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Four die outside Superior from toxic gas
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After the perils of long, hard campaign, mayor-elect Don
Ness and Building Trades President Craig Olson share a
light moment prior to Ness addressing the Central Body
Nov. 8.

Labor-endorsed Don Ness
wins close mayor’s race
Labor backed candidates won six of nine races in Duluth’s
General Election November 6, including the mayor’s race with
Don Ness.
It was a bad election to be an incumbent, but, surprise, it wasn’t bad to be a labor-supported candidate. After September’s
Primary, local media and conservative bloggers had been cheering labor’s lack of success. What a difference better voter turnout
makes and it wasn’t even very good at only 50 percent. The conservative Duluth Citizen’s Blog, in fact, has shut down.
Ness, endorsed by the DFL and labor, took all the more conservative eastern precincts for a total of 15,398 (52%) votes,
1,404 more than Charlie Bell.
Bell, endorsed by the Duluth Police Union and the city’s
more conservative interests, took all the more DFL western
precincts for a total of 13,994 (47%) votes. He has deep roots in
West Duluth and was undoubtedly big on the “favorite son” ticket, even with staunch DFLers out west.
Bell had done very well in the eastern part of Duluth as the
top vote getter in the Primary’s field of 12 candidates with a total
of 6,769 votes. Ness finished second in September with 5,224.
Mayor Herb Bergson had been a distant third with 3,064. He
joined councilors Tim Little, Russ Stover, and Laurie Johnson as
incumbents who voters rejected.
Ness, 33, had more appeal to an increasingly active “youth”
movement in the city over the 57-year old Bell. The youth movement was not, however, generated out of the University of
Minnesota-Duluth as only 223 votes were cast in Precinct 10, a
dismal 7.58 percent of registered voters.
At the Ness victory party a gathering of 150 or better covered
a wide range of ages. They were held in check watching returns
in a race much closer than expected by many when a voting
machine in a Duluth Heights precinct malfunctioned and results
had to be hand counted.
Ness thanked his supporters and promised to start a unifying
process for a city mired in its historical east/west split.
He said agenda item number one will be the city’s retiree
health care problem, which he had started to tackle as an AtLarge City Councilor by creating a citizen’s task force.
See Don Ness wins mayor’s race...page 4

Four workers, three of them
union members, were killed
Nov. 1 by toxic gas in a culvert
in the Village of Superior, just
blocks off Tower Avenue.
Dead at the scene were:
Scott A. Kimmes, 40, a
member of Laborers Local
1091, his brother,
Joseph P. Kimmes III, 44, a
member of Operating Engineers Local 139,
Paul E. Cossalter, 41, a
member of IBEW Local 242;
Harold “Tim’’ Olson, 47, an
employee of Kimmes’ Lakehead Blacktop and Construction.
Cossalter was the owner of
Midwest Boring & Underground, a firm signatory to
Laborers 1091 and IUOE 139.
He is the son of Ellery
Cossalter, and brother of David
Cossalter. Ellery and David are
also IBEW 242 members.
Ellery started Cossalter Electric in the 1970s, and the brothers had Northridge Electric.
Both companies are no longer
in existence.
Dan
Olson,
Business
Manager of Laborers Local
1091, a Superior native and
resident, is a longtime friend of
the Kimmes family and the
brothers who died.
“This has been really hard
to take,” said Olson. “Con-

struction is a dangerous business and who knows how
many times they had been
down in that hole before, working on things. This time it went
wrong. Anyone who has
worked construction can tell
you of close calls they’ve had.
We all feel just terrible for
those four guys and their families.”
A pump in a pit at the
Kimmes’ landfill was apparently not functioning properly,
which caused Joe Kimmes III,
to go down to try to fix the
problem. He was almost immediately overcome by hydrogen
sulfide fumes and started gasping for air. Scott went down to
help and he too was overcome.
Olson and Cossalter followed
Scott Kimmes into the underground tank and also died
almost immediately. Two
workers did not enter the tank
after seeing what was happening and called 911 at 5:40 p.m.
Levels of the gas were so
high that the four were almost
immediately knocked unconscious and died. Apparently no
testing of the air had been done
prior to entering the 15 to 20
foot holding tank, which collects landfill run-off, which is
then pumped to the City of
Superior’s sewage treatment
facility.

Superior Fire Chief Tad
Matheson said it was obvious
when rescue workers arrived
that it was a recovery and not a
rescue situation.
Matheson said first responders used a gas detection meter
before entering the tank and
found readings of hydrogen
sulfide of 200 parts-per-million. Levels of 50 to 200 ppm
can cause immediate blackout
and sudden death.
Hydrogen sulfide is produced as proteins break down
in sewage and construction
debris. It smells like rotten
eggs, and is commonly called
sewer gas.
Olson said a bladder on a
pump in the culvert malfunctioned. It was supposed to send
water in one direction and the
gas in another.
After the tragic accident, 20
homes in the area had to be
evacuated because hydrogen
sulfide readings were found to
be about 25 ppm in one of the
homes. A faulty trap in a
plumbing pipe in that home
was repaired and families have
returned.
The pumping system from
the landfill to the city sewer
system is still being monitored
as city officials try to determine
why pumps and sewer lines are
not working properly.

Anderson, Cuneo, Gardner council winners
The voter backlash against
incumbents hit hard in city
council races where incumbents Laurie Johnson, Russ
Stover, and Tim Little all were
defeated.
Labor still did well, however, getting three endorsed candidates elected out of the five
available seats. Jay Fosle, the
first time candidate who
defeated Stover in far western
District 5, is a union member of
the National Conference of
Firemen & Oilers, SEIU Local
956, as a mechanic for Duluth
Public Schools. That union is
an affiliate of the Duluth AFLCIO Central Labor Body.
In the at-large race both
winners, Jeff Anderson and

Tony Cuneo, carried the
endorsement of the Duluth
AFL-CIO Central Labor Body.
Sharla Gardner, a member
of AFSCME Local 66 and one
of their delegates to the Central
Body, had a stunning win in
District 3.
In District 1 incumbent
Laurie Johnson, a field representative for AFSCME Council 5, fell victim to a trumped
up conflict of interest campaign waged by Todd Fedora,
who she had defeated four
years ago.

Election to the General
Election. Cuneo had finished
fourth in September, Anderson
third, to the top vote getters
Becky Hall and Tim Little.
But in the Nov. 6 General
Election Cuneo finished first
with 16,812 votes, and
Anderson second with 13,646
votes. Hall had 12,432 and
Little 8,438.
There were nearly 8,000
fewer votes cast in the at-large
races than there could have
been with each voter allowed
to vote for two.
Cuneo’s total was 1,414
Jeff Anderson
more than Don Ness received
and Tony Cuneo
in the mayoral election.
The at-large race took a
Ness, 33, Cuneo, 29, and
huge turn from the Primary Anderson, 30, constitute a definite youth movement for
Duluth politics, with Cuneo
and Anderson running for
office for the first time. They
See City council ...page 4

A packed election night DFL party at Carmody’s was able
to turn into a victory party for Jeff Anderson and a few
other Labor-endorsed candidates Nov. 6.

