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Recall election June 5 huge for nation
After almost a year and a
half of turmoil, Wisconsin voters will take an historic step
Tuesday, June 5 when they
decide whether or not to recall
Republican Governor Scott
Walker. This will be the state’s
first attempt to recall their governor. Only two states have
actually done it – California in
VOL. 118 2003 and North Dakota in
NO. 22 1921.

An Injury to One is an Injury to All!
WEDNESDAY
MAY 23, 2012

Area DFL politicians and Building Trades leaders greeted and thanked Governor Mark
Dayton May 15 at the Duluth Airport as he flew around the state to discuss the past legislative session. Sen. David Tomassoni (back to camera) said Dayton did a superb job of
“quarterbacking the session” and getting jobs through his bonding and stadium efforts.

Dayton, DFL salvage some jobs in session
Governor Mark Dayton
conducted a feel good fly
around Minnesota May 15 to
discuss the legislative session.
At the Duluth Airport he was
greeted by area DFL legislators
and a dozen Building Trades
leaders, who all seemed a little
amazed, and very grateful, for
how a “do-nothing” session
was salvaged. They all gave
Dayton the credit.
“Republican legislators didn’t think anything was important, just like at the end of session last year,” said Tom Bakk,
Senate Caucus leader. “But
tens of thousands of workers
will be back to work with the
bonding...same with the stadium.”
The session began Jan. 24
with everyone talking about the
need to create jobs. The
Republican majority that controlled the Senate and House,
however, soon forgot about
jobs as they sought to give big

business more tax breaks, put
constitutional amendments on
the November ballot to turn
Minnesota into a right-to-work
state, budget amendments that
would make governing more
difficult, a ban on same-sex
marriage, and require a photo
ID to vote. They succeeded on
the last two.
In the closing days of the
session that ended May 10
Dayton and DFL leaders were
able to get a bonding bill and a
Vikings stadium bill passed.
“Those aren’t bills, or
words, they’re jobs that allow
people to work and realize and
their hopes and dreams,”
Dayton said. “I heard more
about Wade Stadium from your
delegation than the other stadium,” he said to a chorus of
“Thank yous!” and applause
from the crowd.
The $496 million bonding
bill will allow Duluth to build a
$27.5 million Multimodal
Transportation Center at 3rd
Avenue West and Michigan St.
that has been in the works since
former Congressman Jim
Oberstar kick started with $16
million in federal money in
2010.
Legislators said it was
Dayton’s leadership and a
majority of votes from the DFL
minority that carried the day
for the bonding bill and the
Vikings stadium.
Rep. Mary Murphy was
happy to have the Vikings sta-

Voters will decide between
the ultra conservative, deep
pocketed Walker and Democrat
Tom Barrett, the mayor of
Milwaukee, who won the May
8 Democratic Primary over
four challengers. Kathleen
Falk, who was endorsed by the
AFL-CIO, came in a distant
second.
Walker defeated Barrett in
the 2010 governor’s race by
124,638 votes. There were
27,588 votes cast for other candidates.
Much has changed since
Nov. 2, 2010 including who
Scott Walker is. He danced
nicely in that campaign but
once in office he undertook a
strategy that attacked public
workers collective bargaining
as his first salvo against all
workers. He attacked public
education, the poor, those without health care. He rewarded
the rich and promised 250,000
jobs only to have Wisconsin
lead the nation in jobless under
his administration. No one saw
it coming from candidate
Walker, who hoodwinked
many to get in a position to
reward the few.
But the protests that overtook Madison and the state
have subsided considerably
and many fear Walker has a
chance to prevail June 5 after
everyone considering him unelectable during the trouble of
the past year. Polls show the
candidates in nearly a dead
heat. Recall activities have died
down since over a million voters signed petitions to recall
Walker, almost the same number as votes he received in

2010. But Walker is a star on
the national scene for his antilabor agenda, and raised $25
million in just weeks for his
recall campaign.
Meanwhile
Democratic
phone banks and door to door
canvassing have had trouble
recruiting volunteers. Douglas
County has the lowest turnout
in the state. Whether that matters in the voting booth June 5
is anyone’s guess.
At a Superior labor rally for
Barrett May 9, the day after he
won the Democratic Primary,
retired teachers Judy Hack and
Philip Anderson tried to excite
the crowd of only 70 to participate in getting out the vote.
Senator Bob Jauch said the
county needed to deliver
18,000 votes for Barrett.
“This is Labor’s Gettysburg,” Jauch told the gathering.
“But this isn’t about union versus non-union, it’s about collective bargaining for sure, but
it’s about 100 years of tradition
and hard work that made
Wisconsin a great state.
“It’s going to be a long hard
fight and it’s important to the
nation – that’s why Walker has
raised so much money.”
Jauch paused to be heard
over the horn honking in support of the Recall Walker signs
that were being waved at rush
hour motorists.
“The horn honking is
incredible,” Jauch yelled.
Rep. Nick Milroy said
Wisconsin elected someone in
Walker they didn’t think they
were electing.
“Walker didn’t campaign on

dium fight in the rear view mirror. “It wouldn’t be a healthy
legislative session with the
issue on the table for one more
year.” She said the campaign
starts now for the next session
that begins Jan. 8.
“I hope people realize how
the last two years went and
now we need new people for
jobs, education, and health
care,” Murphy said of the
Republican majority.
Not only was it salvaging
jobs in the bonding and stadiSee Wisconsin...page 5
um bills that made for a palatable session, but fighting off
the Republican agenda and
Dayton’s vetoes, made things
much better than they may
have been.
Labor responded with a
blitzkrieg when the GOP tried
to get a right-to-work bill on
the ballot as a constitutional
amendment on the Nov. 6 ballot for voters to decide.
“They wised up,” Dayton
said of Republicans who pulled
the RTW legislation.
The outpouring of opposition from union members and
their families made the GOP
leadership realize they had
trouble even within their own
ranks in this election year.
Rep. Tom Huntley praised
Dayton for this leadership on
the Health & Human Services
bill and for getting a lot of bad
things out of the bill that he Labor and other Recall Walker activists rallied May 9, the
signed.
day after Wisconsin’s Recall Democratic Primary, on behalf
See Dayton...page 7
of Tom Barrett, who will face Walker in June 5’s election.

