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Workers Memorial Day at the Labor Temple saw another tree planted and a great a cappella version of the National Anthem by Evan Nelson-Slack, third from right, whose
uncle, Darin Slack, along with Roy Niemi and Denny White, was remembered.

Darik Slack, Roy Niemi, Denny White
remembered on Workers Memorial Day

APWU Local 142 president Todd Fawcett, left, expressed
his appreciation for the job done by U.S. Senator Al
Franken, center, and his colleagues in making SF 1789 a
much better bill. At a press conference Friday, Franken said
he is more optimistic about keeping Duluth’s mail processing center open. Mayor Don Ness, right, has been an outspoken critic of postal management proposals that include
closing Duluth’s processing center and job losses near 100.

The Workers Memorial Day
observance at the Duluth Labor
Temple April 30 had 15 family
members of three workers who
were remembered as being victims of work related deaths.
Mayor Don Ness attended
and issued a proclamation on
behalf of Workers Memorial
Day. He presented each family
with a proclamation for their
lost, loved one.
Fire Fighters Local 101’s
Honor Guard presented the colors as they’ve done for years.

Senate makes improvements to USPS bill
U.S. Senator Al Franken’s
visit to Duluth Friday, May 4
gave a big lift to United States
Postal Service employees and
postal customers, who have
been listening to nothing but
doom and gloom from USPS
management for months.
On April 25 Franken and his
senate colleagues, on a 62-37
vote, greatly modified SF
1789, an ominous bit of legislation that postal unions had been
loud in opposing. That bill had
nothing good in it for employees
and
customers.
Amendments by Franken and
others made the bill palatable.
“It’s a step in the right direc-

tion from where 1789 had
been,” APWU Local 142 president Todd Fawcett told
Franken. “We appreciate your
efforts. Now we have to worry
about
the
House
(of
Representatives).”
“We did all we could,”
Franken told Fawcett.
For Duluth Mayor Don
Ness, area USPS workers, and
customers, the biggest change
in S. 1789, was language
pushed by Franken that is likely to save Duluth's Area Mail
Processing Center from the
chopping block, saving around
100 local jobs and preserving
fast, reliable mail service. All
mail in the state would have
been routed through the Eden
Prairie AMPC under USPS
management’s plan.
“We made our case (to keep
Duluth’s AMPC open) but we
wondered if we listened,” Ness
said about a USPS public meeting at the Holiday Inn Nov. 10.
“We were listened to by our
congressional delegation, especially Al Franken who understands rural America shouldn’t
be treated as a second class citizen...Our Senator stepped up

and advocated for us.”
“Mayor Ness was great at
the town hall meeting,” said
Fawcett.
Franken said in December
he and other senators met with
the Postmaster General about
USPS plans that just in
Minnesota would have closed
100 post offices and 5 of 7
AMPCs.
“We prevailed upon the
Postmaster General for a six
month moratorium,” Franken
said which gave them until
May 15 to craft a better bill.
Before passing S1789, senators made it closer to an alternative the unions backed, and
one offered by Sen. Bernie
Sanders, Ind.-Vt. It delays
elimination of Saturday delivery for two years and then
allows it only if other measures
to make the USPS profitable
fail. Other changes included:
• Retaining overnight delivery standards for first-class
mail for much of the country.
USPS wanted to dump all
overnight delivery standards
and use that to close 252 processing centers, half of those
See Senate...page 4

Tom Albright read a statement on behalf of Senator Al
Franken, who said he was
proud to be a co-sponsor of the
Protect American Workers Act,
that continues the effort to
make workplaces safer.
Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body president Dan
O’Neill said 13 workers die
each day on the job, with
another 137 seriously injured.
“We are here today to renew
our commitment in telling our
elected officials to honor those
workers who die, contact illnesses, or are injured at work
by passing stronger workplace
safety and enforcement laws,”

O’Neill said.
Evan Nelson-Slack, nephew
of Darin Slack, who was
remembered, superbly sang the
National Anthem a cappella,
absolutely wowing the gathering, which broke into applause
and tears when he finished. He
is a 13-year old, 8th grader
from Brandon, MN.
Bill Cox and Kyle Koller of
Laborers Local 1091 planted a
Spring Snow Crabtree purchased by the Labor Temple
Association just above the
avenue entrance to the building
in honor of Darin Slack, Roy
Niemi, and Denny White.
See Darin Slack...page 5

See page
4 for
more...
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Authors Acuff, Boyer here May 21 to talk about reclaiming middle class
Stewart Acuff, a northland
favorite, will return to the
region to speak about labor, the
middle class, and to tout his
new book. Joining him will be
Twin Cities author/blogger
Joanne Boyer.
They will be at the Duluth
Labor Temple’s Wellstone
Hall, 2002 London Road, at 7
p.m. Monday, May 21.
On Tuesday, May 22, the
pair will be at Kaleva Hall in
Virginia, 125 North 3rd Avenue
West, at 7 p.m.
Talks will be followed by
audience Q&As and author
book signings.
“When you look at labor
today, we’re in trouble,” said
Acuff, Chief of Staff of the

Utility Workers Union of sons of nonviolence exhibited
America. “We have this all-out by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
assault against us by corporate and Mahatma Gandhi.
power and by right wing state
Acuff has been very well
governments, but on the other
hand, what I know having been
an organizer for 35 years is that
people will struggle for their
dignity, their respect, and for
justice. At the end of the day,
the willingness of average people to fight for their dignity and
respect is what’s going to save
the American Labor movement.”
“Playing Bigger Than You
Are: A Life in Organizing,”
Acuff’s new book, illustrates
his belief that the struggle for
workers’ rights is rooted in fairStewart Acuff
ness, righteousness and the les-

