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Labor has incredible election night!
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With two thirds of the results in, Mike Sundin, right, knew
he had won the MN House District 11A open seat on election night. So did Duluth Building & Construction Trades
Council president Craig Olson, left, and Lisa Anderson,
who, like Sundin, has played a big part in Carlton County
DFL politics for years.

AFL-CIO-endorsed candidates in Minnesota had an
incredible run of victories in
Nov. 6’s Presidental General
Election. The Democratic landslide was so powerful that all
the pain of the 2010 elections,
which
President
Obama
described as a “shellacking,”
was finally washed away.
President Obama won a second term almost easily in spite
of his supporters being worried
about conservative Republican
Mitt Romney’s chances of winning. Surprisingly, Obama was
declared an early winner as he
won many swing states including Ohio and Wisconsin. He
won the popular vote by over
three million, and received 332
electoral votes, with 270 the
magic number for victory.
Romney got 206.
Minnesota’s U.S. Senator
Amy Klobuchar won easily in
her re-election bid.
Rick Nolan beat Rep. Chip
Cravaack to win back Minnesota’s 8th Congressional District seat. It had been in Democratic hands until Cravaack
surprised everyone by defeating Jim Oberstar in 2010.
In Wisconsin’s U.S. Senate
race to replace retiring
Democrat Herb Kohl, Tammy
Baldwin, who represents the
2nd Congressional District,

You can’t find a Republican in the NEALC
North East Area Labor
Council president Alan Netland
can’t quit smiling and he
shouldn’t. The Nov. 6 election
victories by his labor-endorsed
candidates is unprecedented in
the over 40 years he has been
involved in politics for the
AFSCME, the AFL-CIO, and
the DFL.
Of the 27 contests that the
NEALC was involved in, they
won 24. The three losses would
be Pat Kreitlow in Wisconsin’s
7th Congressional District, and
St. Louis County commissioner candidates, incumbent Peg
Sweeney, and challenger
Debbie Isabell-Nelson. (The
NEALC helps service north-

west Wisconsin labor.)
Winners included Obama/
Biden, Klobuchar, Baldwin,
Nolan, Bakk, Dill, Murphy,
Saxhaug, Anzelc, Tomassoni,
Melin,
Metsa,
Reinert,
Huntley, Simonson, Lourey,
Sundin, Faust, O’Neil, Jones,
Milroy, Bewley, and the defeat
of the voter photo ID and antimarriage constitutional amendments in Minnesota.
“I don’t recall that ever happening in my lifetime,”
Netland told Duluth Central
Body delegates Nov. 8. “There
isn’t a Republican representing
any of our union members on
the state or federal level in our
seven county area,” he said as
the cheering started.
The NEALC has jurisdiction in Koochiching, Cook,
Lake, St. Louis, Itasca,
Carlton, and Pine counties.
Among the winners were
first time candidates and labor
leaders Jason Metsa, Erik
Simonson, and Mike Sundin.
Metsa, a NEALC field
organizer based in Virginia,
won the state House District
6B race to replace the retiring
Rep. Tom Rukavina with
68.3% of the vote.

Simonson, president of Fire
Fighters Local 101, won the
House District 7B seat with
62.5% of the vote.
Sundin, recording secretary
of Painters and Allied Trades
Local 106 and president of the
Labor World Board of
Directors, won the open seat in
House District 11A with 64%
of the vote.
The toughest race for the
NEALC was
the
House
District 11B contest but Tim
Faust of Mora won by about
500 votes and 51.3%.
Redistricting would have made
that Rep. Bill Hilty’s new district but he is retiring. That district is at the southern end of
the NEALC and a long way
from the base of operations in
the Duluth Labor Temple.
“There is no question that
our 853 doorknocks and 3,350
phone calls in 11B gave Faust
his win,” said AFL-CIO staffer
Mary Theurer, who worked the
region for four months. “That
district was a long drive back
and forth after hitting as many
doors as we could in a day.”
Senator Tom Saxhaug’s win
in District 5 was a huge win as

defeated former governor
Tommy Thompson, to keep
that seat for Democrats.
Democrats had a number of
key Senate wins that will keep
their slim 53 to 45 majority
over Republicans in the U.S.
Senate. Independents will have
two spots in the 100-member
chamber after Angus King was
elected as an Independent from
Maine.
There was nothing else to
like about Wisconsin’s elections other than Baldwin’s victory as Rep. Sean Duffy defeated labor-endorsed Pat Kreitlow
for the 7th CD seat. The entire
Wisconsin state government
will
be
controlled
by
Republicans.
But in Minnesota the DFL
party came back strong after
losing their majorities in both
the state senate and house in

2010, something that hadn’t
happened since party designation was first used in the early
1970s.
In the state senate the DFL
will now have 39 members to
Republicans 28. Senator Tom
Bakk of Cook will be the
Majority Leader.
In the state House of
Representatives the DFL had
an incredible turnaround and
will now have 73 members to
61 GOP. Rep. Paul Thissen of
Minneapolis will probably be
elected by his colleagues as
Speaker of the House when the
session begins Jan. 8, 2013.
For the first time since
1990, when Rudy Perpich was
governor, the DFL Party will
control all of state government
with Governor Mark Dayton
and all constitutional officers
also being DFL.