Central Body president’s position to be contested in Dec. 13 election
There will be an election
Dec. 13 for president of the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body following nominations at the Nov. 8 meeting.
Incumbent Alan Netland, a
member of AFSCME Local 66,
will be opposed by Sam
Haddad, a delegate from Stage
Hands Local 32.
Netland has been Central
Body president since 1998. He
is a Duluth resident and an
employee of St. Louis County
Social Services. He is president
of his local union and president
of the North East Area Labor

Council, AFL-CIO.
Haddad has worked as a
Stagehand parttime since 1989
but only got into the union
three years ago because of his
history of hours worked having
been lost. His fulltime job is as
a heavy equipment operator for
St. Louis County, where he has
worked since 1977. The Rice
Lake Township resident has
been a Teamsters Local 320
union steward for 10 years out
of the Pike Lake facility.
Voting will take before the
meeting as part of the registration process. Votes will be

Alan Netland

Sam Haddad

“Maxed Out” examines debt
State Representative Bill and Laurie Hilty invite the public to
join in a community conversation about the personal and national debt owed by Americans. The conversation will follow a free
screening of “the movie you can’t afford to miss.” “Maxed Out:
Hard Times, Easy Credit, and the Era of the Predatory Lenders”
which will be shown at 7:00 p.m., Monday, November 19 at the
J.M. Paine Memorial Presbyterian Church in Carlton.
The thought-provoking documentary explores the staggering
financial burden we live with every day and exposes how the
contemporary financial industry is set up in ways that can harm
unwitting customers. With both sobering facts and black humor,
it unveils the consequences of our debt addiction, including its
contribution to the vanishing of the American middle class.”
“Maxed Out” focuses on the uncomfortable truth that
America is crumbling beneath a staggering burden of debt. The
predatory tactics of lenders are examined as well as the lack of
regulation from the government. Companies prey on college students, mentally disabled, those in bankruptcy, etc. and are developing a system where they get rich off the poor getting poorer.
“Maxed Out takes viewers on a journey deep inside the
American style of debt, where things seem fine as long as the
minimum monthly payment arrives on time. With coverage that
spans from small American towns all the way to the White
House, the film shows how the modern financial industry really
works, explains the true definition of “preferred customer” and
tells us why the poor are getting poorer while the rich keep getting richer. Hilarious, shocking, and incisive, Maxed Out paints
a picture of a national nightmare which is all too real for most
of us,” says www.maxedoutmovie.com.
Also visit www.MaxedOutBuzz.com for more insight.
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counted on a per capita basis as
voted on and approved by delegates at the November meeting. According to the Central
Body’s Constitution, Article
IV, Section 5 this is the definition of what they call “roll call
voting” but what will be the
“per capita voting” system
used Dec. 13:
The votes of a local union
shall be divided equally among
all its accredited delegates
present and each delegate shall
be entitled to cast only his;her
assigned number of votes,
except that to facilitate the calling of the roll one delegate may
be designated to cast all of the
votes of the delegates representing his/her local union,
provided that if any delegate
shall challenge the correctness
of the votes so cast the individual delegates of that local
union shall be polled.
All the other 13 positions on
the Central Body’s Executive
Board will be filled by white
ballot as only one person was
nominated for each position.
They are:
Vice President
Beth McCuskey (Duluth
Federation of Teachers)
Secretary Terri Newman
(CWA Local 7214)
Treasurer Sheldon
Christopherson (Operating
Engineers Local 70)
Recording Clerk Larry
Sillanpa (MN News Guild)
Sergeant at Arms Lori
Doucette (SEIU Local 956)
Assistant Srgt at Arms
Theresa Gunderson
(USW Local 9460)
Executive Board:
Jim Brown (IBEW Local
242), Marie Pechek (MN

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., Nov. 27
1:00 p.m.

Lost Isle (Carlton)
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

www.kolarnet.com

4781 Miller Trunk Hwy., Duluth, MN
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volunteers over the years as
delegates from their union.
They’ll give that up with
December’s meeting so give
them the thanks they deserve.
Gaynelle Johnson has
retired from the National
Association of Letter Carriers
Zenith Branch 114 Merged and
so will not seek re-election as a
Trustee. Her position will be
filled by Scott Dulas of NALC
114.
Dale Kilby of Operating
Engineers Local 49 has also
retired and will not run as an
Executive Board member. His
position has been filled by
Brent Pykkonen of his union.
With Terri Newman moving
from her Executive Board position to secretary, her spot on the
E-Board will be filled by Laura
Laaksonen.

Bring a gift to Dec. 13 party
The Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body’s Thursday, Dec.
13 monthly meeting will be a holiday party where you can enjoy
the successes of 2007, look forward to 2008, and help others
who may not have as much to cheer about.
After a short meeting the fun begins but you need to do a little work before hand. Everyone that attends, including delegates
and many friends of labor, is asked to bring a gift for the
Community Services Committees Holiday Toy/Gift Drop.
Buy an item and wrap it if you can, and label it as being for a
girl or boy with an approximate age level, or for an adult by gender. A much appreciated part of the effort has been to allow children to pick out gifts to give to their parents.
There is still time to submit names of families that could use
help during the holidays. Food baskets are available for the
November and December holidays.
Holiday Food Baskets and Operation Toy and Gift Drop
assist local union members who are: unemployed and have no
benefits; injured or sick workers who are not receiving compensation; and others who have any other situation which place an
unusual financial hardship on them or their family.
Donations of gifts or cash should be sent or delivered to
Operation Toy/Gift Drop, AFL-CIO Community Services, 2002
London Road, Room 94, Duluth, MN 55812.
Also if you or your co-workers or union would like to adopt
a family for a child or two for the holidays contact Yvonne
Harvey at 728-1779 for information.

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2007, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dick Lally, Business Manager (651) 646-4566

If you have legal questions concerning

733-0100

When Others Won’t...KOLAR Will

Nurses), Brent Pykkonen
(Operating Engineers Local
49), Laura Laaksonen
(UNITE HERE Local 99)
Trustees:
Bruce Lotti (USW Local
1028), Scott Dulas (NALC
Branch 114), Craig Olson
(Painters & Allied Trades
Local 106)
Three members of the
Executive Board who have
served the Central Body well
over the years will not be seeking re-election.
Ellen Hanson (AFSCME
Local 3801) has had the thankless job of being the Body’s
secretary since Gerry Cleveland (Duluth Federation of
Teachers) retired in August
1998. She and her husband,
Paul, also an AFSCME 3801
member, have been incredible

• Small Business or Non-Profit Organizations
• Real Estate
• Wills, Trusts, or Probate
• Bankruptcy or Business Workouts
• Municipal Law

You know Greg Gilbert can help you!