UMLES offers Union Leadership Program
MINNEAPOLIS – The
University of Minnesota Labor
Education Service is accepting
applications for the 2012-2013
Minnesota Union Leadership
Program, which begins in
September.
Through six in-depth sessions scheduled over nine
months, participants study the
labor movement and discuss
how to address the challenges
facing unions today.
This program provides the
opportunity for emerging and
established union leaders to
build relationships and network
with others. It draws on the
diversity of the labor move-

ment and uses a participatory
approach to learn from other’s
experiences.
Participants
include union activists, workplace stewards, elected officers
and staff.
Training is coordinated and
led by Labor Education Service
staff and draws on experienced
and talented speakers from the
labor movement and allies in
the community.
The program is non-credit,
but each participant receives a
leadership certificate upon successful completion.
The first two sessions will
be held Sept. 26-28 at Ruttger’s
Bay Lake Lodge near Brainerd.

ATTENTION ~ SHEET METAL

WORKERS LOCAL #10

V OT E

DEAN

THRUN
Business

Representative

Duluth/Superior, Iron Range
Bemidji, and Retirees
• 18-year member of SMW 10
• Negotiating committee experience
• Practical leadership history with supervisory
experience working with owners, contractors
and trades’ members to bring projects full circle
• Well-spoken with positive energy and assertive
support of the SMWIA mission

American Progressive Movement. If you visit her website at
w w w. w i s d o m v o i c e s . c o m
you’ll find “Remember The
Spirit of Molly Ivins: ‘We Are
The People Who Run This
Country’
As the Occupy Movement
moves to its next phase, we
believe the spirit of Molly Ivins
will be with them. How desperately we miss the wit and wisdom of this great American
journalist and writer. Continue
reading →
Let’s hear an “Amen.”

Finally, a tragi-comic look at
America’s health care mess

On Tuesday, May 22, the Citizens Federation and CHUM are
presenting “Laughing to Keep from Crying,” an entertaining
evening of health care stories to show the tragic, comic, and
absurd nature of the health care mess we all live in. Well, hopefully you’ve managed to stay alive in spite of it.
It runs from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, at the Play Ground Theater
located in the Tech Village building, 11 E. Superior St., and it’s
free. The event will be emceed by University Education
Association member Kathy Heltzer, a very funny person.
It includes some actual personal health care stories, skits,
songs, “insurance company rejection letters” and more. It’s
designed to be funny, but also make a point. Both CHUM and
the Citizens Federation have the goal that health care should be
affordable and adequate for all workers, families and businesses.
For more info, call 727-0207 or email admin@citizensfed.org

Subsequent sessions will be
held on the University of
Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus. Tuition is $1,250 and
includes lodging for two nights
and all meals at Ruttger’s,
lunch and snacks for the oncampus sessions and all materials and program instruction for
the year.
Applicants must fill out an
application form with support
from their union. Enrollment
will be limited to 30 people to
ensure a high-quality educa- Labor Movie Night will be Thursday, May 24 this month. Be
tional experience. Deadline to ready to be entertained by “Yes Men Fix the World.” The wacky
troublemaking duo of Andy Bichlbaum and Mike Bonanno will
apply is May 18.
For application materials show you how big business ruins the world (a great Google).
and more information, call One of their pranks was to expose the World Trade
Organization by posing as WTO officials and actually getting
612-624-5020.
The Minnesota Union invited to make presentations, where they showed how haywire
Leadership Program is offered the WTO actually is to less than enamored business audiences.
by the Labor Education Service LMN starts at 6:00 p.m. in Wellstone Hall of the Duluth
in cooperation with the Labor Temple, 2002 London Road (enter via doors facing Lake
Superior on South St.). Refreshments and snacks are available.
Minnesota AFL-CIO.

LMN: Yes Men will entertain

Correction:
Mahlon Mitchell
for Wis. Lt. Gov.
In the last issue we incorrectly named the AFL-CIOendorsed candidate for lieutenant governor in Wisconsin’s
recall election.
Mahlon Mitchell is the
AFL-CIO-endorsed candidate.
He is the President of the
Professional Fire Fighters of
Wisconsin, the youngest and
first African American to serve
in the post.

Ironworker Retirees
Monthly Breakfast
VOTE Dean THRUN in June in the Thursday, May 17
election at your Local Union Hall
9:00 a.m.
A Trained, Dedicated, Trusted, Leader West Duluth Perkin’s

PAGE 2

received here as a Labor Day
Picnic speaker and in other
book signings and forums. He
co-authored “Getting America
Back to Work” with Richard
Levins, author of the popular
book “Middle Class Union
Made.”
Boyer, who blogs at
WisdomVoices.com, is the
author/editor of Wisdom of
Progressive Voices, which
chronicles our great progressive heritage through biographies and quotes from some of
the most famous voices of the

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, June 12, 2012, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566

Sheet Metal Local 10

Business Representative

Dennis Marchetti’s
Retirement Dinner
Saturday, June 9

Radisson Hotel – Duluth
Cocktails 6–7 p.m.
Dinner 7 p.m.
Menu: Chicken, Walleye, 8oz Sirloin

Why isn’t he laughing?