Nolan’s win huge for labor
Rick Nolan’s victory over Republican Chip Cravaack in
Minnesota’s 8th Congressional District has DFLers smiling as
wide as the district 10 days after the election. Cravaack’s shocking defeat of 18-term Congressman Jim Oberstar in 2010 has
been an embarrassment to labor and Democrats for two years.
After a tough Democratic Primary against two good opponents, Nolan came through with over 54% of the vote against
Cravaack. It had been considered to be a neck and neck race.
Voters had stayed home in 2010 but they were out in force for
Nolan in 2012.
The contest was the third most expensive U.S. House race in
the nation, but in the end it was votes that counted.
Nolan stopped by the Labor Temple at noon on election day
to thank everyone who had worked so hard for him in the largest
city in the district.
“I couldn’t ask for better support from the farm fields in the
south to the mines up north than I’ve received,” a confident
Nolan told get out the vote volunteers that were having lunch. He
acknowledged the “tremendous amount of outside money” trying to make sure he didn’t win.
“The Republicans may outspend us, but they won’t outsmart
or outwork us,” he said. He said he had raised enough money to
get his message out, but it was the work of his volunteers that
would make the difference.
“You are here today working for us, but you’ve been here for
months building this momentum,” Nolan said.
Nolan worked his way through college as a Teamster
employed by UPS and understands unions much better than
Cravaack, a member of the Air Line Pilots Assn., does.
“Unions are the backbone of the middle class in America,”
Nolan stated in a Teamster’s magazine story. “Let’s not forget
that the union movement raised the working class out of poverty less than a century ago and provided a powerful voice for the
average working man and woman. That voice is being challenged every day. Working families need more allies, and unions
continue to fight for all of us.”
It was that kind of rhetoric, along with his
energy, passion, and honesty that endeared him
to political activists as soon as they met him.
Nolan represented Minnesota’s 6th CD in
the U.S. House from 1975 to 1981. He will
carry that seniority with him when he returns.
Republicans will still hold a strong 40 seat
or so majority in the 435-member House.
Many of those Republicans, like Speaker John
Boehner, have spent the last two years
obstructing everything Democrats and Rick Nolan was
President Obama have tried to accomplish. Yet in the Labor
they cry for bi-partisanship.
Temple Nov. 6.

Hey, voting’s fun again! Vote every day for Homecroft project
A Habitat for Homecroft
project has been selected as
one of 7 national finalists in the
SportDOG Brand Future Forward Fund Contest. The project
hopes to purchase county tax
forfeit land adjacent to Homecroft Elementary School to
establish an outdoor classroom
and natural learning environment.On Oct. 1 SportDOG
Brand turned the contest over
to online voters to see which
one collects the most votes by

Nov. 30, 2012. The project
with the most votes will be
awarded a $25,000 grant.
You can vote once a day,
every day for the Homecroft
project at www.sportdog.com/
FFF. It is project number three.
The major conservation
need addressed with the project
is providing youth with the
opportunity to learn outdoors
and develop an appreciation for
nature. Humans do not value
what they do not understand

Election celebration Dec. 8

and have not built an attachment to so this project strives to
provide hands on conservation
education to our youth. It is the
goal of this project that these
youth will carry the torch of
wildlife conservation in to the
future as they become our community leaders.
Secondarily, this project
will re-establish natural and
functional habitat for native

flora and fauna with the addition of a new wetland.
Currently, the land is overgrown and virtually unusable
by wildlife. The re-established
habitat will provide both food
and cover for native species,
allowing the school children to
observe animals in their most
natural environment while
teaching the value of conserved
lands and wildlife.

Workers voted Obama 2 to 1
WASHINGTON (PAI)—Workers, union and non-union,
backed Democratic President Barack Obama over GOP nominee
Mitt Romney by a 2-to-1 ratio in the election, AFL-CIO pollster
Guy Molyneux said. Unionists were 21% of all voters. Overall,
Obama beat Romney 50%-48% in the popular vote.
Molyneux asked 819 voters in the general public which candidate, if elected, “would be on the side of working people or on
the side of the wealthy.” By a 58%-7% margin, voters said
Obama would side with workers, 47%-30% margin, they said
Romney would side with the rich. The rest said neither, or both,
or were not sure. All surveys had 3.4%-4.3% margins of error.

A Labor and 8th Congressional District DFL Campaign
Victory Celebration has been scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 8 in
the Lake Superior Ballroom of the Duluth Entertainment and
Convention Center. This should be one helluva party as the DFL
cleaned house in every race in the 8CD, but also took over complete control of state government.
Congressman-elect Rick Nolan will be the keynote speaker
and you can expect a packed house of elected officials and party
activists.
A Sponsoring Table for eight diners is $1,000. A Reserved
Table for eight diners is $500.
For tickets or reservations contact 8CD treasurer Cathy
Daniels at 218-231-2551 or cthelen@rangenet.com.
One of the important aspects of Nov. 6’s elections is that the
You can make checks payable to the 8th CD DFL and send Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) will not be overturned by
same at PO Box 494, Hibbing, MN 55746.
Republicans. It was designed with a schedule of changes in mind
and they will continue to be implemented. There are many questions about how it will affect all of us. Seniors can get some of
their answers at a Duluth forum this Friday, Nov. 16.
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
“Impact of the Affordable Care Act on Seniors” will be presented
by Kenneth Munson, Region 5 Director of the U.S. Dept.
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, 5:00 P.M.
of Health and Human Services. He will provide an overview of
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
changes taking place under Obamacare, how those changes will
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566 impact seniors, and answer your questions. This event is being
co-sponsored by the Office of Senator Al Franken and the
Arrowhead Area Agency on Aging.
The forum is Friday, Nov. 16, 1:00 p.m, at the MnDOT building, 1123 Mesaba Avenue across from Coppertop Church.
If you have questions or can RSVP call Senator Franken’s
Plumbers & Steamﬁtters Local 11 and
office at 218-722-2390.

Forum will address impact
of Obamacare on seniors

I.U.O.E. Local 70

$100 Discount on new boilers!
Northern Mechanical Contractors Assn.
will help cut your cost of installing a
new boiler. Use one of the following
contractors and get a $100 discount!

A.G. O'Brien • 218-729-9662
A.W. Kuettel & Sons • 218-722-3901
ABE Environmental Systems • 218-727-1767
Belknap Plumbing & Heating • 715-394-7754
Caldwell Plumbing and Heating • 218-591-3441
Carlson Bros., Inc. • 218-723-8351
Carlson Duluth Co. • 218-727-0063
General Heating & Mechanical • 218-727-1888
Gorham-Oien Mechanical • 320-679-1612
Mesabi Mechanical Engineering • 218-741-6668
Northern Heating and Cooling • 218-491-3614
P&R Plumbing & Heating • 218-722-3645
R.J. Mehrman & Sons Plumbing • 218-409-7676
Shannon's Plumbing & Heating • 218-283-9372
Shubitz Plumbing and Heating • 218-727-2595
Stack Bros., Inc. • 715-398-2964
The Jamar Company • 800-644-3624
Young Plumbing & Heating, Inc. • 715-395-2929
4 Season Air LLC in Ashland • 715 682-8802
PAGE 2

MANY MEDICARE OPTIONS.
ONE RIGHT CHOICE FOR YOU.
As your local licensed agent, I can help you make a plan for Medicare. Just want
health coverage? Need a prescription drug plan? A plan that covers both? You
have options with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota and Blue Plus:







Blue Essentials (HMO-POS) combines health and drug coverage in one
low-cost plan with no deductibles
Platinum BlueSM (Cost) has three plan options, including our lowest-priced
option for health coverage only
Senior GoldSM lets you build the most comprehensive health coverage available
MedicareBlueSM Rx (PDP) gives you two options for stand-alone prescription
drug coverage

Contact me today
to learn more.