Jump in with Labor Day Picnic volunteers

Central Body screens June 14

Volunteers are working
harder, and earlier, than ever
this year to ensure the success
of the Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body’s Labor Day
Picnic at Bayfront Park.

The Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body will screen candidates for Minnesota legislative races Thursday, June 14
beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Duluth Labor Temple’s
Wellstone Hall prior to their regular monthly meeting.
The districts that fall under the CLB’s jurisdiction are
Senate District 7, House District 7A, 7B and 3B.
Duluth’s District 7 did not get changed during redistricting
following the 2010 U.S. Census. Senator Roger Reinert is
seeking re-election as are representatives Tom Huntley (7A)
and Kerry Gauthier (7B). All three are AFL-CIO endorsed.
House District 3B is a new district that has Rep. Mary
Murphy as its incumbent. She formerly represented District
6B. Her new district extends from the St. Louis/Carlton county line just west of the Midway Road to Two Harbors across
the top of Duluth. She is AFL-CIO endorsed.
The Minnesota AFL-CIO determines which seats are given
to which central bodies.
The filing period for all candidates with Secretary of State
Mark Ritchie’s office is Tuesday, May 22 to Tuesday, June 5.

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., May 29
1:00 p.m.
Radisson Duluth’s
JJ Astor (on top)
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

With retirees Alan Netland,
AFSCME Local 66, and Terri
Newman, CWA Local 9214,
recruiting volunteers and leading the way, the picnic committee has had two very productive meetings already. (Truth
be told Netland is partly retired
as he is president of the North
East Area Labor Council,
which is like a full time job.)
The next meeting is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
June 14 in Wellstone Hall of
the Duluth Labor Temple.
“We can use all the help we
can get,” said Netland. “Our
picnic is a huge production to
pull off with volunteers so
thousands of people can come
and enjoy themselves and eat

SHEET METAL
WORKERS Local #10
Duluth, Superior, Iron
Range, Bemidji & Retirees

and drink for free. We're
always trying to make it a more
family friendly event, which it
should be, but it has increased
the workload.”
He said the better the preparation is the better the picnic
will be. Volunteers are needed
now, for set up on Labor Day,
during the four hours of the
picnic, and for take down at the
end. Decide where you fit in.
Buying supplies and paying
for vendors, insurance, and
permits is expensive for the
annual event that depends solely on donations to exist.
Donations of any amount
can be made out, and sent to,
Labor Day Picnic, Room 110,
2002 London Road, Duluth,
MN 55812.

Correction:
Darin Slack

We feel terrible at the Labor
World for the bad mistake we
Dennis Marchetti is retiring. I am running for made twice in headlines in the
business rep. and asking for your vote in June. last issue that had the wrong
name for Darin Slack, a member of Painters & Allied Trades
Local 106, who lost his life at
ATTN. RETIREES: YOUR VOTE COUNTS! work last year. We apologize to
family, friends and union
George Sundstrom endorses Doug Christy! his
and will do better in the future.

Please Vote 4 Douglas D. Christy

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, June 12, 2012, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, June 5, 1:00 p.m.
Breeze Inn

WISCONSIN VOTERS: NOW IS OUR TIME!
RECALL WALKER! RECLAIM OUR STATE!

On Tuesday, June 5th
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please vote, and make sure
every eligible voter in your
household votes Democratic!

8

Tom BARRETT
Governor
barrettforwisconsin.com

8

Mahlon MITCHELL
Lieutenant Governor
mahlonmitchell.com

Restore the
Pride in the
Progressive
Traditions
of our
Great State!

If you will be 18 on June 5, 2012 and have been a Wisconsin resident
for 28 days you can vote on election day June 5. You can register to
vote on election day if you have an identification card issued by a
Wisconsin government body, a utility bill, paycheck, or other ID.
Learn about getting a free Wisconsin ID card at the DOT website:
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/drivers/apply/idcard.htm.
The Wisconsin Government Accountability Board’s website at
www.gab.wi.gov has all your voting information, or call the Superior
Clerk’s office 395-7200 or Douglas County Auditor, 395-1341.
Paid for by the Superior Federation of Labor
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Don’t vote for Scott Walker
This has gotten scary. It
makes me hope I’ve fallen into
a temporary “oh ye of little
faith” chasm that I’ll be able to
crawl out of on June 6.
We’re hoping voters will
bounce back from the stinkin’
thinkin’ that’s been going on in
recent elections. They started
voting for change big time in
2010, got it, and now we hope
they don’t like what they see
because it wasn’t a “what you
see is what you get” scenario.
Conservatives came to power
with a playbook handed down
to them telling them how to
cripple their opponents, stifle
voter turnout, shackle the legislative process, hamstring
government and make it look
useless, take away rights, and
reward their benefactors. But
voters should really be asking
about jobs, education, and
health care and they’ll find that
those issues aren’t important to
Republicans. Those issues help
too many people.

