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Labor wins 9 of 11 in election
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After many phone calls, grinding on computers, and pouring over precinct numbers election night, Emily Larson
and campaign manager Phil Jents share a moment when
they knew she will be Duluth’s next and first female mayor.

The November 3rd Duluth
municipal and school board
elections were once again
proof that labor does a good job
of connecting with voters in the
city. There were ten candidates
that carried the Duluth AFLCIO Central Labor Body
endorsement, one for every
seat that was up. Only two
endorsed candidates carried
any incumbency to their contests and they both won. In the
other eight contests Laborendorsed candidates won six.
The Central Body also took
a “vote no” position on the ballot question asking voters if
they wanted Duluth municipal
elections to go to a ranked
choice/instant runoff voting
system. That measure was
defeated by a 3 to 1 margin.
So out of 11 contests on the
ballot Labor won 9, an 82%
winning record. All candidates
and the ballot question had
been unanimously endorsed by
delegates at the August 13
Central Body meeting.
“This election cycle proved
to be a groundbreaking experience in the history of Duluth
politics,” said UFCW 1189’s
Tamara Jones, who chaired the
coordinated campaign between
the Central Body and DFL.
“Between the candidates, campaign staff, Labor, and the

TPP threat to MN jobs, health, environment
(Minneapolis) – Labor and
environmental advocates warned that the proposed Trans
Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade
agreement, whose secretive
text was officially released for
this first time Nov. 5, poses significant threats to the economy,
environment and public health
in Minnesota and beyond.
They called on Minnesota’s
Congressional delegation to
reject the proposed twelvenation pact, which would set
binding
rules
governing
approximately 40 percent of
the global economy.
“At first read of the TPP this
much is clear, the rich get rich-

er as we race to the bottom,”
said Rick Ryan, Minnesota
State Council of Machinists.
“The USW is opposed to
the Trans Pacific Partnership
because it will do nothing to
promote manufacturing jobs
here in the U.S., in fact it will
promote more job loss through
outsourcing to low wage countries,” added Bob Ryan of the
United Steelworkers.
While leaks of various TPP
chapters have occurred on
more than a half-dozen occasions, last Thursday’s published “near final” draft of the
entire pact is the first official
release of any text since the
U.S. entered the TPP negotiations in February 2008. The
text indicates that the TPP not
only affects traditional “trade”
matters, such as tariffs and
quotas, but also sets rules
regarding financial regulations,
food safety standards, medicine patents, government procurement, energy exports and
more.
“Multinational agribusiness
companies wanted this deal–it
provides them a framework to
lower regulations and expand
their market power in multiple

countries,” said Karen HansenKuhn of the Institute for
Agriculture and Trade Policy.
“Unfortunately, the TPP is
modeled after past free trade
deals that have made wildly
inaccurate promises about benefits for farmers. Instead, hundreds of thousands of farmers
have been pushed off the land
during this era of free trade,
beginning with NAFTA.”
“The effects of this trade
agreement will be no different
than what we have seen in the
past, more factories shuttered,
middle class families continuing to struggle while our trade
deficit skyrockets, and we continue to do business with countries that don’t measure up to
our environmental and labor
standards,” remarked Kaela
Berg, Director of the Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition.
“Everything from our food, to
our medicine, our choices on
energy usage, internet privacy,
and even the very air we
breathe will be adversely
affected by the passage of this
trade agreement. Meanwhile,
in many of the countries participating in the TPP, abhorrent
See TPP...page 7

DFL, there was a coordinated
effort to work as a team to elect
the strongest field of progressive candidates that Duluth has
ever seen. And it worked.”
MAYOR: EMILY LARSON
Duluth’s mayor’s race was
the big ticket on the ballot and
Labor-endorsed Emily Larson
defeated tea party favorite
Chuck Horton in all of
Duluth’s 34 precincts. She got
72% of the vote, 15,352 to
5862, and will become
Duluth’s first woman mayor in
January.
At her victory party at The
Clyde Larson said voters had
one of the clearest choices perhaps ever in a Duluth mayoral
race and they spoke loud and
clear about what they want to
see in the city’s next chapter.
Her campaign slogan was “The
Next Chapter. Together.”
“They want a future that’s
inclusive and they want to
build on our momentum as a
city, they want to build an
economy that works for everyone, all neighborhoods and all
neighbors,” an elated and
relieved Larson told the large
gathering. “We didn’t take the
low road in our campaign, we
took the issues and connected
with voters.”
Phil Jents, Larson’s campaign manager, said it was a
remarkable 322 day campaign
that touched base with 70,000
voters in a city of 51,000 voters
in 1,800 volunteer shifts.
“We didn’t do much advertising, we talked directly to
voters to get us across the finish line and it worked,” Jents
said.
CITY COUNCIL
The Duluth City Council
will have a lot of new faces
come January. Larson is the
current council president and
she along with Sharla Gardner,
Jennifer Julsrud and Linda
Krug did not seek re-election.
All had been Labor-endorsed.
Four rookies will take their
place alongside two incumbents that also won on election
day and give the council a
major, youthful change.
AT LARGE
ELISSA HANSEN
NOAH HOBBS
Labor-endorsed and first
time candidates Elissa Hansen
and Noah Hobbs will take seats
on the council in January after
winning citywide at-large contests.
Hansen got an unofficial
12,192 votes (38%), Hobbs
received 9,271 (29%), Jim
Booth 6,922 (21%), and Kris