[

[

Agency
logo/Agent
photo

]

]

Wade
Smith
<Agent/Agency
name[s]>
<Agent/Agency
phone number[s]>
Duluth Insurance
Agency
TTY 711
218-724-4507
[agent/agency e-mail address]
[agent/agency
TTY
711 website URL]

Blue Cross and Blue Plus are health plans with Medicare contracts. Blue Cross
is a Medicare-approved Part D sponsor. Plans are available to residents of the
service area. You can also contact Blue Cross or Blue Plus for plan information
or to enroll: 1-877-662-2583, TTY 711, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Central time, daily.
H2425-002_092112_N07 CMS Accepted 09/26/2012
H2461_092112_N08 CMS Accepted 09/26/2012
S5743_ 092112_K04_MN CMS Accepted 09/26/2012
Authorized independent agent/agency for Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of Minnesota and Blue Plus®,
nonproﬁt independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

This Day In History
www.workdayminnesota.org
Nov. 11, 1887- Four Haymarket Martyrs, including
Albert Parsons and August
Spies, were executed.
Although they advocated
armed struggle and revolution, there was no evidence
they had any role in the
bombing at Haymarket
Square in May 1886. Like
Sacco and Vanzetti, they have
come to symbolize the injustices of the capitalist system.
Nov. 13, 1974- Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers
union activist Karen Silkwood was killed during investigation of a Kerr-McGee
nuclear plant in Oklahoma.
Her car went off the road
when she was on her way to
deliver documents to a New
York Times reporter.
Nov. 14, 1938- National
Federation of Telephone
Workers was founded in
New Orleans. It became the
Communications Workers of
America, now one of the
largest unions in the U.S. In
1948, Pres. Harry Truman visited the CWA convention –
the first president ever to
attend a union convention.
Nov. 15, 1938- The
Congress of Industrial
Organizations opened its first
constitutional convention.
U.S. labor was split between
the CIO unions, organized by
industry, and the American
Federation of Labor unions,
organized by craft.
Nov. 16, 1989- Six Jesuit
priests, their housekeeper
and her daughter were assassinated in El Salvador, among
thousands killed by the military and right-wing death
squads for speaking out for
economic and social justice.

Ironworker Retirees
Monthly Breakfast
Thursday, Nov. 15
9:00 a.m.
West Duluth Perkin’s

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., Nov. 27
1:00 p.m.

Chalet Lounge
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!
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Thanks, Labor, for Sundin win
Did you ever think you’d
see an election like that? Have
we ever? After the 2010 results
I thought the schism between
my values and those of the
electorate had widened so
much I’d never be satisfied
with another election. This one
far exceeded any hopes I had.
If I lived on the other side of
the water in Wisconsin I’d have
a whole different perspective.
If you drive from Duluth in
Minnesota you’d be able to
smell Rep. Bachmann’s perfume before you’d run into a
Republican elected official.
That’s a ways, pack a lunch,
hold your nose.
This should mean something shouldn’t it? Democrats
will show some guts won’t
they? We should tax the rich
fairly now shouldn’t we? Minnesota should pass the best
state health care program in the
nation shouldn’t it? Let’s go
full-blown single payer with
Senator John Marty’s bill.
We’ll hold on to our population numbers as people move
here for the largesse and count-

~NOTICE~
2012 Labor World Issues
Nov. 28;

Dec. 19.

LABOR WORLD

(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
semi-monthly except one issue in
December (23 issues).
The known office of publication is
Labor World, 2002 London Road,
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.

Sisters and Brothers:
There are so very many people and organizations to thank for
the help I received in my success in last week’s election. The one
common bond we all shared was union membership among all
of the friends and family members that gave so generously with
time, energy, and resources that led to a decisive victory. This is
a victory for all labor in Minnesota. My commitment to working
families will be evident in every vote taken during my tenure in
St Paul.
A special heartfelt thank you to Carlton County Labor Body
President Mike Kuitu is in order. His dedication to the campaign
carried us through many challenges in the past eight months. I
will be forever grateful for his friendship and guidance. I hope
his leadership in our labor efforts will inspire others as it has me.
Fraternally Yours,
Mike Sundin, MN House, Representative-Elect
er all the Republicans who
leave squealing because we’ve
become immoral and socialist.
Hallelujah, I’m a bum!
Might as well fund public
education while we’re at it and
reinstate the homestead tax
credit. Things will be so good
we’ll get a Costco on I-35 in
Proctor. This is like a
Christmas even non-Christians
can appreciate. Who doesn’t
want to be excited and have a
good time? We’re in it for the
good times now. We’ve had the
X put in Xmas like on a ballot.
How many Christians did
the Republicans think live in
Minnesota? Don’t they have
smart people they’re paying to
figure that out. Oh that’s right
they’re broke. Not enough of
them to counter voters’ ideas
about what is happening in
society. This ain’t 1955 no
more. People have tattoos for
heaven’s sake and they ain’t
just sailors. Get used to it.
Things have changed.

Go read Wordsworth’s The
World Is Too Much With Us
and find out if being “a pagan,
suckled in a creed outworn”
isn’t where you end up too.
Election night 2012 was a
bountiful buffet with too small
a plate to figure out where to
start. A spot of tea here and
there, but Sean Duffy winning
re-election in WisCD7 would
have been the safest bet of the
night after Senator Klobuchar.
I believe in government
improving people’s lives and
will pay taxes to make it happen. I can’t wait to have my
socks blown off by what our
elected officials come up with
for the next two years. Make it
good. Keep it happening. You
may even get re-elected.
Forget that bi-partisan crap
you’ve been hearing from
Guardian of Privilege obstructionists. It’s our turn now. At
least in Minnesota. Nothing
lasts forever so let’s make the
best of the next two years.