G ilber t Law O ffice

(218) 625-8777 ggilbert@superiorlaw.net
Suite 563 Duluth Technology Village 11 E. Superior St.
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LARRY SILLANPA

Russ Stover, who lost his reelection bid for the District 5
City Council seat sent out this
e-mail Monday...“I just wanted
to let you know I had NOTHING to do with that public display referred to as a football
game yesterday. I know that
there are republicans out there
on talk radio and wacko blogs
that will try and blame it on
Laurie Johnson and I as a last
defiant act against the tax payers. PS-OK, so I slipped
Childress a couple of old
Denfeld plays, big deal, they
were better than his!”
Anyone else who has a
sense of humor please help the
rest of us. Thanks, Russ.
For those of you who are
sports-impaired, Russ was
referring to the Vikings game
Sunday. They got shutout 34-0
by the Green Bay Packers in a
terrible exhibition of futility
that was painful to watch,
again. It was the first time
they’d been shutout in the regular season since 1991, an NFL
record streak of 260 games, but
that doesn’t help us Vikings
fans. Like having someone tell

~NOTICE~

Next 2007 issues of Labor
World are Nov. 28, Dec. 19

LABOR WORLD
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
semi-monthly except one issue in
December (23 issues).
The known office of publication is
Labor World, 2002 London Road,
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.

Periodicals postage is paid at
Duluth MN 55806.
POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd.,
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812
6

7

(218) 728-4469
FAX: (218) 724-1413
laborworld@qwest.net
www.laborworld.org
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body

Subscriptions: $22 Annually
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper

Board of Directors
President/Treas. Mikael Sundin,
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED 1710;
Sec. Marlys Wisch, CWA 7214;
Tom Selinski, IBEW 242;
Laurie Johnson, AFSCME Co. 5;
Lynette Swanberg, MN Nurses;
Mike Kuitu, Operating Engineers
49; Al LaFrenier, UNITE HERE!
Shane Sweeney, BCTWGM 167G

you it was a good pumpkin pie
after they’d puked it up.
Childress could have avoided
the shutout by kicking a late
field goal but he’s above that.
It’s the only thing he’s above.
If you missed it, the highlight of the game was that the
Vike’s kick return specialist
and receiver don’t wannabe,
Troy Williamson, did not turn
around and run out the stadium
tunnel on any kick-offs. He did
prove he has great brakes, as he
stopped before every collision.
But before we lose good
readers like Erik Peterson, who
pretty much hates reading
about sports but will talk about
baseball for up to a minute,
we’d better return to politics.
Oh-oh, writer’s block. I’m
frozen between being tired of
politics, paralyzed by the
Vikings, and having tickets for
the Gopher/Badger game
Saturday with the Gophers
having lost nine in a row.
Humor’s the only answer.
Todd Fedora called Tony
Cuneo and Jeff Anderson Sunday night before the election
and complimented them on
having run good campaigns.
He encouraged them to not get
discouraged and to stay
involved somehow after the

election. Wasn’t that big of
him? Both will be seated within a spitball of Fedora in
Council Chambers although
Fedora didn’t think it’d happen. Great Gaffe Almighty he
must have been supporting
Becky Hall (no relation to Gus
Hall) and Tim Little (no relation to Frank Little). Surprised?
Cuneo’s above it all as he
should be after out polling Don
Ness in every precinct out east,
and out polling Charlie Bell in
every district out west. But to
be honest, Fedora did get more
votes than Cuneo in the seven
precincts in District 1, 16 more
to be exact, so he can crow,
while he searches for roadkill.
Life won’t be the same for
many of you anymore. The
Citizen’s Blog has shutdown
following the election. The site
said “In the spirit of promoting
a healthier political discourse,
the key members...have decided to indefinitely suspend operation....” HUH? I wasn’t one of
the 649,169 people they say
visited the site (Really?) but I
went there to mourn and to see
if it was true. “Key members”
is a grand name for a group of
anonymous chickenbutt byproducts. Any idea who they
may be?

Four workers killed on
the job: How many know?
By Mike Hall
Every year, some 5,700 workers are killed on the job. Those
deaths, which occur one or two at a time at a worksite, are noted
in articles of two or three paragraph in local papers—if at all.
Only when a large number of workers are killed do workplace
deaths get national attention.
On Nov. 1 in the Village of Superior, Wis., the deaths of four
workers—apparently from the buildup of toxic fumes—as usual
went unreported in the national press. The workers were attempting to replace a pump in what was described as an underground
holding tank at a landfill.
Jeff Vito, Superior director of Development and Government
Affairs, told local reporters the four died while in a confined
space, adding that working in such conditions is tremendously
dangerous.
In fact, it was the second time in a month a group of workers
was killed while working in a confined space. Last month, six
Colorado construction workers were killed after a buildup of
flammable vapors trapped them in a hydroelectric plant tunnel.
Safety experts say the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) has fairly strong rules about working in
confined spaces, but those rules apply only to “general service
workers,” not construction workers.
After the past year’s well-publicized mine disasters, there
was a groundswell of congressional and public support to develop stronger mine safety laws and ensure that the Bush administration’s Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA)
enforces both the new laws and the ones already on the books.
Looking at the seriously needed moves to improve mine safety, yesterday’s deaths led safety and health advocates to raise a
couple of questions.
• Why isn’t there a similar movement to address non-mine
workplace disasters?
• Where is OSHA’s long-promised confined space standard
for construction workers?
Two good questions.
Mike Hall writes the national AFL-CIO news blog,
http://blog.aflcio.org
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Election was bittersweet
By Chad McKenna, Field Coordinator
North East Area Labor Council, AFL-CIO
Bittersweet was the word of the evening Tuesday, Nov. 6.
While our Labor community lost great allies in our fight to
better the lives of all working people in Laurie Johnson and Russ
Stover, three other Labor endorsed City Council candidates won
their races with resounding support from voters.
Tony Cuneo and Jeff Anderson went from placing fourth and
third, respectively, in the primary to being the two top vote getters in the general election. Also in the third district, AFSCME
member Sharla Gardner was the top vote getter with nearly sixty
percent of voters casting their ballots in her favor. In the mayor’s
race, labor endorsed Don Ness squeaked out a win, receiving
52% of ballots cast in the race.
Congrats to our Labor candidates, Sharla Gardner, Tony
Cuneo, Jeff Anderson, and Don Ness for their wins.
And thank you to Laurie Johnson for your unwavering support of the working people of our community. Rest assured, we
all recognize that although you were not the top vote getter in
your race, this community is in better place because of your hard
work over the last four years.
Another thanks to Councilor Stover for your years of service
to the people of the 5th District for your work and commitment
to bettering the lives of working families.
In the races that Labor endorsed candidates prevailed, the
results were resounding. Cuneo received votes from nearly 60
percent of voters in that race and Anderson nearly 50 percent. As
mentioned earlier, Gardner rallied for almost 60 percent of the
votes. These resounding successes by council candidates can be
attributed to many things, but our victories would not have been
possible without the help of volunteers. A special thanks to all
who volunteered on individual campaigns and on our labor-tolabor effort. The staff members of the local unions housed in the
Labor Temple were tireless contributors in our labor-to-labor
effort. They often used their lunch hours to help get information
out to union members – thank you for your hard work.
Two candidates who did not get the nod from union members
made it through Nov. 6’s election. Congratulations to Jay Fosle
in District 5 and Todd Fedora in District 1 who won seats on the
council. Mr. Fedora and I have been communicating, let’s say,
spiritedly, through print media, and let me use this column to say
that I hope we can work together in the coming years to better
the lives of working people.
In other election news, a coalition of AFSCME locals in
Virginia made several endorsements in their local races that
turned out in their favor. AFSCME endorsed Mayor-elect Steve
Peterson, who will leave a vacancy on the City Council, sitting
Councilor Charlie Baribeau and, political newcomer Councilorelect Nevada Littlewolf were all victorious.
Vote and vote often.