Make checks payable ($30/plate, specify entree) to
George A. Sundstrom and mail by May 31 to: George
Sundstrom, 1966 Old North Shore Rd, Duluth, MN 55804
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Ashland Industries Machinists
latest victims of Scott Walker
In a month we’ve gone from
an “end of our world” fight
over right-to-work to advocating for jobs, bonding, and the
building of a Vikings stadium.
Labor is always fighting
RTW somewhere, and elections that go bad with GOP
wins will always bring it back
into our state legislature, but
it’s gotten whacked good each
of the past two sessions with
Republicans in control of the
legislature. It seemed to have
traction this year to get on the
ballot as a constitutional
amendment, but the GOP
found it to be a thin soup when
they remembered they all were
up for election this fall.
The almost spontaneous,
boisterous anti-RTW rally at
the Capitol ignited bonding and
jobs’ actions that have continued as labor rallies around
building a new Vikings stadium and other bonding projects.
The stadium fight has been
going on for a long time–10

years? Remember jock Gov.
Ventura’s comment about our
schools being older than the
Metrodome. In Duluth they’ve
done a good job of consolidating ISD 709 and building or
remodeling schools that will
carry them through for a long
time in spite of opponents.
Let’s build a Vikings stadium now. A retractable dome
type. C’mon, we all know we
live up north. No we don’t
hunger for the games in the
frozen tundra. Hell, we’ve got
2012 Labor World Issues air conditioning in Duluth now
May 23;
June 6, 27; even. We aren’t interested in
July 11, 25;
Aug. 8, 29; fighting Mother Nature. We
Sept. 12, 26;
Oct. 10 31; want to be entertained. Well, at
Nov. 14, 28;
Dec. 19. least we want enjoyable games.
Oh sure, it’s a pearl neckLABOR WORLD
lace on a pig putting our pathet(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
ic football team in a new stadisemi-monthly except one issue in um, but that’s what we’ve done
December (23 issues).
The known office of publication is for the Gophers football team
Labor World, 2002 London Road, and the, ugh!, Twins. While
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.
we’re backing this building
Periodicals postage is paid at
phase for jobs and state instituDuluth MN 55806.
tions let’s give the Gopher basPOSTMASTER:
ketball program a new practice
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd., facility and gym. Yes, tear
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 down “The Barn.” I’ve been in
The Barn in a seat that killed
6
7
my back and didn’t allow me to
(218) 728-4469
hardly see the action on the
FAX: (218) 724-1413
floor. You can’t recruit good
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
players by talking to them
www.laborworld.org
about tradition and nostalgia.
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Remember how bad we
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body thought Coach Dan Monson
Subscriptions: $22 Annually
was? He was good at Gonzaga
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager before he got here, and he’s
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper good at Long Beach State now.
Facilities matter.
Board of Directors
Though they’ll only play
Pres./Treas. Mikael Sundin,
Painters & Allied Trades 106; about 10 games a year in the
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED
state, the Vikings are by far our
1710; Sec. Jayme McKenna,
favorite team. We need to keep
AFSCME 66; Al LaFrenier,
them here. Sure there are a lot
Workers’ United Midwest Bd; of things wrong with subsidizMike Kuitu, Operating
ing billionaire team owners,
Engineers 49; Dan O’Neill,
and yes, the franchise they own
Plumbers & Steamfitters 11;
will increase in value immenSteve Risacher, Carpenters
sely if they’re housed in a new
361; Dan Leslie, IBEW 31;
stadium even if we call it the
Stacy Spexet, USW 9460

~NOTICE~
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People’s Stadium, but what the
Vikings bring the state is worth
it. I’m not scared of increasing
gambling to get it done either.
Rep. Kerry Gauthier had a
good take on the construction
jobs too. He said maybe if
those Metro companies had
more work they wouldn’t be
coming up here, underbidding
projects to keep their wheels
turning through tough times.
The French just voted in a
lefty president, Socialist
François Hollande, who beat
incumbent glamour conservative Nicolas Sarkozy. All of
Europe has had a terrible run of
austerity governments. Maybe
we’ve had enough. Hollande
says it’s time to give government stimulus packages a try.
Let’s try some more. Trying
is good.

This Day In History
www.workdayminnesota.org
M ay 8, 1925 - A. Philip Randolph and Milton P. Webster
founded the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters, the first
African-American labor union
to sign a collective bargaining
agreement with a major U.S.
corporation.
M ay 9, 1934 - West Coast
longshoremen walked off
their jobs, with the action
culminating in a 4-day general
strike in San Francisco. The
workers held firm, despite
police violence and attempts
by national union leadership
to cave into employer
demands. Strikers responded
by electing new leaders,
including San Francisco longshoreman Harry Bridges,
who later became president
of the International
Longshoremen and
Warehousemen’s Union and
for decades was a militant
voice for the movement.

Brothers and Sisters,
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace
Workers Local 621 at Ashland Industries are the newest victims
of Scott Walker’s union-busting. For over four weeks (April 1),
43 Machinists at the earthmoving equipment manufacturer in
Ashland have been on strike. At issue, is not wages and benefits
but the right to a strong union. The company is attacking the
union’s security clause using misleading terms like “freedom of
choice.” Their real intent is to weaken and cripple the worker’s
collective bargaining rights. Clearly, the workers have said
“union yes” with a strike vote of 38-2.
Scott Walker’s attacks on unions are spreading like a disease
across the private sector in Wisconsin. First, it was Manitowoc
Cranes, now it is Ashland Industries. This is a time to come
together in solidarity to support our striking brothers and sisters.
The time to stand together is now.
At a rally on Saturday, April 28, community members rallied
in support of the striking workers. Ashland's The Daily Press
reports that Joe Groshek, Washburn stood in solidarity with the
strikers: “I don’t know any of these individuals on strike, but if
one of us is on strike, all of us are on strike. Workers have to stick
together. That’s why we’re all here today supporting these folks,
because they’re representing all of us, all the working people in
Wisconsin and the United States.”
Rick Lunda, of Ashland, also attended the rally to support his
striking friends and their families. Lunda said he was not only
supporting Ashland Industries workers, but also supporting
unions in general. “Personally, I hope it opens the eyes of the
companies out there. They can’t treat workers this way. It’s more
than just the bottom line. It’s about fairness."
“It feels good to see all these people here to help our cause to
get back to work again,” said James Pupp, a striking welder who
has been employed at Ashland Industries for 10 years. “All we
want is our security and our family health plan.”
The company is ramping up its corporate attacks on the workers by advertising for replacement workers in local newspapers,
radio stations and on the company website.
At this time we are asking for strike assistance in the form of
money and food donations. Checks can be sent to Al Daoust,
IAM Local Lodge 621, 115 18th Street E, Ashland, WI 54806.
Please drop off non-perishable food items at Chequamegon
Dems Office, 316 W. Main St., Ashland, WI 54806. The phone
number is 715-682-2769.
In Solidarity,
Phil Neuenfeldt, President
Stephanie Bloomingdale, Secretary-Treasurer
Wisconsin State AFL-CIO

