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Union members descended on Wall Street last week to
protest the proposed multi-billion-dollar bailout for investment bankers -- and demand support for working families.
(Photo by Sally Alvarez via www.workdayminnesota.org)

PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)--On
Monday the U.S. House of
Representatives voted down
the $700 billion bailout bill
designed to rescue America’s
financial system. The 228-205
vote found Reps. Jim Oberstar
(MN-8) and Dave Obey (WI-7)
voting for the package.
The vote caused stocks to
drop 778 points, 7%, the largest
one-day drop. Oct. 19, 1987 the
Dow dropped 22%.
Lawmakers are expected to
revisit the bailout Thursday
after President Bush implored
them to pass it Tuesday.
Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson struggling to round up
votes for the plan, had warned
that without it, Wall Street
would crash and take the economy--including jobs, homes
and pensions--with it.
Union leaders, including
AFL-CIO President John J.
Sweeney, had blasted the $700
billion bailout of Wall Street
before it went down in the
House. They said it would not
help homeowners losing their
mortgages, or workers. They
said a separate stimulus plan
would do that--a stimulus plan
the Senate rejected Saturday.

NYC unionists take action to Wall Street
By Dania Rajendra
NEW YORK - Just before
lawmakers announced they had
struck an agreement on principles for a plan to help the worsening financial crisis, more
than 1,000 union members rallied near the Stock Exchange in
Lower Manhattan at noon
Thursday September 25th.
They had called an emergency protest to voice opposition to the Bush administration’s proposal for a blankcheck bailout for Wall Street.
Union leaders and members
demanded Congress include
more accountability, oversight,
regulation, plus equity for taxpayers and help for the average
homeowner in a legislative
response to the financial crisis.
“We can’t afford any more
mistakes from this administration,” AFL-CIO President John
Sweeney told the crowd. “We
must put working families first
in line.” He also called for consequences for “the perpetrators
of this disaster.” Many other
union leaders joined Sweeney
at the rally, as did Jesse
Jackson.
Pat Duff, a member of
Plumbers Local 1, agreed with
Sweeney’s call for consequences. “It’s all about
accountability-- they need to be
held accountable. Somebody

else is going to be accountable
for their decisions and their
mistakes.”
“If I gamble away my
money, no one bails me out!”
said Vanessa Smith, a CWA
Local 1180 member. “If I go to
Atlantic City and lose all my
money – no one helps me buy
groceries!”
“Let them bail us out first,”
said SEIU 32BJ member
Sammy Abouricheh. “Let them
bail out the little guys who put
our life savings into our homes.
Let them start with us.”
Duff, the plumber, added
that he knew the financial crisis
was going to hit working families like his hard. “I’m trying to
save for a house, and now
they’re gonna make it impossible for someone like me to get
a house.”
CWA Local 1180 member
Hillary Bloomfield explained
why she came to rally: “I’m
tired of Wall Street being paid
for doing the wrong thing,” she
said, adding, “And we don’t
want our pension money going
down, either.”
Retirement savings are a
real concern as the financial
crisis continues. “This is my
first year in retirement, and I
lost ten thousand dollars,” said
Marie Garcia, who retired from
the
New York
Police

Department last year. An
AFSCME DC37 member, she
added, “I thought my money
was safe. So I had to be here.”
Union members brought
their own analysis of the crisis
– and it differed from the Bush
administration’s.
Tyrone
Wilson, an IAM member from
Minneapolis, said that he and
about 50 Northwest coworkers
flew in for the rally and a
protest at the Northwest
Airlines stockholders’ meeting.
The bailout “is going to
make the rich richer and the
poor and middle classes poorer.
You’ve got people dying, or
homes hurt, by a hurricane.
How come there’s no money
for that?" he asked.
Barbara Bowen, president
of AFT Local 2334, the
Professional Staff Congress/
CUNY President, drew parallels between the administration’s rush to demand authority
over $700 billion and their
rush, five years ago, for authority to invade Iraq. “Yes they
should solve the problem, but
not our backs!”
The rally was organized by
the New York City Central
Labor Council. The CLC executive board put city labor leaders’ seven conditions for the
$700 Billion Bailout Plan on
See Wall St....page 4

Sweeney, Laborers President Terry O’Sullivan, Teamsters President James Hoffa,
Service Employees President
Andrew Stern and Change to
Win Chair Anna Burger are
skeptical of Paulson’s warnings. The Laborers urged their
members to call Congress and
demand defeat of a “no-stringsattached” bailout.
“The bailout bill gives too
little relief to homeowners and
too much power to an administration that has demonstrated
neither competence nor foresight,” Sweeney said of the
GOP Bush regime. “It will not
address the real underlying
weaknesses in the U.S. economy, and it will not earn the confidence of working men and
women. It should not be enacted unless Congress moves forward with a meaningful economic stimulus package now,”
he declared.
But Senate Republicans
didn’t listen. They mustered
enough votes Sept. 27 to block
the second stimulus package.
Democrats needed 60 votes to
shut off a threatened GOP filibuster against it, and got 52.
The vote was 52-42, and
Sweeney said Bush and the
GOP not only blocked the stimulus but watered down taxpayer protections Democrats wanted in the bailout bill.
One of the items that was
jettisoned, he added, was bankruptcy relief for homeowners.
Those stuck with sub-prime
mortgages face foreclosures
and eviction. Wall Street trading in complex securities based
on those mortgages produced
the financial mess.
“Without a stimulus and
bankruptcy reform, the bailout
looks like what it is--help for
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Bushed opens Thurs., Oct. 2
The premiere of the Laborbacked play by Barton Sutter,
Bushed: A Poetical, Political,
Partly Musical Tragicomedy
in Two Acts, is tomorrow night,
Thursday, Oct. 2 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Harbor City International
School Theater, 332 West
Michigan St.
Sutter was Duluth’s first
Poet Laureate and has won
many book awards.
Performances of Bushed,
which is written in verse and
includes original music and
arrangements by Marya Hart, a
two-time Minnesota Music
Award winner will be Oct. 2-4,
9-11 and 16-18. All performances are at 7:00 p.m. at
Harborview.
“It is funny, edgy, sad and it
rhymes, just like the last 8
years of George W. Bush,” says
Brian Matuszak, who will produce the play through his
Rubber Chicken Theater.
Tickets are $20 for adults,

Correction
In the last issue it was stated
that George Kulus was a 55year member of the Laborers
International Union of North
America. George has actually
been a member for 58 years.

