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Barack Obama makes history!
Barack Obama continued
his explosive rise in American
politics finishing it off with an
historic victory November 4th.
The first term U.S. Senator
from Illinois will become the
first African-American to be
named President of the United
States when he is sworn in Jan.
20, 2009 as the 44th president.
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Born in Hawaii, Obama, 47,
NO. 10 the son of a Kenyan father and
white mother, is the first northern Democrat elected since
John Kennedy in 1964.
Obama and his vice presidential running mate Sen. Joe
Biden made short work of the
Republican ticket of Sen. John
McCain and Gov. Sarah Palin
of Alaska. Obama/Biden took
Pennsylvania early and when
Ohio came in the election was
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all but over. They took 52% of
the popular vote and blew past
the 270 electoral college votes
needed with 365. By 11:00
p.m. Obama was making his
victory speech to a Grant Park
crowd of 200,000 in Chicago,
who were joined by cheers
from around the world.
Like Bill Clinton in 1992,
Obama will enter the White
House with a Democratically
controlled House of Representatives and Senate. There will
be 57 Democrats in the Senate,
with three races still being contested, including Minnesota,
Georgia, and Alaska. Democrats would have to win all
three seats to become filibuster-proof, and allow their
agenda to move.
AFL-CIO President John

Sweeney said, “A sense of history hangs in the air: The political pendulum is swinging back
toward sanity, after many
months of work by people of
all ages, races, stations and
faiths hungry for change. Two
years ago, voters began voicing
real dissatisfaction with the
war in Iraq; this year, a financial tsunami stirred record levels of frustration. It took the
inspiration of a rare leader to
translate these concerns into an
election the likes of which have
not been seen in a generation.
Barack Obama brings new
hope to America’s working
families, and our increased
majority in the Senate means
we can translate that hope into
reality.”

Unions Obama’s firewall in swing states
Chad McKenna and Rosie Loeffler-Kemp did many, quick
get-out-the-vote training sessions for dozens of doorknocking volunteers in Wellstone Hall on election day. In spite of
the public’s apparent interest in this election voter turnout
was actually less in Duluth than in 2004: 72 to 75%. There
were a lot more registered voters but many still didn’t vote.

By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)-Overwhelming support from
unionists and their families
became the “firewall” of votes
that provided victory for
Democratic presidential nomi-

Area Labor candidates win big Nov. 4th
From Barack Obama’s historic victory for the presidency
of the United States to Steve
Detlefsen’s victory in Two
Harbors City Council Ward 4,
this area’s Labor-endorsed can-

didates won big in Nov. 4’s
General Election. There were
24 contests that area unions got
involved in and all but two of
them produced wins: the U.S.
Senate race that is in a recount

Franken, Coleman to recount

Minnesota’s U.S. Senate race is up in the air as Republican
Senator Norm Coleman and Al Franken, his DFL challenger and
the AFL-CIO-endorsed candidate, are in a virtual dead heat
recount that may not be decided for a month. Coleman’s margin
of victory has been sliding since election day even before the
official recount begins Nov. 18 after the canvassing board meets.
As of yesterday Franken trails Coleman by 206 votes out of
almost 3 million cast. After the initial count Coleman was
declared the winner by 477 votes. However, inaccurate numbers
reported to Secretary of State Mark Ritchie’s office from various
polling sites have been corrected. Among errors accounted for
before the recount begins were 100 votes from both Mountain
Iron and Pine County, which had exactly 100 wrong as Franken
had been given 24 votes instead of the 124 he actually received.
Coleman had declared himself the winner the day after the
election and had asked Franken to concede, but he refused saying all votes had to be counted, recounted and accounted for.
"That's why we have recounts," Secretary of State Ritchie
said, "Human error. People make mistakes."
Because the margin of victory is so slight it kicks in an automatic recount by state law.
Franken has received 1,211,359 votes to Coleman’s
1,211,565. Independence Party candidate Dean Barkley got
437,382 votes, and two others got about 23,000 votes.
Nate Silver, the politics guru and math wizard of fivethirtyeight.com, has said a coin flip could decide the race.
Franken did poorly in northern Minnesota for a Democrat. In
St. Louis County he got only 64,319 votes, while Congressman
Jim Oberstar got 88,137, and Barack Obama got 77,232. In
northwestern Minnesota Coleman actually won by 4,526, about
20 times his current statewide lead.
Two other U.S. Senate seats are still undecided. In Georgia
there will be a run-off election Dec. 2nd. In Alaska convicted
felon Sen. Ted Stevens and his challenger Democrat Mark
Begich are still contesting votes.

(see below) and Bill Kron.
St. Louis County Commissioner Kron’s defeat was a very
disappointing loss for Duluth
union members as he lost his
District 3 seat after 32 years to
Chris Dahlberg by 427 votes,
7,627 to 7,200.
The rest of labor’s candidates won out with Congressmen Jim Oberstar (MN-8) and
Dave Obey (WI-7) leading the
way as usual against candidates
few could name. There will be
254 Democrats and 173 Republicans at this point in the
U.S. House. Eight races are
still undecided. Oberstar, Obey,
and Collin Peterson, Minnesota
District 7’s rep. and chair of the
Agriculture Committee, will be
the three most powerful men in
the House.
Three AFL-CIO-endorsed
newcomers won state races
regionally: Roger Reinert, John
Persell, and Nick Milroy.
Roger Reinert goes from
being the president of the
Duluth City Council to the
Minnesota House of Representatives in District 7B,
replacing the retired Rep. Mike
Jaros. Reinert received 72.96%
of the vote. Oberstar got 82%
in 7B, Obama got 72.3%, and
Franken only 61%.
John Persell won in Bemidji’s 4A with 52%. Meg Bye
ran in 4B but lost with 46%.
Former Proctorite Rep.
John Ward won in Brainerd’s
See Area Labor’s...page 4