Osbakken 3,699 (11%).
Hansen and Hobbs were the
top two vote getters in all but
two of the 34 precincts, when
Booth came in second to
Hansen in precincts 22 and 23.
Both Hansen and Hobbs,
who is an AFSCME member,
screened extremely well and
knew labor’s issues in receiving their endorsements in
August. Hansen is a certified
economic development financial consultant. Hobbs has a
resume full of community
involvement.
DISTRICT 1
GARY ANDERSON
Gary Anderson will be
another new face and carry the
Labor-endorsement with his
first election win, but he is no
stranger to Duluth politics. He
won in all the far eastern
Duluth precincts to defeat Karl
Spring 62% to 38%, 3,902 to
2389.
A retired UPS Teamster,
Anderson ran for the state
House District 7A seat in 2013
but dropped out when Jennifer
Schultz received the DFL endorsement. In 2011 Anderson
was the lead organizer in
Duluth for Minnesotans United
for All Families which eventually won the freedom to marry
for all state residents. Like
Hansen he is a small business
owner.
See Election...page 8

Publication Notice:
The next Labor World will
go to press on Sunday,
Nov. 22. Please submit any
materials for publication
as soon as possible.
Contact 218-728-4469,
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
for more information.
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Rob Ecklund
Minnesota House
District 3A

Please Vote
Tuesday,
Dec. 8 in the
Special Election

Insure Duluth has free services to help you get health care with MNsure
By Megan Halena, Program Director, Generations
Health Care Initiatives
Do you, or someone in your
family need health insurance?

Do you need help enrolling in a
new plan for 2016? Do you
have questions about the coverage you currently have? Are
you concerned about your

healthcare costs for the upcoming year? We’re here to help!
The Insure Duluth coalition,
a group of 16 organizations,
offers free services for commu-

Mixed reaction to Keystone XL rejection
By Barb Kucera
Workday Minnesota
Labor unions are reacting to
President Obama’s rejection of
the Keystone XL pipeline, with
some slamming the decision
and others praising it.
Obama announced Nov. 6
that “the State Department has
decided that the Keystone XL
Pipeline would not serve the
national interest of the United

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., Nov. 24
1:00 p.m.

Buffalo House
Please bring an
unwrapped gift for a
child, or new, or
gently used, clothing
donations for our
holiday giving effort.
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

States. I agree with that decision.”
The proposed pipeline
would have run 1,179 miles
and carried 800,000 barrels a
day of petroleum from the
Canadian oil sands to refineries
on the Gulf Coast of the United
States.
Terry O’Sullivan, general
president of the Laborers’
International Union of North
America, called Obama’s decision “shameful.”
“President Obama today
demonstrated that he cares
more about kowtowing to
green-collar elitists than he
does about creating desperately
needed, family-supporting,
blue-collar jobs,” O’Sullivan
said. “We are dismayed and
disgusted that the President has
once again thrown the mem-

Ironworker Retirees
Monthly Breakfast
Thursday, Nov. 19
9:00 a.m.

bers of LIUNA, and other hardworking, blue-collar workers
under the bus of his vaunted
‘legacy,’ while doing little or
nothing to make a real difference in global climate change.”
TransCanada, the company
that planned to build the
pipeline, said it would create
42,000 jobs directly and indirectly, including 9,000 jobs in
construction.
In contrast, the National
Nurses Union praised Obama’s
announcement.
“This is an important decision that will protect thousands
of Americans who would face
significant health hazards from
the transport and refining of the
dangerous tar sands oil that
Keystone was proposed to
carry, and it adds momentum to
the fight against the harmful
effects of climate change,” said
NNU Executive Director
See Keystone axed...page 3

nity members to assist with
enrolling in health insurance
through MNsure.
MNsure is the online tool to
compare and enroll in health
coverage plans, and the ONLY
place to qualify for subsidies
that can reduce monthly insurance costs.
Insure Duluth serves all
Minnesota residents including
those who are uninsured, those
who buy health coverage on
their own, and those who qualify for state programs.
Starting Nov. 1 through Jan.
31 we will be helping people
sign up during open enrollment. This is the one time of
year anyone can sign up for
health coverage through
MNsure, without a special
enrollment period triggered by

life changes.
Applications are accepted
year-round
for
Medical
Assistance and Minnesota
Care. Review the table below
to identify what you might be
eligible for, based on the number of people in your tax-filing
household. For example, in a
household of 1, if you make
under $23,540, you will qualify
for Medical Assistance or
Minnesota Care (no or low
monthly cost) – If you make
between $23,540 and $47,080,
you will be able to choose your
own health plan, and will still
receive tax credits to assist you
with payments. Remember
when looking at the table to
think about your Gross Income
(all taxable income before
taxes are taken out).

U.S. citizens are required to have health insurance,
with some exceptions, and can be fined for not having
it. Insure Duluth will assist you in enrolling. Contact
any of the organizations on how you can get help!
Lake Superior Community Health Center • 722-9650
Community Action Duluth • 726-1665
Duluth Public Library • 722-9650
Duluth Salvation Army • 722-7943
Women’s Health Center of Duluth • 727-3352
Generations Health Care Initiatives • 336-5709

Bridgeman’s (Mall)
Mt. Shadow Drive

PLEASE MENTION THIS LABOR WORLD AD

Dear Labor Friends,
Thank you for your support
DIVORCE • PATERNITY
CUSTODY/PARENTING TIME
GRANDPARENTING RIGHTS
STEP PARENT ADOPTIONS
FELONIES • DUI/DWI
MISDEMEANORS • OFPS/HROS

and for the hard work you do
every day (on and off the job)
to make the world a better place
for us all.
Gary Anderson
District One City Councilor Elect
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TPP more threat than benefit
By AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