Good start for Itasca Co CLB

The effort to get labor organized in Itasca County had a good
start May 2nd with 31 people showing up for the inaugural meeting. Dick Sackett, a Grand Rapids native and assistant business
manager of IBEW Local 31, chaired the first meeting.
“That was a really good start at getting a labor body off the
ground,” Sackett said. “We all were coming from the same place
of wanting labor to have a stronger presence in our communities.”
The group formed a committee to work on adopting the bylaws of the North East Area Labor Council, the umbrella group
for unions and their members in Itasca, Carlton, Pine, Lake,
Cook, Koochiching, and St. Louis counties.
“Once the bylaws group gets their work done, we can go
about electing officers and so on,” said Sackett. “I’d really like
to see a rank-and-file person chair the whole assembly.”
The second Itasca County Central Labor Body General
Assembly meeting is scheduled for Weds, June 6, at 6:30 p.m.,
in the Blandin Foundation Theatre Room, 100 N. Pokegama
Avenue, Grand Rapids.
The first meeting was long at two hours but those in attendance are committed to having meetings last only an hour said
North East Area Labor Council field coordinator Jason Metsa.
For more info contact Jason Metsa at 218-290-1527, Leann
Stoll at 218-259-1761, or Dick Sackett at 218-393-9455.
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Senate comes to aid of USPS...from page 1
functioning. The closures
are delayed, too.
• Establishing an independent commission to suggest
new business areas the USPS
can enter to make money.
• Returning $11 billion in
pension money USPS overpaid
into the Treasury in past years,
and a reduction in the agency’s
annual pre-payment for future
retirees’ health care costs. A
GOP-run Congress in 2006
imposed that $5.5 billion yearly pre-payment. Without it, the
NALC contends, the postal
service would have virtually
broken even, despite the recession and the inroads of the
Internet.
• Banning closure of post
offices in areas without significant broadband access to the
Internet or where the closure

would harm small businesses
or prevent seniors from getting
prescription drugs.
“It’s not a perfect bill, but a
lot of good stuff was passed by
the Senate,” said Franken. Part
of his amendment would not
allow any post office to be
closed without the right of the
affected community to appeal.
“I believe we will save
Duluth’s processing center,
which is important to the whole
area,” Franken said.
Changing the requirements
for pre-funding retiree pension
and health benefits makes the
senate’s plan sustainable for
the USPS Franken said. That
has been what USPS unions
have been saying since the plan
first saw the light of day.
“Now the House has to act,”
said Franken. The May 15 end

Labor’s 20-year support of the Letter Carriers’ food drive is
greatly appreciated says Meg Kearns of the CHUM (Churches
United in Ministry) Food Shelf.
“The 87,233 pounds collected in Duluth during the food drive
last year are about 9% of the total pounds distributed by Duluth
food shelves during 2011,” Kearns said. “That’s an impressive
amount to collect in a single day! During the first quarter of
2012, CHUM experienced a 33 percent increase in individuals
served compared to the same period in 2011. This year our
shelves are really bare and we can use just about everything.”
Kearns said these items are most needed on area food
shelves: canned peaches/pears/pineapple, chicken noodle
and cream soups, canned green beans, peanut butter,
spaghetti sauce, tuna/Spam, canned meals – stew, chili,
spaghettios, cold cereal, macaroni and cheese, pasta and ricea-roni. She said the only foods not really needed now are
cranberries and pumpkin.
Scott Dulas, President of National Association of Letter
Carriers Zenith Branch 114 Merged, said it would be nice if people could go to the grocery store and shop for the items they’ll
donate to the food drive.
“We get a lot of expired items, bulging cans, even opened
containers, that people donate every year,” said Dulas. “That’s
not good. It makes collecting, sorting, and hauling a much
tougher job. This isn’t a ‘clean out your cupboards food drive.’
If you can’t use it the food shelves probably can’t either. Thanks
for going to the grocery store and shopping for our food drive.”
The NALC Food Drive is an enormous boost to food shelves
nationwide. Last year, 70.2 million pounds were donated.
“The need for donations is as great as ever,” said Dulas.
“Your donations help fill the food shelves for the summer, when
school lunches are not available for children.”
Sixteen percent of Americans are at risk of hunger, including
1 in 5 children under the age of 18, plus 4 million seniors who
are forced to choose between paying bills and buying food.
In this region last year’s NALC Food Drive found about
150,000 pounds collected in Duluth, Proctor, Hermantown,
Cloquet, Two Harbors, Silver Bay, and Superior.
“This food drive is only possible because of the generous
The 2010 NALC Food Drive food donations of postal customers, the donations of time and
found Pat Johnston trudging effort of countless volunteers, and our local sponsors: Super
through 4 inches of snow in One, Lakehead Constructors, Paper Hog, Sieben, Grose, Von
Proctor. Give ’em a hand!
Holtum & Carey; the national sponsors: the AFL-CIO, United
Way, National Association of Letter Carriers, National Rural
Letter Carriers Association, the USPS, Campbell’s Soup, AARP
and Valpak,” said Dulas.
to the moratorium is looming
but he said the Postmaster
General has been asked to
extend it until the House acts.
The House bill is worse for
USPS employees and customers than S1789 ever was.
HR 2309 is pushed by Right
Wing Rep. Darrell Issa, R-CA.
“Republicans in the House
don’t like their bill any more
than we liked 1789,” Franken
said. But many Republicans
represent small towns and rural
areas and know how bad the
bill would be for their districts.
“I believe the House will
pass something,” Franken said.
“I don’t know if it will be
before May 15th.”