nee Barack Obama in key
swing states such as Michigan,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Minnesota, top AFL-CIO officials
and their polling analyst said.
The labor federation fully
intends to take advantage of
that key role to push its top
cause next year, the Employee
Free Choice Act, President
John J. Sweeney said.
Speaking at a post-election
press conference Nov. 5, after
Obama soundly beat Republican John McCain in electoral
votes and won a 52%-47%
margin in the popular vote,
Sweeney political director
Karen Ackerman, pollster Guy
Molyneux and federation
Secretary-Treasurer Richard
Trumka all presented evidence
of labor’s massive get-out-thevote effort in the presidential
contest, and its impact there
and in lower-level races.
The total campaign cost for
the federation and its member
unions topped $250 million. As
a result, not only did Obama
defeat McCain, but pro-worker
candidates won in key Senate

races, while several notably
anti-worker House Republicans lost their seats, too.
“In state after state, we
defeated lousy candidates,”
Sweeney added. “America’s
working families and our
unions were a steady force
powering the engine of change
throughout this campaign,
knocking on door after door,
talking person to person. This
year we expanded our battlefield, reaching out to more than
13 million voters in 24 states.”
Unionists distributed 76
million literature pieces,
knocked on 10 million doors
and distributed 27 million
worksite fliers. Particularly
crucial was face-to-face contact, Ackerman said. That
intensified starting in August,
after the federation identified 3
million undecided voters--and
went to them with its economic
pitch.
AFSCME and the Communications Workers alone
each sent more than 40,000
volunteers into the field, and
the Steel Workers mobilized
tens of thousands more.
The AFL-CIO effort concentrated on 13 swing states,
notably the key state of Ohio.
Only one presidential winner in
at least the last half-century or
more--John F. Kennedy in
1960--has failed to carry it.
Obama won Ohio 52%-47%.
See Labor...page 7

Funds sought for National Workers’ Memorial
The idea for a National
Workers Memorial arose from
the hearts and minds of
National Labor College students who wanted a place to
remember their fallen brothers
and sisters. Each year on April
28, unions remember fallen
workers
with
Workers
Memorial Day. This effort
would give the observance a
home in the nation’s capitol.
Students agreed it was
important that such a memorial
be built on the campus where
union members from across the
labor movement come to learn
and strengthen the future of our
movement. To begin construction, their goal is to raise
$500,000.
In response to a mailing to
all
national/international
unions, 12 unions have gener-

ously contributed and 5 more
have indicated their intention
to do so by purchasing $10,000
granite benches to honor their
fallen ones. With other contributions a total of $175,000 is
pledged so far.
To fund the construction of
the memorial, the National
Labor College is calling upon
national and international
unions, state federations, central labor councils, state and
regional union bodies, other
like-minded organizations and
donors to sponsor an engraved
granite bench. If 34 more
organizations become bench
sponsors the effort will be on.
Once sufficient funds are in
place to begin construction,
slate pavers that border the
memorial will be engraved and
sold with a contribution of

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy
3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon

No ability to customize orders

Tues., Nov. 25

Two week delivery, often LATE

1:00 p.m.

Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

Pinetree Plaza

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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$2,000 to commemorate significant events or notorious
unsafe workplaces, like the
Triangle Fire or the Sago Mine
disaster.
There will also be opportunities to purchase bricks at
$125 to honor a fallen brother
or sister. American workers
(immigrant or not) may be
memorialized if they died on
the job or from work-related
dangers. Those who died in the
struggle to build their union, or
those like Mother Jones who
made important contributions
(large or small) to the labor
movement can also be remembered on a specially-prepared
adjacent spot. Each brick will
bear the name of the deceased,
the date of death and the name
of their union or occupation.
The college will keep track of
the location of a given brick,
and publish a directory of the
names.
Contributions will support
the cost of erecting, maintaining and administering the
memorial. A portion of these
funds will also support the
annual Workers Memorial Day
activities, held in April at the
National Labor College.
Remaining funds will provide
general support to the college's
work, including important
health and safety programs.
Find out more about the
National Workers Memorial at
the National Labor College by
visiting www.nlc.edu.
Years ago CWA 7214’s
Marlys Wisch developed plans
for a class she was taking for a
Workers Memorial Park behind
Duluth’s Labor Temple. It has
never been developed.

AFSCME Local 3801 (UMD Clerical/Technical) became the
first community sponsor of the United Way of Greater
Duluth’s Big Red Bookshelf, a program of their Early
Literacy Coalition. Joe Nontelle, left, built the shelf for the
local, and it was placed at CHUM yesterday. At right is
Joe’s wife, Jane Ebersviller, next to her is Geraldine Hughes,
both #3801 members. Contact Cheryl Skafte, 726-4729,
cskafte@unitedwayduluth.org. if you would like to donate
bookshelves for other sites or have children’s books to
donate. A Duluth school’s survey found 46% of children
entering kindergarten with insufficient reading skills.

Push for paid MN sick days
By Barb Kucera, editor, www.workdayminnesota.org
ST. PAUL - When people go to work sick, they jeopardize not
only their own health, but that of co-workers, the businesses
where they work and the public at large. That was the message
by a broad coalition that rallied Oct. 31 in St. Paul. Led by the
community organization ACORN, several dozen people turned
out to support proposed state legislation that would ensure all
Minnesota workers have at least three paid sick days a year.
"People don't want to have to choose between their jobs and
their families" when they are sick, said Patty Tarji, presidentelect of Business and Professional Women of Minnesota. "It's
good for business" to have workers stay home when they're sick.
Forty-one percent of Minnesota workers currently lack paid
sick days, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Many work in low-wage retail, health care and food service jobs
where they can't afford to go a day without pay.
The legislation requires all public and private employers with
10 or more employees to provide workers with one hour of paid
sick leave for every 40 hours worked. Businesses with fewer
than 10 employees would be required to provide one hour of
paid sick leave for every 80 hours worked.
The full text of HF 1334/SF 1324 can be found at the state
legislature's website http://www.leg.state.mn.us/