$15 for students and seniors.
Union members showing their
union card get a $2.00 discount.
Among sponsors of Bushed
are the Duluth AFL-CIO
Central Labor Body, the
Duluth
Building
and
Construction Trades Council,
and the Minnesota AFL-CIO,
Hell’s Kitchen, Northern
Lights Books and Gifts, and
Francis and Jocelyn Heid.
Call 213-2780, email
Brian@RubberChickenTheater
.com,
or
visit
www.
RubberChickenTheater.com to
purchase tickets.
The play features Chris
Nollet as George W. Bush,
Cheri Tesarek as Dick Cheney,
John Munson as Colin Powell,
Susan Larson as Condoleeza
Rice, Betsy Gregg as Laura
Bush, Taylor Martin-Romme
as Alberto Gonzales and
George H. W. Bush, and Ric
Stevens as John Ashcroft.
The seven actors also portray American citizens, who act
as a Greek chorus throughout
the play, commenting on the
action and the characters
onstage.
Bushed contains adult language and situations.
It has had a number of sneak

“Coffee with Frannie” set up
for Duluth, Range retirees
Retirees are being invited to two special meetings with
Frannie Franken, wife of the Labor- and DFL-endorsed U.S.
Senate candidate Al Franken. “Coffee with Frannie” will give
retirees a chance to discuss pensions, retirement security, health
care, and other issues affecting them.
A Duluth meeting has been set for the UNITE HERE Local
99 office, 2027 West Superior Street on Monday Oct. 13, from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. She will then go to Eveleth for a similar meeting to be held at noon at a site yet to be determined.

Calling all union women!
The University of Minnesota Labor Education Service is
seeking input from union women to help plan an April 2009
Union Women’s Leadership Retreat. Sessions will be held Mon.,
Oct. 6, 6 to 8 p.m.) and Tues., Oct. 7, 2 to 4 p.m. at the Minnesota
Nurses Association, 1625 Energy Park Dr., St. Paul. The sessions
will be the same to accommodate different schedules.
For more call Deborah Rosenstein at 612-626-2034 or Mary
Bellman at 612-624-9072.

8th CD DFL
fundraiser
Rep. Jim Oberstar, Chair of
the U.S. House of Representatives Transportation Committee, will be the keynote speaker
for the 8th Congressional
District DFL fundraiser Sat.,
Oct. 18, at the DECC, social
hour at 5:00 p.m., dinner at
6:00. Cost is $50. RSVP to
Shelly Mategko 218.728.0230,
At a preview of Barton Sutter’s “Bushed” following the smategko@gmail.com
Sept. 11th Central Body meeting, the cast anguishes over Statement of the Ownership,
Management, Circulation, etc.,
every word from President George W. Bush (Chris Nollet, required
by the Acts of Congress
right) as he tries to figure out whether his Pop thinks he’s a of Aug. 24, 1912, and March 3,
flop and actually likes Bill Clinton more than he does him.
1933 of The Labor World,
published bi-weekly at Duluth,
previews and been very well the previews, for its humor
Minnesota, for Oct. 1, 2008.
received, even without Hart’s while hitting its political mark, ISSN #0023-6667; USPS #300-820
STATE OF MINNESOTA County of St Louis
musical genius being part of . It’ll be a fun night.

Barton Sutter’s Bushed
ACT I Scene 18 Shock and Awe Shuffle
George W. Bush (Sings to original music by Marya Hart)
SHOCK AND AWE! SHOCK AND AWE!
SADDAM ONCE TRIED TO KILL OUR PA.
SHOCK AND AWE! SHOCK AND AWE!
WE’RE GONNA SOCK HIM IN THE JAW!
SOME FOLKS COMPLAIN HOW I’VE BEEN SPOILED,
BUT THEY’LL CHEER UP WITH CHEAPER OIL.
I’M BUILDING ON THE FAMILY NAME.
AMERICA, WE’RE YOUR REFRAIN!
WE’LL KNOCK HIS LIGHTS OUT, MAKE HIM PAY
FOR WHAT HE’D LIKE TO DO ONE DAY.
IRAQ IS EVIL, REALLY MEAN;
BESIDES, WE WANT THEIR GASOLINE.
All with Bush (Sing)
SHOCK AND AWE! SHOCK AND AWE!
SADDAM ONCE TRIED TO KILL OUR PA.
SHOCK AND AWE! SHOCK AND AWE!
WE’RE GONNA SOCK HIM IN THE JAW!
Bush (Sings)
I ONLY HAVE TO SAY THE WORD,
AND BOMBS WILL FALL LIKE FLAMING TURDS.
YOU’LL WATCH THE WHOLE THING ON TV,
IN LOVE WITH TECHNO TOYS AND ME.
YOU’LL BE AMAZED WHAT WE CAN DO
WITH FIREWORKS WE’VE BOUGHT FOR YOU.
THIS AIN’T NO BORING HISTORY CLASS.
BREAK OUT THE PRETZELS! POUR A GLASS!
All with Bush (Sing)
SHOCK AND AWE! SHOCK AND AWE!
SADDAM ONCE TRIED TO KILL OUR PA.
SHOCK AND AWE! SHOCK AND AWE!
WE’RE GONNA SOCK HIM IN THE JAW!

