossed the border. The labor of the Chinese
and Mexicans was needed to
build railroads, work mines
and agriculture but they were
left out of any immigration discussion because they weren’t
white.
The third period was from
1920 to 1965 and it was a focus
on immigration restriction that
found quotas being enforced
even on Europeans. Chomsky
said it didn’t affect Asians and
Mexicans because they were
already prohibited.
The fourth period was post
1965 when restriction quotas
were dismantled. Today we are
still under that system that is
supposed to be open immigration to the entire world. What
we have is the United States
being a white country made up
of primarily people of color
said Chomsky.
She gave that overview and
then provided an historical
background for it.
King George III issued the
Proclamation of 1763 that
slowed white immigration by
recognizing Native America
rights to land. That didn’t sit
well with the colonists that
wanted more land and needed
to displace native populations.
The American Revolution
ensued. Chomsky said it was
unlike any other colonial revolution in that it was pro colonial, while most revolutions
were efforts to kick colonizers
out.
In 1790 a uniform rule of

Aviva Chomsky
is a professor of
history and
coordinator of
Latin American,
Latino and
Caribbean
Studies at Salem
State University in
Massachusetts.
She worked for the United
Farm Workers in 1976 and
1977, an experience that
sparked her interest in
migrant workers, labor
history, and the effect of
global economic forces on
individuals.
naturalization was passed in
the new U.S.A. that said a “free
white person” here for two
years would become a citizen.
In 1868 the 14th Amendment to the Constitution
attempted to assuage the ill
feelings of the Civil War by
extending citizenship to those
born here or naturalized. It
wasn’t just white people anymore, but Native Americans
were not included, Chomsky
said. Two years later the
Naturalization Act of 1870
extended citizenship to aliens
of African descent. But by
1870 there were no Africans
emigrating here so there was
no need to print a lot of citizenship applications as a result of
that act.
“The words look good on
paper,” Chomsky said, but
Chinese and Mexicans were
still left out.
Legislating immigration
had become popular with the
1862 Homestead Act, the 1882
Chinese Exclusion Act, the
Dawes Act in 1887, the 1917
Asiatic Banned Zone, and the
1924
Immigration
Act
Chomsky said. Immigration
was being restricted by race,
including in 1873 when
Chinese women were restricted
from having babies in the U.S.
The Homestead and Dawes
acts further dispossessed
Native Americans from much
land in the south, midwest, and
southwest for white immigrants.
The 1917 Asiatic Banned
Zone covered three quarters of
the world Chomsky said. It was
made permanent in 1924.
Mexicans were treated differently because their labor
was needed here. But they
could be deported, especially
before they had babies that
could become citizens.
The Mexican American War
of 1846–1848 found the victo-

rious U.S. taking 55% of
Mexico in a “take the land, but
not the people” settlement. The
border was drawn to avoid
Mexican people but to take
advantage of mining, railroad,
agriculture, and logging
resources. Mexican workers
would be invited in, then
deported.
The first Bracero Program
came in 1917 to 1922 which
made it legal to bring in workers recruited in Mexico. While
private firms brought in workers, the U.S. government also
financed recruitment and was
the only entity that could
deport Mexican workers.
The Great Depression found
one million “of the mongrel
race” as they were called repatriated because there was no
work.
World War II brought a second Bracero Program since
workers were needed. It lasted
until 1967 with 400,000 Mexicans a year being brought in
and sent out again as deportees.
The 1965 Hart Celler Act
capped quotas for all nations at
20,000 a year. Chomsky said
think of white Luxembourg
getting the same number as
China. The Mexican border
wasn’t closed, but the Bracero
Program was over as Mexicans
were considered illegal after
20,000 had come.
“We still live under the
regime of illegality today to