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2008, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B

Upper Deck

Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

Dick Lally, Business Manager (651) 646-4566

KOLAR
AUTOMOTIVE

GROUP

733-0100
www.kolarnet.com

When Others Won’t...KOLAR Will
4781 Miller Trunk Hwy., Duluth, MN
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Thank Veterans with support
by Union Veterans Council President Mark Ayers

Honestly, I was really worried about the racism card in
our presidential election.
Thankfully it won’t keep
Barack Obama out of the
White House, and the nation
and world will be better for it.
Racism should now diminish,
but will probably grow
stronger among hard core
racists. The rest of us can continue our march towards a
more just society with lighter
steps now thanks to Obama
being a great candidate, and to
America’s voters for recognizing that and allowing us to
have a “clean” election. We’ll
be lucky to have him as we
seek to find solutions to our
problems at home and worldwide. Comfort in time for a
cold winter.
Many of the unbelievably
committed volunteers who
worked the phones and
knocked the doors in this area
were astounded by the amount
of racism they found in their
contacts with union households. A lot of “white” folks
around here have had little
contact with anything but
white folks and still don’t trust
anyone that’s different. Let
their education begin. They’re
going to find that the color of

people’s skin doesn’t have
anything to do with their
desire to improve the lives of
their family members. That
many are hard working but
poorly paid for their work.
In the end only 13% of
unionists polled called race a
factor in their decision, and
they voted for Obama by a 3to-1 margin.
Now we’re going to find
out that our first AfricanAmerican First Family’s values are a lot like ours. We’re
not the Bushes, whose lineage
traces back to English blue
bloods, if you want to throw
colors around. They’ve never
cared about the working class
or middle class. The Obama’s
do and it’s going to be exciting
to see how they try to improve
our lives. I never thought I’d
see the day when a Black man
would lead the way and I
Next issues of Labor World couldn’t be happier. The
prospects of continued conserare: Nov. 25; Dec. 17.
vative, white, male leadership
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For years I’ve been saying
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we need more women in politOwned by Unions affiliated with the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body ical leadership in this country
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because they have a better
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager chance of working for the
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper common good. Until Amy
Klobuchar we couldn’t even
Board of Directors
President/Treas. Mikael Sundin,
elect one to the U.S. Senate.
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
Never had one as our goverV.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED 1710; nor, nor have a lot of other
Sec. Marlys Wisch, CWA 7214;
states. I never even considered
Tom Selinski, IBEW 242; Mike
an African-American would
Kuitu, Operating Engineers 49;
come forth to lead us. I was
Al LaFrenier, UNITE HERE!;
Shane Sweeney, BCTWGM 167G; pressing it just hoping for
more women.
Larry Anderson, Laborers 1091;
Regardless, we’re now
Susan Jussila, MN Nurses Assn.

~NOTICE~

On Veterans Day, November 10, 2008
As Americans, we celebrate Veterans Day by stopping work
and taking time to thank our military veterans from all wars, living and dead, for their sacrifice to defend our freedom.
This past July, the AFL-CIO formed the Union Veterans
Council to unite over 2 million union veterans and union veteran retirees in the effort to turn around America and create an
economy that works for all. Our first effort was to engage veterans in the election through education and mobilization on the
candidates’ stances on economic and veterans’ issues. One week
ago today, veterans, hand in hand with all Americans, chose a
new direction for our country.
Today, over 1.4 million active duty military men and women
are deployed around the globe, and 860,000 reservists stand
ready to defend American interests worldwide. Over the past
eight years our soldiers have returned home to a Veterans
beyond the all white, male
Administration support system hobbled by funding cutbacks and
chorus. We’ve got women and limited access to curtailed programs.
African-Americans who have
The AFL-CIO Union Veterans Council will begin working
broke down the ceilings and
with Congress and the president to champion our troops and vetwalls. We’re all going to be
erans. Already, consensus is mounting to fully support our veterbetter off for it.
ans, as evidenced by the passage of the 21st century GI Bill.
It is wonderful to leave the Going forward, the VA health care system and VA programs that
campaign season behind with help our returning soldiers transition to good civilian jobs - the
all it’s bad behavior, deceit,
G.I. Bill and the Helmets to Hardhats program - must also be
and lies, and enter a new age fully funded.
for America. An age of hope
The Union Veterans Council is dedicated to supporting our
again. Not the first one, but an soldiers and working men and women who’ve served in the past.
incredibly important one after On Veterans Day, we pledge to work to ensure all our current and
eight years of being made to
future veterans are honored with the support they need for a sucfeel scared and untrusting, as cessful transition to civilian life.
our standard of living
declined. Those eight years
came after eight years when
Dear Friends,
we thought we had become
The election is over, and no matter which candidates or issues
players in the middle class,
you supported, there seems to be an enthusiastic, upbeat feeling
under the conservative
around the country.
Democrat Bill Clinton.
In Duluth, there should also be an upbeat feeling about the
Nothing lasts forever and
results
of the school levy votes. At a time when the economy has
we now see an economy in the
tank just years after constantly everyone worried - especially as it relates to our personal
finances - citizens voted overwhelmingly to continue funding the
watching our stock prices.
existing levy. We could have voted "no" and put tax dollars back
We’ve got a leader who
cares about us all. I’ll be sur- into our pockets, but by a two-to-one margin we voted to do
prised if he and Congress can’t what's best for kids. In fact, nearly half the voters took that a step
further and also said "yes" to question 2, indicating they even
figure out how to take better
care of us and our country, and supported a further tax increase to improve education.
Sixty percent of all school levies fail, no matter what the cirhelp the world have a better
cumstances. In Duluth, with a scary economy and some people
opinion of America.
supposedly "mad" at the district, one levy passed in a landslide
This will be a good battle
back from the road to oblivion and a second one nearly did. Congratulations, everyone!
Speaking of people being mad, let's hope that just as those
and hopefully a little more
mud-slinging state and national ads have finally ended, the
fun.
We should be planning par- unproductive sniping about the long-range facilities plan will
now also stop. Was Tuesday's levy vote also a vote on the red
ties for mid-January and the
plan? I have no idea. But if it was, the community loudly said
weekend before Bush is out
and Obama in. “Jan. 20, 2009- it supports Duluth's schools. Because many of you have held an
interest in the District's long-range facilities plan I would also
-The End of an Error” as the
bumper stickers say. An 8-year say that as things quiet down after the election, there still is the
error. Unbelievable. Let’s hope possibility that the Let Duluth Vote group will submit their alternative plan to the Minnesota Department of Education.
the next two months find
Once Let Duluth Vote completes its plan, the Department will
George W. Bush taking as
analyze
it based on educational adequacy, financing and other
much vacation as he did on his
solid
criteria,
not on hyperbole or lobbying. If determined to be
way in the door. He’s done
enough damage to last the rest viable by the Department, the community can then compare the
merits of each plan in an apples-to-apples manner. But until that
of my lifetime.
happens, there's nothing to do but let the process run its course.
Thank you to everyone for your continued commitment to
This Day In History Duluth's
students and future.
from
Mimi Larson, Chair, Vote Yes for Kids
www.workdayminnesota.org