Vote November 4th

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2008, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dick Lally, Business Manager (651) 646-4566

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, Oct. 7, 1:00 p.m.
Tejas Texas Grill & Saloon
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A Commissioner We Can Count On
Paid
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bySweeney
Duluth AFL-CIO
Central Labor
Paid
for by
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AlmacCOPE
Drive, Proctor, MN 55810

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State
and county aforesaid, personally appeared L.
Sillanpa, who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that he is the
Editor of the Labor World, and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge and belief,
a true statement of the ownership, management
and circulation, etc. of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above caption
required by the act of August 24, 1912, as
amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied in Section 537, Postal Laws and
Regulations, printed on the reverse of the form,
to wit:
1. That the Publisher is The Labor World, Inc.,
Duluth, Minnesota., The Managing Editor is
Larry Sillanpa, Duluth, Minnesota.
2. That the owner is: if owned by a corporation, its name and address must be dated and
also immediately there under the names and
addresses of stockholders owning or holding
one percent or more of total amount of stock. If
not owned by a corporation, the names and
addresses of the individual owners must be
given. If owned by a firm, company, or other
unincorporated concern, its name and address,
as well as those of each individual must be
given.
Electrical Workers Local 31, Duluth.
Carpenters Local 361, Duluth.
General Laborers Local 1091, Duluth
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body.
Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 11, Duluth.
UNITE HERE Local 99, Duluth.
AFSCME Local 66, Duluth.
UFCW Local 1116, Duluth.
USW Local 1028, Duluth.
Painters & Allied Trades Local 106, Duluth.
Duluth Teachers Local 692, Duluth.
The Labor World is a non-profit capital stock
corporation. Ownership is limited to organizations affiliated with the Duluth AFL-CIO
Central Labor Body.
3. That the known bondholders mortgagees,
and other security holders owning or holding
one percent or more of total amount of bonds,
mortgages, or other securities are: (it there are
none, so state.) None.
4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving
the names of the owners, stockholders, and
security holders, if any, contain not only the
list of stockholders and security holders as they
appear upon the books of the company, but
also, in cases where the stockholder or security
holder appears upon the books of the company
as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the
name of the person or corporation for whom
such trustee is acting, is given; also that the
said two paragraphs contain statements
embracing affiants full knowledge and belief as
to the circumstances and conditions under
which stockholders and security holders who
do not appear upon the books of the company
as trustees, hold stock and securities in a
capacity other than that of a bona fide owner;
and this affiant has no reason to believe that
any other person, association, or corporation
has any interest direct or indirect in the said
stock, bonds, or other securities than as so stated by him.
5. That the average number of copies of each
issue of the publication sold or distributed,
through the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the twelve months preceding
the date shown above is 18,096.
LARRY SILLANPA, Editor-Manager
Sworn to and subscribed before me this
26th day of September, 2008.
JAMES P. SWANSON
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This Wall Street “financial
crisis” is so predictable it’s
criminal. The Bush Administration upon entering the White
House almost eight years ago
immediately opened the spigot
from the national treasury to
pay off the people that call the
shots in this country and got
him in the door. Like Reagan,
he’s a puppet actor that reads
his lines.

This Day In History
from

www.workdayminnesota.org

October 1, 1838
Cherokees began the westward movement known as
“The Trail of Tears.” Hundreds died of sickness, heat,
drought, and exposure in
their forced exodus from
Georgia. Read more about it
at http://ngeorgia.com/
history/nghisttt.html

October 1, 1903
The Boston Americans and
the Pittsburgh Pirates played
the first game of the modern
World Series. Pittsburgh
won, but went on to lose the
best-of-nine-game series to
Boston, five games to three.

~NOTICE~
Next issues of Labor World
are: Oct. 15, 29;
Nov. 12, 25 ; Dec. 17.

LABOR WORLD
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
semi-monthly except one issue in
December (23 issues).
The known office of publication is
Labor World, 2002 London Road,
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.

We’ve barked about him
destroying the budget surplus
left him by Bill Clinton--a surplus that was well over $200
billion dollars. He gave it away
along with tax cuts for the top
1%. It wasn’t enough for the
top 0.5%. Old money wins
again and wants more. They
destroy everything around
them but themselves and come
to us for a handout to save
them. The first Wall St. $700
billion bailout bill was scribbled down in 2.5 pages and
they figured that was good
enough. No big deal, show us
the money. Reminds me of
bankruptcy proceedings where
judges reward the very people
who ran a company into the
ground. Judges keep any
resources that are left away
from the workers and give
them to the very people that
destroyed the business because
they need it to restart. Don’t
you dare try bankruptcy
though. It’ll destroy you.
In the next Labor World I’ll
try to publish that great “Just
the Facts” piece from the
IBEW that shows how unemployment rises and deficits
grow under Republican leadership. You can view it on their
website at www.ibew.org. It’s
on the right side of their splash
page. One of the best charts
I’ve ever seen.
In the meantime...“If I Were
A Carpenter” was a great 1960s
folk song by Tim Hardin that
has been recorded by a bunch
of singers. Here’s my version,
“If I Were A Billionaire”:
If I were a billionaire
And you were plain lazy
Would you bail me out
anyway
Please sell your baby

If bilking were my trade
Would you still help me
Live the lifestyle which I
crave
Please give me your nest egg
Save my ass from
inquiries
Save my ass from sorrow
I’ve given you all my best
You’ll get yours tomorrow
Help me buy some
Congressmen
With black shoes shining
And I’ll give you promises
To stop your whining
If I were a capitalist
On Wall Street flying
Could you help my loneliness
You know I’m trying
I need more than you
It’s what I’m accustomed to
You’ll never have it anyway
Try a Halloween costume
I’ll never work my hands in
wood
But you know you love me
Answer me babe, “Yes I
should,
I’ll put you above me.”
If I were a billionaire
And you were plain lazy
Would you bail me out
anyway
Please give up your nest egg
The non-profit Labor World, Inc. is
the official publication of the Duluth
AFL-CIO Central Labor Body. It is
an educational, advocacy paper for
workers and unions. The views and
opinions submitted and expressed in
the Labor World do not necessarily
reflect the views of the paper, its
Board of Directors, the Duluth
Central Labor Body, its affiliated
unions, their officers or staff.