Local elections are over and
you can thank a lot of very
committed people for the 9
wins out of 11 contests labor
had. Everyone’s excited about
Duluth’s Mayor-elect Emily
Larson, even her husband
Doug Zaun. No political
junkie, he had some good lines
at the victory party. He said he
learned that GOTV is not a new
outdoor television channel but
means “get-out-the-vote.”
“After 17 years of marriage
you think you know all about
your partner and then she says
she wants to run for mayor,”
Zaun related to the large victory party crowd.
“Doug, this wasn’t in our
job description,” Emily admitted.” She was very effusive in
her thanks to all her supporters,
naming many including the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body and local unions.
She thanked her parents for
making her do all those things
you hate to do with a kid like
go to rallies, demonstrations,
and boycotts. Those childhood
experiences she said helped
make her want to run for
mayor. Her two sons were there

as were many of their friends
sporting “Emily’s Running
Mate” tee-shirts, but she said
no sleepovers that night.
Last fall she didn’t know
Phil Jents who would become
her campaign manager. She
thanked him for keeping her
focused, keeping her calm, and
not letting her “go off the
rails.” Can you imagine being
immersed in a 322-day campaign with a husband and two
teenage boys? She said everything you’ve got goes into a
campaign. “We worked our
tails off for months and
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months,” she told the crowd.
She spoke about public
service and said she wanted to
put down the microphone
because she wanted to go out
into the crowd and “talk to
you...the people who stood
strong and steady with me and
had my back.”
Earlier that afternoon I saw
her alone in the Labor Temple
at a table near the Bricklayer’s
office, quietly working the
phones. I passed by without a
word and thought of Alan
Sillitoe’s “The Loneliness of
the Long Distance Runner.” I
thought of Greg Gilbert leaving
the election night party early in
2007 after losing his bid to be
mayor. Seeing him walk head
down across Superior St. alone
was one of the saddest postelection moments I’ve seen.
It’s a tough thing to do to
put yourself out there to run for
office. We feel terrible for Janet
Kennedy and Renee Van Nett
who lost. Janet had some very
mean-spirited things thrown
her way. Hard to think it comes
with the territory. I’m always
impressed by folks who are
willing to run for local offices.
I can’t imagine serving on a
school board, especially if you
have to deal with Art Johnstons
and Harry Weltys. Good luck
to all in your public service.

After six long years, the secrecy is over. The public finally
has a chance to scrutinize the text of the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) for themselves instead of having to rely on
characterizations made by the agreement’s supporters.
America’s voters can now make their own judgment about
whether it meets their high standards for a 21st century agreement that will raise wages, protect our democracy, and promote
sustainable growth and development.
From what we have reviewed so far, we are deeply disappointed that our policy recommendations and those of our trade
reform allies in the environmental, consumer, public health,
global development, and business sectors were largely ignored.
The investment rules still provide expansive new legal rights
and powers to foreign businesses to challenge legitimate government actions, the labor enforcement provisions are still inadequate to address the enormous challenges posed by (TPP), and
the lack of enforceable currency rules subject to trade sanctions
mean the promised new export markets may never materialize.
We will be examining the text line by line in the coming days
to understand the deal’s full implications for working people in
every sector from manufacturing and agriculture to public and
private services. But from what we have already seen, it is clear
that the threats of this expansive new agreement outweigh its
benefits -- for good jobs, for democracy, for affordable medicines, for consumer safety, and for the environment. The hardworking families of the AFL-CIO will join with our allies to
defeat the TPP.

TPP opposition is growing
By Congressman Rick Nolan (D-MN8)
After years of secret negotiations by foreign governments,
multi-national corporations and their wealthy lobbyists, the public release of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement
reaffirms what the American people have long feared, and what
those of us who have seen it already know: The TPP is terrible,
job-killing public policy.
It promises to send more good American jobs overseas, close
more American manufacturing facilities, and facilitate the dumping of hundreds of millions of additional tons of low-grade, foreign government-subsidized steel and other knock-offs of
American manufactured goods into the U.S. marketplace. The
effects on our Minnesota Iron Range mining industry, and on and
our already depressed domestic steel industry would be devastating.
The TPP will force American workers to compete on a lopsided playing field with nations like Vietnam and Malaysia,
where wages are minimal and worker health and safety are of little or no concern. And it will provide other nations with the ability to skirt and undermine strong U.S. environmental, food safety, consumer privacy and intellectual property protections.
Make no mistake – Congressional opposition to the TPP is
growing by the day, and it will continue to grow as the American
people finally read this agreement and judge it for themselves.

Keystone XL rejection: Politics wins, workers lose
By Sean McGarvey,
President, North
America’s Building
Trades Unions

It is rather ironic that during
the same week that the Obama
Administration has chosen to
Board of Directors
formally deny the permit to
Pres/Treas Dan Leslie, IBEW 31;
construct the Keystone XL
VP Stacy Spexet, USW 9460;
pipeline, a new NBC News/
Sec Kathleen Adee, Education
MN; Mikael Sundin, Painters & Wall Street Journal poll shows
Allied Trades 106; Dan O’Neill, that significant numbers of
voters from both parties are
Plumbers & Steamfitters 11;
unified in their dissatisfaction
Al LaFrenier, Workers’ United;
Steve Risacher, Carpenters 361;
with Washington and the manTom Cvar, UFCW 1189
ner in which politics superScott Dulas, NALC 114
sedes concern for the day-to-