“Quote, Unquote”
"People in unions were held to a different
standard than, say, landlords, attorneys, bankers
and businessmen. I don’t think that’s right:
working people should have a voice on the council."
~Sharla Gardner, a member of AFSCME Local 66, who won
Duluth’s District 3 race for city council as a first time candidate.
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Don Ness wins mayor’s race...from page 1
Ness said he hopes to
embark on a new era of customer service out of City Hall.
New zoning codes and streamlining the building permitting
process will be critical that customer service.
“Now our real work
begins,” Ness said. “Our goal
was not to win an election but
to make Duluth a better place
to live and work and conduct
business.”
Bell, in a television interview, said he lost because he
was not a politician even
though he has been running for
mayor for five years, having
lost to Bergson four years ago.
He had difficulty connecting
with voters even though he did
well citywide in the Primary.
During the General Election
campaign he made numerous
gaffes in interviews that made
it difficult for undecided voters
to conceive of him being
mayor.
The Duluth Building &
Construction Trades Council
was the first labor organization
to endorse Ness for mayor after

the Primary. Greg Gilbert had
been labor’s choice for mayor
but he finished a distant fourth
with only 2,886 votes. The
DBCTC endorsed Ness unanimously on Sept. 20. The
Duluth AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body endorsed him Oct.
11.
“The rank and file spoke for
us in the election,” said
DBCTC President Craig
Olson. “There couldn’t have
been a worse scenario for them
than Charlie Bell being mayor
after he’s used non-union contractors so much for his projects. Our members knew that.
We’re looking forward to continuing our great, 8-year relationship now with Mayor Don
Ness. He has taken tough, consistent votes as a city councilor
that have helped us with economic development, job creation and Project Labor Agreements, which are all important
to employing our members and
growing Duluth.”
Ness has been in a whirlwind after the election but
made it to the Central Body’s

meeting Nov. 8. It was the fifth
visit he had made to say thanks
in the past four hours he said. It
has been a “restrained celebration” he said because of the
importance of the work ahead.
“When we’ve been able to
make more of an investment in
our city, then we’ll celebrate as
we realize our potential and
stronger workplaces,” he told
delegates. “Our strength is our
people and you guys represent
that.”
He said the transition effort
to establish an agenda for the
next few years will seek all perspectives and Ness told delegates to let Central Body
President Alan Netland and
Trades President Olson know
your ideas.
“I look forward to the coming years and a strong partnership with labor,” Ness said in
closing.
Netland said he looks forward to the Ness administration and the ability to have a
conversation with the mayor’s
office.

City council races come out well...from page 1
pooled resources for a number of advertising efforts in
order to save money, but they
did a better job of fundraising,
door knocking, and literature
dropping than their opponents.
At a victory celebration on
election night they both credited the enthusiasm of their campaign workers and the support
of labor and the DFL for their
victories. Anderson and Cuneo
attended the Central Body
meeting two days after the
election to thank labor for their
victories.
Anderson had not been
endorsed until after the
Primary, which saw labor candidates doing poorly and conservative interests crowing. But
Anderson came two days after
the Primary to ask for labor’s
support and it was a turning
point in labor’s wins in the
General Election.
“I’m not afraid to stand up
and say I’m supported by labor
because I support labor,”
Anderson told the delegates
last week.

Cuneo said the media is
always trying to figure out candidates as being for unions or
against them but that’s not
healthy for the community.
“I know we won’t always
get along,” Cuneo said of the
coming years and issues, “but
we can’t keep perpetrating the
divisions in this community.
Whether we agree or disagree
our values are always to work
for working families.”
North East Area Labor
Council Field Coordinator
Chad McKenna, who ran
labor’s political efforts and
managed Cuneo’s campaign,
said it was the first time in ten
years that labor had won both
at-large races. In 1997 labor
candidates won all eight contests with Lynn Hardesty and
Patty Edwards taking the city
council at-large contests, Greg
Gilbert (District 2), Dale
Swapinski (District 4), and
school board at large seats
going to Eileen Zeitz Hudelson
and Laura Condon, with Pati
Rolf taking District 1, and
Dorothy Neumann District 4.

member of AFSCME Local 66,
got 2,427 votes to Heather
Rand’s 1,654.
Gardner credited her “best
campaign committee in town”
for her victory on election
night.
“We ran a clean, intelligent
campaign focused on the issues
and showed what a progressive
agenda is,” said an elated
Gardner at a DFL victory party
at Carmody’s. “Now we’ll
work to heal the wounds.”
Gardner said she was disappointed that the council will
still only have one woman on it
and not look at all like the City
of Duluth. Like Anderson and
Cuneo, she credited Laurie
Johnson for her work on the
council and help with their
campaigns.
“People in unions were held
to a different standard than,
say, landlords, attorneys,
bankers and businessmen,”
Gardner said about the campaign trail. “I don’t think that’s
right: working people should
have a voice on the council.”