Education is the key for
businesses to hire skilled workers but the GOP doesn’t even
believe in that. Well, not public
education. They can get traction with such poor ideology
because only perhaps 20% of
households have students in
public schools, and they’ve
made public a bad word.
I’m worried about Walker
winning his recall election.
Wisconsin hasn’t shown a
propensity to throw the bums
out. Prosser won for the
Supreme Court. Republicans
still control the Senate after
recall elections. Money
2012 Labor World Issues earlier
talks to much in politics.
June 6, 27 (116th Anniversary);
Has the bought and paid for
July 11, 25;
Aug. 8, 29; message that public employees
Sept. 12, 26;
Oct. 10 31; and unionized workers are the
Nov. 14, 28;
Dec. 19. “haves” of society really influenced a majority of voters? Do
LABOR WORLD
people really not believe
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
semi-monthly except one issue in Wisconsin is in worse shape
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think we’ll be the cream that
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rises to the top, hell with everyDuluth MN 55806.
one else? Do 80% of us really
POSTMASTER:
think we’re in the top 20%?
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd., Have we forgotten what “for
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 the common good” did in making society a better place to live
6
7
and work?
(218) 728-4469
It seems Congressman
FAX: (218) 724-1413
David Obey saw it coming
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
when he decided not to run for
www.laborworld.org
re-election as the powerful
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
House Appropriation’s Chair.
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body
Is that climate still there?
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Seeing Reps. Hilty and RukaLarry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager
vina retire from the MN LegisDeborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper
lature may make you think so.
Board of Directors
The disappearance of
Pres./Treas. Mikael Sundin,
engaged citizens in Douglas
Painters & Allied Trades 106; County for all things recall has
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED
destroyed a lot of the faith I had
1710; Sec. Jayme McKenna,
just a month ago that Walker
AFSCME 66; Al LaFrenier,
Workers’ United Midwest Bd; would be recalled. Hopefully
I’m not getting a true sampling
Mike Kuitu, Operating
and canvassing has really
Engineers 49; Dan O’Neill,
Plumbers & Steamfitters 11;
picked up according to the
Steve Risacher, Carpenters
AFL-CIO’s Todd Anderson.
361; Dan Leslie, IBEW 31;
Sen. Jauch said Douglas

~NOTICE~

Stacy Spexet, USW 9460
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Editor:
This letter is for those who think Wisconsin Republican
Governor Scott Walker is doing a good job cutting taxes, reducing government, and balancing the budget. Think again.
Walker’s out-of-state, Koch brothers agenda will not be good for
you either.
After breaking public unions, he will pass right-to-work laws
for the private sector. Unions set the standard for decent pay,
benefits and fair treatment. We are all better off because of
unions.
Republican conservatives seldom reduce the cost of government. They do increase the number of political appointees
instead of civil service employees. They increase contracting out
of public services. This costs taxpayers more. It creates profits
for politically connected companies, reduces services, and
increases corruption.
Your taxes are unlikely to drop. Your property taxes will go
up to make up for the reduced state aid. Fees will increase for car
registration, school extras, hunting licenses, and building permits. Your garbage pick up or municipal utility fees will go up
after privatization. Everyone’s health care costs will increase
because 64,000 people will use the emergency room instead of
Badger Care.
Walker’s extreme austerity will prolong the recession rather
than creating jobs. Good roads, schools, parks, police, and fire
departments are the base of a strong economy and business
growth. All these are deteriorating. Cut government and you cut
the economy.
Walker‘s “divide and conquer” program of attacking teachers
and public employees may sound good, but we need policies that
lift everyone’s boat, including your own. Think again before you
vote for Walker.
Philip Anderson, AFT-WI Retiree, Maple, WI

County needs to deliver 18,000
votes for Tom Barrett. That’s a
small number when he’ll need
well over a million to win.
C’mon Wisconsin, we’re
pulling for you, the nation’s
pulling for you. Pull this one
out and change the political climate for all of us that believe in
opportunity for all, that believe
in government. Continue the
change that erupted in Egypt,
that dismissed austerity in
France’s elections.
Things don’t have to be this
bleak. 99% of us shouldn’t be
trampled under 1% of feet and
fortunes. It’s about voting and
~Press Associate’s Inc’s Washington Window
getting every eligible voter you
know to vote. There’s a reason
Leave it to Governor Scott Walker, R-Wis., to reveal almost
conservatives are trying to sti- the entire Radical Right agenda. But maybe he’s done us a
fle voting. They’re not on the favor: Now we know what we’re really up against:
side of the masses. Good luck,
• He killed collective bargaining rights for 200,000 state and
Wisconsin, we’re pulling for local government employees;
you, go get ’em, go vote.
• Tax cuts for the rich and higher taxes for the rest of us;
• Taking state health care from well over 60,000;
This Day In History
• Dumping civil service job protections and returning to the
www.workdayminnesota.org discredited, corrupt spoils system of the 1800s. Walker’s done
that for 38 top-level jobs;
M ay 22, 1934 - The
• Taxpayer-paid vouchers accompanying students in private
“Battle of Deputies Run”
schools,
combined with cuts in funds for public schools.
took place in Minneapolis, as
• His attacks on teachers include not recognizing pay scales
strikers routed police and a
Citizen’s Alliance mob, killing for teachers with Masters Degrees;
• Walker repealed Wisconsin’s Equal Pay enforcement law;
two people in the milestone
Minneapolis Teamster truck• A ban on insurers in Wisconsin providing coverage for aborers strike of 1934. For more tions to people who get coverage through the state-run
go to www.mnhs.org/library exchanges due to be established under the Obama administra/tips/history_topics/81
tion’s health care law.
truckers strike.html
• Invasion of doctor-patient privacy, again in Wisconsin, in
M ay 23, 1933 - The "Battle reproductive rights.
of Toledo" erupted when
• “Court reform,” which is
sheriffs' deputies arrested
called “tort reform,” to limit
several picket leaders at the citizens’ access to courts, and
Auto-Lite plant in Toledo,
damages they get when they
Ohio, and beat an old man.
win.
For seven hours, a crowd of
• Only abstinence-only sex
10,000 blockaded the plant
education in schools.
and prevented strikebreakers
• He’s moving to privatize
from leaving. The crowd was the state’s retirement program;
dispersed with tear gas and
• Walker sent a so-called
water hoses and the next day “Voter Photo ID” law, the
the National Guard was
toughest in the country,
called in. Despite the killing
through the GOP-run legisla- Full Circle Massage
of two protesters by the
ture, but two federal judges
in the Labor Temple
Guard, the strikers held firm. halted its imposition, for now.
After two weeks, they won
Time to go out and fight and
recognition of their union
vote.
www.fullcircleduluth.net
and a 5 percent pay hike.

