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At a Duluth rally Feb. 24, AFSCME 66 President Judy
Wahlberg said there’s a border between Minnesota and
Wisconsin but no border between workers.

AFSCME Council 40 and
their two unions that represent
130 City of Superior workers
bargained a new, two year contract that will hopefully circumvent Republican Gov.
Scott Walker’s attempt to end
collective bargaining for all
Wisconsin Public Employees.
The contract runs to Dec. 31,
2013.
AFSCME also got a one
year deal to June 30, 2012 for
their 330 members in the
Superior school district, as did
the Superior Federation of
Teachers.
AFSCME was unable to get
a deal for its members in six
bargaining units who work for
Douglas County. The Teamsters were also shut out by the
administrative committee on
March 3.
Across Wisconsin over 400
local elected officials have
written to Walker to say collective bargaining has worked just
fine for them and they’d like to
continue to have local control
over their relationship with
their employees.
AFSCME Council 40 Staff
Representative Jim Mattson
said he was disappointed

“We Are One” rallies Duluth for Wisconsin
Over 500 people attended a
“We Are One” rally in Duluth
Feb. 24 for teachers, firefighters, nurses, construction workers and all workers who are
under attack by governors and
state legislatures across the
nation. Similar rallies have
been occurring across the U.S.
But in Duluth that noon it was
a North East Area Labor Council solidarity rally to support
the collective bargaining rights
of Wisconsin public employees
just across the St. Louis Bay.
“Elections do have consequences is what Paul Wellstone
always told us,” said NEALC
President Alan Netland. “Now
we have to take it to the
streets!”
Pete Johnson of Fire Fighters Local 101 told the crowd,
“It’s about our rights. If they
can break one union, they can

break any union. If they can
break a union in Wisconsin,
they can break a union anywhere.” He said contrary to
what is being reported, only
one fire fighter union, and two
police unions in Wisconsin
endorsed Republican Scott
Walker’s bid to be governor.
Joel Sipress, a UW Superior
professor, said the broad
assault on workers has been
going on for 30 years. “It’s
more than just an attack on
workers, it’s on collective bargaining, it’s on dignity and fairness.” He said it is class warfare that rewards the rich and
pushes down the poor, and tries
to divide people so they’ll fight
for the scraps that are left over.
Sipress said Walker’s budget repair bill will sell off public
power plants without competitive bids while ending Badger
Care for poor people that need
health care. “We need a rebirth
of the labor movement for
everyone, not just unions,”
Sipress said to cheers.
Netland said Walker could
have avoided Wisconsin’s
budget crisis but he gave his
rich friends money back to create the crisis and attack public
employees. “Thanks to the
strong leadership of Governor
Dayton in Minnesota our budget has fairness,” said Netland.

“And he said right to work will
not pass on his watch.”
If Dayton had not defeated
Republican Tom Emmer,
Minnesota would be going
through the same scenario that
is playing out in Wisconsin.
AFSCME Local 66 President Judy Wahlberg, said there
is a border between Wisconsin
and Minnesota but there is no
border between workers.
“Who does the work,” she
asked those gathered. “We do,”
was the response. “That’s
right,” she said. “Labor creates
all wealth...This fight didn’t
start this year, it didn’t start in
Wisconsin. It won’t end this
year, and it won’t end in
Wisconsin. It ends with the solidarity of all workers.”
As the rally ended the 500
marched in the street around
the Civic Center for a few laps
to chants of “Kill the bill,”
“What do we want?,” “JUSTICE,” “This is what democracy looks like!”
It was as good a march and
rally as has been seen at the
Duluth Civic Center in many,
many years.
As Carlton County Central
Labor Body President Mike
Kuitu said about the battle for
workers’ rights, “You can
choose to ignore this issue, but
it will not ignore you.”

Douglas County would not
accept the new contract. “We
had a tentative agreement in
January, but they turned it
down Thursday. We’ll keep trying.”
The deals that were bargained will not see any wage
increases, and workers will be
paying 5.8% to their pension
plans, and 12.6% to their health
care plans. That is what Walker
had sought from all the state’s
200,000 public employees, but
when they offered to accept the
concessions he still turned
them down because he wants to
abrogate all collective bargaining for them.
Mattson said AFSCME
members stepped up in difficult times and have done difficult things to make things work
for the city and the taxpayers.
“We’ve said all along it isn’t
about the money, which some
may say is just a slogan,”
Mattson said at another rally
Saturday by over 80 people at
the Douglas County Courthouse. “But in reality we’re
making it happen.”

The city deal was brought
forth by City Councilor Greg
Mertzig, who has started a
write-in campaign for his
District 4 seat after missing the
filing deadline because his
papers weren’t notarized. He
was training in Georgia with
his Army Reserve unit.
“I’d give Greg an A plus for
the work he did,” Mattson said
March 2nd, a day after Mertzig
had presented the deal. It took
until March 4 for the deal to be
struck.
City Councilor Dan Olson,
who is Business Manager of
Laborers Local 1091, said the
new contract will save the city
about $720,000, when union
and non-union employees contributions are factored in.
“That’s a big chunk of the
$913,000 we’ll lose in state aid,
which is 9.2% of our budget,”
said Olson.
Not only is Walker trying to
cripple public employees, he
has said that local governments
cannot raise property taxes to
make up for their shortfalls.