Ballot questions weaken
strong mayor government
When Don Ness takes over as mayor on Jan. 7, 2008, he’ll
have less power than previous mayors after two ballot questions
passed on election day.
The Charter Commission made suggestions to have the
mayor’s selection of his chief administrative officer and city
attorney to be approved by a majority vote of the city council.
The council could have implemented the changes with a unanimous vote but decided to let voters make the decision. They did
Question one on the CAO passed with 60 percent of the
vote, with 2,674 people not voting on the question.
Question two on the city attorney got about 65 percent yes
votes, with 2,472 people not voting on the question.
Both questions surfaced because of events under Mayor
Herb Bergson. He fired his CAO, Mark Winson, who was well
respected, by posting a notice on Winson’s door and leaving
town. City Attorney Bryan Brown had refused to investigate a
matter concerning Bergson because he served at his whim.

Labor wins 2 of 3 races
for Duluth school board
Labor endorsed candidates in Duluth Public School’s Board
elections won two of three races on Nov. 6.
Judy Seliga-Punyko received 3,931 votes (54%) to Harry
Welty’s 3,261 votes in District 2.
District 3’s Tim Grover was the only incumbent on the whole
ballot to advance unless you consider Don Ness as a sitting city
councilor winning the mayor’s race as an incumbent winner.
Grover received 4,008 votes (55%) to Deb Anderson’s 3,188
(44%). She was endorsed by the DFL, while Grover, like SeligaPunyko, carried the endorsement of the Duluth AFL-CIO
Central Labor Body and the Duluth Federation of Teachers.
Bevan Schraw also carried those endorsements but was
defeated in the at-large school board race by Gary Glass, who
received 14,915 votes (60%) to Schraw’s 9,809 (40%).
School Board races were reduced to a mandate on the Red
Plan for consolidating Duluth schools to account for fewer students and aging buildings. The process to create the Red Plan
took a year and a half with thousands of hours of opportunity for
citizen input. But when it came to election time candidates filed
in opposition to the effort which had been passed by the School
Board, wanting it to go to a vote.
Labor has been supportive of the consolidation effort and was
an active participant in the citizen’s task force that recommended it. Most of the $293 million plan has been approved by the
Minnesota Department of Education.
While Glass is opposed to the Red Plan, his election will not
change the vote count on the board and the plan is expected to
move forward.

USED CAR LOANS AT
NEW CAR RATES

Sharla Gardner

Tony Cuneo
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Sharla Gardner’s impressive 60 percent vote total in
District 3 was a huge win for
labor. She will replace her
AFSCME union sister, Laurie
Johnson, who was beat as the
District 1 incumbent, as the
only woman on the council.
Gardner, a St. Louis County
Child Support specialist as a

• 1997 and newer vehicles • As low as 5.95% APR*
• 48-month term • Ask about 1996 and older financing.

Your neighborhood credit union

Hermantown: 218-729-7733 • Duluth: 218-728-3850
www.hermantownfcu.org

Sharla Gardner

* A.P.R = annual percentage rate, rates based on past credit history, includes HFCU Auto Pay Discount.
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Labor does well in off-year elections
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
(PAI)--Off-year election
results in state and municipal
races on Nov. 6 show union
voters are already energized for
2008, AFL-CIO President John
J. Sweeney says. They also
show unionists and the country
want “a clear rejection of Bush
administration policies,” adds
federation Political Director
Karen Ackerman.
Ackerman, Sweeney and
others spoke in a telephone
press conference after election
returns came in from New
Jersey local races, the Virginia
legislature, gubernatorial contests in Kentucky and
Mississippi, mayoral races in
several large cities and ballot
initiatives in many states.
The most notable results
were in “red” states:
• In Kentucky, former Lieut.
Gov. Steve Beshear (D), making his first statewide race in
years, handily ousted scandalscarred GOP Gov. Ernie
Fletcher. Beshear’s margin
was around 20%.
• In Utah, one of the “reddest” states for anti-worker
GOP President Bush in 2004,
the Utah Education Association
and its allies waged a successful mass campaign to defeat a
plan to give taxpayer-paid
vouchers to attend private
schools to the parents of every
child in the state, destroying
public education.
Vouchers passed early in
2008 by the GOP-run state legislature--but only by one vote
in the state house. They lost by
a 62%-38% margin and lost
every Utah county.
• In Virginia, where unionists are only 4% of the workforce, their get-out-the-vote
efforts, phone banks and
precinct walking helped over-

come GOP campaigning
against immigrants. Virginians
ousted 5 GOP state senators,
changing party control to the
Democrats for the first time
since 1991, and cut the GOP
margin in the state assembly.
In “blue” New Jersey, 33
more unionists joined 400
already elected to local offices.
Karen White, campaigns
and elections director of the
independent National Education Association--the nation’s
largest
union--particularly
cited the Kentucky and Utah
results as evidence of the energy among unionists. Ackerman and Sweeney predicted it
would carry over into 2008.
“There were 350,000 union
voters out of a total of 1.05 million in Kentucky,” Ackerman
said, including unionists, members of their households,
retirees and 50,000 Kentucky
members of Working America,
the AFL-CIO’s affiliate for
people who do not have union
locals. “And 77% voted for
Beshear. That’s an astounding
number.”
In Kentucky and Virginia
“we’re gearing up for Senate
races” and the presidential race
next year, she added. Senate
Minority
Leader
Mitch
McConnell (R-Kent.), who has
$9 million in the bank and who
has won past elections easily,
faces Bluegrass State voters
next year. Virginia’s GOP-held
U.S. Senate seat is open.
“Working people are driving a major change in the political landscape. We’re on the
cusp of a shift that could redefine American politics for
decades to come,” Sweeney
predicted. Voters, he said,
“sent a powerful message that
if you attack working people,
you do so at your peril.”
Thousands of unionists worked
Kentucky before the vote.

Though Sweeney did not
say so, McConnell led the GOP
filibuster that killed the
Employee Free Choice Act,
which would help level the
playing field between workers
and bosses in organizing and
bargaining, earlier this year.
In the Utah vote, 60 wellheeled Right Wingers pumped
$3.8 million into their provouchers campaign, and their
ad blitz tied opposition to
vouchers to “liberals” and
unions. It didn’t work due to
what NEA’s White called “our
new ground game.” Unions
and their allies, including student groups and school boards,
spent just over $3 million.
White explained the Utah
campaign featured microtargeting of pro-education voters,
especially in rural areas, along
with close coordination with
the AFL-CIO. That microtargeting, identified--and sent tailored mailings to--persuadable
voters or to pro-worker voters
who, however, were unlikely to
go to the polls in years past.
Microtargeting will be particularly useful, White added,
next year because NEA has a
high proportion of rural members and chapters in every
state. That could help turn out
pockets of pro-education voters
where, before, none existed.
She said NEA would continue
and expand both microtargeting and cooperation with the
AFL-CIO in 2008.
“We paid special attention
to rural areas. We pointed out
there weren’t even private
schools available for some of
these parents to send their kids
to. Some would have had to
drive hundreds of miles--and
we showed them that on our
website,” White said.
The results were led by
vouchers’ 4-to-1 loss in a rural
southwest Utah county.