Walker’s radical agenda

Treat Yourself

Help Your Body
218-428-2858
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Rep. Tom Rukavina retiring

“Retiring” has never been a word used to describe state
Representative Tom Rukavina of Pike Township and Virginia,
MN. But as of May 3 he says that’s what he’s doing
Rukavina has represented District 5A since 1986 and has
always easily won his elections. He only had one DFL Primary
Election, in 1994, and won with 82% of the vote. He actually ran
for the first time in 1982 in the DFL Primary against Rep.
Dominic Elioff and lost by only 12 votes.
Workers, unions, and legislators never had to guess whose
side Rukavina was on. If he
was ever questioned on the
subject he would embark on a
diatribe that could burn hair.
He was loved for it, even by
his victims.
Rukavina will be missed for
unabashedly fighting for all
workers, unions, the poor, public
education,
Buying
American, and everything else
that creates opportunities for
the American people. A UMD
political science graduate,
In this 2004 Labor World Rukavina was presented with a
photo Rep. Tom Rukavina “Distinquished Alumni” award
displays a 1962 letter to the in 2008 for his work on behalf
editor he carries in his wallet of the university, perhaps the
that his USW father wrote first lumberjack so recognized.
voicing concerns about jobs
Redistricting makes his old
being moved overseas, CEO District 5A now District 6B,
compensation, and the lack which comes as far south as
of loyalty management has Fredenberg, Grand Lake, and
for their workers. He was Industrial townships just outside
speaking at an Iron World Duluth. It reaches nearly to
rally called because Cleve- Tower, west almost to Kinney,
land Cliffs had threatened to east to Hoyt Lakes.
use scabs if they didn’t get
Earlier this year another
contracts from four bargain- great defender of the people,
ing units. It didn’t happen. Rep. Bill Hilty, also retired.

No endorsement for 6B seat
Rep. Tom Rukavina announcing his retirement just 16 days
before the DFL Senate District 6 convention had many scratching their heads as to what is happening on the Iron Range. Little
time was available for candidates to jump in.
Announcing so far for the seat have been Jason Metsa, Field
Coordinator for the North East Area Labor Council, and Lorrie
Janatopoulos, Planning Director at Arrowhead Economic
Opportunity Agency, who unsuccessfully challenged St. Louis
County Commissioner Keith Nelson last year. Metsa came within one vote of securing the endorsement Saturday after five ballots, which had been the maximum number allowed.
“I’m happy with the labor support I’ve received already,” said
Metsa, “and I’m looking forward to even more.”
Candidates have until June 5 to file for the seat, which will be
contested in August 14 Primary Election. Sen. David Tomassoni
and Rep. Carly Melin (6A) were endorsed

Sheet Metal Local 10

Business Representative

Dennis Marchetti’s
Retirement Dinner
Saturday, June 9

Radisson Hotel – Duluth
He’s getting younger!

Cocktails 6–7 p.m.
Dinner 7 p.m.
Menu: Chicken, Walleye, 8oz Sirloin

Make checks payable ($30/plate, specify entree) to
George A. Sundstrom and mail by May 31 to: George
Sundstrom, 1966 Old North Shore Rd, Duluth, MN 55804
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Carpenters 361, Cement Masons 633, Laborers 1091, and Ironworkers 512 members have
been picketing a new Dollar Tree store project in Superior by project manager GM
Northrup of the Twin Cities, who hired non-union Bohmann Concrete of Hayward, WI.

Sundin gets DFL endorsement in Dist. 11A
As he had predicted, Mike
Sundin earned the DFL
endorsement for the open seat
in the Minnesota House of
Representatives District 11A
contest Saturday. He even predicted it would come on the
fifth ballot at the Senate
District 11 convention in
Barnum.
“We have a great team and
we’ve worked hard at gaining
delegates since we were the
first to jump into the race after
redistricting,” an elated and
relieved Sundin said. “We had
packed sandwiches and a cooler because we didn’t plan on
leaving Barnum without our
party’s endorsement.”
The endorsement process
was a four person race.
Pete Radosevich dropped
after the first ballot and threw
his support to Sundin.
Jesse Berglund dropped out
after the third ballot.
Sundin lead on all five ballots and won with 62 votes
after the fifth ballot, when
Byron Kuster conceded with
49 votes. Berglund moved for
endorsement of Sundin, which
was seconded by Kuster’s campaign manager Erik Peterson.
Kuster was endorsed by his
union, Education Minnesota.
All three of Sundin’s opponents have stated they will
abide by the endorsement
process and not run in the
August 14 Primary. Filings
don’t close until June 5, leaving plenty of time for candidates to step forward.
Curiously absent from the
convention was Cloquet mayor
Bruce Ahlgren, who has
announced for the seat, leaving
some to wonder if he will run
as a Democrat, Republican or
an Independent. No matter how
he files he will automatically