Fired apprentice responds

Periodicals postage is paid at
Duluth MN 55806.
Editor:
POSTMASTER:
I need to respond to the letter published in the September 17
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd., Labor World from Secretary Butters of Cornucopia. I was
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 shocked and dismayed to read in the paper that I had been

released from my Cornography Committee apprenticeship after
20 years for missing this year’s Labor Day Picnic in Duluth.
(218) 728-4469
Over that holiday I had the opportunity, and took it upon
FAX: (218) 724-1413
myself with no financial or moral support from the committee,
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
to travel to the Corn Palace in Mitchell, S.D., the Mecca of
www.laborworld.org
Cornology, to further my education and improve my skills for
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
the benefit of the committee. I was shocked to return to find I had
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body
been shucked, in the paper no less, with no prior notice. I had no
Subscriptions: $22 Annually
chance to demonstrate the vast amount of knowledge I had
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager
gained at the Palace, of the true wonders of the world.
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper
The shame and humiliation I have endured is indescribable-Board of Directors
20 years of hard work and dedication down the tubes with nothPresident/Treas. Mikael Sundin,
ing but “thanks for nothing!” I didn’t even get a stupid tee-shirt.
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
It’s a cold, cruel world we live in and it is especially hurtful to
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED 1710;
find such corporate behavior within a labor committee. Maybe
Sec. Marlys Wisch, CWA 7214;
I’ll transfer to hot dogs.
Tom Selinski, IBEW 242; Mike
And let’s set the record straight--Mr. Niemi is not a member
Kuitu, Operating Engineers 49;
of the Cornography Committee and again has passed himself off
Al LaFrenier, UNITE HERE!;
Shane Sweeney, BCTWGM 167G; as something he’s not. For him to degrade me in public is someLarry Anderson, Laborers 1091;
thing I plan to take up with my attorney. My mother read that.
Susan Jussila, MN Nurses Assn.
Jim Brown, Ex-apprentice Cornography Committee
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Labor World ignores union
member running for office

Editor,
I know I may not be the best person to write and ask where
my coverage in the recent issues of Labor World is, but I figured
I’d ask anyway. As I sit at my union job (AFSCME Local 66)
dispatching for Duluth 911 at 4 in the morning and reading over
the latest issue of Labor World online I noticed the strange
absence of my name. I was not invited to be part of the AFL-CIO
screening (I was for the primary, however I was not able to
attend - I was hard at work) and unfortunately the board
endorsed Tom Huntley without so much as a phone call to ask
me to be screened - I find it very disappointing to say the least,
however, that's an issue I will talk to Mr. Netland about.
I would appreciate a small amount of coverage or an interview (if you would like) for an upcoming issue. I'm certain the
local AFL-CIO wouldn't want to be seen as neglecting one of it's
own members, especially one who shares similar ideals of representation. 2008 is an election year founded on one principle
and one alone - Change. I stand for that above all else. I'm afraid
with Mr. Huntley, we’re just going to get more of the same.
Feel free to contact me by email or phone. However, I work
odd hours and it may take a small period before I can respond. I
really appreciate your consideration.

Ryan Stauber, AFSCME Local 66

Editor’s Note: The Labor World, the instrument of the Duluth
AFL-CIO Central Labor Body, has a long standing policy of
advocating for that body’s endorsed candidates. As part of that
policy, references by name to endorsed candidates’ opponents
almost never occur. The paper does not accept advertising from
opponents of endorsed candidates. The current editor, recognizing that Mr. Stauber is a recent Duluth Central Body-affiliated
union member, is willing to publish his letter.

Front page photo offensive
To whom it may concern:
I would like to voice my concern over the picture posted on
the front page of the September 17th issue showing an AFSCME
union member, holding a sign saying “Dissent is the Highest
form of Patriotism.” I first of all would like to say I am not
against peaceful protests or the right to protest; but I do take
issue with the wording on the sign and the Labor World picking
that particular picture as their front page picture for the story.
To say that “Dissent is the Highest form of Patriotism” I consider a slap in the face to every veteran, especially disabled veterans, in this country. To say that dissension is a higher form of
patriotism than the person who may have lost a limb or given
their life to this country, I take offense with, especially when the
Union, which I am ashamed to say pay union dues to, is endorsing this by making it a front page story.
In my opinion veterans throughout history have shown much
higher patriotism by defending this country’s ideals then some
lady holding a sign at an anti-war protest. A protest that wouldn’t even had been able to occur had veterans not defended the
principles of this country.
Wayne Suliin, Ashamed AFSCME member, proud Veteran
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Financial crisis rooted in deregulation allowing financiers to run amok
Press Associates Inc.’s
Washington Window
As the executive branch
and Congress deal with the
financial crisis that has hit Wall
Street for the last month--and
that threatens Main Street--it is

useful to recount a little political history of how we got
where we are.
That’s because while the
speculators, hedge funds, brokerage houses and big fish of
the financial markets have produced this ruin, they were

Wall St. hit by unions...from page 1
their website. The AFL-CIO and Change to Win and their
affiliates have been circulating statements and petitions against
the proposed legislation.
“It was excellent turnout on short notice,” said Gibb Surette,
chair of the Legal Services Staff Association, a part of United
Auto Workers Local 2320. “It’s great to see the labor movement
take on Wall Street.”
This article includes reporting by Peter Hogness. Dania Rajendra, a former editor of the Minneapolis Labor Review, is
associate editor of the Clarion, publication of PSC/CUNY.