Fight continues in Wisconsin
A lot has happened but not much has changed in the month
since Wisconsin’s Republican Gov. Scott Walker attacked public
employee collective bargaining and the middle class Feb. 11.
Walker woke up the labor movement and the progressive tradition in Wisconsin. Over a half million people have demonstrated in Madison alone. The only incidence of violence has
been when Capitol police tackled Rep. Nick Milroy of Superior
for trying to get to his office. Milroy, who had shown his credentials as a state legislator, took the assault in stride saying perhaps both sides had over reacted. It has been a you tube sensation, however. So is a phone call that was made to Walker by a
blogger Feb. 22, who identified himself as David Koch, who
along with his brother are funding much of the anti-union fight
in America.
As few as 15 arrests have been made in Madison after citizens
occupied the Capitol, which has now been shut down. Even
See Wisconsin...page 5

USW 9460 members were among the over 100,000 in
Madison Sat., Feb. 26 rallying for public employee unions.
Left to right are President Stacy Spexet, Financial Secretary
Sue Pierce, and Staff Representative Cathy Warner. (Chad
McKenna, North East Area Labor Council Field Coordinator photo)

Falsani’s free workers comp seminar March 17 Retirees host pension panel
The Falsani, Balmer, Peterson, Quinn & Beyer Law
Firm’s Annual Workers Compensation Seminar is Thursday,
March 17 at the Duluth Holiday Inn. The highly educational, free seminar covers topics
on the workers’ comp systems
of Minnesota and Wisconsin,
and how they relate to injured
workers and their families,
medical/chiropractic care, and
rehabilitation. Breakfast, lunch
and parking at Holiday Center
are provided at no charge.
Here’s the day’s schedule:
8:30-9 ~ Registration and
complimentary breakfast;
9-9:30 ~ How different
ways to settle 3rd party claims
affect workers’ comp rights-Robert C. Falsani

9:30-9:45 ~ Retirement presumption lowers claim value-James W. Balmer;
9:45-10 ~ The 3 ways to
qualify for Social Security
Disability--Sean M. Quinn;
10-10:15 ~ Employee firing
and
post-firing
rights-Stephanie M. Balmer;
10:15-10:30 ~ Job placement in a down economy-Wende Morrell, QRC;
10:30-10:45 ~ BREAK;
10:45-11 ~ Group disability,
ERISA & non-ERISA claims-Jim Peterson;
11-11:15 ~ Idiopathic
injury--Sean M. Quinn;
11:15-11:30 ~ Qualifying
for workers’ comp if you are
not at work--Andrew P. Pierce;
11:30-12 ~ Open Upright

Benefit for 106’s Brian Coyle
Painters & Allied Trades Local 106 Financial Secretary Brian
Coyle was diagnosed in December with a melanoma on his
spine. The open spine surgery has left the 47-year old, 20-year
union member paralyzed from the waist down. A dinner, raffle,
silent auction and music by Virgil Caine (7:00 p.m.) has been set
for Sunday, March 20 at The Reef. Activities go from 2 to 7 p.m.
at a cost of $10 for adults, $5 for kids 5-12 (under 5 are free).
Donations are accepted at the Hermantown Federal Credit
Union, c/o Brian Coyle Benefit, 2615 London Rd., Duluth, MN
55812. For more info contact Tim Rooney, (218) 428-0745.

MRI with Dr. Tim Mack and
Dr. Frank Suslavich;
12-12:15~Question/Answer
12:15-1 ~ FREE LUNCH;
1-2 ~ Dr. Troy Erickson,
D.O., Orthopedic Surgeon,
Essentia;
2-2:15 ~ Roraffs-How we
assist
medical/chiropractic
community in getting their bills
paid--Stephanie M. Balmer;
2:15-2:30 ~ BREAK;
2:30-3:15 ~ ”Spy vs. Spy” Panel discussion moderated by
Jim Peterson-- Eric W. Beyer,
Attorney for Employee, v.
Kathleen S. Bray, Attorney for
Employer/Insurer;
3:15 ~ Question/Answer
To reserve your spot at the
seminar call Gayle at 723-1990
or 625-1857 by Monday,
March 14.

The newly chartered North East Area Labor Council Retirees
have scheduled a pension panel forum to address issues that have
many people worried about their future. The event will take
place Friday, March 25 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in Wellstone Hall
(enter doors at lowest level facing the lake), Duluth Labor
Temple, 2002 London Road. The panel discussion is free and
open to any retiree or anyone interested in retirement.
Panel members will be Shirley Hanson from Zenith Administrators, which handles many Building Trades' pensions, and
Rep. Mary Murphy from Hermantown who sits on the Pension
Committee in the Minnesota House of Representatives and is
retired member of the Duluth Federation of Teachers.
“I think this discussion is especially pertinent with all the
attacks on public employees’ unions and union contracts in general,” said NEALC Retiree Chair Deb Bloom.
Many retirees and those about to retire are wondering why
their pensions seem to be going in the tank. Active workers are
being pushed by employers away from defined benefit to defined
contribution plans in bargaining. Others are having pensions
wiped out and/or replaced by 401(k) plans. Come get answers.
To RSVP contact Deb Bloom at (218) 626-5366 or dbloom
2595@aol.com until March 15th, Marsh Stenersen at marshall
stenersen@hotmail.com or (218) 343-6408 until March 23.

Movie Night: Workers’ Republic a 2008 fight
The Thursday, March 24
Labor Movie Night will look at
a 2008 event in Chicago:
“Workers’ Republic, when the
economy fell...they stood up.”
www.workersrepublic.tv,
the website for the award-winning documentary by Andrew

Ironworker Retirees
Monthly Breakfast
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Thursday, March 17
Tuesday, April 12, 2011, 5:00 P.M.
9:00 a.m.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566
Duluth Grill