Bulldog Pizza serves Fox News

Periodicals postage is paid at
Duluth MN 55806.
Brothers and Sisters:
POSTMASTER:
Election night I stopped at Bulldog Pizza in the Mt. Royal
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd., Mall with friends. I noticed that Fox News was on the TV and
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 asked the waitress if the channel could be changed to what I

thought would be a more neutral channel: CNN. The waitress
said sure and went to get the remote only to return and say that
(218) 728-4469
the boss had said the channel was to be permanently on Fox
FAX: (218) 724-1413
News. Moments later an owner walked by and shot out: “When
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
you own a restaurant you get to decide what channel is on.”
www.laborworld.org
After dinner, I asked to talk to the owner. Without raising my
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Owned by Unions affiliated with the voice or being rude, I told her that I was grateful that in a free
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body society restaurant owners did get to decide what played on their
Subscriptions: $22 Annually TV. I added, however, that I was also grateful that customers
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager then got to decide whether they wanted to go to restaurants
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper which played Fox News on the TV and that I would not be back
to Bulldog Pizza. I also said I was going to let my brothers and
Board of Directors
sisters in the labor and liberal community in Duluth know that
Pres./Treas. Mikael Sundin,
Painters & Allied Trades 106; Bulldog Pizza played only Fox News on their TVs.
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED
Later that evening, one of my friends who was with me at
1710; Sec. Jayme McKenna,
dinner and is known to the Bulldog Pizza owners received a call
AFSCME 66; Al LaFrenier,
from one of them. The owner explained to my friend how angry
Workers’ United Midwest Bd; he was that I had upset his wife (the owner I had spoken to) and
Mike Kuitu, Operating
that they would be very happy if I never graced their door again.
Engineers 49; Dan O’Neill,
I guess I am supposed to have been happy to have been force
Plumbers & Steamfitters 11;
fed
Fox News with my pizza.
Steve Risacher, Carpenters
361; Dan Leslie, IBEW 31;
Sarah Lewerenz, Attorney at Law and Political/Legislative
Stacy Spexet, USW 9460
Coordinator, Greater Minnesota AFSCME Council 65
6

7

LABOR WORLD NEWS, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2012

Thanks for Simonson support
Friends of Labor!
I am writing today to express my enthusiastic and heartfelt
thanks for your tremendous support during my campaign for
Minnesota House District 7B. Although we had a very short time
to prepare and mobilize, your support helped my campaign start
strong and win decisively on Election Day, and for that I feel
both humbled and grateful.
Now, it’s on to the hard work at the state Capitol, and I am
eager to work with the DFL caucus to move Minnesota forward.
As your representative for the western half of Duluth, I am fully
committed to bringing good-paying jobs to the Northland, supporting Governor Dayton’s initiative to have the wealthy pay
their fair share, and stabilizing the state budget so that we can
improve the quality of life for all Minnesotans.
Thank you again, and know that you will always have my
support as we work together to strengthen the labor movement’s
defining and essential role in promoting a strong middle class
with opportunity for all.
In solidarity,
Erik Simonson, Representative-elect, Minnesota House of
Representatives District 7B, DFL and Labor Endorsed!!

Support locked out BCTGM
workers during the holidays

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Wow! Who would of thought that after 15 months Bakery
Confectionery Tobacco Workers & Grain Millers Locals 167G
(Unit 264, Unit 266, and Unit 326), 265G, 267G and 372G
would still be Locked Out by American Crystal Sugar.
Our Leadership and Negotiators have been trying to meet
with ACS to negotiate a fair contract but to no avail. When they
return to the table ACS is determined to stick to their final offer.
Our North Dakota Brothers and Sisters have always Stood
Strong, as we all are, even though they didn’t receive unemployment compensation insurance for being locked out. Now our
Minnesota Brothers and Sisters are also without unemployment.
We greatly appreciate all your support and the donations that
we’ve received. You'll always be in our hearts and thoughts.
With the holidays coming soon I'm asking you once again to
reach into your pockets and help our brothers and sisters have a
great Christmas with their locked out families in this time of
need. As you know the holidays are the worst time of the season
to be without a job and to feel like you can't give your family
what you really would love to.
Any donations to our Lockout Fund, Food Drive or
Christmas Fund are greatly appreciated.
You can send them to BCTGM 167G, 100 N. 3rd. St., Suite
50, Grand Forks, N. Dakota 58203.
Please know that we will definitely pay it forward when the
time comes.
In Solidarity,
Debra Kostrzewski, BCTGM Food Drive Coordinator
Call me at 218-478-4045 or e-mail halfpint@wiktel.com if
you have any questions.
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Released staff, volunteers made the difference in labor’s political activity
By Zach Sias
Field Organizer, North East
Area Labor Council
A HUGE thank you to all
affiliates that released staff for
the Labor 2012 program. We
would not have had the successes in our targeted districts
if we didn’t have those hardworking individuals. Many
went above and beyond the
hours they were released and

most were not reimbursed for
the full amount of mileage that
they actually accrued--another
indicator of the strength of our
movement. Here are the people
released to Labor 2012 by their
unions in the NEALC:
Mary Theurer, AFL-CIO
Birch Carlson, United
Transportation Union
Mary Joan Connolly,
Education Minnesota/AFT

NEALC GOP-free zone...from page 1

Shawn Hansen, Letter
Carriers Local 114
Paul Cardinal, Laborers
1091
Christy Olson and Cody
Anderson, Painters District 82
and Local 106 Apprentices.
The following volunteers
helped with doorknocks and
phone banks for our member to
member program. We have a
dedicated base here and their
efforts to work toward successfully taking back our state legislature, defeating Rep. Chip
Cravaack, and defeating both
amendments is commendable!
Mary Dosch, AFSCME; Al
LaFrenier, Worker's United;
Lavern Capan, AFSCME;
Faye-Beth Pingry; Lynette
Swanberg; Jill Bianchet,
MNA; John Forrest, IUPAT
Patrick Hinkelmeyer; Debbie
Ortman; Melanie Shepard,
UEA; Chris Swanson, UTU;
Joshua Wilken-Simon; Scott