The University of Minnesota's first System Wide Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Ally Summit was held last
weekend at UMD. AFSCME Local 3801, which represents
UMD Clerical and Technical employees, helped organize
and provided volunteer support and assistance. The
Summit, originally scheduled for Fall 2007 was cancelled by
GLBTA organizers in Solidarity with striking AFSCME
3801 employees. "We're all in this together, with shared
goals and challenges, and we're supporting the Summit just
as they supported us last year," said Beth Peterson (center),
a UMD Master of Advocacy and Political Leadership
intern and an ally for the Summit. The AFL-CIO's Pride at
Work program supports unions' GLBTA members.

aided and abetted by politicians
of both parties. And some of
those pols are playing active
roles in this year’s political
campaigns. Here are some of
the details:
From the time of the Great
Depression until the advent of
the GOP Reagan administration, the nation’s financial
institutions and their markets
were relatively tightly regulated and also relatively simple.
The New Deal set up
Fannie Mae to encourage
homeownership by providing
an underpinning to the mortgage market, but it was barred
from wild speculation in securities. Same thing with Freddie
Mac, established later.
The New Deal also established the Securities and
Exchange Commission, to regulate stock markets and--more
importantly--make them transparent so that the big boys
couldn’t deal behind closed
doors to the detriment of average investors.
At the same time, Congress passed the Glass-Steagall
Act, drawing very bright lines
between banks, insurance companies and brokerages. In so
many words, they were barred
from getting in each other’s
business.
Lawmakers did not want a
repeat of the tangled interrelationships among the “malefactors of great wealth” that intensified the Great Depression,
when the whole Wall Street
house of cards came tumbling
down and practically took the
country’s economy--and that of
the world--with it.
Fast forward to the late
1970s, under Democratic
President James Carter, when
the deregulation mania began
with airlines and trucks. “The
markets shall rule all!” was the

Now Serving the Iron Range!
When you need Any Type of Glass Work call this
area’s only UNION, AUTO GL ASS C OMPANY!
We’ll handle your insurance claim and do the
repair at your site or in our service centers.
But auto glass repair/replacement is only part of
what we do. Residential and commercial glass work
are a large part of our expanding business.

Nate Kiminski
Painters & Allied
Trades Local 106

SGI

4911 Matterhorn Drive, Duluth
823 Belknap, Superior

722-7400 F 394-5588
1-888-899-6369
Serving the area for over 60 years!
~Besam Entrance Doors ~Automated Door Systems
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fields and speculate to their
hearts’ content, thanks to repeal
of Glass-Steagall.
That
repeal was pushed through by
three Republicans, one of
whom will have a very familiar
name: Sen. Phil Gramm (RTexas). He’s now the U.S.
representative of a top Swiss
“investment bank,” UBS
Warburg--and an economic
advisor to GOP presidential
nominee John McCain. But
Clinton, a Democrat, signed
Gramm’s repeal. (Gramm is
also the guy who brought you
the taxpayer-funded S&L
bailout, after S&Ls in his
home, Texas, were the main
cause of that crash. But that’s
another story.)
The other two congressional
crafters of repeal of the old
tighter banking laws were former Reps. Thomas Bliley (RVa.), then chairman of the
House Commerce Committee,
and James Leach (R-Iowa),
then a leading member of the
House Banking Committee.
Leach is now a top spokesman
for Republicans for Obama.
Do you see a pattern here?
The bankers and Wall Street
denizens must shoulder most of
the blame for the financial
mess. But the mess is due to a
systematic structure which
broke down due to so-called
“deregulation” and let the financiers run amok. Politicians,
most but not all Republicans,
aided and abetted the breakdown.
So remember that when you
listen to campaign rhetoric. If
a pol denounces Wall Street for
the present financial chaos,
ask: “Where were you since
1980? On our side, or on their
side?” By their votes and by
receptivity to influence-peddling and lobbying, the answer
for most politicians--McCain,
Gramm and Dodd included--is
“their side.”

Labor’s Choice, Your Voice

RESIDENTIAL ~~Thermopane Replacement~
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Windows~H-Windows ~Glass Handrails/Replacement SUPERIOR GLASS INC.
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demand. Under Reagan and
President William Clinton (D),
too, that spread to the financial
markets. Here’s just some of
what happened (It’s hardly the
whole story):
• The SEC was not given
any new powers to regulate all
the myriad financial instruments Wall Street dreamed up
to spread rewards around. The
agency could not keep up with
the paper piled upon paper of
stock swaps, reinsurance
schemes, derivative contracts
and the like. Corporate lobbying blocked any attempts to
widen the agency’s reach.
Democrats and Republicans
alike were complicit in listening to the corporate interests,
not to those who favored more-and sensible--regulation.
• Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac got into speculation in a
big way, led by former Fannie
Mae CEO Franklin Raines, a
Democratic big wheel. The
two big companies got away
from just backing mortgages to
heavy investment, without
oversight or regulation, in the
sub-prime mortgage market
and other fancy financial
“instruments.”
Fannie and Freddie were
angling for big returns, rather
than conservative money management. Efforts to rein them
in--even a proposal by the GOP
Bush regime--were blocked by
a bipartisan alliance of Senate
Banking Committee leaders:
Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) and
Chris Dodd (D-Conn.). And
back of it all was the implicit
guarantee that if those “government-sponsored enterprises”
hit the financial rocks, Washington would step in to bail
them out, using taxpayer dollars. Which is what’s happened.
• The banks, insurers and
mortgage companies were let
loose to play in each other’s

As a lifelong union member and the
current president of AFSCME Local
1123 representing City of Two Harbors
employees, it means a lot to me to be
Labor-endorsed. I’ll continue to
represent and advocate for working
families as I always have in my work life
and in my service to my community.

I'll appreciate your vote Tuesday, Nov. 4!