I.U.O.E. Local 70

Friend states, laid-off Chicago
factory workers occupied their
vanishing workplace, Republic
Windows & Doors, declaring
they would not leave until the
owners and creditors agreed to
pay them the severance that
they were owed.
Three weeks before Christmas Republic announced they
were closing. They informed
their work force that they
would not be paid for their final
week or receive their accrued
vacation pay because Bank of
America would not give them a
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loan. Insurance benefits were
cut immediately, and the workers were denied the 60-day severance guaranteed under the
federal WARN Act.
What those ordinary people
did next reminded the working
class it possesses a power long
forgotten. In a move that
harkened back to the sit-down
strikes of the 1930s, they occupied the doomed factory day
and night for nearly a week,
declaring they would not leave
until they were given what
their employer owed them.
The workers won over the
public and the story made
headlines all over the world.
'Workers' Republic' conveys
the courage, the creativity, and
the solidarity of windowbuilders who vowed to stand up for
their rights. From the opening
moments to the eventual victory, and culminating in the surprise fate at the factory, the film
shows radical action can be a
solution to exploitation.
The workers are UE, United
Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers of America, a national
union representing some
35,000 workers in a wide variety of manufacturing, public
sector and private non-profit
sector jobs. UE is an independent union (non AFL-CIO)
proud of its democratic structure and progressive policies.
Labor Movie Night is
Thursday, March 24, 6:00 p.m.
in Wellstone Hall of the Duluth
Labor Temple, 2002 London
Road (enter via lowest level,
facing Lake Superior on South
St.). It is free and open to the
public. Refreshments and child
care are available.
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A call for a general strike
I’ve been across the bridges
to Superior so often since Feb.
11 that I voted absentee for
their April 5 election day afraid
I might miss it. Just kidding,
you voter fraud, photo ID,
cracked tea pots. I vote in
Maple with the Finlanders.
All those trips have been
very enlightening, including
two for the KUWS 91.3 program Final Edition. It’s educational to spend time with people who actually pay attention.
The trips, of course, were
because of Republican Gov.
Scott Walker’s “budget repair
bill”
aka
union-busting.
Superior has never been so
alive with activity and the
beauty of it is it includes a
broad cross section of society.
On a freezing March 2nd
Jesse Peterson and Eric Smith
were going to stay out all night
in front of the courthouse in
solidarity with those in
Madison who had been doing
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the same thing for three nights.
“I haven’t been involved in
politics for a long time but
what’s happening got to me,”
said Peterson, bundled up in
blankets. “Walker’s attacks on
people aren’t needed. I grew up
on a farm and I know broke.
The state’s not broke.”
At a rally last Saturday I ate
pizza bought by unions in
Taiwan and Hong Kong in solidarity. A solidarity letter was
read at Duluth’s Feb. 24 rally
from Geneva, Switzerland’s
international federations of
Chemical Energy Mine &
General Workers and also the
Metalworkers’ fed.
On March 3rd 150 people
stood at the top of the Bong
Bridge in solidarity after a long
cold walk up from Superior
and Duluth. I drove past twice
to see if I could shoot a photo.
No luck. An hour later I was
crossing the bridge again and
everyone was gone, but when I
got to the Superior flats a man
and a woman were just starting
the long ascent back to
Minnesota, adding another two
miles to their protest. He was
holding a blue and white sign
over his head that I’m guessing
said “Workers Rights are
Human Rights.” All I could do
was honk in honor.
I was heading to the Old
Town Bar & Restaurant for the
first local meeting to coordinate all the anti-Walker activity
in northwest Wisconsin. I had
heard about it the night before
at the Superior Federation of
Labor’s screening, which contained a lot of questions for
candidates about the fight.
That was a very impressive
two hour Old Town meeting of
55 people committed to a sustained effort to help Wisconsin
residents. Yes, except for me
they were all Wisconsin residents or work over there.
I’ve seen a lot of these kinds
of groups start. The first one I
remember was BOND--”Broad
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based organizing for a new
Duluth” if my memory’s correct. Most have fizzled.
Progressive Action to remember Paul Wellstone might even
be dead too after a good run.
The new old towners are
calling themselves People
First. Sure they are pissed off
about what Walker is doing in
their state to public employees
but they had the bigger picture
nailed--that it’s the middle
class and working families that
are the target of the ownership
class, who don’t care about
anyone but the privileged and
work only to improve their lot.
The big shots as Wild Bill
Sillanpa called them don’t care
about public education, skilled
workforces or the quality of life
in Wisconsin, but those are the
things held most dear by corporate interests looking for places
to expand. At least that’s what
they’ve said in the business
pages, that is unless they can
find cheap labor overseas.
What gives People First a
chance of surviving is that it
was comprised of union workers, non-union workers, blue
and white colors, retirees, and
students. And they want to
include the religious and business communities. I bet they
can count Dennis Hallberg,
Chairman of the Board of
Lakehead Constructors in. He
paid for two buses that went to
Madison last weekend.
People First had a Facebook
site up and running the next
day. It’s facebook.com/pages/
People-First-SuperiorDouglasCounty/190529987647058. A
website is in the works along
with a lot of other good ideas.
The second meeting of the
group is Thursday, March 10,
6:00 p.m. at the Old Town,
2215 East 2nd St. (Hwy 2 &
53) in Superior. No matter
where you live join in. These
are good times for organizing
and turning things around as
seen by the action in the streets.

Editor:
The Wisconsin governor has woke up a sleeping giant and
filled him with ire. When Pres. Reagan fired the air traffic controllers and blackballed them from any future federal employment, we didn’t see the animosity then that we do now by workers in Wisconsin and across the country.
Governor Walker, with the Republican majority in both houses of government, have made the decision to use the budget
deficit as a justification to strip all public employees (except the
fire and police) of union representation.
But these public employees - teachers, city, county, state
employees - are not the end, but the beginning of an attempt to
strip all workers from union representation in Wisconsin.
Governor Walker, with the support of the T-bag party, his billionaire buddies, the Koch brothers, the Heritage foundation and
others have declared war on public employees, real “Class
Warfare”. I don’t know how long the Democratic Senators in
Illinois can hold out keeping Walker from his goals, but the
Wisc. AFL-CIO should be devising a strategy to bring the fight
to Walker.
I would suggest the state AFL-CIO calling an emergency
general convention as soon as possible with the only agenda
being a resolution calling for a statewide general strike of all
unions in Wisconsin. I know there would be many questions of
legal issues, but they could be asked and discussed before the
convention by the Executive Board with legal counsel and available to delegates at the convention.
This is a time in history when leaders must lead. When they
must rally their members to stand up to the forces that would
crush them. No great moment in the evolution of workers being
serfs and peons to employees with dignity in their workplaces
and communities hasn’t occurred without a stand against tyranny. This is one of those moments in history.
George A. Sundstrom, a retired union sheet metal worker.