create a Primary contest as all
those parties have other
announced candidates.
A 34-year member of
Painters & Allied Trades Local
106, Sundin, 54, is the northern
Minnesota Business Market
Development Consultant for
the Painters & Allied Trades
District Council 82. He has a
long history in DFL politics
and the labor movement.
The new redistricting maps
were released Feb. 21 and
Sundin announced Feb. 27.
District 11A is all of Carlton
County plus the Pine County
townships of Kerrick (but not
the town) and Windemere, and
the St. Louis County townships

of Brevator, Stony Brook,
Culver, and the northern part of
Arrowhead. Parts of Carlton
County had been represented
by Mary Murphy and Bill Hilty
but redistricting has move
those seats out of Carlton
County. Hilty has announced
his retirement for what would
have been the new District 11B
seat. No endorsement was
given in that race where former
representative Tim Faust, Tom
Ladwig, Jr. and Nathan
Johnson have announced as
DFL candidates.
Also endorsed without
opposition was Senator Tony
Lourey.

Trades endorse Dahlberg
At their May 15 meeting the Duluth Building and
Construction Trades Council endorsed St. Louis County
Commissioner Chris Dahlberg in his re-election campaign.
President Craig Olson said the decision to endorse came easily for his members based on Dahlberg’s strong commitment
toward working men and women of the Northland. Olson said
Dahlberg’s leadership on a number of issues were particularly
important to Trades members:
(1) support of Project Labor Agreements;
(2) commitment to maintaining a strong infrastructure of
roads, bridges and public buildings;
(3) support for the industrial and manufacturing sector;
(4) success in holding the line on government spending and
taxes; and,
(5) willingness to question process regarding awarding of
contracts affecting organized labor.
The Duluth Building and Construction Trades Councils has
16 locals and several thousand members.

Rick Prebich
Rachel Sullivan
Carly Melin
LAW OFFICES OF RICHARD E. PREBICH
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
1932 Second Avenue East
Hibbing, MN 55746

218-262-6601
www.prebichlaw.com
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Gov. Walker: “You divide and you conquer”
attack on all of us. That is unleashed his attacks on public
why when Gov. Scott Walker employees last year, private
sector union members, nonunion members and community members alike rushed to the
Capitol in solidarity to join in
their fight to kill the bill. Now,
we have proof that destroying
collective bargaining rights is
just the “first step” in Gov.
Walker’s plot to bust unions
and cripple the middle class.
A new video obtained by
the
Milwaukee
Journal
Sentinel shows Gov. Walker
telling his single largest donor,
Diane Hendricks, that destroying collective bargaining for
public workers is just the "first
step" of his “divide and conquer” plan.
“Any chance we’ll ever get
to be a completely red state and
work on these unions...and
become a right-to-work?"
asked Hendricks.
“The first step,” Walker
replied, “is we’re going to deal
with collective bargaining for
Roger Johnson, Whistlin’ Bill Anderson, Mike Sundin (pic- all public employee unions,
tured), and Craig Polling of Painters & Allied Trades Local because you use divide and
106 volunteered and repainted the Northland Vietnam conquer.”
It can’t be any clearer, Gov.
Veterans Memorial on the Lakewalk Tuesday in time for
Walker
does the bidding of his
Memorial Day. The Memorial was built with all volunteer
labor by members of Duluth Building & Construction campaign contributors and puts
Trades Council affiliated unions and dedicated in 1992. their needs before the needs of
the people of Wisconsin. His
IUPAT Local 106 members painted it in 2005 as well.
divide and conquer "leader...from page 1 ship" has lead Wisconsin to be
taking away collective bargaining rights,” Milroy told the dead last in job creation. On
crowd. “Now we have the only governor with a criminal defense June 5, make history and recall
fund...(but) he has a lot of support that will follow him until he Gov. Walker.
http://www.youtube.com/
hurts all workers. We have to get all one million petition signers
watch?feature=player_embed
to vote!”
Young Wyatt Mitchell was holding a sign that said “I am the ded&v=sX69a45LFLI has the
future.” Jauch asked Mitchell to join Milroy and himself as they video filmed by Brad Lichtenstein as part of his documenwere addressing the crowd.
“This is for him, not the union bosses, it’s for his future, it’s tary “As Goes Janesville.”
~Wisconsin State AFL-CIO
an election of callousness versus compassion...they want to
throw out all we’ve done to
make our middle class.”
Jauch has survived a misguided recall himself after
organizers ended their campaign short of signatures in the
60-day period.
On June 5 Madison Fire
Fighter Mahlon Mitchell will
also be a Democratic candidate
trying to unseat recalled
Republican Lieutenant Governor Rebecca Kleefisch.
Four Republican senators
are also in recall elections that Sunrise Memorial
Cemetery
could change their majority in
the state senate and the tone of
Funeral Home
Sen. Jauch had Wyatt Mit- government in the state.
& Cremation
chell join him and Rep. Mil- Republicans have an 18-17
roy at a May 9 rally for Tom majority over Democrats.
“No one thought we’d get a
Barrett, who the Democratic Recall Primary Election recall,” Jauch said in finishing 4798 Miller Trunk Hwy.
the day before to earn the the rally. “We are making his- Hermantown, MN 55811
right to challenge Scott tory with our struggle. We’ll
Free Graves for Veterans
create history in our success.”
Walker again.
We’ve always known that
an attack on one of us is an