Working together to give
our customers our best efforts!

The Twin Ports Construction Liaison Committee is comprised of 12 Unions
aﬃliated with area Building & Construction Trades Councils and area Unionized
Construction Companies. We meet regularly to ensure that customers who use our
services are getting the best bang for their construction dollar. Our Project Labor
Agreements have proven to be incredibly eﬀective for businesses, government, and
developers who want their projects to come in on time and on budget.

Let us help you take the stress out of your building plans!
TPCLC UNION AFFILIATES:
Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers
Local 1, Chapter 3 • Carpenters
Local 361 • Cement Masons Local
633 • IBEW Local 242 • Iron Workers
Local 512 • Laborers Local 1091 •
Minnesota LECET • Operating
Engineers Local 49 • Operating
Engineers Local 139 • Painters
Local 106 • Plumbers & Steamfitters
Local 11 • Sheet Metal Workers
Local 10 • Teamsters Local 346

Contact the Twin Ports Construction
Liaison Committee at 218-727-2199

The Cost Is Less When You Use the Best!
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NALC Food Drive is Saturday

Local Food Shelf Facts
Combined statistics for CHUM, Union Gospel Mission,
Salvation Army, Fruit of the Vine and Hermantown food shelves:
2010
2011
Total number of pounds distributed: 875,335 951,664 *
Total number of orders given:
18,170
18,955
Total number of individuals served:
51,727
66,499
Total number of children served:
20,563
22,121
*FUN FACT - 951,664 pounds [475 TONS] are equal to the
weight of approximately 100 adult elephants
Over 2 million pounds of food have been collected locally in
the 19 years that the drive has been held in Duluth.
LETTER CARRIERS TOTAL BY COMMUNITY
2010
2011
Cloquet
12,340
13,951
Superior
30,850
31,500
Duluth
77,495 *
87,233 **
Hermantown
4,348
3,396
Proctor
6,000
6,212
Two Harbors
4,825
5,464
Silver Bay
2,200
1,636
TOTAL
138,058
149,392
* $1,407 received in cash donations – converted to pounds at
rate of $1.00 = 5 pounds
** Close to $1,600 in cash donations – converted to pounds
at rate of $1.00 = 5 pounds
LABOR WORLD NEWS, WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 2012

Darik Slack, Roy Niemi, Denny White remembered Workers Memorial Day

DARIN
SLACK
Darin Slack,
a member of
Painters
&
Allied Trades
Local 106, suffered a workplace injury and
died an untimely death from it
last June while working off I90 in Chamberlain, SD. The
Evansville, MN resident was
only 27 when he died.
Three generations of his
family are union painters and
they all were in attendance.

Proud to use
Union Labor

Sunrise Memorial
Cemetery
Funeral Home
& Cremation

218-727-6869

4798 Miller Trunk Hwy.
Hermantown, MN 55811
Free Graves for Veterans

Most of them had driven four
hours from western Minnesota
to attend the observance.
Darin’s sister, Debra, is a
member of Painters Local 106
and attended the observance.
ROY NIEMI
Roy Niemi,
73, of Duluth
died Sept. 7
from mesothelioma. He had
retired in 1994
after being a
business representative for
Teamsters Local 346 for 18
years. He had been an important volunteer for the Labor
Day Picnic and many other
labor events.
DENNIS J.
WHITE
“Denny
Bear” White,
60, of Maple,
WI died Dec. 3
also
from
mesothelioma.
He had served
as business agent of Cement
Masons,
Plasterers
&
Shophands Local 633 for 15
years prior to retiring in 2007.
Mesothelioma is an asbestosis-related cancer of the lung
lining, the mesothelium, that is
considered rare but is much
more prevalent in this region. It
can take 20 to 30 years to
develop, but once it is diagnosed, victims generally die in

a very short period of time.
The AFL-CIO annual report
“Death on the Job” was
released May 2 detailing 2010
workplace fatality figures, the
most recent year for such information. It is at http://www.aflcio.org/Issues/Job-Safety/
Death-on-the-Job-Report.
In 2010, 4,690 workers
were killed on the job – an
average of 13 workers every
day – and an estimated 50,000
died from occupational diseases. As a comparison point,
in 2009, 4,551 people died on
the job. West Virginia,
Wyoming, Alaska, South
Dakota and North Dakota were
among states with the highest
workplace fatality rates while
New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island were
states with the lowest rates.
Latino workers, especially
those born outside of the
United States, continue to face
higher rates of workplace fatalities -- 8 percent higher – than
other workers.
The report notes that in
2010, more than 3.8 million
workers across all industries,
including state and local government, experienced workrelated injuries and illnesses
this year. The report includes
state-by-state profiles of workers’ safety and health and features state and national information on workplace fatalities,
injuries, illnesses, the number
and frequency of workplace

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER
Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.
- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.