Guilt
Written by Albrecht Hanshofer as he awaited
execution as an anti-fascist resister in Nazi Germany
The burden of my guilt before the law
weighs light upon my shoulders; to plot
and to conspire was my duty to the people;
I would have been a criminal had I not.
I am guilty, though not the way you think,
I should have done my duty sooner; I was wrong,
I should have called evil more clearly by its name
I hesitated to condemn it for far too long.
I now accuse myself within my heart:
I have betrayed my conscience far too long
I have deceived myself and fellow man.
I knew the course of evil from the start
My warning was not loud nor clear enough!
Today I know what I was guilty of...
Thank you to Gary Kohls for submitting this lesson in courage. It
brings to mind the feelings many trade unionists have carried for
years because labor did little when President Reagan busted the
13,000 striking Air Traffic Contollers in 1981. Labor is engaged
against today’s union busting in Wisconsin and around the nation.

“Quote, Unquote”
"No government in the world would have tolerated
having the main square of its capital occupied for eight
weeks by tens of thousands of demonstrators...A crackdown was therefore inevitable."
~Henry Kissinger in an op-ed supporting the Communist
Party’s massacre at Tiananmen Square June 4, 1989, from
Naomi Klein’s 2007 “The Shock Doctrine,” in which she makes
the case that Milton Friedman’s economic model uses crisis to
open doors for economic shock therapy and disaster capitalism,
including eliminating workers as an organized political force.
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Hagen SFL-endorsed for Superior mayor
The Superior Federation of
Labor filled out the slate of
their labor-endorsed candidates
at their March 2 meeting,
which was attended by three
dozen delegates.
At the top of that list is
Bruce Hagen for mayor.
Even numbered city council
districts are up this year and the
SFL found a candidate to their
liking in every race: District 2
Marty Curtiss, District 4 Greg
Mertzig, District 6 Leonard
Joyal, District 8 Mike Herrick,
and District 10 Bob Browne.
Two unopposed incumbents
on the Superior School Board,
Mary Klun and John Hendricks, were endorsed Feb. 2.
Although it falls under the
Wisconsin State AFL-CIO’s
jurisdiction, the Superior Fed
also endorsed JoAnne Kloppenburg for the Wisconsin
Supreme Court.
The Superior Federation of
Labor will host a public forum
for the local elections Saturday, March 19 from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the public library.
The Wisconsin General
Election is Tuesday, April 5.

Mayor~Bruce Hagen
The SFL screened the
mayor’s race Feb. 2 when four
candidates were running but
decided to wait until after the
Feb. 15 Primary Election narrowed the field to two to make
an endorsement. It wasn’t
unanimous but former mayor
Bruce Hagen was easily
endorsed March 2 with little
discussion.
Hagen would bring 12 years
of experience as a former
Superior mayor to the position.
He has also worked at many
other levels of government,
including having been chief of
staff for Governor Tommy
Thompson.
Hagen started out as a
school teacher, then became a
school administrator. Later he
became secretary of the state’s
Dept. of Workforce Development, where he remodeled the
unemployment insurance system, a model that was followed
across the nation he said.
He currently owns an energy efficient lighting business
for industrial, wet, and toxic
environments. He said all the
light parts, other than the
lamps, are made in the U.S.A.
“I decided to run for mayor
because I’m very qualified, and
I’ve missed it since I left 21
years ago,” Hagen said at the
Feb. 2 screening. “We accomplished a lot during the time I
was mayor.” He said he was
PAGE 4

especially proud of the
Barker’s Island development
and the Bong Bridge being
built. The bridge was built
through work with congressmen Jim Oberstar (MN) and
David Obey (WI) Hagen said
because the governors of the
two states weren’t interested in
the project.
Since the Feb. 2 screenings
all hell has broken loose in
Wisconsin with Gov. Scott
Walker’s budget repair bill.
Hagen said he absolutely
believes in public employee
collective bargaining rights.
“We’ve got a skilled workforce better than anywhere,”
Hagen said. “Without qualified, skilled, and trained people
you don’t go very far.”
Hagen said there were three
issues he wanted to address as
mayor.
• The city doesn’t have a
“welcoming view” and he
wants to improve Superior’s
image with what he called
“cheap fixes” in infrastructure
and landscape, architecture,
lighting and clean-up.
• Jobs are everyone’s top
priority. Hagen said when he
was mayor he took a hands-on
approach to economic outreach
that brought development to
town, even though he was criticized for travelling to find it.
• Revenue sharing has been
reduced by the state, which will
hurt all local government and
will need solutions.
“People have asked me why
I’m running, that I must be
crazy because it’s a mess,”
Hagen said. “I have to be active
and something cooking or I’d
go nuts. I’ve retired twice, but I
love this town, love working
with people, and I believe I’m
qualified.”

Dist. 2~Marty Curtiss

make up for a lack of state aid.
He was in favor of extending
the city workers’ contract.

Dist. 4~Greg Mertzig
Incumbent
Greg Mertzig is
running as a
write-in candidate for his
District 4 seat
on the city
council. He had
missed the filing
period
Greg Mertzig because
his
paperwork hadn’t been notarized properly after he had left
for training in Georgia with his
Reserve Unit.
“It was my fault, I could
have gotten the paperwork
done earlier and turned in earlier, but it is what it is,” said the
University of WisconsinSuperior student. It wasn’t a
big deal to delegates who
appeared to be relieved that the
only name on the ballot won’t
have a free ride to victory with
her less than labor-friendly
positions.
In discussions about endorsing Mertzig, delegates sang his
praises for the work he had
done the night before in trying
to get the city to extend its
workers contracts for two
years.
“I’m running again because
of what’s happening in the city
and the state,” Mertzig said. “I
came to the decision in the last
couple of days.”
Mertzig said he believes in
the working class and feels
Gov. Walker is trying to drive a
bigger wedge between the
haves and have nots. He said it
is an attack on the working
class across the board, not just
public employees.
Mertzig’s opponent chose
not to attend the screening to
give her feelings. He said he
feels city administration with
its high salaries is a good place
to look for saving the city
money. “If we consolidate on
the upper end, we can reduce
city costs significantly,”
Mertzig said.