day struggles of Main Street
America. The action taken
Nov. 6 by the Obama administration is proof positive that
those feelings are not unwarranted. To demonstrate the
insidiously craven political
nature of this White House
action, consider that between
2009 and 2013 more than
8,000 miles of oil transmission
pipelines have been built
across the United States. And
by last year, that number
increased to 12,000 miles of
pipeline being constructed.
In other words, we have
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built the equivalent of ten
Keystone XL pipelines since
2009 and the White House has
not uttered one single word
about those projects. In fact,
Obama attended the groundbreaking for the southern leg
of the Keystone XL pipeline.
Yet, despite this administration’s own findings that the
Keystone project will result in
the creation of 40,000 jobs as
well as significant economic
benefits to our country without
impacting the environment,
Obama has chosen to place
politics over substantive policy

that only serves to advance the
agenda of well-funded radical
environmentalists.All of which
begs the question: Where does
this leave the Democratic
Party’s historical core constituency of working Americans? We won’t know the
answer to that question until
November 2016. But, to paraphrase Senator Ted Kennedy,
for all those whose jobs have
been our concern, the work
goes on, the cause endures, and
the dream shall never die, and
hope springs again in January
of 2017.
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Spirit Mt. water pipeline project a perfect fit but a long time in coming
Even if you don’t ski or use
the other amenities available at
Spirit Mountain in western
Duluth you’ve got to like the
$6.1 million dollar Water
Infrastructure & Erosion
Control Project that was just
completed after about 40 years
of wishing and ten years of
planning. Some projects are
almost too good to be true in
spite of how long they may
take to bring home.
Duluth Central Labor Body
President Dan O’Neill is more
excited about it than just about
everyone else. He serves on the
Spirit Mt. Board of Directors
and is a retired member of
Plumbers & Steamfitters Local
11, who still works with the
union apprentices. The project

had a lot of hours for his members, and other union construction trades. It will also make
Spirit Mt. a little more secure
financially for the members of
AFSCME Local 66, who work
there as city employees.
“This is huge for Spirit
Mountain, the city, the region,
and the environment,” O’Neill
said at the press conference
Nov. 2nd that threw the switch
on the project in the Grand
Avenue pumphouse. Within
seconds water from the St.
Louis River was blowing from
a snowmaking machine just up
the hill. The system worked but
its hard to make snow when the
temperature is 50 degrees.
Since it was created in 1974
Spirit Mt. has had financial

Dan O’Neill inspects the fine work done by union craftspeople on the Spirit Mt. pipeline from the St. Louis River.

trouble, and undergone many
changes, to save money and
make it more attractive to local
residents and tourists. While
the water project won’t have
many visible aspects it will
have a great impact. One thing
skiers will notice is that it will
take half the time to cover the
hill in snow. That is especially
important if warm weather
delays the start of snowmaking
operations and downhill skiing.
The water project was able
to finally be started this spring
with $3.7 million from the
State of Minnesota, $2.1 million from the City of Duluth,
and grants from U.S. Army
Corp of Engineers, Fish and
Wildlife, and the Great Lakes
Commission. The Department
of Natural Resources commitment was critical with in kind
services.
Spirit Mt. has been making
snow using 65 to 70 million
gallons of Duluth drinking
water that flows through 16
miles of pipe to the facility at
an annual cost of $150,000. At
2,000 gallons a minute it would
take 800 hours, or 32 days, to
cover the hill in snow if the
weather was right. Sometimes
it required more water than the
city could provide and snowmaking had to be shutdown.
“The reservoir would get
low and things got shutdown,”
said O’Neill. “With the pipeline built from the St. Louis
River, Spirit Mountain will
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Potatoes / Sweet Potatoes
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Butterball
Foster Farms

Betty Crocker
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Mann’s

Amaral Ranches Broccoli and
Romaine Lettuce
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Ocean Spray
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Entenmann’s
Marie Callender ’s

save about $200,000 a year and
make snow when they want.”
With the new pipeline it will
take 400 hours to cover the hill
with snow. And the valuable
drinking water from the city
can be put to better use. One of
those better uses could be to
help develop the St. Louis
River corridor, which is on
Duluth’s wish list and has been
for about as long as Spirit Mt.
has been there and the steel and
cement plants closed.
Another huge bonus of the
project is that rain and
snowmelt will no longer carry
sediment into Knowlton Creek,
one of Duluth’s 40 trout
streams, and the Tallas Island
estuary. The DNR’s John
Lindgren, a fisheries specialist,
estimated 50,000 tons have
been dredged from the estuary
and that’s good for fish. The
reverse water project will collect the runoff, filter it, and
remove sediment before the
water is sent back into the river.
Randy Anderson, Project
Manager with Foster Jacobs

and Johnson, has been
involved with the water project
for nine years and remembers
when tapping into the Cloquet
water line was one of the
options. He said it took “a book
full of permits and easements
to get the project started.”
When it did he said a great
group of union contractors like
Ulland Brothers, their Marine
Tech subsidiary, and Lakehead
Constructors did a great job.
“We couldn’t have thought
of pulling this off without the
skills of the union craftspeople” who did the work in the
field, Anderson said. “And we
had zero lost time accidents.”
The water project goes far
beyond the 6,000 season passes
Spirit Mt. sells each year, far
beyond the 160,000 visitors
who come annually, and far
beyond the $37 million annual
economic impact the facility
has on the region. Spirit Mt.
will probably always struggle
financially, but the water project makes the future look a lot
brighter on many levels.