Vote

Brad Jones
www.voteforbradjones.com

Lake County Commissioner Dist. 3
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE
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The U.S. economy is really socialistic in protecting “capitalist” business
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
The U.S. economy is “not
capitalist,” but is capitalist for
corporate profits while “socialist”--in terms of spreading the
cost among regular taxpayers-when corporations tank or
when they want government
help, a noted investigative
reporter and author says.
Speaking Sept. 17 to WalMart Watch, author David K.
Johnston, former tax reporter
for the New York Times and
author of Free Lunch and
Perfectly Legal, outlined how
corporations manage to keep
the profits of the economy for
themselves and stiff their workers. But they also use government to insure themselves
against losses or to help their
own profits grow, he added.
That’s socialism for the
firms, he said. Such hidden
subsidies are loaded on taxpayers and cost billions of dollars,
he said. Wal-Mart is only one
example among many.
In the modern economy,
“we have totally separated
responsibility from risk,” for
corporations, Johnston explained. The taxpayers are saddled
with the risks--in terms of tax
breaks and tax forgiveness for
corporations and even outright
subsidies of losses in some
cases--while executives and
corporations walk away with
high profits and high pay in
flush times.
Though Johnston spoke to a
group whose target is WalMart, which has received
almost $1 billion in state and
local tax subsidies and forgiveness over the last five years for
its warehouses, terminals and
stores, he used the rail system

CSX as an example.
The firm, under John Snow-who later became GOP
President G. W. Bush’s first
Treasury Secretary--embarked
on vigorous cost-cutting to
boost its profits and stock price
in the eyes of Wall Street.
Despite warnings from powerless federal rail agencies, it cut
corners on safety, and eventually was sued for $50 million by
survivors of a New YorkFlorida passenger killed in an
entirely avoidable accident.
“But CSX turned around
and presented the bill to the
federal government--you and
me--which paid it,” Johnston
said. That’s because the passenger was on an Amtrak train,
riding CSX tracks which buckled. A provision the railroads
tucked into the Amtrak law
said that any payments in any
lawsuit involving the passenger
rail firm would be made by the
federal government, regardless
of who was at fault. Corporate
lobbying in Washington produced that result, Johnston
said, where the malefactor--a
private company--loaded the
risk onto taxpayers.
“Now they run willy-nilly
until they get into trouble--and
then they pick your pocket,”
Johnston noted.
While the government has
records for almost everything,
Johnston noted, it does not
have a sum total for all such
hidden subsidies. But they are
findable, in federal laws and
agency records, he pointed out.
Such largess, from Washington on down to the local
level, hurts workers, local businesses and taxpayers and is
morally wrong to boot, Johnston said. He quoted three
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THANK YOU FOR THE VICTORY!

BILL KRON

St. Louis County Commissioner District 3
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authorities on that: The Bible,
financier Andrew Mellon,
treasury secretary under GOP
Presidents Coolidge and
Hoover and Adam Smith, the
founder of economics.
“Mellon said ‘It is wrong to
tax wages more than capital
investment,’ while Smith said
‘Business will do everything
they can to get government to
put its thumb on the scale on
their behalf.’” As for the Bible,
Johnston said “it frequently
denounces taking from those
who have less to give to those
who have more.”
Yet that is what business has
lobbied for and gotten in
Washington, at state and local
levels, he added. That’s where

Wal-Mart operates, driving out
local retailers and driving
down the local tax base and
quality of life, he noted.
The result has been the rising income inequality in the
U.S., with the government-under both Democrats and
Republicans over the last 30
years--making it worse.
The biggest corporate tax
cut, in dollar terms, Johnston
said, came under Democratic
President Bill Clinton. But he
gave Clinton and former GOP
President George H.W. Bush-father of the current president-credit for trying to shift the tax
burden away from individuals
and for trying to make the
responsibility more equal.

The worst offenders in
increasing the burden, and the
corporate socialism, Johnston
added, are, in order, present
GOP President George W.
Bush and GOP President
Ronald Reagan. And with the
current chaos in the financial
markets spreading to the rest of
the economy, he added, it’s
obvious their policy has failed.
“The American economy
does not operate the way it is
routinely described. It is not
true that cutting taxes will
make you rich. It is not true
that getting rid of unions will
make the economy stronger.
Eventually, we have to reach
out and say: ‘It has been 28
years and this is wrong.’”

Protests stop scheme to oust NWA unions
(PAI)--Strong protests by
unions and key lawmakers over
an obscure union election manual rules change by the Bushnamed National Mediation
Board forced the agency to
revoke its plan to rewrite the
rules, which would have
helped Delta Airlines oust
unions at Northwest Airlines
after Delta’s planned takeover.
The unions said the board
should not impose a requirement that “more than a substantial majority” of workers
must be pro-union in order to
recognize the union after merger between an unionized carrier
and a non-union one.
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
(D-Mass.), and Reps. George
Miller (D-Calif.) and James
Oberstar (D-Minn.) agreed
with the unions. Miller and
Kennedy head Congress’ labor
committees, Oberstar the
Transportation Committee.
The NMB, which governs
labor-management relations on
airlines and railroads also
wanted to sharply curb--if not
outright outlaw--the use of
card-check certification to see
if such majorities exist. The
unions protested that restriction, too.
The board’s backtracking is
particularly important because
of red-state Georgia-based
Delta’s scheme to swallow

blue-state Minnesota-based
Northwest. Except for its
pilots--who support company
management--Delta is virtually
non-union. It recently engaged
in a vicious campaign to bar
AFA-CWA from organizing its
flight attendants.
NWA is wall-to-wall union,
and AFA-CWA President Pat
Friend has repeatedly said--and
told Congress again on Sept.
25--that Delta schemes to
decertify her union there and
make the combined carrier
union-free. Unions and lawmakers said NMB’s proposal
would further Delta’s aims.
“The crippling ambiguity”
of the “more than a substantial
majority” requirement would
leave NMB “with unfettered
discretion” to decide case-bycase whether the union could
represent workers at a merged
carrier, Friend said. It also flies

KOLAR
AUTOMOTIVE

GROUP

in the face of the Railway
Labor Act, which the board
administers, and its “50%+1”
provision. A union wins a representation election only if that
absolute majority of all bargaining unit members--not just
those voting--cast “yes” ballots. Uncast votes are “no”s.
“The timing of this is suspect in light of the NWA/Delta
merger scheduled before the
end of 2008,” Friend said.
Since that involves unions “at
one carrier but not at the other,
the board’s proposal appears
aimed at this particular transaction and is designed to create
obstacles to continuation or
extension of unions to postmerger Delta.”
Shareholders of the two airlines approved the merger Sept.
25th, which still has many
hoops to jump through.