Marty Curtiss is running
against incumbent
Tom
Bridge, who
has proven over
time that he is
no friend of
working peo- Dist. 6~Leonard Joyal
ple. Bridge, in
Leonard
Marty Curtiss fact, declined
Joyal
is unopthe SFL’s invitation to screen.
posed
in his
That helped the self-employed,
first
run
for
non-union contractor Curtiss
o
f
f
i
c
e
.
get his labor endorsement
I
n
c
u
m
b
e
n
t
against Bridge, who he lost to
Chuck Hendry
by 22 votes two years ago.
chose not to
“It sucks,” was his response
run again.
to the question about Gov.
Walker’s union busting, but Leonard Joyal Joyal is no
stanger to poliCurtiss said concessions will
tics,
however,
having
served on
be needed from city unions to

Four of the candidates endorsed by the Superior Federation
of Labor March 2nd attended the Feb. 16 march and rally
in support of public employees. Left to right are Greg
Mertzig, Bruce Hagen, Marty Curtiss, and Leonard Joyal.
political campaigns for many and health care,” Herrick said.
years, including that of his “It’s not because we want it to
brother-in-law, City Councilor be, it’s because we have to do
Warren Bender, who is SFL something.” He said the lost
Corresponding Secretary, and state revenue will be $931,000,
now for Bruce Hagen.
a 9.2 percent decrease.
Joyal is a 10-year resident Dist. 10~Bob Browne
of Superior after moving from
Bob Browne
Duluth. He was an AFSCME
had
the zinger
Local 66 member as a St. Louis
of the night.
County social worker for 29
When asked
years and said all his benefits
how he felt
can be attributed to collective
about
what
bargaining, and he thinks Gov.
Gov. Walker is
Walker is “totally off base” but
doing, Browne
his positions have “woke peosaid, “I have
ple up.”
“I’ve been involved in so Bob Browne mistletoe in my
back pocket for
many other campaigns I
Governor
Walker.”
thought I had something to
Browne is running against
offer. As a social worker I
incumbent
Esther Dalbec, who
learned how to listen to clients
and will to my constituents,” refused the invitation to screen.
Browne was a member of
Joyal said. “I think I’ll be a
the
Douglas County Board of
good representative.”
Supervisors, and is a retired
Dist. 8~Mike Herrick business agent for BoilermakIncumbent ers Local 647. He said he has
Mike Herrick about 50 years of affiliation
is unopposed with various unions.
in District 2.
“Unions made America
He is a UFCW great,” he said. “Look at the
Local
1189 standard of living in countries
member and that don’t have unions. Send
his wife is people to Madison!”
AFSCME, and
In talking about the city’s
he thinks what needs, Browne said he hears
Mike Herrick Gov. Walker is often about the pot holes and
doing is “absolutely wrong.”
bad streets. “Auto repair would
Herrick said job growth to be a good business to be in
keep youth in the area, and now,” he said. Browne is also a
keeping the tax base in check strong environmentalist and
so people can afford to stay in said the city has many ecoSuperior are top priorities.
industrial sites that could bring
He sees extending the city’s jobs to town.
AFSCME contract as a good
“I’d like to see us bring ship
idea and good for employees, building back here and we’ll
but the loss in shared revenue have to get on our congressfrom the state will bring some man,” Browne said. “It’d be a
hard decisions.
long, hard fight but I’d like to
“We have to go somewhere, be a part of it.
and one option is more
employee pay into retirement
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Wisconsin fight continues...from page 1
a meeting and had some talks
with Republican Senators, who
have shown no interest in compromise. Democrats are also
calling on Walker to meet with
them, but he called the offer
“ridiculous.” Sen. Bob Jauch
said he is “so damn mad” at
Walker’s “misrepresentation of
the truth” and the public should
be too. Jauch said there is no
trust anymore in Walker and he
can’t believe a thing he says.
Republicans, who control
the legislature, say Democrats
will now be fined $100 a day
for missing work.
By obstructing the legislative process, the Democrats
have allowed the public to take
a better look at Walker’s bill
and they have been amazed to
find it attacks the most vulnerable in the state. Public education will be cut by $900 million. Local government aid will
be slashed. Superior will lose
$913,000, 9.2% of their budget. Medicare and BadgerCare
cuts will hurt the poor and elderly. Recycling is unfunded to
where it is in jeopardy. The bill
ends a woman’s right to get
birth control from her insur-

ance plan, and places the arts
under the tourism department.
But it allows the governor to
privatize public power plants in
no-bid contracts to whomever
he’d like at a price he sets.
Citizens have not liked what
they’ve found out and are
showing up across the state to
protest. Last Saturday 20,000
more people showed up in
Madison to protest, after
100,000 were there the previous weekend.
“Cuts to public schools,
health care and other public
services are not an unintended
consequence of the current
recession; they are the direct
result of a corporate agenda – a
‘financial coup d’etat’ – that
has funneled more and more of
the country’s wealth to a few
people,” filmmaker Michael
Moore told the crowd Saturday. “America is not broke.
That is what those in power
would want you to believe, so
you give up your pensions, cut
your wages and settle for the
Member Discounts!
life your great-grandparents
had.” He challenged the media
Wade Smith
to publicize the fact that the
400 richest Americans own
(218) 724-4507
more wealth than one-half of
all Americans – combined.
The crowd responded with
chants of “We have had it!”
In Superior Saturday 90
people rallied. They were treated to pizza bought by unions in
Taiwan and Hong Kong.
A coalition has formed in
Superior and Douglas County
to coordinate activities and sustain the battle on behalf of
working families. They will
soon have a website up and
currently are Facebooking at
http://www.facebook.com/?ref
=home#!/pages/People-FirstSuperiorDouglasCounty/190529987647058.
Among activities they are
tracking/planning is a visit to
Washburn’s Steak Pit Saturday
where Walker may attend a
Republican function.
UWS Prof. Marshall Johnson gets ready to serve pizza to 90
who rallied in Superior Saturday. The pizza was from col- www.workdayminnesota.org
contributed to this report
leagues of Johnson’s in Taiwan and Hong Kong unions.