make sure Mexicans remain
deportable,” Chomsky said.
She said U.S. immigration
policy historically had injustice
built into it creating untold
human suffering. The effort to
close the Mexican border in the
1990s found the number of
undocumented people skyrocketing. That ended with the 2008
economic crash in the U.S.
resulting in a migration shift of
Mexicans leaving she said. It’s
at a net zero now she said as we
discuss even more militarization of the border, and a wall.
In answering a question in
closing, Chomsky said it is difficult to separate immigration
policy from foreign policy. She
said no one wants to leave their
homes unless it is a refugee situation. Open borders would
find people coming here to
visit and returning home she
contends.
The immigration conflict in
America has seen the rise of
917 active hate groups in the
U.S. according to the Southern
Poverty Law Center. Many
have as their guiding principle
“Make America White Again.”
That won’t happen in spite of
241 years of trying, but it does
create conflict.
“This a country of immigrants” is a standard immigration statement Chomsky said.
We also need to ask “Is this a
country of immigrants,” she
asked in opening her talk.
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Licensed teachers compromised by bills in legislature, contact Gov. Dayton
By Anne Krafthefer
Member, Duluth Federation
of Teachers and Minnesota
Board of Teaching
Licensed teachers in Minnesota need your help.
Like many of the other
trades and professions in
Minnesota, teacher’s licenses
are governed by a professional
standards board, comprised of
a healthy majority of their
peers. For example, the
Minnesota Plumbing Board
has twelve members, ten of
whom are licensed plumbers.
The Minnesota Board of
Barber Examiners has four
licensed barbers on a board of
five members.
Minnesota Senate File 4 and

House File 140 seek to diminish teacher and public voice on
the Minnesota Board of
Teaching (BOT). The current
BOT has eleven members, six
licensed classroom teachers,
one higher-ed member, one
public member, two school
board members and one
administrator.
Under the proposed bills,
administrative voice would
increase from one member to
four members and school
board/public voice will be cut
from three to one. There would
be no higher ed rep, and the six
teachers would not even have
to hold Minnesota license.
In addition, law will specify
categories that must be represented, instead of this choice

Unions back immigrant rights
By John Wojcik, People’s World
SAN ANTONIO (PAI)—The U.S. labor movement “is never
backing down, not an inch, on its commitment to full immigrant
rights in this country,” says AFL-CIO Executive Vice President
Tefere Gebre. And “please quote me on that,” he told People’s
World. Gebre’s outspoken position on March 13 was reiterated in
an official federation statement, one of only two the AFL-CIO
Executive Council issued during its 2-day meeting in San
Antonio.
“The immigration work and policies of the federation remain
the same, despite the outcome of these contentious elections” in
2016, the fed said. The voting saw Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump win due to, leading his stands, his anti-immigrant hate.
“If anything, our efforts to organize and represent all workers,
and to advance immigration policies that help to raise wages and
standards, take on greater urgency as immigrants and refugees
are being criminalized and terrorized in our workplaces and
communities,” the federation’s statement added.
Gebre made the declaration while he was on his way into a
closed-door executive council session. He said the position of
the labor movement includes support for a pathway to citizenship for the millions of undocumented people now in the country, plus opposition to Trump’s executive orders on immigration
and opposition to the building of a wall on the border with
Mexico.
“All working people benefit from an immigration system
with a roadway to citizenship,” Gebre said. “We make the most
progress when we support all workers, regardless of race, gender, national origin, sexual orientation and when we support
them regardless of immigration status.”
The federation also “remains opposed to any plans to build a
wall on the border” between the U.S. and Mexico, Deputy
Communications Director Amaya Smith said. Trump’s first
budget blueprint, released the day after the council session
ended, included the first chunk of funds for planning the wall. It
drew flak on Capitol Hill.
“Building a wall on our border, scapegoating immigrants and
refugees and shutting out people of Muslim faith will do nothing
to uplift working people,” federation president Richard Trumka
said on Feb. 15. Gebre himself is a political refugee and immigrant born in Ethiopia who came to the U.S. as a teen.
The current immigration system “exposes immigrant workers
to special exploitation with millions struggling to support their
families in poverty wages or unsafe working conditions. They
face the highest rates of wage theft, sexual harassment and death
and injury,” he said. “When a segment of society suffers, all suffer. The labor movement is committed to reforming our country’s entire immigration system. A just and humane system of
immigration creates a more just and humane system for everyone,” Gebre stated.
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being made by the Governor.
The bills are moving targets, so what we read today
may change in the coming
days.
In addition, those who currently serve on the BOT, and
have been duly appointed by
Governor Dayton, will be dismissed from the Board, and
will not be allowed to reapply
for four years. An entirely new
board will face challenging
issues, with no mentors to lead
the way. The need for institutional memory on such a board
is high. For example, members
of the BOT are responsible for
reviewing and approving special permission applications,
such as Career and Technical
Education. The term used for
such an applicant is “NonLicensed Community Expert”
(NLCE). Evaluating the data in
these applications requires
training from mentors on the
Board. Approval of a NLCE
application means the requesting District has not been successful in a diligent search for
a licensed teacher. The bills referenced would allow a NLCE
to teach for up to eight years
without working toward licensure. This process should be
held to a standard, which is
also at risk in the language of
these bills. Our students
deserve to have licensed professionals as their teachers,
whenever possible.
Current members of the
Minnesota BOT are volunteers
with a common foundation,
that of being experienced,
Minnesota licensed teachers.
We also have diverse backgrounds, including a higher
education member from one of
our teacher preparatory programs, which increases the
teacher voice on this Board.
The current BOT has