Wisconsin recall on

Proud to use
Union Labor

When the Gary New Duluth Veterans Memorial is dedicated Memorial Day at 9:00 a.m. it will be thanks to many volunteers who helped make it happen. They include Jim
Petrich and Darik Carlson, pictured here, Joel Conley,
Brian Johnson, Jim Morris, and Jim Brown of IBEW Local
242. The skilled, licensed electricians of IBEW 242 have
volunteered to bring many projects home, especially for
Veterans. The inset photo is how the memorial will look at
night thanks to the IBEW Local 242 members. The
Memorial is in front of Stowe School on Commonwealth
Avenue. It began as a World War II Memorial and lists the
many Gary New Duluth Veterans who served and those
who died in service to their country.

ATTENTION ~ SHEET METAL

WORKERS LOCAL #10

V OT E

DEAN

THRUN
Business

Representative

Duluth/Superior, Iron Range
Bemidji, and Retirees
• 18-year member of SMW 10
• Negotiating committee experience
• Practical leadership history with supervisory
experience working with owners, contractors
and trades’ members to bring projects full circle
• Well-spoken with positive energy and assertive
support of the SMWIA mission

218-727-6869 VOTE Dean THRUN in June in the
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election at your Local Union Hall
A Trained, Dedicated, Trusted, Leader
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Judge halts new NLRB union election rules because Republican didn’t vote
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
Teamsters President James
Hoffa and AFL-CIO General
Counsel Lynn Rhinehart, blasted a May 14 ruling by a federal judge in D.C., throwing out
the union election rules
changes the National Labor
Relations Board (NLRB)
recently implemented. The
changes, which the NLRB said
would help consolidate election-related hearings and litigation and lessen delays in certifying vote results, took effect
on April 30. But federal dis-

trict judge James Boasberg
halted the rules because the
NLRB didn’t have the required
3-member quorum to act.
The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and an allied antiunion Right Wing group sued
to stop the union election rules.
Boasberg said he wasn’t ruling
on the substance of the rules,
only the lack of quorum. The
NLRB had three members
when it voted on the rules: Two
Democrats and Republican
Brian Hayes. That’s enough
for a quorum on what would
ordinarily be a 5-member

Cloquet hosts rally May 30

The Grassroots Organizers are inviting everyone to join them
Wednesday, May 30, from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., as they rally in
Cloquet at Highway 33 and Cloquet Avenue.
They will demand that Congress: Tax the Rich, Strengthen
Social Security and Medicare, as they protest efforts to divide the
poor and middle class.
Signs will be available, but you are invited to use your own
imaginative, and bring your own tastefully worded signs.
At 6:00 p.m. at the end of the rally, a chili supper and forum
will be held upstairs of the Cloquet Labor Temple, 1403 Ave C.
Speakers will address the important issues of the day and
invite discussion on the presidential and other political races,
how to ensure that Minnesota’s progressive traditions are kept in
place, and what our member of Congress not doing for us and the
Republican attack on Medicare.

Lake Country Power
Members: E L E C T
Joseph “Dale” Long
Board of Directors
District 1

NLRB. But Hayes refused to
vote at all. Result, Boasberg
said: No quorum.
Hayes opposed the new
rules in prior ballots. The
NLRB argued that showed his
intent, and should count.
Boasberg said there must be
three actual votes on the new
rules, even if one was “no” or
“abstain.” The two Democrats
voted for the new rules.
“The judge based his ruling
on a technicality, saying the
NLRB didn’t have a quorum
when it approved the reforms,”
Hoffa said. “A Republican
member sat out the vote on the
proposed reform, though he

had publicly and stridently
opposed it, and was in office
when the regulations were
adopted.
“This is just another attack
on workers and the American
middle class. The decision lets
anti-worker extremists game
the system. It condones the
NLRB member’s neglect of his
duty. It gets in the way of the
NLRB’s ability to do its job,
which is to protect workers’
rights...The board and the
courts must reconsider this
issue as soon as possible so the
board can do its job,” Hoffa
concluded.
NLRB Chairman Mark

Gaston Pearce said the board is
reviewing Boasberg’s decision
and considering its response.
The judge said his ruling
isn’t the end of the story. “The
court emphasizes its ruling
need not necessarily spell the
end of the final rule for all time.
The court does not reach – and
expresses no opinion on –
plaintiffs’ other procedural and
substantive challenges, but it
may well be that, had a quorum
participated in its promulgation, the final rule would have
been found perfectly lawful.
Pearce said Boasberg’s ruling would affect about 150
elections.

IBEW Local 31 makes endorsements
IBEW Local 31’s Committee on Political Education
(COPE) has made a number of
endorsements on various levels
for elections in the region.
“Our COPE committee met
and discussed legislative races
and contests for boards of
directors for utilities we have
contracts with and we decided
that is in the best interest of our
working families to get
involved in some races right
now,” said IBEW 31 business
manager Mark Glazier.
The union gave an early
endorsement to Mike Sundin,
who is running for an open
Minnesota House of Representative’s seat in District 11A.
That seat covers all of Carlton
County and a few townships in
St. Louis and Pine counties.
Sundin is a member of
Painters & Allied Trades Local
106 and a longtime DFL
activist from Carlton County.