Dulas, NALC 114; Sharla
Gardner, AFSCME; Dan
O'Neill, Central Body;
Christine Leland; Cheryl
Wasmund; Marsh Stenersen,
AFSCME; Beth Peterson
Eric Lehto, AFSCME Co. 5
Bree Halvorson, Working Am
Cheri Stewart of IBEW 31
helped organize a Young
Worker Phone Bank Oct 11.
There were many more who
participated in the last days of
GOTV. I apologize if I’ve
missed any volunteers who
helped. Big thanks to all! Here
are some impressive numbers
from the Minnesota AFL-CIO:
“Together, with 48 out of 50
MN unions participating, we
delivered the most inclusive
labor program in MN AFLCIO history. Labor invested
$5,390,607 in our progressive
allies, more than $700,000 on
independent expenditures, and
$710,038 and 58 full time

release staff to deliver the program to win. Thanks to the following unions for releasing
staff: ATU, CWA, Education
MN, IBEW, IUPAT, LIUNA,
NALC, SEIU, UFCW, UNITE
HERE, OPEIU, USW and
UTU.
Together, we recruited more
than 2,000 union volunteers.
Thanks to all MN Labor 2012
unions, ALCs/RLFs, retirees
and young workers for recruiting volunteers to knock on
doors and make phone calls.
Together, we made 169,935
doorknocks and had 58,662
conversations on the doors in
targeted legislative districts.
We made 848,452 phone calls
and sent 367,644 pieces of
mail, 38,724 local leader letters
and 136,210 sample ballots,
and delivered 100,600 worksite
flyers. We collected more than
91,678 IDs from union members and householders.

got 52.3% of the vote against Republican Sen. John Carlson.
The incumbents had to face each other because of redistricting.
That also happened to Rep. Tom Anzelc who defeated
Republican Rep. Carolyn McElfatrick with 53.4% of the vote in
House District 5B.
In District 5A DFL Rep. John Persell defeated Republican
Rep. Larry Howes for the Bemidji-area seat.
The two constitutional amendments that the Republican controlled legislature inserted on the ballot by bypassing Gov.
Dayton’s vetoes were considered to be toss-ups but both went
labor’s way as well. They actually backfired on the GOP, who
wanted them on the ballot to energize their base of supporters.
They fired up their opponents more in another strong statewide
voter turnout of nearly 76%, again the highest in the country.
Amendment #1 sought to define marriage as being only
between a man and a woman and got 47.46% “yes” votes.
Amendment #2 sought to require a photo ID to vote and it got
46.17% “yes” votes.
All of Minnesota state government will be controlled by the
DFL party for the next two years. Gov. Mark Dayton will have a
39 to 28 DFL majority in the Senate, and a 73 to 61 DFL majority in the House, to work with. This could be fun, and you can
forget about right-to-work (for less) legislation.
The only one who may be smiling more than Netland is
Duluth Building and Construction Trades Council president
Craig Olson. His organization was involved in 29 electoral contests and lost only one. Their candidate Lee Davis was defeated Erik Simonson, left, and Rick Nolan, right, were in the Labor Temple election day to thank
by Peter Walsh in Lake County Commissioner District 1.
supporters for all their hard work during a lunch break rally. Both went on to win.
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Lame duck Congress asked to protect jobs & programs not the rich
The grassroots energy that
pulled Democrats to victory in
the Nov. 6 election isn’t being
given time to recharge. Nationally, and in Duluth, activists
rallied Nov. 8 to make sure the
lame duck Congress that convened yesterday doesn’t skate
away to its adjournment without addressing the issues that
voters want addressed.
Less than 48 hours after the
polls closed, working families
in 100 communities across the
country called on their members of Congress to protect
Medicare, Medicaid and Social
Security and to end George
Bush’s tax cuts for the richest 2
percent.
Elected officials, union
members, and community partners rallied at Zeitgeist Arts on
Superior Street Nov. 8 to tell
Rep. Chip Cravaack and
Senators Amy Klobuchar and
Al Franken what they want out
of them when Congress convenes.
Republican
Rep.
Cravaack lost to Democrat
Rick Nolan, but he has some
important votes to make yet.
Scheduled automatic budget
cuts are set to take place if
Congress doesn’t act by the

end of the year. A Gang of 8
senators has been meeting to
try to resolve budget deficit
problems but many are worried
about the decisions they’ll
make. Vicki Sanville of the
Citizens’ Federation is one of
them.
“This is a deeply flawed
deficit,” Sanville said. “It was
brought on by huge tax cuts for
the super rich for years that
starved the budget, by two
wars, and Medicare drug coverage that wasn’t funded.”
She said eliminating wasteful practices that are designed
to create profits and a system of
fair taxation would end the
“gross inequality of wealth that
has hurt the middle class – the
worst since the 1920s.”
Dana Rossing is one of 8
million Americans under 55
years of age that depend on
Medicare because of medical
conditions. She offered a
“Lame Duck Pledge” that she
hopes to get Rep. Cravaack to
sign. It asks him to pledge to:
• make jobs, not cuts his top
priority;
• grow the economy by
investing in good jobs, education and infrastructure;

• make the rich pay their fair
share of taxes;
• say no to job killing budget cuts
• stand up for everyone, not
just the richest 1%, and protect
Medicare, Medicaid, child
care, special education, and
other programs.
Two first time, victorious
MN House of Representatives’
candidates were at the rally.
Erik Simonson (District 7B)
said in his doorknocking he
was repeatedly told to go to St.
Paul and “fix problems.”
“It wasn’t about cuts that
turn people out into the
streets,” said Simonson. “We
have an excellent chance to fix
problems come January.”
He was referring to state
government now being in complete control of the Democratic
Farmer Labor party.
Mike Sundin (District 11A)
said ten years ago America lost
its champion in Senator Paul
Wellstone for all the programs
we need to now protect from
cuts.
“Everyone did a good job of
electing the right people to preserve our social safety nets,”
Sundin said. “I come from the