AFSCME steward likes project

AFSCME Local 66 represents workers at Spirit Mountain.
Their numbers vary greatly during the course of the year because
of the seasonal nature of the facility. Joanne Shovein is Union
Steward for the bargaining unit. As a 21-year employee she has
been at Spirit Mt. longer than just about anyone. She thinks the
new water project/pipeline will be good for Spirit Mt. even
though it will mean a loss of 400 hours of labor for making snow.
“The project is good for Spirit Mountain – we’ve always been
in a money crunch,” Shovein said last week.
She said the bargaining unit of 20 to 30 people can increase
up to 125 during peak skiing season. At that time any AFSCME
members who have been on reduced hours or laid-off are called
back first. Some of them may end up making snow, which will
take half the time, 400 less work hours, with the new pipeline.
When the temperature is cold enough the snow guns are operated almost as much as possible.
“There was a lot of overtime and 12 hour shifts to make
snow,” Shovein said.
Since the snowmaking is a temporary job it is not covered by
the union contract but any union members brought back to perform the work get union pay. But because of the seasonal nature
of the jobs there is a lot of turnover in the workforce.
AFSCME 66 is in negotiations with Spirit Mt. on their contract that expired July 1. Spirit Mt. hired private attorney Joe
Roby to negotiate for them rather than use someone from the
City of Duluth Attorney’s office even though the contract rolls
over until there is a settlement. Management has presented their
“last, best, final offer.”

Thank you for your support!
Now let's work together
to ensure our kids have
excellent public schools
here in Duluth.
Duluth School Board–Elect

NORA SANDSTAD • District 3
Paid for by Nora Sandstad Volunteer Committee
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Polymet’s Final Environmental Impact Statement gets approval
Last Friday the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, US Forest Service and US
Army Corps of Engineers completed Polymet’s NorthMet
Final Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). The document, posted on dnr.state.mn.
us, says PolyMet will be able
to mine and process copper,
nickel and platinum group metals in a manner that:
• Complies with strict state
and federal laws;
• Protects the environment;
• Creates hundreds of highpaying jobs in northern
Minnesota
This is a major step forward
after 10 years of intense review
for the $650 million project
that would create an estimated
350 direct jobs, 1000 indirect
jobs and 500 construction jobs.
“The long-awaited release
of the environmental impact
statement proves that the
Polymet mine can be built and
operated in a way that will not
only bring jobs to our region,
but that it can be done in a way
that is environmentally safe
and stable,” said Senator David
Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm),
Chair of the Senate Environment, Economic Development,
&
Agriculture
Finance
Committee. “This project will

be an asset for Minnesota, and
is valuable for the whole country in providing a domestic
source of minerals and
resources that are needed for
our next generation of technology like wind turbines, cellphones, computers, solar panels, catalytic converters, GPS
systems and even our military’s
weapon’s guidance systems not
to mention copper wire, copper
pipes and stainless steel.”
He said the precious metals
deposit in Minnesota is one of
the largest in the world and will
have a huge economic impact
on the entire state.
“By utilizing the former
LTV taconite plant for processing the ore, it will essentially be
a massive recycling project on
a current brown field with a
tailings pond already in place,”
Tomassoni said. “We have
been mining for 130 years. It is
our life line so taking care of
our environment where we
work, live and play is as essential as the good paying jobs the
industry provides.”
Several more steps are
needed for the project to get the
green light to actually proceed.
The public has 30 days to
comment on the Final Environmental Impact Statement, and
US Forest Service and US

Army Corps of Engineers will
review them and decide if the
Final EIS meets process
requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act and
the Minnesota Environmental

Policy Act.
The 3,000 page Final EIS
confirms that PolyMet has
done everything asked of it to
ensure the project will create
jobs and economic growth in

an environmentally responsible
way. But Polymet still has
more permits to complete
before any mining can begin.
Lawsuits could also slow a
start they seek for next year.

The James L. Oberstar Terminal was dedicated at the Duluth
International Airport Oct. 30. The new facility opened January
2013. Among unions recognized for contributing to naming the
terminal after the 36-year Congressman who died May 3, 2014
were the Amalgamated Transit Union, Operating Engineers
#49, International Union Painters & Allied Trades, Minnesota
Nurses Association, and Plumbers & Steamfitters #11.

Buy1– Get 1
FREE*

*Second pair from our Select Collection.
Collect
Some exclusions apply. Cannot be
combined with any other offer.

Thanks For Your Service!
unionveterans.org
Aurora l Cloquet l Duluth
Grand Rapids | Hinckley l Moose Lake
Superior l Tw
Two Harbors
visionprooptical.com

WOR RS’
COMPENSATION
Are You A Veteran?
Contact AFL-CIO Community Services
to find out about local resources and programs.
Rachel Loeffler-Kemp
AFL-CIO Community Services Director
218-726-4775, rloeffler-kemp@hlunitedway.org
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If you’ve been injured on the job and aren’t getting
the help you deserve, call us for a free consultation.
Our experienced team can guide you through ﬁling
your claim, help with wage loss beneﬁts, getting
your medical bills paid and much more.
Our success is no accident.

800-535-1665

s

218-727-5384

s

130 W. Superior St., Duluth

s

duluthinjury.com
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U.S. House works its way through long-term highway/mass transit bill
(PAI)—Facing a slew of at
least 81 amendments – some of
them mischievous, dangerous
to workers, or both – the
Republican-run House spent
last week working through and
passing a massive six-year
highway-mass transit bill.
Solons faced a Nov. 20
deadline when the latest temporary extension of federal
highway and mass transit programs, and the federal gas tax
that funds them, expires. The

permanent bill extends them
and the tax for six years, but
only with three years of money.
Unions, led by Laborers and
the AFL-CIO Transportation
Trades Dept., argue the gas tax
must increase from 18.4 cents
per gallon to adequately fund
all of the nation’s highway and
mass transit projects. The tax
hasn’t risen since 1993. But the
House’s Republican leaders
turned a deaf ear to the unions
and Democrats, barring any