former Congressman Dave
Obey was denied entrance to
attend a 100-year Joint Finance
Committee anniversary.
The Wisconsin Assembly
passed Walker’s “budget repair
bill” on Feb. 25 by a 51-17 vote
that happened so quickly
Democrats were left to only
shout at Republicans as they
left the chamber without
debate. That is precisely why
the “Fab 14” Democratic
Senators left the state Feb. 17
and are living on their own
dime in northern Illinois. Their
absence does not allow the
Senate to perform any funding
business because they’re one
short of a quorum. Walker’s
bill would have been law in
mid-February if the Democrats
hadn’t run off. They have held

Education MN

Fab 14 Dems need help
The Democratic senators stopping Gov. Walker’s union busting need help. Individuals and registered Wisconsin PACs can
send up to $1,000 each election. PACs not registered in
Wisconsin can fill out a one page application with a $1,000 limit:
Senator Bob Jauch, Citizens for Jauch,
5271 South Maple Drive, Poplar, WI 54864
Senator Julie Lassa, Friends of Julie Lassa,
P.O. Box 483, Plover WI 54467
Senator Lena Taylor, Committee to Elect Lena C. Taylor
3428 West State Street, Milwaukee WI 53208
Senator Spencer Coggs, Friends of G. Spencer Coggs
7819 W. Potomac Ave., Milwaukee WI53222
Senator Jim Holperin www.holperinsenate.com, Holperin Senate, PO Box 1256, Eagle River WI 54521
Senator Mark Miller, Friends of Mark Miller
4903 Roigan Terrace, Monona WI 53716
Senator Bob Wirch, www.bobwirch.com, Friends of Robert
W. Wirch, 3007 Springbrook Road, Pleasant Prairie WI 53158
Senator Fred Risser, Friends of Fred Risser
16 North Carroll Street, Suite 200, Madison WI 53703
Senator Dave Hansen www.hansenforsenate.com, Friends of
Dave Hansen, 920 Coppens Rd, Green Bay WI 53403
Senator Kathleen Vinehout, Voters for Vinehout,
P.O. Box 1274, Eau Claire, WI 54702
Senator Tim Cullen, Friends of Tim Cullen
1215 Bennett St., Janesville, WI 53545
Senator Tim Carpenter, Friends of Tim Carpenter
2957 South 38th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215
Senator Chris Larson, Friends of Chris Larson
3261 S. Herman St., Milwaukee, WI 53207
Senator Jon Erpenbach, Jon Erpenbach Senate Committee
P.O. Box 628351, Middleton, WI 53562
PLEASE MENTION THIS LABOR WORLD AD

BILL THOMPSON

Divorce • Child Custody
Child Support • Parenting Time

625.1847

low rates.
fast approvals.
no hassle
lending.

ANDY PIERCE

Felonies • DUI/DWI
Misdemeanors • OFPs/HROs

625.1846

free hat with a
recreational loan

218-729-7733 • Hermantownfcu.org
Member eligibility required. Member NCUA.
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AFGE protests Social Security cut plan
The last week of February
the Republican-controlled U.S.
House of Representatives
passed H.R. 1, a Continuing
Resolution, that included cutting $1.7 billion from the
Social Security Administration
(SSA) budget just this year.
The cuts would put SSA’s
2011 operating budget $506
million below what they actually spent in all of 2010.
Republicans also want to cut
$500 million more by draining
SSA’s reserve account, which
has already been allocated for
expenses this year and technology improvements next year.
As if that’s not enough, they
also want to rescind $118 million set aside to build a
National Computer Center.
The cuts will slow claims
processing just as baby
boomers are applying. As
many as 3,500 jobs could be
lost this year, SSA offices
could be closed, claims processing could stop and phones
could go unanswered as
employees face being furloughed for one month this
year.
Without these workers, up
to 400,000 people will have
their applications for retirement, survivors and Medicare
benefits significantly delayed.
Social Security office doors
AFGE’s Sari Milinovic dis- may be temporarily closed, a
cusses proposed Social backlog of cases will pile up,
Security cuts with a passerby and retirees’ hard earned beneon Superior St. March 2.
fits could be delayed.
Members of the American
Federation of Government
Employees (AFGE) Local
3129 leafletted outside Social
Security offices in Duluth and
Superior March 2nd to alert the
public about devastating cuts to
the program that are moving
through Congress.

“We want to keep the
offices open to serve the public
that paid for those services,”
said Sari Milinovic, who works
in the Duluth office, which has
22 employees that service a
huge region with 51,307 retirement claims and 5,073 disability claims.
The Superior office has
32,776 retirement claims, and
2,854 disability claims.
Milinovic said people need
to call their U.S. senators and
ask them to stop the cuts now.
“We want people to let their
senators know that Social
Security did not contribute to
the deficit and it shouldn’t be
cut to reduce the deficit,”
Milinovic said. “The funding
for the Social Security
Administration needs to be left
alone.”
Dumping
the
current
$106,800 cap on income subject to payroll taxes is one of
the ways Social Security Trust
Fund could be made financial
stable far into the future.
You can call toll-free to 1800-998-0180 to get hooked up
with your senator.
It’s up to the U.S. Senate to
keep Social Security’s doors
open for business. They can do
this by stopping the Housepassed budget that would cut
SSA’s funding by $1.7 billion
this year. Senators will decide
on the cuts over the next week.

Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.
- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.