Building Trades and we know
how to build things, including
safety nets, and we know how
to build them stronger.”
The AFL-CIO joined with
progressive allies Nov. 8 to run
a full-page ad in the
Washington Post calling on
President Obama and Congress
to support Social Security,
health care, education, infrastructure, and job creation –
while asking everyone, including the wealthiest, to pay their
fair share. The full ad can be
seen here: bitly.com/WCEG4G
“Though the election confetti is still on the street, working families are already mobilizing to hold their elected leaders accountable,” said AFLCIO
President
Richard
Trumka. “The people advocating for benefit cuts to
Medicare, Medicaid and Social
Security are the same folks
who want to cut taxes for the
richest 2 percent. With working
families across the country still
struggling, we can’t afford to
pay for any more tax breaks for
those who need them the least.”
According to an AFL-CIO
election night survey of the
general public conducted by
Hart Research Associates, by a
64% to 17% margin, voters say
we should maintain Social
Security and Medicare benefits, and address the deficit by
increasing taxes on the rich, not
by reducing Social Security
and Medicare benefits.
You can add your name to
those asking Congress to work
in the next two months on
those issues atwww.afl cio.org/
ProtectOurFuture.
You can also call Members
of Congress at 888-659-9401
to tell them:
1) No more tax cuts for the

richest 2% of Americans, and
2) No benefit cuts to Social
Security, Medicare, or Medicaid.
North East Area Labor
Council field coordinator Zach
Sias said the election should
send a strong message to
Congress.
“We sent a message that we
can accomplish a lot more
when we all work together, and
that there are some promises
we have to follow through on.”
They include protecting the
elderly, poor, and making sure
workers can retire with dignity
by protecting Social Security.
The “fiscal cliff” that the
Gang of 8 has been working to
avoid includes the tax cuts set
to expire, and deep budget cuts,
including to the military, that
will go in to effect if Congress
doesn’t act.
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NEALC president Alan Netland addresses a press conference Nov. 8 where many speakers asked Congress to protect Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security and other programs
that help the American people rather than ensuring tax cuts for the rich.
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Union leaders elated by Obama victory, senate wins, and results nationwide
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON—Union
leaders were elated by Nov. 6
election results showing laborbacked Democratic President
Barack Obama’s defeat of
GOP nominee Mitt Romney,
and other wins ranging from
keeping the U.S. Senate in
Democratic hands down to referendum
victories
in
California, Maryland, Minnesota and Illinois, state legislature Democratic take-overs in
Minnesota and Maine and the
New York senate.
They also promptly warned
that victorious politicians,
elected by a nation where one
of every five voters was a
union member, shouldn’t rest
on their laurels. The AFL-CIO
plans events in hundreds of
cities in coming weeks to
lobby lawmakers to heed
labor’s agenda of job creation
and restoration of the middle
class, not tax cuts for the rich,
budget cuts in domestic programs and slashes at Social
Security,
Medicare
and
Medicaid.
“This election was about a
choice between two very different visions for our nation,”
AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka told a Nov. 7 press
conference.
“One vision
rewards hard work and the people who do it, while the other
benefits only those at the top.

Voters rejected Romney economics. They made clear they
want solutions that respect hard
work, strengthen the middle
class, invest in America and
build upon working together
instead of driving people apart.
That’s the leadership we’ve
seen from Obama for the last
four years.”
“People sent a clear message that we will stand with a
president who stands with all
Americans. From the White
House to the statehouses, we
pulled together to elect leaders
who believe that ‘we are all in
this together,’” AFSCME
President Lee Saunders, the
AFL-CIO Political Committee
chair said at the press event.
Exit polls showed minoritygroup members, women and
workers
were
Obama’s
strongest supporters in his narrow popular vote win over
Romney, the former CEO of
Bain Capital, a venture capital
firm that has destroyed thousands of U.S. jobs.
Women gave Obama a 12
percentage-point edge. More
than 95% of African-Americans and 70% of Hispanics
backed him. The AFL-CIO
poll of 812 union members and
827 Working America members showed two-thirds voted
for Obama. Pollster Guy
Molyneux said 21% of all voters were unionists, far more
than unions’ 12% share of the
workforce. In the key swing

state of Ohio, whose electoral
votes returned Obama to the
White House, unionists were
30% of all voters.
“We had the best on-theground mobilization in the history of the labor movement,”
Steelworkers President Leo
Gerard told Press Associates
Union News Service in an
interview. “We had 18,000
volunteer days in the last week,
we made 1 million phone calls
and we passed out 2-1/2 million flyers – and that was just
the Steelworkers. We won’t
make the mistake we made in
2008, sitting back and letting
Obama carry the ball. We had
2,900 district coordinators out
there, and they’re going to stay
out there” to mobilize workers
to keep the pressure on Obama
and lawmakers.
USW will campaign for
jobs legislation, pro-manufacturing laws, rebuilding the
nation’s infrastructure and to
keep teachers, fire fighters and
police officers on the job.
But labor also must undertake one other goal, the
Steelworkers leader said:
Fixing the broken U.S. campaign finance system.
It
allowed a tsunami of corporate
cash to be pumped into congressional races against proworker candidates.
Coalition of Labor Union
Women Executive Director
Carol Rosenblatt told PAI that
– unlike in 2008 – issues

MESOTHELIOMA and LUNG CANCER
Why choose Cascino Vaughan to handle your
Asbestos Claim?
The lawyers on our letterhead have over 75 years of combined
asbestos experience.
- ʹͲͳͲǡ ǯ 
settled in excess of $1.9 Million.

important to working women,
including reproductive rights,
came to the fore and made a
difference for Obama and other
pro-worker candidates.
“Equal pay and the Lilly
Ledbetter Act,” which Obama
pushed and signed in 2009,
restoring the right of women
and minorities to sue for pay
discrimination, “made a difference” when working women
went to the polls, she said.
“What some consider social
issues, which we consider
women’s health issues, were
important, too. Candidates
who opposed them...lost.”
Laborers President Terry
O’Sullivan: “Laborers’ leaders and members effort was
unparalleled” in the union’s
history. “Their aggressive and
unprecedented efforts (were) to
make sure the president has the
opportunity to complete the job
he started – reviving our economy and focusing attention on
the basics of America, including our decaying critical infrastructure…Despite the avalanche of corporate cash
poured into this election, the
presidential and congressional
results show the extremist Tea
Party agenda was rejected.”
The union mailed more than
700,000 pieces, made more
than 350,000 phone calls and
dedicated more than 400 fulltime staff to Obama’s drive.
Fire Fighters President
Harold Schaitberger: “At the
state level, where fire fighter
pensions and worker rights
have been under attack, efforts
by the IAFF and its affiliates to
elect fire fighter-friendly governors were successful in close
races in New Hampshire,
Montana, West Virginia and
Washington,” the union said.
In state senate races, IAFF
affiliates worked successfully
to pick up a labor-friendly
majorities in Minnesota and
New York and held in Nevada,