Nolan likes highway bill, gets
logging trucks off Superior St.
By Congressman Rick Nolan (D-MN8)
House passage of this bipartisan, long-term, comprehensive
surface transportation bill is a landmark achievement and a giant
step forward in rebuilding America. Its success underscores what
I have been saying all along: once Leadership cleared the way,
we had the bipartisan support and the will to get this done for the
American people.
The bill itself reaffirms what the heads of the National
Chamber of Commerce, the AFL-CIO, the trade unions and
elected officials at every level have told us in hearing after hearing. Our bridges are falling down; trains are coming off the track;
highways are crumbling; and these failures are handicapping our
ability to expand business, create good jobs and grow our economy. Now we have a new start. State and local officials will have
the time they need to plan long term projects that meet critical
needs while creating thousands of new jobs.
I am particularly pleased that my bipartisan amendment to
make winter driving safer for Duluth was also included in this
bill. My amendment permits the huge, 99,000 pound logging
trucks that have been forced onto Superior Street during the winter months to instead use a 24-mile stretch of Highway I-35 from
just north of Duluth to Scanlon. By doing so we will keep pedestrians, smaller vehicles and the logging truckers themselves safer
over the winter months – undoubtedly preventing accidents and
saving precious lives.

votes on raising the gas tax.
Adequate funding would
allow state and local governments to bank on highway and
mass transit money for operations, construction and repairs
– and to hire tens of thousands
of workers to carry them out.
Other amendments considered were:
• Radical right Rep. Steve
King, R-Iowa, and his allies
mounted their annual attempt
to kill the Davis-Bacon Act,
which mandates that construction contractors who get federal cash pay workers locally
prevailing wages. He lost 188238, Dems voted “no” 184-0.
• Rep. Jaime HerreraBeutler, R-Wash., killed the
targeting of millions of masstransit dollars yearly to the 7
most-urbanized states – whose
bus/subway systems are almost
all unionized – by redistributing the funds to every state.
• Rep. Jan Schakowsky, DIll., proposed increasing consumer information about the
condition of used cars and to
bring more honesty to used-car
sales. She lost 176-251.
• Rep. Lou Barletta, D-Pa.,
won by voice vote, telling
freight railroads to increase the
height and the strength and
protection of pressure safety
valves atop older railroad tank
cars. Railway Workers United,
an organization of rank-andfile rail workers from Smart’s
Transportation Division, the
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Teamsters’ Rail sector and
other unions, has campaigned
to install better valves to cut
down on damage from crashes.
• Rep. Reid Ribble, R-Wis.
lost to increase truck weights
on all U.S. highways from
80,000 pounds to 91,000
pounds, if trucks have 6 axles.
• West Coast Republicans
lost in trying to inject the federal government back into last
year’s dispute between the
International Longshore and
Warehouse Union and port
managers. The sides reached a
new contract, but not before
trading charges about who
slowed commerce through the
ports. At one point the port
managers locked out ILWU.
The GOPers demanded a
federal study of the impact of
the dispute, with the clear
implication that ILWU is to
blame. They lost, 200-228. A
second, neutral amendment, to
establish a commission, including federal agencies, management and union reps, to study
the tonnage and efficiency of
all ports, was withdrawn.

• Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga.,
tried to dump the section of the
bill that calls for “graduated,”
but available, commercial driving licenses for teenagers. He
wanted to replace it with a
study of the impact of licensing
teenagers, but lost, 181-248.
In a letter to lawmakers
Transportation Trades President Ed Wytkind supported the
original mass transit bill, but
said unions would lobby to
improve it as it needs more
money. “Our transportation
network is in dire shape. A system once the envy of the world
has fallen into disrepair, as
Congress has failed to authorize a long-term bill or dedicate
sufficient federal investment to
transportation.” He lauded
requiring the Federal Transit
Administration to tell local
mass transit operators “how to
effectively mitigate workplace
violence” and to increase transit worker safety, health, and
training. The bill also strengthens domestic content rules for
federally funded purchases of
rail and subway cars.

JOB POSTING–AFSCME MINNESOTA COUNCIL 5

POLITICAL ORGANIZER (Duluth Office)
AFSCME is the nation’s and Minnesota’s largest public
service union and a leader in the fight for social and
economic change. Join us and make a difference.
DUTIES: Engages and mobilizes members in AFSCME
electoral and legislative activities. Partners with Field Staff to
build leadership and promote PEOPLE, our union’s political
action committee. Works with members to develop candidate
questionnaires and screen candidates for electoral office.
Tracks member involvement and opportunities for growth.
The organizer will work out of the Duluth AFSCME Council 5
Office mostly working within the northern and western regions
of the state.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• 2 years political organizing/campaign experience demonstrating a commitment to social justice and grassroots organizing
• Ability to motivate and lead others to action
• Initiative
• Excellent one-on-one and written communications’ skills
• Knowledge of labor movement, political/issue campaigns, and
legislative process
• Ability to work long, hard, odd hours (including nights
and weekends)
• Valid driver’s license, functioning car, and ability to travel
• Good computer skills including word processing and
database management
• Ability to research electoral targets, elected officials,
issues, etc.
Salary/benefits determined by collective bargaining agreement
TO APPLY: Send cover letter, resume & references to:
Jon Grebner, Political Action Director
AFSCME Minnesota Council 5
300 Hardman Ave. S.
South St. Paul, MN 55075
Fax: 651-455-1311
Email: jon.grebner@afscmemn.org

DEADLINE FOR APPLYING: 4:00 pm, Monday, Nov. 23
ǤǡǤ

AFSCME Minnesota Council 5 is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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NYT article: Train safety system tested on Iron
Range 34 years ago worked, but canned