IBEW 31 again endorsed
one of their own, Leo Trunt, in
his re-election bid as a member
of the Itasca County Board of
Commissioners.
Lake Country Power is having elections for some of the
positions on its Board of
Directors. Incumbents Bob
Bruckbauer (District 5) and
Sherm Liimatainen (District 9)
were endorsed. Liimatainen is
a retired secretary/treasurer of
Teamsters Local 346.
Joseph “Dale” Long is also

endorsed in his first run for the
board in District 1 from the
Virginia area. He is an organizer/business agent for Operating
Engineers Local 49.
Mille
Lacs
Energy
Cooperative is also have elections for its board of directors.
IBEW Local 31 endorsed Don
Appel, Mike Reem and Bruce
Robinson in those contests.
IBEW 31 represents over
960 workers in 19 collective
bargaining agreements in
Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Re-Elect
Lake Country Power
to

Board of Directors

Endorsed by IBEW Local 31, which represents
Lake Country Power employees, and the Iron
Range and Duluth Building Trades Councils
As an Organizer/Business Agent for Operating Engineers
Local 49 I understand good labor/management relations.
As an LCP member, I appreciate efficient, economical
electrical service to our home. WE CAN WORK TOGETHER!

Boat Insurance

makes it more fun!
Wade Smith
Mail in your ballots early, or bring them to the Annual
(218) 724-4507
Meeting Saturday, June 9 at Cromwell High School

Bob
Bruckbauer
District 5

low rates.
fast approvals.
no hassle
lending.

free hat with a
recreational loan

218-729-7733 • Hermantownfcu.org
Member eligibility required. Member NCUA.
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Sherman
Liimatainen
District 9

We are honored to have the endorsement
of IBEW Local 31, which represents
the great Lake Country Power workers
who bring our members their service.

Please Vote and mail your ballots
before the June 9 Annual Meeting.
LABOR WORLD NEWS, WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 2012

Duluth Public Schools superintendent Bill Gronseth understands Labor
Duluth Public Schools
superintendent Bill Gronseth
was relaxed when he met with
delegates to the Duluth AFLCIO Central Labor Body May
10. He’s a Duluth native from a
working class family.
“My dad was a mechanic, I
have two brothers who are
Tinners (Sheet Metal Workers
Local 10) with Energy & Air,
and I’m a former teacher,”
Gronseth said in opening. He
said when he was principal at
Homecroft Elementary he really got a kick out of being taken
to a window by a student, who
excitedly pointed to construc-

tion workers outside.
“He told me, ‘that guy on
the machine is my Dad!,’”
Gronseth related. And that’s
how it should be.
Gronseth said he is proud of
the Long Range Facilities Plan
that
has
transformed
Independent School District
#709.
“We did put local people to
work in the sometimes rocky
business with state statutes,” he
said, evidently referencing the
need to accept low bids, in Superintendent Bill Gronseth
some cases from out of area
He said buildings are open
contractors who brought in
and new facilities are changing
some of their own workers.
how teachers teach with all the
new technology available.
...from page 1
“We had a teacher crying
“Thank God you’re in the Governor’s seat,” Huntley told when she saw her new classDayton. “If we had Emmer with Republican control we’d look room,” Gronseth said. “She
like Wisconsin” he said of the conservative Dayton barely beat had been teaching science
without sinks or storage areas.
in the governor’s race.
When the next session starts Jan. 8 Minnesota will again face “Classrooms don’t have maps
a $4 billion deficit, and school districts that have been under- on the wall anymore, they use
funded to the tune of $2.5 billion. Hopefully the DFL will win live maps that can keep up with
enough elections to regain the House and Senate majorities that changes.”
The last two schools left to
they lost for the first time in 38 years in 2010 and can go back to
be
opened are Myers Wilkins
doing the people’s work.
House DFL Caucus Leader Rep. Paul Thissen of Minneapolis and Congdon elementaries,
was the only legislator at the event that wasn’t from northern which will open in the fall of
Minnesota. He said Minnesota can do much better than raising 2013.
After all the flack the LRFP
taxes on the middle class, farmers, and small business. It can do
much better than the gridlock of last year that shut down the state got from opponents, Gronseth
and borrowed from schools, than constitutional amendments said the new schools are showing an enrollment increase of
that take rights and freedom away.
“We have to make sure middle class Minnesota gets to move 200 already, and more are
ahead,” said Thissen. “We need real tax reform that is fair and expected. Facilities are imporbalanced...it is middle class Minnesota that grows our economy. tant.
Fewer buildings mean more
That’s the key issue in the election.”
transportation costs, but

Dayton saves session

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER
Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.
- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.

CASCINO VAUGHAN
LAW OFFICES

Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

or
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Support your local pharmacy

Pinetree Plaza

(414)226--0241
(800)783--0081

health care that was able to go
back to the general fund.
Another cost decrease is
expected next year. ISD 709 is
actually spending less on their
employees’ health care today
than they were three years ago.
That’s not something you hear
from any other employers, but
you don’t hear much about
good labor management relations either.
Unbelievably the Republican majority in the Minnesota
Legislature tried to pass a bill
in the last session that would
have required local government employers to approve
participation in or withdrawal
from PEIP. It was another of
the bad bills DFL Governor
Mark Dayton vetoed.
That type of maneuver may
have been on North East Area
Labor Council president Alan
Netland’s mind when he made
a request of Gronseth.
“School board members
come and go and education
should be based on long term
strategies,” Netland said. “It
shouldn’t scapegoat employees.”
The working class superintendent nodded in agreement.

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203

Michael P. Cascino, Esq.