733-0100
www.kolarnet.com

When Others Won’t...KOLAR Will
4781 Miller Trunk Hwy., Duluth, MN
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More unemployed workers, fewer openings

Bailout blasted...from page 1
ing for the $100 billion in construction projects the stimulus
package would provide. He said the Wall Street financiers
“should be thinking about bail”--for staying out of jail--“rather
than a bailout.”
“The most important asset in America is not Wall Street–it’s
Main Street and working people. Unfortunately all Americans
are stuck in the same boat with those at fault and if they sink,
they will drag us down with them. But this bailout cannot be
another Bush no-strings raid on taxpayers and the Treasury.”
He noted that every billion dollars spent on rebuilding the
nation’s roads, airports and mass transit creates 47,500 jobs.
The construction money was in the stimulus package the Senate
Republicans defeated. He also said the bailout must include protections for worker pensions which suffered large losses
because of Wall Street irresponsibility.

Labor & DFL Endorsed

Join Us For A

Kick-off to the
Final 4 Weeks
Of This Campaign Season!
Tuesday, Oct. 7, 7:00 p.m.
Carmody Irish Pub
308 East Superior Street

Meet & Greet your DFL friends including
Primary candidates and Rep. Mike Jaros.
Join in the Presidential Debate that night!

RogerReinert

for Representative • MN House-7B

Fighting for Duluth!
In politics you never assume anything.
Help us push to a win Tues., Nov. 4th!
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE

by Emily Garr, Researcher
Economic Policy Institute
Since the economic downturn began in December 2007,
the United States has lost over
600,000 jobs, and the national
unemployment rate has risen to
a five-year high of 6.1%.
States most affected are
concentrated largely in the Pacific West, Midwest, and South
Atlantic regions, and are led by
Michigan (8.9%), Rhode Island (8.5%), California (7.7%),
and Mississippi (7.7%).
http://www.epi.org/con
tent.cfm/webfeatures_snap
shots_20080924 shows the
unemployment rate of each
state in August, accompanied
by employment gains and losses incurred by each state since
the economic downturn.
Though 22 states increased
net employment since December, job growth for the vast
majority of those states has
been grossly insufficient compared to that of the workingage population. Consequently,
the percentage of people in the
labor force actively—but
unsuccessfully—looking for
work has steadily gone up,
even in states that saw an
increase in employment.
For example, in Texas,
which gained more jobs since

December than any other state,
the unemployment rate rose
from 4.2% to 5.0% in nine
months.
In fact, out of the 22 states
that gained jobs unemployment
rose in all but two. In
Oklahoma
unemployment
ticked down from 4.1% in
December to 4.0% in August;
in West Virginia the decline
was larger, from 4.6% to 4.1%.
The story in manufacturing
is more dismal, with all but six

Unemployment Snapshot of the States
Minnesota’s August unemployment rate was 6.2 percent.
The total number of jobs lost in Minnesota between December
2007 and August 2008 was 8,700. The number of manufacturing jobs lost in the time period was 7,400.
Wisconsin’s August unemployment rate was 5.1 percent.
The total number of jobs lost in Wisconsin between December
2007 and August 2008 was 4,700. The number of manufacturing jobs lost in the time period was 8,600.

Unemployment percentages for the states, DC:

3.1% to 4%-7 states: UT, WY, ND, SD, NE, OK, WV
4.1% to 5%-15 states: MT, ID, NM, TX, KS, IA, AR, LA,
AL, VA, MD, DE, VT, NH, DC
5.1% to 6%-9 states: HI, WA, AZ, CO, WI, ME NY, PA, NJ
6.1% to 7%--12 states:
AK, OR, MN, MO,
IN, KY, TN, FL,
GA, NC, CT, RI
THE
Over 7.1%-8 states: CA, NV,
IL, MS, MI, OH, SC
~Economic Policy Institute
If you had purchased this
http://www.epi.org/content.
UP TO A
Purchase
space for $11, you could
cfm/ webfeatures_snapshots
One Pair of
$258.95
have sold your life savVision Pro Glasses VALUE!
_20080924

ings to the highest, or
lowest, Wall St. bidder.

Fall Into

SAVINGS!

INTERSTATE

SPUR

Your prescription,
your choice.
GAS - DIESEL
GROCERIES

You’ll really like
our car wash!

$95

and Get the
Second Pair

FREE!*
Sale Includes:
Single Vision •
Bifocals • Trifocals
Rx Sunglasses •
Progressive No-Line
& Computer Glasses!

2700 W. Michigan St.

Thirty-day prescription
of one brand name drug

states shedding jobs. This follows ongoing job loss since
late 2000 that totals more than
3.5 million.
Help could be on the way.
In the past three weeks, both
the Senate and the House have
introduced legislation (S. 3507
and H.R. 6867) that would
extend unemployment benefits
to eligible workers in every
state, with an additional 13
weeks in states with unemployment rates above 6.0%.

OPTICAL
DULUTH • SUPERIOR • MOOSE LAKE
GRAND RAPIDS • CLOQUET • AURORA
* With purchase of glasses. Up to a $258.95 value. Must be
of equal or lesser value: select from special collection of
frames and plastic lenses. Cannot be combined with any
other offer or prior purchase. See store for details.