AFL-CIO
Community Services

News From Your Partnership Program
Rachel Loeffler-Kemp , Director

Support your United Way campaign
The United Way campaign is well under way, with many
union endorsements! You may see, or have already seen, your
union or the company you work for deliver campaign pledge
forms, host campaign kick-off events, or have Head of the
Lakes United Way (HLUW) staff present at a staff meeting.
HLUW is a network of local community-based agencies that
you can support by making a donation to their campaign.
Remember the Head of the Lakes United Way was formed July
1 by the merger of the United Way of Greater Duluth and the
United Way of Superior-Douglas County. HLUW serves
Minnesota’s North Shore, Greater Duluth, and Wisconsin’s
Douglas, Ashland and Bayfield counties.
Your financial gifts stay right here and are invested in programs where they will create the greatest positive change:
•$25 gives someone a week of meals at a drop-in kitchen;
•$100 provides 4 crisis/mental health sessions for a child;
•$10/week teaches a person skills leading to employment;
•$15/week gives 3 children a 90% reduction in dental disease
Whatever you give adds up to enrichment for youth, safety
for victims, life-enhancing opportunities for seniors, help for
those in crisis and more.
Through your support of the Head of the Lakes United Way
campaign you help support the Duluth AFL-CIO Community
Services Program.
The Community Services Program, a partnership between
the Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body and Head of the
Lakes United Way, has provided services to this area for more
than 50 years. Giving back is a union tradition, and important to
this partnership is the contribution of time, talent and resources.
This program helps union members and their families with
transportation, utilities, rent, eviction avoidance, foreclosures,
home repairs, food assistance and much more through the member emergency assistance fund and referrals. Last year, the
member emergency assistance fund distributed $6,435.06, helping working, laid-off, and retired union members.
Events and programs carried out by the Community Services
committee and union volunteers include; the Duluth AFL-CIO
Labor Day Picnic children’s area, Workers’ Memorial Day,
United Way’s Day of Caring, National Association of Letter
Carriers Food Drive, early literacy program assistance, tax site
preparation, holiday food basket and gift programs, cold weather clothing drives, services to the unemployed, and emergency
assistance administration to name a few.
Union members serve on community boards, volunteer their
time and talent, and GIVE to the Head of the Lakes United Way
campaign that supports agencies our union families and community members need.
For more on the Community Services Program or the Head
of the Lakes United Way campaign, contact Rachel LoefflerKemp, 218-726-4775, rloeffler-kemp@hlunitedway.org.

Some new light was shed on
the recent high incidence of
train crashes in a Nov. 3 New
York Times article by Ron
Nixon and it has a northern
Minnesota connection from 34
years ago.
Nixon’s
article
“Rail
Industry
Had
Safety
Technology Decades Ago”
says in 1981 Burlington
Northern Railroad Chairman
Richard M. Bressler, “hit on an
idea: What if the technology
used by airlines to track the
location of planes and help prevent accidents was applied to
the rail industry?” He had
employees create a safety system called the Advanced
Railroad Electronics System,
or ARES.
Nixon wrote: “The resulting
system was installed over a
250-mile stretch of track in
northern Minnesota’s Iron
Range in 1987 and ran as a
demonstration project from
1988 to 1992. Seventeen trains
hauling coal, grain and taconite
ore were fitted with the technology...The system, among
other safety features, allowed
dispatchers to stop trains automatically if the engineer
exceeded speed limits...But
after five years in operation,
the project was abruptly shut
down in 1993. The company
cited the system’s expense and

resistance from many managers who did not see how the
benefits outweighed the cost of
the technology. It calculated
that it would have cost about
$350 million to install the monitoring hardware and software
on the railroad’s entire system,
equal to about $580 million
today...After testing the system
for several years, Burlington
Northern sent a locomotive fitted with the technology to
Washington, D.C., to show federal regulators and lawmakers.
Federal transportation agencies
liked the technology and urged
railroads to adopt it. But, with

the exception of Amtrak, few
supported it...Mr. Bressler said
he believed industry opposition
in the past had been a
factor...It’s appalling that
things are still done so haphazardly. I think it’s borderline
criminal,” he said. “If a system
like the one we developed had
been used on the Amtrak train
in the May accident, it would
have shut down the engine and
saved lives.””
http://www.nytimes.com/20
15/11/04/us/a-railroad-safetytechnology-was-availabledecades-ago.html?ref=
us&_r=1

TPP text finally shown...from page 1
human rights atrocities are being committed and the rule of
law is being rewritten by giant multinational corporations.
“The rhetoric being used by TPP supporters is the same thing
we’ve heard again and again,” continued Berg. “From NAFTA
in the 1990s to President Obama’s biggest trade deal to date, the
Korea Free Trade Agreement, we’ve been told these pacts
address labor and environmental concerns and will create jobs.
Instead, we’ve seen massive job loss, an increase in forced
migration, and absolutely zero labor and environmental enforcement. As Congress begins to read and analyze the text of the
Trans Pacific Partnership, we can only hope they do not fall for
the same empty promises that have been made with every other
free trade agreement to date.”
Lori Wallach, director of Public Citizen’s Trade Watch – and
a former trade attorney who has consulted smaller TPP countries
to publicize parts of the deal they let her review – called its fate
in Congress “highly uncertain” due to “threats to jobs, wages,
safe food and affordable medicines…The intense national battle
over trade authority was just a preview of the massive opposition
the TPP will face, given that Congress and the public soon will
be able to see the specific TPP terms that threaten their interests.”