worked toward continuous
improvement of the policies
governing licensure of the
teachers
working
with
Minnesota’s students. We have
work that is in process, and
would like the opportunity to
see these tasks completed.
Please support public education and Minnesota's students and licensed teachers by
writing to Governor Dayton
and asking for the professional
standards board for licensed
teachers to be fairly governed
by licensed Minnesota educators, and to maintain our State
standard of having highly-qualified licensed teachers in every
classroom.

(Write to Governor Mark
Dayton, 116 Veterans Service
Building, 20 W 12th Street,
St. Paul, MN 55155
Email via https://mn.gov/
governor/contact-us/form/
You can also connect with
Gov. Dayton on Facebook
and Twitter.)
Anne Krafthefer has been a
Licensed Minnesota Teacher
since 1977, a member of the
Duluth Federation of Teachers
since 1993, and has served on
their Executive Board since
2004. She was appointed by
Gov. Dayton to the Minnesota
Board of Teaching as a
Classroom Teacher Member in
2013 and was recently reappointed to another 4-year term.
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Pro-mining groups continue their fight for good jobs in NE Minnesota
Pro-mining interests began
another fight for good jobs on
March 16 at a rally in Duluth.
This time their battle isn’t
against environmental organizations, it’s against the U.S.
Forest Service and the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management.
Late in 2016 USFS and
BLM announced a proposal to
withdraw 235,000 acres of federally owned land and minerals
in northeast Minnesota from
future leasing, exploration and
potential development. They
held their first public meeting
on the land withdrawal at the
DECC March 16, plan another
for the Iron Range, and will
take public comment until midAugust at comments-easternsuperior@fs.fed.us
Craig Olson, President of
the Duluth Building &
Construction Trades Council
was the first speaker at the promining rally before the public
comment meeting and said his
6,000 members need jobs.
“Northeast Minnesota is the
global powerhouse of strategic,
metallic mining,” Olson told a
crowded Paulucci Hall. “We
need those resources, we need
those jobs, and we can do it the
right way as we’ve shown in
over a century of mining, and
protecting our environment!”
Former St. Louis County
Commissioner Mike Forsman
has lived in Ely for almost 70
years.