Gronseth said they are actually
hoping to use fewer buses. One
way would be to bus middle
school and high school students together. He hopes the
district can achieve cost savings of $70,000 to $80,000
when all schools are open and a
full plan is developed.
“The transition is tough, it’s
our kids we’re talking about,”
he said.
Labor management relations within the district have
improved considerably in the
six years since a bona fide
effort was undertaken for
mutual respect. That’s a good
thing because contract negotiations are always just around the
corner.
“We hope labor management brings us to a respectable
settlement,” Gronseth said.
One of the best labor management successes in Duluth
Public Schools was when the
Duluth Federation of Teachers
asked in 2009 to change their
health care coverage plan to
the statewide Public Employees’ Insurance Program.
DFT president
Frank
Wanner said since making the
switch in January 2010 the district has saved $10.7 million on

Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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This region dodged another
bullet from the United States
Postal Service, but keep your
cover, the shots keep coming.
In announcing closures of 140
Area Mail Processing Centers
(AMPC) May 17, Duluth and
Bemidji were spared for now.
AMPCs in St. Cloud, Mankato,
and Rochester will close and
their operations transferred
through Eden Prairie. Another
89 AMPCs will be closed
beginning in 2014. Duluth and
Bemidji could be on that list.
But for now, the news is
great for about 100 members of
American Postal Workers

Duluth mail processing center gets a reprieve
Union Greater Northland Local
142 and other workers at the
Duluth facility. Fears of Duluth
closing its AMPC found eight
APWU members and a member of the Mail Handlers union
switching over to Letter Carrier
positions to secure a job.
APWU Local 142 president
Todd Fawcett said, “We have
not seen anything official at the
local level, but someone higher up in management is now
saying February 2014” (before
a Duluth closure is considered).
“We want to thank all the cus-

tomers, workers, and elected
officials for supporting the
American Postal Workers and
the business we all rely on!”
NALC Zenith Branch 114
Merged president Scott Dulas
said, “We really glad to hear
it’s February 2014. Maybe.”
The news is just as good for
postal customers in the region.
Many mailers, including the
Labor World, would be devastated by having to have their
mail travel to Eden Prairie for
processing and then back up
north to be delivered. Any

mailing that is time sensitive
would be in trouble. Overnight
delivery would have been a
relic of the past.
USPS service standards,
post office closings along with
shortened hours, as had happened to a lot of rural stations
in this region, are still in flux as
management tries to cope with
financial shortfalls. USPS had
laid out there plan but they
have backed off many of their
threats. Earlier this month they
said they would not be closing
3,700 post offices as they had
planned, but would reduce
hours of operation.
While management blames
it on a drop in first class mail
volume, unions continue to say
Congress can fix the situation.
Many in Congress, including
Minnesota Senator Al Franken,
feel they can too and have been
working legislation, and working over Postmaster General
Patrick Donahoe.
USPS’s financial shortfall is
a direct result of the 2006

Postal Regulation Act which
requires prefunding of retiree
health care and pension benefits 75 years into the future. It
requires that funding to occur
in just 10 years as well. If that
were to be changed postal
unions say the USPS could
actually show a profit.
Other ways to help USPS’s
bottom line have been suggested by many, including increasing the services they provide.
USPS management has not
been receptive to anything that
goes against their study’s findings of closures and service
reductions, including opting
out of Saturday delivery.
When Sen. Franken came to
Duluth May 4 to talk about the
passage of an improved SF
1789 that gave hope for
Duluth’s AMPC to stay open,
you would have thought local
management would have been
happy. They didn’t even show
up for the press conference in
their own facility. The only
USPS manager there did not
even know who Duluth Mayor
Don Ness was.

An accident can rip apart the fabric of your life. Not only do you

have to suﬀer the painful eﬀects of the injury, but there are ﬁnancial
pressures, too. Then, there's the concern for the family situation.
Help is needed in many ways.
As one of Minnesota's busiest and most successful injury law ﬁrms,
we've helped thousands of accident victims get fair compensation for
their injuries, pain and suﬀering.
It is only when these worries are relieved that a person can start
stitching their life back together.

Call our Experienced Team for a FREE consultation!

BOB FALSANI

JIM BALMER

JIM PETERSON

SEAN QUINN

ERIC BEYER

STEPHANIE BALMER

NALC Zenith Branch 114 Merged’s Sarah Johnson, left,
has been helped on her route for seven straight years by her
family during the Letter Carriers Food Drive. Her mother
and father, Ann and John Haydon, and husband, Ben, help
with the heavy lifting on the difficult east hillside. Her parent’s pickup is also a huge benefit in making the task easier.

NALC Food Drive totals down

Scott Dulas says area numbers for the National Association of
Letter Carriers Food Drive May 12 were down 22,874 pounds
from last year, which isn’t a good sign for area food shelves.
Area totals are for Cloquet, Duluth, Proctor, Two Harbors, Silver
Bay, Hermantown and Superior, with only the last two showing
increases. In 2010 those areas collected 138,058 pounds.
2011 Totals
2012 Totals
Cloquet
13,591 lbs
Superior
31,500 lbs
Duluth
87,233 lbs
Hermantown 3,396 lbs
Proctor
6,212 lbs
Two Harbors
5,464 lbs
Silver Bay
1,636 lbs
TOTAL
149,032 lbs
Aurora/Hoyt Lakes
Babbitt
Ely
Hibbing
Virginia
Nashwauk
Chisholm
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12,990 lbs
31,554 lbs
64,243 lbs
5,859 lbs
5,487 lbs
4,525 lbs
1,500 lbs
126,158 lbs
3,113 lbs
2,997 lbs
2,007 lbs
10,292 lbs
6,683 lbs
1,655 lbs
5,135 lbs
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