Thanks for levy support

November 12, 1882
The St. Paul Trades & Labor
Assembly was founded and
became part of the newly
formed American Federation
of Labor.
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“Quote, Unquote”
"We’re delighted we’ll have a new neighbor across
the park." ~AFL-CIO President John J. Sweeney about
Barack Obama winning the election and the White House being
just over a block away from AFL-CIO headquarters.
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Area Labor’s candidates win 22 of 24 races on election day...from page 1
District 12A with 65%.
Most AFL-CIO-endorsed
incumbents won with over
60% of the vote. Reps. Anzelc
(3A), Solberg (3B), Rukavina
(5A), Sertich (5B), Dill (6A),
Murphy (6A), Huntley (7A),
and Hilty (8A) had little trouble
dispatching challengers.
In District 8B, AFL-CIOendorsed Rep. Tim Faust and
challenger former Rep. Judy
Soderstrom faced off for the
third consecutive time. She

beat him by 97 votes six years
ago, he won four years ago by
about 200, and he won again
this year by about 300 votes in
just over 20,000 cast.
DFLers increased their lead
in the Minnesota House to 87
seats to the Republicans 47, but
failed to get to the 90 votes
needed to override gubernatorial vetoes. The House will see
12 new Republicans and 11
new DFLers.
When the 86th legislative

session begins Jan. 6, 2009,
Rep. Margaret Anderson
Kelliher (DFL-Mpls) is expected to be voted in as Speaker of
the House again. Rep. Tony
Sertich (DFL-Chisholm) will
again be majority leader after
the DFL Caucus made those
choices last Friday.
The third legislative newcomer
locally
was
in
Wisconsin State Assembly
District 73, where Nick Milroy
will carry the AFL-CIO

endorsement to replace retiring
Rep. Frank Boyle. Milroy got
an astounding 81% of the vote.
Neither Minnesota or
Wisconsin had state senate
races this year.
AFL-CIO-endorsed
St.
Louis County Commissioner
Peg Sweeney retained her
District 5 seat with a 9,856 to
6,829 victory over Sam
Haddad, a Teamster Local 320
operator for the county, and a
delegate to the Duluth AFL-

Union Made Gifts for the Holiday Season
Union Made Holiday Gifts for the Entire Family
Our space is limited, so these entries represent just a sampling of gift ideas from
the many fine union-made-the-USA offerings you can find on the Union Label Website
(www.unionlabel.org). Some products and services that carry manufacturers’ trademarks may also be produced in non-union and offshore plants. We encourage you to
read the label to verify the origin of all goods when you shop.

BOOKS

I Powell’s Bookstore

(www.powellsbooks.com) — with
seven brick and mortar stores in
Portland, OR and its highly successful online store. (ILWU).
I Union Communications Services
(www.unionist.com) which offers
an extensive collection of general
interest books and union-oriented
offerings. (TNG).
I Golden Books Family
Entertainment—books, toys
(UAW & GCC-IBT)

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

I Libby Glass Co. (www.libby.com)

(USW)
I Muench-Krueger Candles

(www.emkay.com)
I Pennsylvania House Furniture
(www.pennsylvaniahouse.com)
(USW)
I Pillowtex Bedding
(www.pillowtex.com) (UAW)
I Princeton Upholstery Metal
Household Furniture (IUE-CWA)

SWEETS & TREATS
I Godiva Chocolate

(Div. of Seagrams) (UFCW)

TOYS, GAMES, SPORTING
GOODS – FOR KIDS AND ADULTS

(www.russellstover.com) (BCTGM)
I See’s Candy (www.sees.com)

(BCTGM)

INFANT PRODUCTS

I Graco, Century Products

(a Div. of Gerber)
(www.gracobaby.com) (USW)

I Radio Flyer Red Wagons

(www.redwagons.com) (UAW)
I Clay Pigeons—Remington Arms

(UAW).
I Colt (UAW)
I Hillerich & Bradsby, bats and
other Louisville Slugger products.
(www.slugger.com) (USW & UAW)
I Leister Games, Novelties and
Hobby Supplies—golf novelties
and more (UAW).

HOME DÉCOR & FURNISHING
I Anchor Hocking Glass Co.
I

I
I
I
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(www.anchorhocking.com) (USW)
Cathedral Candles
(www.cathedralcandles.com)
(UNITE-HERE)
Crawford Furniture (IUE-CWA)
Homer Laughlin Fiesta Ware
(www.homerlaughlin.com) (USW)
Lenox Manufacturing (GMP)

Taylor union-made office furniture
offers rich, functional desks, chairs,
occasional tables, bookshelves and
more, such as these items in the office
of President John J. Flynn at the new
headquarters offices of the Bricklayers
and Allied Crafts in Washington, D.C.
Other union office furniture suppliers include Marvel Office Furniture
(www.marvelunionshowcase.com),
and Union Office Solutions
(www.unionofficesolutions.com).