CASCINO VAUGHAN
LAW OFFICES

have

Moved!

Your Community Services Program has
moved but still offers great help from
the Ordean Building, 424 West Superior
Street, Suite 402, Duluth, MN 55802.
Call us at (218) 726-4775 , or email
bpeterson@unitedwayduluth.org.

Confidential Assistance
for Our Union Families

Beth Peterson, Director

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

Pinetree Plaza

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

(414)226--0241
or
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We

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203

(800)783--0081

Congressional statistics for Social Security from December
2009 reveal the number of people getting benefits and what
those total monthly benefits were. Here’s a snapshot:
Total (worldwide) was 52,522,819 of which 33,514,013
were retired, 7,788,013 were disabled, 4,488,492 were widowed, 2,501,723 were spouses, and 4,230,578 were children.
The dollar amount in total monthly benefits received was
$55,905,731,000, of which $39,020,920,000 went to retirees.
In Minnesota’s 8th Congressional District there were a total
of 145,146 receiving $152,127,000 in benefits. Retirees numbered 96,107 receiving $108,134,000. There were 20,597 disabled recipients, 12,059 widowed, 6,970 spouses, and 9,413
children covered. There were 103,365 beneficiaries 65 or older.
In Wisconsin’s 7th Congressional District there were a total
of 147,159 receiving $155,008,000 in benefits. Retirees numbered 100,119 receiving $113,366,000. There were 18,645 disabled recipients, 12,364 widowed, 6,730 spouses, and 9,301
children covered. There were 106,899 beneficiaries 65 or older.

It’s Better...Keep It Local!

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER

Michael P. Cascino, Esq.

292,305 on Social Security here

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.

Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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Rep. Cravaack taken to task for vote that slashes Pell Grant funding

Rep. Chip Cravaack has
been taking a lot of heat for his
votes since he started representing Minnesota’s 8th Congressional District in the U.S.
House of Representatives in
January.
On March 3 in UMD’s
Kirby Student Center his vote
to slash funding for Pell Grants
had students, faculty, staff, and
city councilors all upset.
Speakers also called on their
elected representatives to
rethink their priorities and consider cutting the deficit by closing tax loopholes and subsidies
for multimillionaires and corporations, rather than by bankrupting college students and
their families.
Cravaack and almost all of
his Republican colleagues in
Congress voted in the wee
hours of the night Feb. 19 for a
spending proposal that cut $5.7
billion out of the Pell Grant
program, which assures access
to college for 9.4 million
Americans, including 3000 students at UMD.
If the Republican spending
plan becomes law, Pell Grant
recipients in Minnesota will
drop from 148,629 for 20112012 to 153 for that same period. The average grant for each
of those students will drop
from $3,923 to just $645.
The budget also eviscerated
funding for Head Start, elementary and secondary education, community health centers,
and more, while leaving
untouched the host of tax

breaks, loopholes and subsidies
that, for example, have multimillionaire hedge fund managers paying a lower income
tax rate than the people who
clean their offices.
Scott Laderman, UMD’s
faculty union, Univeristy Education Association, Information Officer, said Cravaack’s
attack on students isn’t about
fiscal responsibility. He said
Congress could increase taxes
on the wealthiest two percent,
and cut military spending, “but
instead they attack the poor,
working class, middle class,
and the chance for students to
go to college. They’re destroying the idea of the public good
and making us fight for
scraps.”
City Councilor Jackie
Halberg, who is a student in
UMD’s Masters in Advocacy
and Political Leadership program said “the soul of our
country is sick” as seen by the
votes for legislation that “systematically disenfranchise all
of us.” That’s why she stepped
up to go into public service she
said.
Council President Sharla
Gardner said we’re always told
to “pull ourselves up by our
bootstraps but they’ve taken
away our bootstraps.” What the
Republican votes have done is
waken up a lot of people she
said.
Councilor Jeff Anderson
said during his campaign Cravaack said he didn’t want to
“kick the can down the road”

but that’s what he’s doing to
education, the poor, and elderly. Cravaack’s vote will be devastating to northeast Minnesota’s most vulnerable he said.
“Students at UMD and students all around America are
the future of our economy,
society, and country,” said
Zack Filipovich, who leads
UMD’s College Democrats. “It
only makes sense to give these
future leaders an opportunity to
get a quality education. Pell
Grants are one major component of making that opportunity of a quality education possi- University Education Assn.’s Scott Laderman, along with
ble for so many want-to-be stu- city councilors Jeff Anderson, Sharla Gardner, Jackie
Halberg, and student leaders said Rep. Cravaack’s votes
dents, need-to-be students.”
are attacking the most vulnerable in society.

Labor left off UM Board of Regents by GOP
The Minnesota AFL-CIO
sharply criticized the legislature’s decision to keep a labor
representative off the University of Minnesota Board of
Regents. The Feb. 21 decision
breaks with the tradition of giving labor a voice on the board.
“The campuses of the
University of Minnesota play a
key role in educating our state’s
workforce and driving business
innovation,” said fed President
Shar Knutson. “It’s just plain

wrong that working Minnesotans will no longer have a say
in how the University is run.”
Current Minnesota AFLCIO Secretary-Treasurer Steve
Hunter has served as an atlarge Regent since his bipartisan appointment in 2005.
Previous union Regents include Minnesota AFL-CIO officers Sec-Treas. George Lawson, 1933-1959; VP Robert
Hess, 1959–1967; Sec-Treas..
Neil Sherburne, 1969-1981;