CASCINO VAUGHAN
LAW OFFICES

Help Your Body

makes it more fun! Full Circle Massage
in the Labor Temple
Wade Smith
218-428-2858
(218) 724-4507
www.fullcircleduluth.net

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

or
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Boat Insurance

Treat Yourself

Pinetree Plaza

(414)226--0241
(800)783--0081

with tougher enforcement, but
business groups and Republican legislators have launched
a major assault on regulations
to protect people on the job. As
we move forward to build an
economy for our future, it’s
important that we commit
together to developing and
issuing the kinds of rules critical to ensuring the safety of all
working people.”
The report’s release came
after hundreds of vigils and
actions across the country to
commemorate
Workers
Memorial Day on April 28.

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203

Michael P. Cascino, Esq.

inspections, penalties, funding,
staffing and public employee
coverage under the Occupational Safety and Health Act.
The report also addresses
delays in the standard-making
process, ergonomic injuries,
new and emerging hazards like
pandemic flu and other infectious diseases.
“While we have made great
strides in making our workplaces safer, too many women
and men in this country and
around the world continue to
be hurt or killed on the job.
Workers continue to be
exposed to well-known hazards that are poorly regulated
and inadequately controlled,”
said AFL-CIO President
Richard Trumka. “The Obama
administration has moved forward to strengthen protections

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.

Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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What America can learn from the revolt, and elections, in Europe
By Robert Reich
Who's an economy for?
Voters in France and Greece
have made it clear it's not for
the bond traders.
Referring to his own electoral woes, Prime Minister
David Cameron wrote Monday
in an article in the conservative
Daily Telegraph: "When people think about the economy
they don't see it through the dry
numbers of the deficit figures,
trade balances or inflation forecasts -- but instead the things
that make the difference
between a life that's worth living and a daily grind that drags
them down."
Cameron, whose own economic policies have worsened
the daily grind dragging down
most Brits, may be sobered by
what happened over the weekend in France and Greece -- as
well as his own poll numbers.

Britain's conservatives have
been taking a beating.
In truth, the choice isn't simply between budget-cutting
austerity, on the one hand, and
growth and jobs on the other.
It's really a question of timing. And it's the same issue on
this side of the pond. If government slices spending too early,
when unemployment is high
and growth is slowing, it makes
the debt situation far worse.
That's because public
spending is a critical component of total demand. If
demand is already lagging,
spending cuts further slow the
economy -- and thereby
increase the size of the public
debt relative to the size of the
overall economy.
You end up with the worst
of both worlds -- a growing
ratio of debt to the gross
domestic product, coupled with

high unemployment and a public that's furious about losing
safety nets when they're most
needed.
The proper sequence is for
government to keep spending
until jobs and growth are
restored, and only then to take
out the budget axe.
If Hollande's new government (France) pushes Angela
Merkel (Germany) in this
direction, he'll end up saving
the euro and, ironically, the
jobs of many conservative
leaders throughout Europe -including
Merkel
and
Cameron.
But he also has an important
audience in the United States,
where Republicans are trying
to sell a toxic blend of trickledown supply-side economics
(tax cuts on the rich and on corporations) and austerity for
everyone else (government

low rates.
fast approvals.
no hassle
lending.

free hat with a
recreational loan

218-729-7733 • Hermantownfcu.org
Member eligibility required. Member NCUA.

spending cuts). That's exactly
the opposite of what's needed
now.
Yes, America has a longterm budget deficit that's scary.
So does Europe. But the first
priority in America and in
Europe must be growth and
jobs. That means rejecting austerity economics for now, while
at the same time demanding
that corporations and the rich
pay their fair share of the cost
of keeping everyone else
afloat.
President Obama and the
Democrats should set a clear
trigger -- say, 6 percent unemployment and two quarters of
growth greater than 3 percent - before whacking the budget
deficit.

And they should set that
trigger now, during the election, so the public can give
them a mandate on Election
Day to delay the "sequestration" cuts (now scheduled to
begin next year) until that trigger is met.
ROBERT
B.
REICH,
Chancellor's Professor of
Public Policy at the University
of California at Berkeley, was
Secretary of Labor in the
Clinton administration. Time
Magazine named him one of
the ten most effective cabinet
secretaries of the last century.
He has written thirteen books
and is a founding editor of
American Prospect magazine
and chair of Common Cause.

Poverty on the Plains
By John Crabtree, Center for Rural Affairs
According to the Center for Rural Affairs, rural counties in 10
Midwest and Great Plains states have higher poverty and greater
food insecurity than urban centers in the region. Poverty rates
among rural children are most alarming.
These findings challenge conventional policy debates, which
often conclude that poverty and food insecurity are primarily
urban issues. According to the Center’s report, 414,331 people in
rural areas, or 13.3% of the rural regional population, were living in poverty in 2010. That same year, 145,065 or 16.4% of
rural children in the region lived in poverty compared to 14.1%
in metropolitan counties.
Moreover, the growing phenomena of “food deserts” - the
lack of outlets for purchasing food – is impacting residents
across rural America. And combined with increased rural poverty, especially among rural children, food insecurity among rural
families is on the rise.
Addressing these trends requires finding new, innovative
ways to create jobs and economic opportunity in rural
areas. Unfortunately, the
Senate
Agriculture
Committee’s Farm Bill makes
no investment in the valueadded, small business and rural
community
development
strategies that could revitalize
America’s rural communities.
Investing in the future of
rural America means that economic opportunity and food
security for rural families must
become a priority – a profound
change from those in the
Senate’s current Farm Bill proposal. Visit www.cfra.org to
view the reports mentioned
above and if, like me, you hope
to set better priorities for the
nation and create a better future
for rural America.
The Center for Rural
Affairs, established in 1973,
was
formed
by
rural
Nebraskans concerned about
family farms and rural communities, and works to strengthen
small businesses, family farms
and ranches, and rural communities.