I Russell Stover

I Wind and brass instruments from—

Selmer Bach Bundy Bluescher
(UAW)
I Yamaha Corp. (UAW)

OFFICE FURNITURE

KITCHEN

I John Deere Tractors, Mowers

and Gear (UAW & IAM)
I Rubbermaid Products

(www.rubbermaid.com) (USW)
I Snapper—Mowers and Snow

Throwers (www.snapper.com)
(USW)
I Toro Co. (IAM)
I Union Fork and Hoe Co. —Hand
Tools (IBB)

I All-Clad Metalcrafts

(www.allclad.com) (USW)
I Camillus Cutlery
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

(www.camillusknives.com) (USW)
Clauss Cutlery
(www.claussco.com) (UAW)
Cutco Cutlery (www.cutco.com)
(USW)
Electrolux Home Products
(www.frigidaire.com) (UAW)
GE Appliances (IUE-CWA)
Gorham Kirk Stieff Cutlery (GMP)
Rival Co. (www.rival.com) (USW)
White-Westinghouse Household
Cooking Utensils (IUE-CWA)

TOOLS & HOME MAINTENANCE
I Enderes Tool Co.

(www.enderes.com) (USW)
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CIO Central Labor Body from
Stagehands Local 32.
In Lake County AFL-CIOendorsed Brad Jones won in
District 3 and Rich Sve won in
District 5. Both will begin their
first terms.
Detlefsen, a member of
IBEW Local 242, is also a first
time candidate who won in his
Two Harbors City Council
Ward 4 race.
In Duluth the Central Body
had endorsed the school district’s operating levy, which
had three levels of questions to
it. Voters approved Question 1
to renew the current levy at
$365 per student. The next two
questions both lost. They
would have increased the levy
$700 in Question 2 and $1200
in Question 3.
Operating levies were
defeated in Proctor and St.
Louis County school districts.
It was a crazy election
nationwide that showed a shift
in power back to Democrats.
The shift was so severe that in
Minnesota
voters
even
approved the constitutional
amendment to fund the arts,
environmental, and outdoor/
sporting programs by raising
their sales taxes for 25 years.
The amendment won with 59%
of the vote, even though not
voting on the issue was considered a “no” vote.
In Duluth demon liquor was
denied entry in the Lakeside/
Lester Park neighborhoods by
one vote, 2,858 to 2,857, to
continue a 115-year ban.
Citywide voters passed a
conflict of interest charter
amendment with 63% of the
vote that will undoubtedly gum
up city business. Citizen complaints will be able to institute a
city council process to determine if there is a conflict of
interest on an issue.
In North Dakota 70% of
voters rejected Measure 2,
which would have cut their
state personal income tax by
50% and cut the corporate
income tax by 15%, at an estimated two-year cost of $420
million.
Colorado, one of the more
conservative states, like others,
is turning a shade of blue.
Voters there voted down a
“Right to Work” ballot question that would have decimated
unions.
“CHANGE”
was
the
mantra of 2008’s General
Election. It was truly a great
election year, starting right at
the top with the election of
Senator Barack Obama as president. Now we wait for Al
Franken to beat Norm
Coleman.
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SUNY report: 22% of America’s families feel “economically distressed”
WASHINGTON (PAI)--A
worker walks into a grocery
store on Long Island, and
approaches the checkout counter with a cart full of cat food.
The bagger, who knows the
worker, doesn’t say anything-but the bagger knows the worker doesn’t have a cat.
The worker is buying food
for the family, and cat food is
all they can afford. They’ve got
to pay the rent, instead.
A new report says the worker represents one of 60 million
people who are “economically
distressed”--a far higher share
of the U.S. than traditional federal poverty data shows.
The data on the distressed,
nationwide and in selected
metro areas, are in Economic
Stimulus and Economically
Distressed Workers,
by
Professors Michael Zweig,
Junyi Zhu, and Daniel Wolman
of the State University of New
York at Stony Brook. They
responded to a request from
Rep. Steve Israel (D-N.Y.) after
the first stimulus package
passed earlier this year.
Israel figured the first stimulus, with its individual checks,

would not give a permanent
boost to the economy--and also
did not adequately help those
who needed it the most. But
also wanted to find out who
they were.
They turned out to be people who pay so much in rent or
house payments, even for minimally decent quarters, that
they go without health insurance, can’t save, or must buy
cat food to feed their families,
according to interviews and
focus groups assembled for
researchers by Jobs With
Justice, the Long Island
Federation of Labor and others.
“The economically distressed work as cashiers, nursing home attendants, janitors,
maids, cooks, retail salespeople, truck drivers, secretaries,
child-care workers, and many
other low-wage jobs we all
depend on for daily life,” the
SUNY researchers reported to
the congressman, in the study
released last month.
“While families in all sections of the population are suffering economic distress, there
is a special and disproportionate burden among people with

high school education or less,
single-parent households (80%
headed by women), blacks,
Hispanics, and immigrants,”
they added. Half of the children in distressed families are
in two-parent households and
kids are 31% of the total.
The 60 million economically distressed working families
are those who must pay more
than 30% of their income to put
a roof over their heads. That’s
one longtime federal definition
of poverty. But to filter out the
wealthiest who may also pay
that much, the researchers,
using census data, defined the
minimal cost for the cheapest
one-quarter of decent housing.
In the nation as a whole, that’s
$570 per month. In metro
areas, it’s far more. The bottom quarter costs more than
double that in New York.
Those are the people a second stimulus package should
target, the researchers said.
The lame-duck session of
Congress, scheduled to start
Nov. 17, will probably consider
a $300 billion “Stimulus II”
package.
The researchers had a more