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

On March 4, Dr. Lendley C. “Lynn” Black, right, was inYour local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
stalled as the 9th chancellor of the University of Minnesota than mail order. We are always available to answer
Duluth. A month earlier Dr. Black met for lunch with members of this area’s labor movement along with Greg Fox (in your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.
sweater), Vice Chancellor of Finance and Operations, who For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com
has been a great friend of labor. All bargaining units at
Pinetree Plaza
UMD along with the Building Trades were at the lunch,
Inside Super One Foods
which covered labor management relations to Regents’
appointments to hockey. Dr. Black said his father was an
Cloquet, MN
IBEW member in Memphis and received a lot of help from
218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
his union following an injury that led to an early death. “I
Store
hours:
Mon-Fri
9am
8pm
• Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
understand the importance of unions,” Dr. Black said.
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Pres. David Roe, 1981-1993;
and Sec-Treas. Bill Peterson,
1993 until his death in 2000.
The GOP-controlled legislature voted to replace Hunter
with
former
Republican
Legislator Laura Brod, and
appointed former Republican
House Speaker and Pawlenty
administration official Steve
Sviggum to the board.
“Republican leaders have
decided to take the partisan low
road and reward their political
allies,” added Knutson.
David McMillan is the new
8th Congressional District Regent. He is the Executive VP of
Minnesota Power and Sr. VP of
Marketing, Regulatory, Legislative and Public Affairs and
Rates for ALLETE. He
received his undergraduate
degree from UMD.
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Effort to boycott products that make Koch brothers rich gaining steam
By Lauren Kelley
http://www.alternet.org
Over the past few weeks,
the billionaire Koch brothers
and their front groups have
steadily
increased
their
involvement in Wisconsin Gov.
Scott Walker's efforts to strip
state workers of their collective
bargaining rights. The Kochs'
outsized wealth and influence
are forces to be reckoned with;
that's why we should all be
grateful that a Koch backlash,
including a boycott of Koch
Industries' products, has started
picking up steam.
AlterNet has been keeping a
close eye on the Koch-financed
support for Walker's anti-union
campaign. As we reported last
week, Walker is deep in the
pocket of the Kochs, having
received some $43,000 from
Koch Industries while running
for governor in 2010. Once

Walker was elected, he made
sure to take care of his
friends/financiers, giving out
massive tax breaks to Koch
Industries, and more recently,
launching the ongoing effort to
quash Wisconsin union workers' rights.
As AlterNet's Washington
bureau chief Adele Stan puts it,
Walker is “carrying out the
wishes of his corporate master.” But why are the brothers
Koch so interested in stifling
labor rights in Wisconsin? For
one thing, they have significant
business interests in the region,
with at least 17 facilities and
offices in the state and some
4,000 miles of pipeline through
Koch Pipeline Company, L.P.
Also, the Kochs recognize that
the outcome of the battle in
Wisconsin could have national
implications: if Walker wins,
workers elsewhere might be

less inclined to put up a fight.
And that would be good for the
Kochs' bottom line.
With the almighty dollar at
stake, the Koch-funded astroturf group Americans for
Prosperity has launched a proWalker campaign, comprised
of a propaganda-filled Web site
and petition, at least $342,000
worth of ad time on network
and cable TV, and anti-union
rallies at the Wisconsin state
capitol building, for which
AFP paid to bus in Tea Partiers.
AlterNet also reported late

last week that two of Rupert
Murdoch's Wall Street Journal
columnists are fronting for
AFP and ginning up support for
the union-busting cause as
well.
Did the Kochs think no one
would notice or care about the
influence of AFP and Koch
Industries in Wisconsin? If so,
they were wrong. Word of a
Koch Industries boycott is
starting to spread around the
progressive blogosphere. Daily
Kos community site blogger
geebeegee has a rather giant

roundup of Koch products and
notes, “Their major holdings
are very difficult to boycott -other than the promotion of
clean energy and environmental laws, you may be stuck buying their energy products,
directly or indirectly. However,
they do produce some consumer products that you should
put to memory to NEVER purchase again.”
There's also a Boycott and
Defeat
Koch
Industries
Facebook page that offers the
same information and more.

BOYCOTT Koch Bros. products
Angel Soft toilet paper
Brawny paper towels
Dixie plates, bowls, napkins and cups
Mardi Gras napkins and towels
Quilted Northern toilet paper
Soft 'n Gentle toilet paper
Sparkle napkins
Vanity fair napkins
Zee napkins
Georgia-Pacific paper products and envelopes
All Georgia-Pacific lumber and building products:
Dense Armor Drywall and Decking
ToughArmor Gypsum board
Georgia pacific Plytanium Plywood
Flexrock
Densglass sheathing
G/P Industrial plasters (some used by crafters)
FibreStrong Rim board
G/P Lam board
Blue Ribbon OSB Rated Sheathing
Blue Ribbon Sub-floor
DryGuard Enhanced OSB
Nautilus Wall Sheathing
Thermostat OSB Radiant Barrier Sheathing
Broadspan Engineered Wood Products
XJ 85 I-Joists
FireDefender Banded Cores, FS, & Mineral Core
Hardboard, Thin MDF including Auto Hardboard

It can be quite a task to put everything back together after an
accidental injury. The pain, both physical and ﬁnancial, of the hurt
can block your enjoyment of life. To whom do you turn for help
putting what's broken back together?
As one of Minnesota's busiest and most successful injury
law ﬁrms, we've helped thousands of accident victims get fair
compensation for their injuries, pain and suﬀering.
After their legal problems are resolved, they begin to build a
better tomorrow.
Call our Experienced Team for a FREE consultation!

BOB FALSANI

JIM BALMER

JIM PETERSON

SEAN QUINN

ERIC BEYER

STEPHANIE BALMER

WI Labor History conf. 4/16
The timing couldn’t be better for the 30th Annual Conference
of the Wisconsin Labor History Society Saturday, April 16 at the
United Way of Dane County, 2059 Atwood Ave., Madison.
“Labor and the Wisconsin Idea” will look at how labor and
the state were shaped by reform minded progressive and socialist attitudes and coalitions, as well as look to the future. The
WLHS annual meeting begins at 3 p.m. after the conference.
Cost is $30, which includes lunch and materials. Students and
the unemployed can participate for $10. Deadline is April 10.
For more info visit http://wisconsinlaborhistory.org
PAGE 8

LABOR WORLD NEWS, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2011