New Mexico, Colorado,
Washington, Oregon and Iowa.
UFCW President Joe
Hansen, Change To Win chair:
Obama “stabilized a failing
economy, put in place new
rules to prevent another financial crisis, and made important
investments in the middle
class. He reformed health care,
made college more affordable
It is time for immediate and
bold action to create good-paying jobs...time for a tax code
that is fair and helps close the
gap between the rich and poor.
It is time to strengthen our
labor laws so workers can join
a union freely and fairly. And it
is time to reform our immigration system so those who work
hard and play by the rules can
become American citizens.”
Communications Workers
President Larry Cohen:
“We’ve been clear that elections are about choices.
Americans who want to ensure
a place for working families in
our economy made a clear
choice in re-electing President
Obama.”
AFT President Randi
Weingarten: “The people
voted to create opportunity and
shared prosperity by sharing
responsibility, and to reject the
cynical ‘you’re on your own’
philosophy. The results of this
election are a declaration that
to rebuild a strong and vibrant
middle class and ensure a voice
for all, we all have to be in this
together. Americans voted for a
vision for our nation that says
government has an essential
role that includes protecting
our families in times of crisis,
investing in public schools as a
foundation of our democracy,
guaranteeing access to affordable healthcare, and ensuring
retirement with dignity after a
lifetime of hard work. Election
night also was a victory for
people power over money
power.”

- In August of 2010 we settled a case for a Sheboygan bricklayer
for more than $750,000.
- In May of 2010 a jury awarded a verdict $1.45 Million for one of
our Milwaukee clients.
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1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203
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Fire Fighters Local 101’s Pete Johnson, left, and Scott
Yeazle spurred voters on for Erik Simonson at 27th Ave. W.
and Superior St. during the rush hour election day.
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Super rich & their PACs aren’t losing at political funding in spite of election
~TOO MUCH ONLINE
Take all that post-election
commentary about foolish billionaires and wasted millions
in political contributions with a
grain of salt. Our billionaires
don’t have to actually win on
Election Day to get their way.
We’ll never know exactly
how much America’s super
rich pumped into the 2012
elections. Hundreds of millions
in “dark money”—contributions laundered through hyperpoliticized nonprofits like the
Chamber of Commerce — will
forever remain untraceable.
Even so, we do know that
hundreds of billionaires and
mega millionaires spent at
incredibly extravagant levels

on 2012 election campaigns.
Las Vegas casino magnate
Sheldon Adelson appears to
have spent at least $53 million.
The notoriously right-wing
Koch brothers likely spent
even more.
The prime targets of this
super-rich cash offensive, from
President Obama on down,
almost all seem to have survived quite nicely on Election
Day. In race after race, candidates that super-rich conservatives opposed swept to victory.
The final election results, a
New York Times editorial
declared (Nov. 11), amounted
to “a landslide loss for big
money.” Rich people, adds
Slate political analyst David

Weigel, “wasted their money.”
These super rich are now coming across, in the election
wake, as a cast of rather pathetic characters, as egotistical
political dilettantes and rigid
ideologues unable to make
rational political calculations.
Who ever thought, marvels
Washington Post analyst
Steven Pearlstein, that businessmen would be “even worse
at making political investments
than politicians are in making
business investments.”
This image of bumbling billionaires comforts many mainstream pundits. Our democracy
has triumphed, their emerging
narrative goes. We don’t have
to worry about our super rich.

Many labor wins in state ballot questions

(PAI)–They often go unnoticed nationwide, but referendums in states can be useful
measures of public attitudes.
On Nov. 6, with several exceptions, it seemed in Michigan,
labor did quite well. One of the
biggest, writing the right to collective bargaining into the
Michigan state constitution,
was one of those that lost.
Labor’s big deal success

was in California.
Labor
defeated an initiative to ban
workers’ political contributions. Unions overcame a
multi-million-dollar corporate
campaign for the ban, including $11 million funneled
secretly from the anti-worker
Koch brothers last week.
“I think people believed collective bargaining was existing
in Michigan and there was no

threat to it,” AFSCME
President Lee Saunders said.
Michigan voters turned
down another GOP-Radical
Right brainstorm: Expansion of
previously passed laws to let
the state declare a city, county,
school board financially “failing” and name a czar to take it
over. The GOP-run state government used the law to take
over Flint, Grand Rapids and
Detroit schools.
Michigan’s “financial dictator” can unilaterally kill collecDial 2-1-1 or 1-800-543-7709 or visit tive bargaining, dump conwww.211unitedway.org
tracts, cut pay, privatize servicGet connected to resources throughout Minnesota! es and sell assets. Voters said
For services provided by the Community Services Program no. A SEIU initiative to help
home health care workers lost.
sponsored by the Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body and
California
Democratic
the United Way of Greater Duluth...Call 218-726-4775
Gov. Jerry Brown’s initiative to
Community Services Program
increase taxes to fund public
schools won. “In California
Lynette Swanberg, Director
and Ohio, voters took a stand to
424 West Superior Street
say that investing in public
Suite 402, Duluth, MN 55802
schools is a critical priority, and
California voters also rejected
a measure to silence the voices
of working people,” AFT
President Randi Weingarten
said.
•An Illinois constitutional
amendment barring virtually
all increases in state or local
workers’
pensions
lost.
AFSCME battled it. It got 56%
HERMANTOWNFCU.ORG of the vote, but needed 60% to
pass.
•Minnesota voters bounced
two
GOP
constitutional
amendment schemes. Unions
campaigned against both. One
4477 LaVaque Road • 2516 London Road
would have banned gay marThe other would have
And now also at 25 Belknap in Superior riage.
inserted a tough voter ID law.
Serving St. Louis, Carlton, & Douglas counties Maryland and Maine unions
also campaigned for gay marPlease contact a Financial
riage initiatives in those states.
Services Representative
Both won, as did expansion of
casino gambling in Maryland,
for details at 2187297733
which unions backed.
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All their billions can’t buy victory at the ballot box.
But our super rich didn’t
bumble, or waste away, anything in 2012. Ideology didn’t
blind them. Self-interest drove
them. They behaved rationally.
All investments involve
some level of risk. Wise
investors balance risk and
reward. The political investment the right-wing super rich
made in this year’s elections
involved little risk — and
promised substantial reward.
Let’s examine, as an example, the political calculus for a
deep pocket with a $1 billion
fortune and $100 million in
annual income. Let’s assume
that our billionaire pays federal
taxes on this income at a 14
percent actual rate, the same
rate that Mitt Romney paid on
his 2011 income, after exploiting various tax loopholes.
After federal taxes, our billionaire would be left with $86
million in annual income. In
2012, this billionaire could
have spent $10 million on
political contributions and still
ended the year with a higher
personal net worth than he had
when the year began. In other
words, that $10 million would
hardly represent much of a risk.
And the potential reward? Consider tax implications alone.
Candidate Mitt Romney
pledged that he would repeal
Obamacare. Much of the
Obamacare funding comes
from new taxes on the rich, a
0.9 percent payroll tax on ordinary income that couples pull
in over $250,000 and a 3.8 percent tax on capital gains, dividend, and interest income over