Check out SGI at 4911 Matterhorn Drive!
When you need Any Type of Glass Work call this
area’s only UNION, AUTO GL ASS C OMPANY!
We’ll handle your insurance claim and do the
repair at your site or in our service centers.
But auto glass repair/replacement is only part of
what we do. Residential and commercial glass work
are a large part of our expanding business.
RESIDENTIAL~~Thermopane Replacement~ Storm Sash/
Screen Repair ~Patio Doors ~Glass Tub Enclosures/Shower
Doors ~Tables/Desktops ~Glass Beveling ~Mirrors
~Entrance Doors ~Vinyl Replacement Windows
~H-Windows ~Glass Handrails/Replacement

COMMERCIAL~~Store Front Design/Fabrication
~Besam Entrance Doors ~Automated Door Systems

Serving the area for over 60 years!

Nate Kiminski
Painters & Allied
Trades Local 106

SGI

SUPERIOR GLASS INC.
4911 Matterhorn Drive,Duluth
823 Belknap, Superior

722-7400 F 394-5588
1-888-899-6369
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Wal-Mart, China too cozy
The campaign to change
Wal-Mart recently issued a
report spotlighting Wal-Mart’s
cozy relationship with China.
WakeUpWalMart is an
organization of labor, community and consumer advocates that
bird dogs Wal-Mart’s behavior.
Their September report, titled
“Wal-Mart and China: How
America’s #1 Company is
Putting America’s Safety
Second,” highlights what has
been called the “ultimate joint
venture” between the Arkansas
retail giant and China.
The report coincided with a
wave of news accounts about
adulterated and unsafe products
flowing out of China. It points
out that Wal-Mart is China’s
number one importer and
China’s sixth largest trading
partner,
surpassing
even
Germany and Britain. More
than 70 percent of the goods on
Wal-Mart shelves come from
China.
“As the world’s largest retailer, with more than $42 billion in
profits, Wal-Mart has long had
the power and responsibility to
demand safer products from
suppliers, but instead it has
demanded lower prices and
tried to cover up the consequences,” said Meghan Scott, a
Wa k e U p Wa l M a r t
Spokeswoman.
In conjunction with its
report, WakeUpWalMart.com
launched the first in a series of
television ads running in 32
markets across the country. The
30-second spot, titled “Cut
Corners,” opens on a black-andwhite image of a mother and
daughter and a headline that
reads “Huge Toy Recall Scares
Parents.” A series of headlines
about other recalls appear on
screen, illustrating that “when
huge retailers like Wal-Mart
pressure Chinese suppliers to
cut costs, they cut corners. Now
we’re paying the price.”
Consumers are much more
aware this year of the need to
“Buy American” but their This “Made in U.S.A.” sign
interests aren’t based on sup- on a Superior Street business
porting U.S. jobs, it’s the self- plays into consumers’ fears of
interest of their family’s safety. tainted Chinese products.
At www.shopunionmade.org and www.notinmycart.org you can
find products to buy that will satisfy both concerns.
http://wakeupwalmart.com/facts/wmtchinareport.pdf has the
full Wal-Mart report and it’s on YouTube.com.
PRODUCTS IMPORTED FROM CHINA 2006
(in billions of dollars)
Apparel
Toys
TVs & VCRs
Furniture
$25.6
$22.3
$14.5
$13.2
$288 Billion Total, a $202 billion trade deficit
that the United States has with China!
Visit http://wakeupwalmart.com
www.shopunionmade.org
www.notinmycart.org
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Writers Guild goes out on strike, following by NYC Stage Hands
NEW YORK and LOS
ANGELES
(PAI)-Intransigence among producers
over sharing revenue from
DVD and Internet broadcast of
films and TV shows forced at
least 12,000 members of the
Los Angeles-based Writers

eters in L.A.--off the air, news
programs may soon join them.
Writers at CBS News in New
York, Washington, Chicago
and L.A. plan to vote Nov. 15
on a work stoppage, the WGAEast reported.
The key issue was refusal
by the Association of Motion
Picture
and
Television
Producers--the bosses--to share
Pharmacies are participating pharmacies revenue from DVD sales and
Internet rebroadcasts of scriptfor your prescription health plan.
ed TV programs and movies
We can fill your 90 day supply and for convenience we offer that the writers toiled on.
Right now, the writers get
our Ready refill™ program for automated refills. We can fill
little
or no revenue from the
your medication order in 3 or 4 days instead of 10 to 14 as
rebroadcasts, even though
you are accustomed to seeing using traditional mail order.
those DVD sales and Internet
WE ALSO OFFER:
showings are piling up money
for the shows’ and movies’ pro• Free mail out service
ducers and studios.
• Free in town delivery
The writers quickly picked
• 30 day private charge accounts
up support from one prominent
• Free blood pressure checks
union leader, as Service
Employees President Andy
• Order your prescriptions by
Stern joined their picket line in
phone, 24 hours a day
Pharmacists Lowell Jaques and New York on Nov. 8.
• Many convenient locations in Cindy Doe and Manager Debbie
Prominent show business
Isakson are ready to help.
personalities, who are also
Minnesota and North Dakota
• 122 years of pharmacy service in the upper Midwest
Guild of America and thousands more in New York-based
WGA-East to strike, starting
Nov. 5.
And while the strike initially forced talk shows--such as
“Tonight” with Jay Leno, who
delivered baked goods to pick-

All Thrifty White and White Drug

unionists, offered support.
Besides Leno, they included
Tina Fey, author of the NBC
prime-time sit-com “30 Rock,”
and “Saturday Night Live” star
Seth Meyers. Before his show
went into reruns, David
Letterman, on the air,
denounced the producers as
“cowards, cutthroats and
weasels.”
In Los Angeles, the head
writer of Fox’s weekly “Talk
Show With Spike Feresten,”
Tom Johnson, was hit by a
driver of a Honda Element who
threatened to run over any
picketer who got in his way,
witnesses said.
As might be expected, Fox,
the network run by right wing
mogul Rupert Murdoch, said it
would try to dodge the strike
by airing more so-called “reality programming,” such as
“American Idol.”
The other networks indicated they had taped some sitcoms before the strike began,
but supplies were expected to

run out by the end of the year.
And don’t think about going
to New York City to watch a
Broadway show to satisfy your
entertainment needs.
Stagehands Local 1 of the
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees with
3,000 members went out on
strike
Saturday,
leaving
Manhattan noticeably quieter.
The union and the
Broadway producers association and theatre owners they
negotiate with are fighting over
work rules that govern pay and
the number of stagehands a
production must employ. No
talks are scheduled.
Some shows do have agreements with the Stagehands outside of the producers association and theatre owners and are
running, including Mel Brooks
new musical “Young Frankenstein.”
There are 35 shows currently running on Broadway and
only eight are running.