LOOK UP AND LIVE.
S

tay clear of power lines on the work site when using cranes, booms,
buckets, ladders, loaders or any tall equipment. The first rule is to
keep looking up. Equipment needs to have ample room in every direction
to avoid the risk of contact with power lines. Plan ahead when operating
tall equipment and have a spotter on the ground to watch for potential
hazards.
Electric energy is a powerful tool, but if your equipment comes in
contact with a power line you could receive an injurious or fatal shock.
Call Minnesota Power if you have any questions regarding power lines
on the job. We are more than willing to assist at any job site to ensure
the safety of everyone.

DIAL

®

811Gopher State One Call

Damage Prevention Center

an

company

A S A F E T Y M E S S A G E F R O M M I N N E S O TA P O W E R .
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Bonding bill passes, House supports Vikings
ST. PAUL - A conference
committee will work out differences in a bonding bill passed
Monday by both houses of the
Legislature, while a measure to
fund a new stadium for the
Minnesota Vikings passed the
House and awaits Senate action
Both measures are top priorities for Governor Mark Dayton
and key goals for labor unions,
which said they will create
much-needed jobs, particularly
for construction workers.
House DFLers put up a
majority of the 99-32 votes
needed to approve the nearly
$500 million bonding bill and
send it to the Senate, which
passed it 45-22. A conference
committee will iron out any
differences before being sent to
Dayton for his signature.

Amendments increased the
amount of bonding by about
$62 million from the bill’s
original total of $433.9 million.
The bill calls for $496.4 million in general obligation bonding to fund road and bridge
projects; maintenance work at
the University of Minnesota
and the Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities system; asset preservation projects
at various state-owned facilities; and design work for needed repairs to the State Capitol.
Getting a bonding bill to the
floor this session has been controversial. DFLers balked at
initial proposals. They argued
that more project funding
would be necessary to put the
construction trades back to
work; however, Republicans

DFL endorses Rick Nolan
Delegates to the 8th Congressional District DFL Convention
at Spirit Mountain Saturday overwhelmingly endorsed former
Congressman Rick Nolan of Emily as their candidate to reclaim
the U.S. House of Representatives seat from Republican Chip
Cravaack. Convention vote totals were Nolan 133 (76%), Jeff
Anderson 17.5 (10%), Tarryl Clark 0 (0%), Undecided 3 (0.1%),
and No Endorsement 21.5 (12%), for a total of 175. That low
number out of over 70,000 8CD voters is why Anderson and
Clark opted out of the endorsement process they’ve stated. All
three will face off in the Tuesday, August 14 Primary Election.
Nolan was the only candidate who stated he would abide by
the party’s endorsement and drop out of the race if he didn’t get
it. Spirit Mountain and delegates were adorned with Nolan signs,
tee shirts and stickers. There was no doubt who they would back.
Anderson, Clark, and Nolan all have a lot of prominent politicians and citizens supporting their campaigns, which has added
a lot of interest to the campaign. Anderson has been endorsed by
the Boilermakers and Fire Fighters Local 101. Clark has a huge
campaign war chest compared to her opponents and the endorsement of the United Steel Workers. Nolan has the endorsement of
the IBEW, UFCW, Teamsters, Locomotive Engineers, and USW
Retirees SOAR, an unusual departure from the USW endorsement of Clark.
Statewide and federal political contests fall under the jurisdiction of the Minnesota AFL-CIO. The fed’s General Board
will consider endorsements at their June 7 meeting.
Nolan’s speech to the 8CD convention Saturday was called
“the speech of the century” by Carlton County Central Labor
Body president Mike Kuitu, a convention sergeant at arms,
Nolan declared that unsustainable wars, debt and unemployment have put America at a perilous tipping point. He spoke of
a renewed vision for Congress, reinvestment in America’s infrastructure and an end to the “right wing wars on workers, women,
seniors, students, and the middle class.” He called for reform of
our political system. “We need to change the way we do our politics, reversing Citizens United and Super PACs, ending corporate personhood and providing public funding for federal elections. Once and for all we need to put an end to the stranglehold
big money and special interests have on our politics.”
Nolan called for “stabilizing and protecting Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid; ending the wars of choice, reducing our
military footprint in the world and withdrawing our troops from
Afghanistan now; fair taxation that ends the Bush tax cuts and
closes tax loop holes for the super rich; and establishing single
payer, universal health care.” He said those things could “save
trillions for deficit reduction and human development priorities.”
Attacking Cravaack for advancing partisan gridlock and for
his support of the Paul Ryan budget that would privatize
Medicare and slash funding for Pell Grants for students, Nolan
said it is time to refocus the nation’s priorities.
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noted there was nearly $500
million in bonding enacted last
year, and they expressed concern about increasing the
state’s debt service.
Meanwhile, the House
voted 73-58 for a $975 million
plan to build a new stadium for
the Minnesota Vikings. Forty
DFLers and 33 Republicans
voted
yes.
Thirty-seven
Republicans and 21 DFLers
voted against the bill. The legislation was amended to
decrease the public support by
$105 million and shift that
obligation to the team, as well
as give the public a share of the
revenue from naming rights.
As proposed, the 65,000seat “People’s Stadium” would
be built in downtown
Minneapolis, in part, on the
current Metrodome site. The
team is expected to begin play
at the new stadium in 2016.
The bill now goes to the
Senate, which adjourned at 11
p.m. Monday without acting on
it. The Senate reconvened
Tuesday at 9 a.m.
This article is from Workday
Minnesota, adapted from
Session Daily, the publication
of the Minnesota House.