that same threshold.
President Obama also campaigned on a pledge to let the
Bush tax cuts for wealthy
households expire, a move that
would hike the top marginal
income tax rate on ordinary
income from 35 to 39.6 percent
and the core tax on capital
gains from 15 to 20 percent. A
Romney victory would have
prevented these increases.
Just tax savings alone from
a Romney victory would have
saved our billionaire, in just
one year, his entire $10 million
in 2012 political contributions.
Quite a reward, a most satisfying return on investment.
But candidate Mitt Romney,
of course, lost his White House
bid. Does that make our billionaire’s $10 million investment to elect him a total waste?
Absolutely not. Even without a
Romney victory, our billionaire’s investment will pay dividends for years to come.
Here’s why. All those millions super rich right-wingers
pour into politics force the candidates they target, if they want
to remain electorally competitive, to go out and aggressively
cultivate their own deep-pocket
sources of campaign cash.
The more cash these targeted candidates need to raise to
remain competitive, the greater
the pressure on them to push a
political agenda that an appreciable number of affluent deep
pockets will find appealing.
This inexorable dynamic
may help explain why
President Obama isn’t proposing to restore taxes on
America’s super rich to their
See Money to burn...page 8
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Iron Range union volunteers build Virginia’s Children’s Memorial Park
Members of half a dozen
Iron Range Building Trades
unions, retirees, members of
AFSCME and the United
Steelworkers finished an Angel
of Hope Children’s Memorial
in Virginia Saturday, Oct. 20.
The Memorial to remember
children of the Iron Range who
have passed away was dedicated the next day.
“This is a great story up
here in Virginia,” said IBEW
Local 294’s Scott Weappa, who
led the project that took over a
year. “It’s a story of all the time
and love put into this project by
all the labor unions.”
Weappa said about 1600
hours of union labor were
donated. The budget for the
project was $137,00, thanks to
the donated labor and materials.
Many
members
of
Weappa’s union, Bricklayers
Local 1, Carpenter’s Local
606, Ironworkers Local 512,
Operating Engineers Local 49,
and Laborers Local 1097
worked hundreds of volunteer
hours on the beautiful memorial to children who have died on
the Iron Range. Over 100

names of children are on the
wall at Children’s Memorial
Park. It is in the city park at 9th
Avenue and 3rd Street near the
water tower.
“We had nine members who
volunteered there and we had
over 100 hours alone,” said
Bricklayers #1 business rep.
Stan Paczynski.
Seppi Bros. Concrete furnished the concrete and block
for the project and Brock/
White supplied the stone and
caps for the project.
Similar memorials are being
built around the country. One is
being planned for Duluth’s Leif
Erickson Park.
The Angel of Hope gives
parents, families and friends a
place to:
• remember, honor and
share their child who was taken
too soon;
• open their hearts to all
treasured memories that are so
important to everyone;
• know their child will never
be forgotten, always loved and
remembered in a place where
this common bond connects us
regardless of age, race, nationality, religion, social and eco-

"If every tear we shed for you became a star above:
You'd stroll in angel's garden lit by everlasting love"
- Anonymous

Money to
burn...from page 7
pre-Ronald Reagan levels.
The President is only asking
the rich, as ne noted repeatedly
on the campaign trail, to pay a
“little more.”
If President Obama wins all
the tax increases on the rich he
has proposed — and the new
Obamacare taxes on the rich
stay in place — America's
super rich will still be paying
taxes at less than half the rate
that our richest faced back in
the 1950s, under Republican
President
Dwight
D.
Eisenhower.
So right-wing billionaires
like Sheldon Adelson are
essentially winning, even when
they lose on Election Day.
Their hundreds of millions in
political contributions are distorting our national political
discourse — and keeping real
change off the table.
Our conservative billionEleanor Heaney died Satur- aires, in short, only look crazy.
day at age 96 in Duluth. She They're actually behaving,
was married to Judge Gerald given their long-term goals,
Heaney for 65 years before
quite sensibly. We have to
his death in June 2010. She behave sensibly, too, and start
was glad to see his “Cham- fighting to trim their colossal
bers” created in the Labor
fortunes down much closer to
Temple in his honor in 2007. democratic size.
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nomic status; and
• see their name and share
them with all those who seek
the angel out - A Place of
HOPE.

The dedication video is at
www.mesabicommunitytv.com
Scroll down towards the bottom of the home page and you
will find the Angel of Hope

dedication video.
www.childrensmemorial
parkmn.org/index.html has
more information about the
project.

John Talarico, Dan Briski, Stan Paczynski (Business Rep), and apprentice Taylor
Johnson of Bricklayers & Allied Crafts Local 1 were among the many Building Trades
volunteers who built Virginia’s Angel of Hope Memorial. (Photo by Cheryl Weappa)

ON TIMELY REPORTING OF
A COMP CLAIM:
Some people ask me, 'Do I
have to file a worker's comp claim
after an on-the-job injury?' You
don't HAVE to do anything. But,
if you don't report your injury to
your boss right away, you may
be ineligible for benefits
down the road - no
matter how badly you
are injured.
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