INTERSTATE

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.
For a listing of all locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

SPUR

Pinetree Plaza
Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN

2700 W. Michigan St.

GAS - DIESEL
GROCERIES

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm

When You Plant a Tree, Consider Its Future

You’ll really like
our car wash!

Fall In
Love

he size and location of trees can have a direct
impact on your family’s safety and the reliability of
your electric service. It’s important to avoid planting
trees that will grow into power lines.
We’d like to send you a handy 16-page booklet that
provides guidance for homeowners, businesses and
other landowners on selection and placement of trees.
To receive a free copy of The Right Tree brochure,
call toll-free 1-800-228-4966. Or, visit our Web site:
www.mnpower.com/treebook.

T

With New

Glasses
BUY ONE
GET ONE

FRE E !*

Purchase a single pair of
Vision Pro Glasses and get
the second pair free*.
Single Vision • Bifocals
Trifocals • Rx Sunglasses
Progressive No-Line
and Computer Glasses!

Brian Asmus
Minnesota Power System Forester

DIAL

®

811

Gopher State One Call
Damage Prevention Center

an

company

OPTICAL

Call Gopher State One Call before you DIG at 1-800-252-1166.
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DULUTH • SUPERIOR • MOOSE LAKE
GRAND RAPIDS • CLOQUET • AURORA
*Must be of equal or lesser value: select from
special collection of frames and plastic lenses. Up
to a $258.95 value. See store for details.
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It’s 10 to midnight: time to wake up!
From chapter one of
“Escaping Plato’s Cave: How
America’s Blindness to the Rest
of the World Threatens Our
Survival” by Mort Rosenblum
released Oct. 10. Rosenblum
retired in 2004 after 40 years
as a reporter for the Associated
Press. This commentary is from
the Oct. 19 Guild Reporter of
The Newspaper Guild.

By Mort Rosenblum
Plato, who was never much
of a populist, believed most of
his fellow humans were blind
to reality. He imagined prisoners in a cave who could see
events outside only as firelight
reflections on a wall. These
shadows, cropped by the cave’s
opening, were distorted in size,
their details blurred. They
loomed suddenly and then vanished. Twenty-three centuries
later, these images appear on
backlit screens with words like
Sony or Dell stamped beneath
them. Otherwise, Plato’s simile
still seems squarely on the
mark.
Back then, musing over
philosopher kings and a utopian Republic was an affordable
luxury in a Mediterranean universe at one corner of the littleknown world. Now, blindness
to reality is killing us.
Today, a widening abyss
between the rich and the desperate erupts regularly into violence. Our planet is dying
around us. Lies carry the
weight of truth, just as George
Orwell and Aldous Huxley
foresaw. In practice, we are
neither as free nor as democratic as we proclaim. And the
world no longer trusts the only
superpower it has.
This book is a cri de coeur
from an American foreign correspondent who spent 40 years
in the wilderness watching
solvable situations in remote
backwaters escalate into worldclass calamity. Unlike captives
in a parable, we are not chained
with our backs to reality. To
save our world, we need only
turn around, take notice, and do
what matters.
In the 1960s, as a cub
reporter wading into the bloodspattered intrigue of Mobutu’s
Congo, I was sure my intrepid
colleagues and I could right
what was wrong. We would
report reality; my ennobled
countrymen would inspire a
“world community” to do the
rest. Not exactly. You can
almost bank on it: When a crisis looms, Americans somehow
manage, with the best intentions, to make things worse.
Challenges we face demand
sustained deliberation. Yet we

approach them with the attention of hummingbirds in heat.
Foreign
correspondents
who could help us do better are
endangered as a species. For all
the words and images we call
“media,” precious few trained
eyes see distant reality up
close, and these grow fewer by
the year. When reporters do
warn us of a crisis, we pay
scant attention. We react to
effect and ignore the causes.
And then, overwhelmed, we
cite that old saw as a path of
least resistance: You can’t
worry about what you can’t
change. We must turn this
around: You can’t change what
you don’t worry about.
Not long after Plato,
Christian prophets sized up
their mysterious world. The
Book of Luke assures: “And
when you hear of wars and
revolts, do not be alarmed by it;
such things must happen, but
the end is not soon . . . Nation
will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom;
there will be great earthquakes
in this region or that, and
plagues and famines; and
sights of terror and great portents from heaven.”
But back then plunder was
limited to the speed that any
particular horde could gallop.
Plagues spread no faster than
the patter of rat feet or the
swarming of locusts. These
days, a match lit in any corner
of the world can set fires just
about anywhere. Electronicsavvy zealots whip up deadly
riots over no more than, say, a
cartoonist’s
caricatures.
Ignorance, whether in Arabia
or America, is a weapon of
mass destruction.
We are past blaming anyone
for America’s collective blindness to a world we cohabit with
6,700,000,000 others. We can
no longer assume we automatically come first. Of course, we
love our nation. Other people
love theirs, too. At a recent
conclave of thinkers, Eric
Schmidt of Google noted a
simple truth we often forget:
nothing in the human genome
says that Americans have a
lock on brains. Charity or sympathy does not help “underdevelopment.” People in trouble
need help in confronting the
causes of poverty.
Journalism frequently fails
us. Yet it also offers clarity and
wisdom we ignore. Now the
stakes are too high for this hitand-miss approach. It is up to
us—citizens, not journalists—
to take notice, and to take
action.
A nation of 300 million

individuals with the right to
vote, the freedom to direct their
eyes and spend their paychecks
however they choose, has
ample means to do better. Big
government and corporations
we let shape our lives depend
totally upon our collective free
choices.
We can fit comfortably into
a wider, safer world of allies
who respect us and enemies
who have fewer grounds to
resent us. The crises we face
are essentially manmade; we
can undo much of the damage.
First, however, we have to
understand what is out there.
“You’ve got to scare people,” a veteran editor I admire
said recently, when we talked
about public apathy. “Most
people pay no attention until
they see it is ten minutes to
midnight. Then they panic and
do something.”
It is now ten minutes to
midnight.
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Larry “The Laborer” Anderson passes the hat to help union
flower workers in Colombia following a presentation by
Lydia Lopez (left in insert), who was here on a Witness for
Peace speaking tour with Kristen Melby. Colombia is the
deadliest country for trade unionists and 90,000 flower
workers there have been victimized by multinationals like
Dole, who take advantage of the cheap labor and a compliant government. About 80% of the cut flowers are for the
U.S. market, 30% from Dole. Lopez said even though they
are overworked and earn less than a dollar an hour they are
only asking for a dignified wage, be allowed to organize,
and ask for an investment in society by the rich companies
so their children can go to school. A Spanish language website for their union is at www.untraflores.org.