PUT YOUR HOME TO WORK FOR YOU!
Apply for our easy access
Home Equity Line of Credit
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Election night good to Labor with 9 out of 11 victories...from page 1
DISTRICT 2
JOEL SIPRESS
Joel Sipress has better
Labor credentials than just
about everyone and didn’t even
have an opponent in the election. He will return to the city
council to finish the last two
years of the term he won in a
special election after Patrick
Boyle won a county commissioner race.
“I have made labor a priority in my year and half on the
council,” Sipress said at his
screening. “If re-elected I will
work to raise up all workers in
our community.”
An American Federation of
Teachers member at UWSuperior, Sipress got over 97%
of the vote but voters had a little fun too with 75 write-ins in
his race. He was a strong, visible opponent of the ranked
choice voting ballot question.
DISTRICT 3
EM WESTERLUND
Like Sipress, Em Westerlund had a cakewalk in the
election when her opponent
withdrew but too late to be
taken off the ballot. Westerlund
won with 82% of the vote.
Barrie Love still got 465 votes,
but fell far short of
Westerlund’s unofficial 2,278.
She will be another new face
on the council in her first bid
for office and a Labor-endorsed
candidate.
Westerlund is a coordinator
for the Program for Aid to
Victim’s of Sexual Assault.
DISTRICT 5
JANET KENNEDY loses
Labor-endorsed and first
time candidate Janet Kennedy
lost her challenge to incumbent

Jay Fosle in far west Duluth’s
District 5. Fosle, a member of
the National Conference of
Firemen & Oilers SEIU Local
956 in the Duluth Public
Schools received 56% of the
vote to Kennedy’s 43%. She
lost by 510 votes, 2,215 to
1,705. Fosle won 6 out of 7
precincts and will be the
longest serving councilor with
eight years of experience.
This contest was the most
uncivil one by far with Fosle’s
supporters very aggressive.
Many opposed to his style rallied around Kennedy’s candidacy but western Duluth has
changed from the strong DFL
roots it had in the past.
DULUTH PUBLIC
SCHOOLS BOARD
Like the Duluth City
Council, the Duluth School
Board had three incumbents
who did not seek re-election:
At-large Mike Miernicki,
District 2’s Judy SeligaPunyko, and District 3’s Bill
Westholm. The three new
board members that will
replace them will have their
hands full trying to correct a
dysfunctional board and get
about the business of improving schools for students. That
dysfunction has been created
by Art Johnston and Harry
Welty, who worked hard to
recruit candidates to replace
the three incumbents who had
enough of their antics.
AT LARGE
RENEE VAN NETT loses
Renee Van Nett was the second loss for Labor on election
night after Janet Kennedy.
Alana Oswald defeated Van
Nett by 711 votes out of 18,701

cast, 9621 (51%) to 8910
(47%). Oswald screened fairly
well before the Central Body
and has some education experience. It will be interesting to
see if she aligns with Johnston
and Welty or is more of a free
thinker on behalf of the district’s students.
DISTRICT 2
DAVID KIRBY
Retired physician David
Kirby should be a calming
influence on the school board
and has an education background. He defeated Charles
Obije 2,776 (60%) to 1,857
(40%). Kirby screened well on
labor issues against Obije, an
AFSCME member.
Kirby has two children in
Duluth Public Schools.
DISTRICT 3
NORA SANDSTAD
Like Kirby, Nora Sandstad

should also be able to be a
calming influence on the board.
A former teacher, and current
AFSCME member as an assistant St. Louis County attorney,
Sandstad defeated Loren
Martell, cut from Johnston
cloth, 3,111 (64%) to 1,705
(35%). She won in all
precincts.
Two other non-binding ballot questions were asked Nov. 3
in addition to the binding
ranked choice voting one.
Voters were asked if they
want to see the liquor ban in
Lakeside/Lester Park overturned by the state legislature
and they said they do by a 2 to
1 margin. It passed in the four
precincts that cover that area as
well but only with 53%.
Voters also approved having
the Charter Commission
increase city councilors’ pay if
a two-thirds vote of councilors

approve. That question passed
59% to 41%, 11,528 to 7,912.
“We didn’t win all of our
races, and the fact is, with
regard to the races we lost, as a
city, as labor, as the DFL, we
need to look at that as a wakeup call and rise to answer it,”
Jones said. “Congratulations to
Emily, Gary, Joel, Em, Elissa,
Noah, David, and Nora, and
solidarity to Janet and Renee,
because all of them together
made what happened possible.”
There was 43% voter
turnout in Duluth precincts.
Precincts 1–4 that would be
affected by the liquor ballot
question all came in at 58 to
61%. Park Point’s precinct 18
did well at 55%. The
University of Minnesota
Duluth-area Precinct 10 was
dismal again at less than 16%.

In December of 2013, the

this decision. We do believe that
most of the workers, who have
Minnesota Supreme Court
been rejected, will get fair beneﬁts
decided a case called DYKOFF
in the end.
vs. EXCEL ENERGY. Since
If you have received a "beneﬁts
then employers and insurance
denied" (or KISS OFF!) letter
companies have interpreted the
ruling very broadly and used it to using some of the reasons shown
deny injured workers the beneﬁts in quotes above, give us a call. It
costs you nothing to meet with
they deserve.
us. We can help you understand
We do not believe that
where your comp claim stands in
eliminating a broad range of
light of the Dykoﬀ Decision.
comp claims was the intent of

The last Saturday get-out-the-vote started with a Labor
Temple breakfast. All Labor-endorsed candidates and many
local elected officials were in attendance. State Auditor
Rebecca Otis, State Rep. Erin Murphy (DFL-St. Paul), a
member of the MN Nurses Assn., and State DFL Party Vice
Chair Marge Hoffa, on her birthday, all came to Duluth to
pump up volunteers. Otto said she always thinks of Walter
Mondale at election time and his victory strategy of “you
outknock ’em!” Murphy thanked candidates for running,
saying elections are an opportunity to chart our own course.
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