immediate idea: The present
needs of the economically distressed working families--for
such things as more Medicaid
benefits from states and
extended unemployment compensation--total $220 billion.
Take that sum from the bank
bailout money that has yet to be
distributed and use it for the
workers and families, Zweig
and his colleagues advocated.
The $220 billion would
cover three areas: $60 billion to
increase eligibility and payouts
for unemployment compensation, the earned income tax
credit, food stamps and child
nutrition, and housing subsidies; $50 billion to the states to
close their deficits, mostly to
restore Medicaid cuts; and
$110 billion in $2,000 average
checks to the 55 million households in the bottom half of the
income distribution, making
less than $50,000 per year.
The researchers calculated
the $220 billion in spending
would generate $330 billion in
growth of U.S. goods and services (GDP), thus providing tens
of thousands of new jobs.
“In the next year or two,

some of the direct cash payments might be reduced as
infrastructure projects come on
line to add dollars into the
economy,” they added. They
also warned against paying for
“Stimulus II” with offsetting
spending cuts or higher taxes,
“which would negate the stimulus effect.”
Longer-range reforms to
help the distressed workers and
families researchers recommended included:
* Universal health care
unrelated to employer or
employment status.
* Union protection and the
benefits of collective bargaining.
* Improved education for
the children.
“For economic stimulus to
result in growing production
and job creation, credit markets
need to function well so businesses can borrow to finance
expansion. New government
regulation and oversight must
be a part of any Wall Street
bailout for financial markets to
reduce speculation, increase
transparency, and restore confidence,” they added.

Thank You to all the Good Union Members who worked Labor 2008!
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Unions vow to organize new largest airline after NWA, Delta merge
ers.
"The days when Delta could
ride roughshod over their
employees is coming to an end.
Delta is creating the world's
largest airline. The Machinists
Union will make it the world's
largest unionized airline."
Calling
the
merger
announcement "no surprise,"
AFA-CWA
International
President Patricia Friend said it
"provides an enormous opportunity to advance the profession of over 21,000 flight attendants. With such vast opportunity also comes a great responsibility to protect the 60 years
of collective bargaining rights
that Northwest flight attendants
have long fought to maintain."
Delta Air Lines flight attendants narrowly missed becoming AFA-CWA members earlier this year. While AFA-CWA
won the vast majority of votes
cast for union representation,
Delta management's aggressive
voter suppression campaign
kept thousands from casting a
vote. Due to less than 50 percent of flight attendants participating, the National Mediation
Board refused to validate the
Not sure where to turn? Dial United Way’s 2-1-1 to election.
Last month, the NMB
get connected to resources throughout Minnesota. rescinded its proposal to make
For personal services provided by the Community Services it more difficult for unionized
Program sponsored by the Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor
airline workers to retain union
Body and the United Way of Greater Duluth Call 728-1779 protection when merging with
unrepresented carriers.
Community Services Program
Under the current proceDuluth Labor Temple
dures,
whenever there has been
2002 London Road, Room 94
a
merger
between an unrepreYvonne Harvey, Director
sented and a represented group
laborworld@qwestoffice.net

in reaching over
18,700 union homes
and offices at a
great rate? Contact
the Labor World
(218) 728-4469,

INTERESTED?

WASHINGTON - In the
face of a Justice Department
ruling clearing the way for the
merger of Delta and Northwest
Airlines, unions vowed to
organize workers at what is
now the world's largest carrier.
On Oct. 29, the Department
of Justice officially approved
the merger between Northwest
and Delta Air Lines. Airline
officials said the government
decision cleared the last hurdle
to merger and that Northwest is
now a wholly owned subsidiary of Delta.
Delta
CEO
Richard

Anderson said "the new Delta
will be at the front of the pack
in achieving the benefits of
consolidation and is well positioned to navigate the tough
waters ahead in a difficult
economy."
The merger creates new
challenges for organized labor.
Nearly all 31,000 Northwest
employees were represented by
unions, but only the pilots at
Delta are organized. Immediately after Oct. 29's announcement, unions vowed to step up
their organizing efforts among
the combined workforce,
which totals 75,000.
"The Machinists Union will
fight to ensure that workers at
the combined airline will be
protected by the guarantees
that can only be found in a
union contract," said Robert
Roach, Jr., general vice president for the International
Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers.
The IAM represents reservation agents, baggage handlers and other ground work-

Need Help? Dial 2-1-1

Your prescription,
your choice.

$95
Thirty-day prescription
of one brand name drug

and the represented group has a
majority, the NMB has extended the certification of the representative. The NMB wanted to
adopt a rule that would have
changed the simple majority

needed to "more than a substantial majority as determined
by the Board," but stopped
after months of intense lobbying by unions and pressure
from Congressional leaders.