“I’m retired so I don’t have
to say anything,” he told the
gathering. “But I’ve watched
our community deteriorate. We
had three mines and the streets
were full of people, now you
can bowl on the streets and not
hit anyone.” He quoted
Commissioner Tom Rukavina,
who told the USF at a hearing a
couple years ago that after 140
years of mining the area is still
one of the most prestigious
wilderness areas in America.
Commissioner Keith Nelson said no one can mine better
than the people of northeast
Minnesota. “This isn’t guesswork, we’ve got a track record
that’s proven it,” he said. “The
people here today aren’t going
away. Fighting for our future
has become a career for us.” He
backed the construction jobs
that build mining operations.
“We hear our friends in construction careers work temporary jobs. They work at temporary locations, not temporary
jobs.”
State
Senator
David
Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm)
was at the legislature and
unable to attend the rally. He
issued a call for “Iron Rangers
who support good jobs and our
way of life,” to protest the USF
decision.
“Not only does this land
have the potential to create
thousands of jobs and opportunity for our citizens, it also

encompasses 190,000 acres of
state, county and private lands
that contain billions of dollars
of mineral royalties that belong
to Minnesota residents,”
Tomassoni stated. “On top of
that – 92,000 acres are state
school trust lands that help provide critical funds to our K-12
school system. I urge the federal government to allow explo-

ration to continue -- please
don’t withdraw this land, it’s
essential for the continued
strength of northern Minnesota
communities and families.”
Tomassoni said the arbitrary
withdrawal of all that acreage
came without scientific reasoning. “Exploration and the scientific development of new
technologies have always been

part of the American way -- it’s
how our country has grown
economically, and it’s how our
country has developed the best
environmental practices in the
world while promoting good
jobs
for
our
people,”
Tomassoni said.
You can learn more, including how to make comments at
http://jobsforminnesotans.org/

Duluth Building Trades President Craig Olson was the lead-off speaker at a pro-mining
rally at the DECC March 16. A hearing was held that evening and a public comment period lasts until mid-August at comments-eastern-superior@fs.fed.us

Thurs, March 30th ~ Workers’ Compensation MODERATOR: Jim Peterson
PANELISTS: Sean Quinn, Stephanie Balmer and Kathy Bray
Thurs, April 6th ~ Access to Legal Services MODERATOR: Sean Quinn
PANELISTS: Erica Backstrom and Dori Streit
Thurs, April 13th ~ Rules of the Road for Joggers, Bike Riders & Animals
MODERATOR: Stephanie Balmer • PANELISTS: Jim Balmer and Steve Reyelts
Thurs, April 20th ~ Social Security MODERATOR: Jim Balmer
PANELISTS: Sean Quinn, Stephanie Balmer and Ed Utities
Thurs, April 27th ~ Family Law MODERATOR: Jim Peterson
PANELISTS: Cheryl Prince, Mia Thibodeau & Terry Trogdon
Thurs, May 4th ~ Impaired Driving and the Law MODERATOR: Sean Quinn
PANELISTS: Jim Balmer & Stephanie Balmer
Thurs, May 11th ~ I Thought I was Covered: Homeowners & Auto Insurance Pitfalls
MODERATOR: Stephanie Balmer • PANELISTS: Bob Falsani, Tucker Hanlon & Jim Balmer
Thurs, May 18th ~ Estate Planning MODERATOR: Sean Quinn
PANELISTS: Jenny Carey & Mark Signorelli
Thurs, May 25th ~ Motor Vehicle Injuries Moderator: Sean Quinn
Panelists: Bob Falsani, Jim Balmer & Rob Barnes

• US News & World Report Best Law Firm • Best Lawyers in America • Leading American Attorneys
• Super Lawyer Recognition • Rising Star Recognition • National College of Worker’s Compensation Attorneys
• American Board of Trial Advocacy • Board Certiﬁed Trial Specialists by National Board of Trial Advocacy
• Volunteer Law Firm of the Year 2007, 2008 and 2012 • Minnesota Association of Justice Lifetime Achievement Award
• 2009 Joe Wiesinger Award for Community Service (United Way/AFL-CIO)
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