Emily Sharrow, Kathy Monaghan, and Darlene Schmid
have been among the stalwart callers using Duluth Labor
Temple offices for their AFL-CIO phone bank for
Wisconsin’s Recall Primary Election. This issue went to
press as voters were deciding who would face Republican
Scott Walker in the June 5 Recall General Election. No
matter who Democrats chose Tuesday, party faithful will
rally around that candidate. A labor rally for “Wisconsin's
next governor” is today, Wednesday, May 9 at 5:00 pm at
the Courthouse in Superior. At 6:00 pm Assemblyman Nick
Milroy will be the guest speaker.
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IT’S OUR ANNIVERSARY!

CCELE RATE
40% OFF

Frame Sale

Throughout May,
come in to any one of
our stores for coffee,
treats and weekly
drawings.
You could
be the
winner of our
grand prize
give-away:
a Kindle.

WE BILL FOR YOUR UNION BENEFITS
Aurora l Cloquet l Duluth l Grand Rapids l Hinckley l Moose Lake
Sandstone l Superior l Two Harbors l visionprooptical.com

Be – and be seen
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Lynette Swanberg named as Community Services Program Director
The Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body and the United
Way of Greater Duluth hired
Lynette Swanberg on May Day
to direct their Community
Services Program. For over 60
years the Central Body and
United Way and their forerunners have been partners in the
program.
“I’m excited to be hired to
help our families in need and
work all the other aspects of the
Program,” Swanberg said. “I
look forward to developing
new partnerships and bring
awareness of the value of the
labor community to the greater
community. The Community
Services Program at United
Way of Greater Duluth reflects
the continued commitment to
support the common values
between business and labor
based on the principle that ‘we

are first and foremost members
of our community.’ We need to
help others understand we all
need to help each other.” As
part of that process she says
gaining the needed resources
through fundraising is critical.
“We are excited to have
such an experienced and passionate individual join our
United Way team,” said Paula
Reed, President of United Way
of Greater Duluth. “Lynette has
a background in nursing and
vast experience working with
the Minnesota Nurses Association. She worked in practice
and policy and was also a
Specialist in Labor Relations,”
said Paula Reed, President of
United Way of Greater Duluth.
Swanberg is well known in
labor circles having been a delegate to the Central Body from
her MNA union.

Last year’s Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council
Golf Outing generated over $11,000 to the United Way of
Greater Duluth and the Community Services Program. Get
a team together for June 9 this year and join the effort!

Trades’ Golf Outing June 9
benefits Community Services
The Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council will
host their 22nd Annual Golf Outing Saturday, June 9 at Lester
Park Golf Course. Rain or shine the event will have a shotgun
start at 9:00 a.m.
“Because of the support of unions and our sponsors, we
raised over $11,000 last year,” said Dan Olson, Tournament
Chairman. “The proceeds went to help those in need through our
Community Services Program. Many of those who get help are
our members, whose families are struggling in this economy.”
Cost of the tournament is $125 per individual, $500 per team.
Individuals are encouraged to sign up early and will be grouped
in 4-person scramble teams. Golf carts, greens fees and the barb-que that follows 18 holes of golf are included in the entry fee.
You’ll get a great, Union-Made in America, golf shirt from Ed
Kranz and Paul Schweiger of Sieben Grose Von Holtum &
Carey, and almost everyone wins a prize.
With everyone having the same starting time car pooling to
Lester is a good idea for teams so as to cut back on traffic and
parking congestion before the tournament gets underway.
If you are unable to attend the June 9 event a donation for
the cause would be greatly appreciated. Donating door prizes for
the players is another fine way to be involved.
Hole sponsorships at $150 each are also available.
Make checks payable to Duluth Building and Construction
Trades, Golf Day Event, and mail them to Golf Day Event,
Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council, 2002 London
Road, Room 106, Duluth, MN 55812
“We encourage everyone, teams and individuals, to register
early, and we really appreciate hearing about prize donations and
hole sponsors as soon as possible” said Dana Marciniak,
Tournament Co-Chair.
For more information call Dana at 218-724-6466.
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A Registered Nurse, Swanberg worked at Abbott Northwestern in Minneapolis for 25
years. In 1997 she was hired by
MNA as a Practice and Policy
Specialist, which required her
to put together programs and
teach practice and policy issues
to groups of nurses and others.
She also served as a staffer for
MNA’s political action committee. From 2000 to 2010 she
was an MNA staff representative
servicing contracts,
including in Duluth, Two
Harbors,
Grand
Marais,

Hibbing, and Grand Rapids.
Swanberg served on the
Labor World Board of Directors from 2004 – 2008. She is
active with Duluth’s Senate
District 7 DFL where she is an
executive board member and
chair of fundraising committee.
Swanberg has her office
with the United Way of Greater
Duluth, Suite 402, Ordean
Building, 424 West Superior
Street, Duluth, MN 55802. Her
phone number is 218-7264775, email is commservices
@unitedwayduluth.org.

Lynette Swanberg

It can be quite a task to put everything back together after an
accidental injury. The pain, both physical and ﬁnancial, of the hurt
can block your enjoyment of life. To whom do you turn for help
putting what's broken back together?
As one of Minnesota's busiest and most successful injury
law ﬁrms, we've helped thousands of accident victims get fair
compensation for their injuries, pain and suﬀering.
After their legal problems are resolved, they begin to build a
better tomorrow.
Call our Experienced Team for a FREE consultation!

BOB FALSANI

JIM BALMER

JIM PETERSON

SEAN QUINN

ERIC BEYER

STEPHANIE BALMER
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