HR 676 gets CWA, Kennedy?
The Communications Workers of America is the 20th international union to endorse HR 676, national single payer healthcare legislation introduced by Congressman John Conyers (DMI). “We strongly support H.R.676,” said Larry Cohen, CWA
President. “It was one of three bills that were cited in the CWA
convention resolution among pending legislation that address
CWA's key principles for health reform.”
International/national unions that have endorsed HR 676 are
USW, UAW, NEA, ILWU, NALC, IAM, UA (Plumbers &
Pipefitters), AFM (Musicians), UE, CNA/NNOC, SMWIA,
IFPTE, OPEIU, UTU, SEIU, AFT, AFSCME, CSEA (California
School Employees Association), UWUA, and CWA.
HR 676 has been endorsed by 470 union organizations in 49
states including 116 Central Labor Councils, the Duluth AFLCIO Central Labor Body being one of the first, and Area Labor
Federations and 39 state AFL-CIO’s (KY, PA, CT, OH, DE, ND,
WA, SC, WY, VT, FL, WI, WV, SD, NC, MO, MN, ME, AR,
MD-DC, TX, IA, AZ, TN, OR, GA, OK, KS, CO, IN, AL, CA,
AK, MI, MT, NE, NY, NV & MA).
HR 676 would institute a single payer health care system in
the U.S. by expanding a greatly improved Medicare system to
every resident. HR 676 would cover every person in the U. S. for
all necessary medical care including prescription drugs, hospital,
surgical, outpatient services, primary and preventive care, emergency services, dental, mental health, home health, physical
therapy, rehabilitation (including for substance abuse), vision
care, chiropractic and long term care.
HR 676 ends deductibles and co-payments. HR 676 would
save billions annually by eliminating the high overhead and
profits of the private health insurance industry and HMOs.
HR 676 currently has 93 co-sponsors in addition to Conyers.
Only reps. Keith Ellison (MN-5), Tammy Baldwin (WI-2) and
Gwen Moore (WI-2) are co-sponsors from the 16 congressional
representatives from Minnesota and Wisconsin.
Co-sponsors and bill text are at:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.00676:
Various news outlets are reporting that Senator Ted Kennedy
(D-MA) has instructed the staff of the Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pension Committee to begin working on a comprehensive healthcare bill to be presented in the next Congress that
convenes in early January. He needs to hear from supporters of
a single payer plan that now is the time to finally bring the
United States up to the standard of the rest of the world and offer
health care to all its citizens. With Barack Obama as presidentelect, the time is now to finally make health care a right of
American citizens.
Kay Tillow wrote Kennedy and encourages everyone else to
and remind “the old single-payer advocate” the time is now.
For more information contact Kay Tillow, Coordinator, All
Unions Committee for Single Payer healthcare—HR676, c/o
Nurses Professional Organization, 1169 Eastern Parkway #2218,
Louisville, KY 40217, (502) 636-1551, nursenpo@aol.com.

$29
Thirty-day prescription
of its generic equivalent

The generic drug can be just as effective. Choose FDA-

approved, high-quality generic drugs whenever possible. It can
save you money at the pharmacy and can help keep costs down
for everyone.
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Labor was Obama’s firewall...from page 1
would prevent a McCain victory.”
The effort, which began in
July, succeeded. Unionists
averaged “25-35 contacts” per
voter in the swing states. By
the time they ended, Obama’s
lead over McCain in Ohio had
grown by 16 percentage points,
to 61%-32%. There was a 22point increase, to 63%-27% in
Pennsylvania, and a 26-point
change in Michigan, to 68%23%.
Molyneux presented graphics from his organization’s poll
of 1,487 union voters nationwide, including 855 in battleground states such as Missouri,
Minnesota, Michigan Pennsylvania and Ohio. The overall
picture showed a 67%-30%
edge for Obama among all
union voters, with 3% going to
other candidates.
Among white women,
Obama trailed by seven percentage points nationwide -though he won the overall
women’s
vote--but
beat
McCain among unionized
white women by 47%.
Exit polls show Obama won
majorities in both sexes,
though there was, as usual, a
pro-Democratic gender gap,
where women favored Obama
more than men did. But the
margins that tilted both sexes to
Obama came from minority
groups: 96% among blacks,
67% among Hispanics.
In the battlegrounds, the
Obama-McCain score was
69%-28%. Molyneux also
took a separate poll of Working
America voters in four battleground
states--Minnesota,
Ohio, Oregon and Pennsylvania--and they backed Obama

67%-30%. The margins of
error were 3.5% in the larger
poll and 4% in battlegrounds.
Those figures included huge
margins among unionized
white men, thought to be a key
vulnerability for Obama. By
contrast, all non-union members went for Obama by a 5147% margin “though that will
probably drop” as further data
from absentee ballots are
counted, Molyneux said.
The Working America figures were especially important,
he added, because that group is
more white and more conservative than unionists as a whole.
One-third of Working America
members own guns and onefourth are members of the
National Rifle Association. Yet
majorities of those groups in
battlegrounds went for Obama.
The big issue--no surprise-was the economy and jobs.

Molyneux said 60% of respondents named it as their top
issue. The war in Iraq (28%)
and health care (26%), trailed.
Four years ago, when antiworker GOP President George
W. Bush narrowly beat laborbacked Sen. John F. Kerry (DMass.), the economy (42%)
barely edged the war (40%) as
the top issue. The AFL-CIO, in
2005, for its first time ever,
broke with an administration
on a war.
Molyneux noted that race
was a factor, for one of every
eight union voters (13%)
polled--but not in the way that
had been forecast, since
Obama is the first AfricanAmerican major-party nominee. Only 4% of union voters,
at the end, called race their
“single most important factor,”
and another 9% called it one of
their key factors. Of the whites

Surprise, a smooth election!
The last two presidential elections in the United States came
off so poorly that many continued to fear the worst for Nov. 4’s
General Election. In 2000 and 2004 it seemed things were
planned to go poorly in some states, including the vote count.
This year records were set for pre-registration and early voting as voters hoped to avoid problems at the polls. Those efforts
by voters along with election officials that were better prepared,
and watchers at the polls to make sure voters were allowed to
vote, resulted in the election coming off fairly smoothly.
It also didn’t hurt that Barack Obama and Joe Biden’s margin
of victory didn’t make it a difficult contest to call.

Thank You!