For more information about Carhartt’s USA
Union-Made workwear, visit www.UFCW227.org
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A return to county-based purchasing is the way to deliver health care
By Buddy Robinson
Citizen’s Federation-NE
www.citizensfed.org
It just may be the best-kept
secret in state government:
county-run health care programs. “County-based purchasing” was used in Minnesota until a law change in 1995.
What it means is county
governments directly operating
the state’s low income health
care programs (e.g. Medical
Assistance, MinnesotaCare),
instead of the private HMOs
(such as Medica and U Care).
The idea and its merits were
examined at a two-hour public
forum Oct. 17 in the Duluth
Labor Temple hosted by the
Greater Minne-sota Health
Care Coalition (GMHCC), and
organized by the Citizens
Federation - Northeast.
Featured speaker was Amy
Wilde, a Meeker County
Commissioner and board
member of Prime West, one of
the multi-county systems that

use county-based purchasing
(CBP). Other outside panelists
were Doug Talley, who has
knowledge of the Itasca
Medical Care system, where he
once worked, and Ric Schaefer,
administrator for the application for CBP being prepared
jointly by Carlton, Lake, Cook,
and Koochiching Counties.
Twenty-five counties now
use CBP, but because they are
rural with small populations,
the general public and the
media are largely unaware of it.
The most striking facts
shared by Wilde and Talley
were that the county-run systems have much lower overhead than the private HMOs,
and that health care providers notably dentists - are paid
much better. As a result, there
are enough providers participating to give good access to
care for the enrollees - compared to the HMOs.
The HMOs’ books look as if
they are more efficient than the

CBPs, but this is an illusion
due to the HMOs’ misleading
bookkeeping, and the fact that
state agencies cover for them.
The counties have proven to
be much more efficient and
compassionate stewards of the
public money than have the
HMOs. Last year, Prime West
won the health care achievement award from the National
Association of Counties. They
hope to eventually offer coverage to the general population,
and in effect become a “mini”,
regional single-payer.
The financial and program
success of active CBPs with is
inspiring many more counties
to seek out this method.
Besides the 4 northeast counties named there are 4 more
southeast counties, and 13 in
the southwest applying. And
Beltrami, Clearwater and

Hubbard will join Prime West.
St. Louis County debated
CBP but voted it down in
March. Commissioner Dennis
Fink, one of the “no” votes,
came to the Oct. 17 forum but
left after 45 minutes. The
Citizens Federation hopes to
get the county to try again.
Wilde said, “I’ve been a
card-carrying Republican, but
we didn’t trust the health plans
to take care of our indigent and
our providers. At Prime West
we didn’t start out with a single-payer philosophy, but we
have created a single-payer
plan. It has worked out very
well because of the efficiency.”
She said Prime West’s
administrative costs are now
below 10 percent after four
successful years. In all levels of
health care, providers are experiencing a greater return than

before. For example, dentists
are paid at 140% of medical
assistance, mental health is
125%, and even nursing homes
are 115%. Surpluses at the end
of each year are reinvested in
health care. One way it is done
is if an expectant mother uses
pre-natal care she will be given
a car seat for her child.
“Rural counties have had a
terrible time attracting health
care providers because their
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements are so bad compared to metro areas,” Wilde
said. “Now we have a recruitment tool.” She said one-third
of the rural population is elderly and otherwise vulnerable.
“Our providers really, really
like having one 800 number to
dial,” Wilde said about the system that is user-friendly for
patients and providers.

Medicare Part D/Advantage
plans – the Rest of the Story
November and December, the shopping season, are also the
months when people have to decide IF they want a Medicare D
drug plan, and/or a Medicare ”Advantage” doctor and hospital
insurance plan. People are bombarded with ads, sales pitches,
and other marketing. Anyone who thinks they want to buy one
of these OPTIONAL products must also figure out which one to
buy, and whether they want to buy one at all. Six things to know:
1) If you have a Part D or Advantage policy right now, DO
NOT ASSUME it will be about the same for next year. The premiums, deductible, co-pays, formulary, and other items could
well be different. Pay close attention to what is sent to you for
renewal materials, and get help figuring it out if you need to. A
good resource is the Senior Linkage Line: 723-4729.
2) Most or all Part D drug policies for 2008 will have higher
premiums, deductibles, and co-pays than in 2007. The infamous
“donut hole” gap in coverage will also be wider.
3) Many people would save more money by not having Part
D at all, and getting brand name drugs for chronic-condition
maintenance medications via mail order imports. (The Citizens
Federation – NE has an easy-to-use program for import drugs.)
4) The deadline for your decision to pick, switch, or drop a
Part D or Advantage policy is Dec. 31. After that, you are
LOCKED IN to whatever you have for Part D or Advantage, and
you CANNOT change or drop out during the year.
5) Advantage Plans (for doctor and hospital care) such as
“Humana Gold Choice” and “Unicare Security Choice,” with
zero or next-to-zero monthly premiums, are in fact “too good to
be true.” They advertise doctor co-pays of $15 or $20, but don’t
tell you hospital stays will cost you $150 a day or more, or that
you’ll have ambulance and outpatient surgery co-pays of $100 or
more. Worst of all, they don’t tell you that the coverage is NOT
guaranteed. Doctors and hospitals can refuse at any time to go
along with this insurance, and you’ll end up paying huge out-ofpocket costs. When you sign up for Medicare Advantage, you
sign over ALL of your Medicare money to the insurance company. Whatever they don’t spend on you, they get to keep.
6) Why is Medicare Part D such a lousy deal, and Medicare
Advantage such a huge rip-off, complete with fraudulent marketing? Because Congress and the President chose to turn
Medicare into a corporate welfare program for insurance and
drug companies, while pretending to improve coverage for people on Medicare.
For more information, call the Citizens Federation office at:
(218) 727-0207, or email: admin@citizensfed.org
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I n Minnesota, Workers’ Compensation laws are very
complex and are subject to frequent changes by the
legislature. Filing a claim requires you to follow exacting
procedures and may create large volumes of paperwork.
If you have a job-related injury or chronic illness (such as
lung disease), call our office for experienced legal help.
Because, before you can get your benefits, you have to get
through the Workers’ Compensation system.
We’ve helped thousands of injured workers find their way.
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