AFL-CIO & DFL Endorsed

not only did the federation
and its member unions commit
thousands of workers, out of
more than 250,000 volunteers
overall, to Ohio, but Working
America, the AFL-CIO affiliate
for those who can’t join unions,
had tens thousands of volunteers and 800,000 members.
That’s one third of the group’s
nationwide total.
Between the union turnout
and Working America, unionists and their households comprised 30% of the Ohio electorate, she said. Neither Ackerman nor Molyneux could
estimate the union and unionallied share of the total U.S.
electorate on Tuesday, though
some exit polls put it at 21%,
above unions’ 12% share of the
workforce.
After the federation’s
endorsement of Obama, before
the Democratic convention,
“We began an intensive campaign to re-introduce him to
union voters, in states like
Pennsylvania
and
Ohio,
emphasizing his pro-workingfamily background,” Ackerman explained. “We always
said we were the firewall that
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in that group, three-fourths
(73%-24%) voted for Obama.
“It was impressive that it
was that low,” Molyneux said.
“By the end, among all voters
caring about it, they voted for
Obama 76%-21%.” Change
To Win, the nation’s other labor
federation, released its poll
results Nov. 6.
“Led by a candidate of
uncommon ability to inspire
hope, we reclaimed our country from those who are serving
corporate interests and the
privileged at the expense of
everyone else,” Sweeney said.
“Today is one of the brightest days in my lifetime of fighting for working men and
women….and I can safely say
that today is one of the brightest days for working people
across our nation,” added the
74-year-old Sweeney.
Alluding to the facts that the
White House is just over a
block away from AFL-CIO
headquarters and that he was
inside only once in the eightyear reign of anti-Bush--for a
dinner honoring the Pope-Sweeney said: “We’re delighted we’ll have a new neighbor
across the park.”

OPTICAL
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Labor’s agenda emerging for lame duck session, Obama presidency
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON--By bits
and pieces, in congratulatory
statements to President-elect
Barack Obama and in press
conferences, labor’s legislative
agenda for the new Democratic-run government that starts
next year is emerging.
Headlining it, of course, is
the Employee Free Choice

Act, designed to help level the
playing field between workers
and bosses in organizing and
bargaining. The act would
legalize card check recognition
of unions, increase fines for
labor law-breaking, order arbitration if a first contract isn’t
reached in 120 days and make
court orders against labor lawbreakers easier.
That’s also the measure that

will draw the most-immediate,
well-funded and bitter opposition--as the Chamber of
Commerce called it the top priority for defeat in a Nov. 6
press conference.
Even before next year, however, labor will be busy when
the current 110th Congress
returns for a lame-duck session
starting Nov. 17. AFL-CIO
President John J. Sweeney and

Injured on the job?

We can help.
Receiving fair compensation for on-the-job injuries isn’t simple.
You may run into red tape and your employer’s Workers’
Compensation insurer may try to cut or reduce your benefits.
That’s where we come in. We’ve helped thousands of workers
successfully negotiate the complexities of the system and emerge
with benefits which reflect fair compensation for their hurt.
If you’ve suffered a work related injury, call us. We have the
experience to show you the way.

federation Legislative Director
Bill Samuel made clear unions
would push hard for a
“Stimulus II” bill.
Elements of that legislation
include extending federal jobless benefits from their current
26 weeks to 39, billions of dollars in spending for infrastructure projects that could quickly
provide high-paying construction jobs--and extending aid to
the states to deal with rising
costs of Medicaid, the health
care program for the poor hit
by growing numbers of uninsured unemployed.
“The election is just step
one in delivering the change
we need,” said Sweeney.
“Working men and women are
poised to keep pumping to help
the Obama administration lead
the change we need. There will
be no gap or letdown.” Added
Change to Win Chair Anna
Burger: “Nov. 4 was the beginning, not the end, of a workers
political movement.”
Other elements of labor’s
legislative agenda include:
* Legislation reversing the
U.S. Supreme Court’s Lilly
Ledbetter ruling, which virtually barred anyone from suing
employers for pay discrimination based on sex--or any other
factor--except within 180 days
of being hired. Like the EFCA
labor-backed legislation overturning the High Court’s ruling
passed the House in this
Congress but was killed by one
of the Senate GOP’s 104 successful filibusters.
* Legislation both expanding the Family and Medical
Leave Act and also, for the
first time, enacting paid family
leave. A bill instituting seven
days of paid leave passed the
House Education and Labor
Committee, but got no farther.
* Legislation overturning a
Bush ruling that barred thousands of airport screeners from
unionizing. Federal unions also
claim they have assurances that

Obama will let the anti-worker
National Security Personnel
System (NSPS), imposed by
Bush’s Defense Department on
tens of thousands of civilian
DOD workers, die when its
renewal comes up next year.
NSPS strips workers of
whistleblower protections, collective bargaining rights and
fair hearings when discipline
occurs. It also lets supervisors
arbitrarily set pay.
* A bill, called the Respect
Act, to overturn the Bushnamed
National
Labor
Relations Board’s ruling that
reclassified millions of workers
as supervisors, not protected by
already weak labor law.
* Obama’s reversal of the
Federal Aviation Administration’s refusal to bargain a new
contract with the National Air
Traffic Controllers Assn.
Bush’s Office of Management
and Budget trashed a NATCAFAA pact reached in the closing days of the Clinton administration.
Six years later,
Bush’s FAA declared an
impasse and imposed a pact
featuring longer hours, wage
freezes for the most-experienced controllers and cuts for
the rest. Con-trollers have been
retiring in droves.
* Fair trade, not free trade.
Some 30 pro-fair-trade lawmakers were elected Nov. 4,
replacing free traders, which
will serve labor’s hopes of a
moratorium on free trade
agreements. Then, unions and
their allies would push the
Trade Act, a law that sets new
rules for U.S. trade negotiators
to replace “fast track.” New
rules include congressional
pre-approval of negotiation
guidelines and ordering the
insertion of enforceable workers’ rights into trade treaties.
The Trade Act takes away presidential refusal to bring unfair
trade cases against foreign
nations that dump goods on the
U.S. market.

Get Out! Two Happy Hours?

Oh yah, we deliver!

T-Bonz out done ’em again. We’ve added a new LATE
HAPPY HOUR to go with our original M-F, 3 to 6
p.m., dollar off drinks, 1/2 off appetizers. Now you can
add Sun-Thurs, 10 p.m. to 12 p.m. to the fun. Stop in!

PAGE 8

2531
West
Superior St.

727-0020
Grill

Don’t miss our great lunch specials Mon-Fri!
Affiliated with UNITE HERE Local 99

LABOR WORLD NEWS, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2008