$29
Thirty-day prescription
of its generic equivalent

The generic drug can be just as effective. Choose FDA-

approved, high-quality generic drugs whenever possible. It can
save you money at the pharmacy and can help keep costs down
for everyone.
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United Way effort needs you more than ever this year as need skyrockets
Community Services Program
Director Yvonne Harvey told
the dozens in attendance.
“Unemployment is up, families
are hurting and labor will be
there again to meet the challenges of their communities in
need.”
The Duluth Building &
Construction Trades Council
was at the luncheon as they’ve
been for over a decade, getting
the UWGD Campaign off to a
good start.
“Eighteen years ago the
National Building Trades
Council started their Dollars
Against Diabetes campaign to
fund research at the University
of Florida,” Trades Council
President Craig Olson said in
addressing the luncheon. “We
added the United Way to the
proceeds from our DADS golf
fundraiser after the diabetes
research was built and the debt
manageable. This year we’re
proud to be able to make a
50/50 split between our two
recipients and present the
United Way of Greater Duluth
with a check for $4761.93.”
UWGD’s John Bartikoski
said this will be one of their
most challenging campaigns
as their goal is to increase
donations by five percent to

reach $2,150,000.
“When things get tough,
labor asks what do we need to
do, rolls up their sleeves and
gets to work,” he said
This year’s UWGD theme
is “Live United.” Living united
can help build a healthier community. Leading Labor’s effort
will be co-chairs Dan Leslie of
IBEW Local 31 at Minnesota
Power, and Beth Peterson of
AFSCME Local 3801 at UMD.
Recognized at the luncheon
were AFSCME Local 66 members employed at the Western
Lake
Superior
Sanitary
District, winners of this year’s
Minnesota AFL-CIO Bea
Kersten Community Services
Award.
Speaking on behalf of his
co-workers Alex Livadaros
said after his unit went out on a
job security strike in 2002 they
received a lot of support from
the community.
“We found the need to support other people after being
supported ourselves when we
needed it,” Livadaros said.
“We became stronger, united,
and made a better work site for
all of our workers and management.”
Also recognized at the
luncheon was the AFSCME

Local 66 and City of Duluth
Labor Management Campaign
Team. Deb Strohm said her
unit enjoyed taking on the task
last year.
“I hope we can do as well
this year,” Strohm said. “We’d
had 23 lay-offs, which will hurt
our support and maybe more
are coming.”
Those laid-off workers
could very well become people
needing help from United Way
agencies and programs.
Campaign Cabinet CoChair Steve Decatur told those
in attendance at the luncheon

that four areas receive the
majority of UWGD donations:
• 33 percent of last year’s
donations went to cover needed
basic services like food and
clothing for 30,000 people;
• access to health care was
provided for 6,700 low income
people;
• 4,000 people trying to
work and get out of poverty
were helped to be self-sufficient and stable; and
• over 8,000 children were
helped,
especially
preKindergarten, “an ever present
need” said Decatur.

Oh, it’s been a long week special

Our Tuesday night (in-house w/beverage) special is your
reward for having to face the rest of the tough week
ahead. Our delicious Prime Rib Stacker with Fries for
only $4.59. Our beef and buns are to die for. Giddy-up!

We deliver Big Time!

All indicators are pointing
to a rough winter both in terms
of weather and heating costs.
Strapped budgets are hitting
low-income families especially
hard already even before the
heating season begins.
Area food shelves are usually stocked into October by the
National Association of Letter
Carriers Annual Food Drive
which is the second Saturday in
May. This year that food was
gone by August because of
incredibly high demand.
This fall United Way campaigns face a daunting task of
finding enough donations to
meet the needs in their communities. It’s always that way but
this year is scary for the United
Way and the agencies and programs they support. Demand is
high for all programs products
and services and even corporate sponsors are saying they
will have to cut back on donations.
That message came out loud
and clear as the United Way of
Greater Duluth kicked off its
campaign with the 31st Labor
Partnership Luncheon Sept. 17.
“We already know that
energy assistance cutbacks will
occur while the costs will rise
for all types of heating oil,”

2531 West
Superior St.

727-0020
Grill

Happy Hour M-F 3-6, $1 off drinks, 1/2 off apps
Your Union House affiliated with UNITE HERE #99

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy
3Personal service
3Consulting at the pharmacy

Members of the Duluth Building & Construction Trades Council got the United Way of
Greater Duluth’s Campaign off to a great start again this year with a donation linked to
their Dollars Against Diabetes Golf Outing. Accepting the donation Sept. 17 were, from
right, Campaign Co-Chair Steve Decatur (Western Bank), Labor Co-Chairs Dan Leslie
(IBEW 31 & Minnesota Power) and Beth Peterson (AFSCME 3801 & UMD).

3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills
3Monthly health screenings

By popular demand

3Free blood pressure checks

Mail Order
Pharmacies

Service only by phone/computer
No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned
No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

A credit union for East Duluth

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

EXPERIENCE THE
CREDIT UNION
DIFFERENCE

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

Open your account today!
Details: 218-729-7733
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Pinetree Plaza
Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN
218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm • Sat 9am - 5:30pm • Sun 11am - 5pm
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The last 8 years of G.W. Bush should bring a fear for the next 8 years
By Chad McKenna, Field
Organizer, North East Area
Labor Council, AFL-CIO
By the time you have this
paper in your hands, there will
be less than 35 days until election day. Time is getting short
to Turn Around America.
I agree with George Sundstrom’s letter in the last Labor
World. If you are not outraged,
you are not paying attention.

One of my favorite movies
of all times is “Network”
where the main character
inspires millions to stand up
and say “Enough!” I am calling
on you faithful readers to go to
work tomorrow or your union
meeting this month and yell,
“I’m mad as hell and I’m not
gong to take it anymore.”
The last eight years have
seen our civil liberties tram-

pled. Whether it was the
Patriot Act that allowed for
domestic spying, the get-outof-jail free card for corporations that handed personal
information over to the Bush
administration, or events that
turned our streets into police
states when peacefully dissenting Americans arrived, it’s
been wrong.
The last eight years have

Injured on the job?

We’ll listen.
The art of listening is one of the qualities that is most important for
an effective Workers’ Comp attorney. That’s because every situation,
and every unfortunate injury, is unique. After hearing your whole
story, we then develop a plan to obtain the benefits to fairly
compensate you.
We will answer your questions or important concerns, such as
medical treatment options, the adverse medical exam or when you
should return to work.
If you’ve suffered a work related injury, call us. It costs you nothing
to meet with a good listener.
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seen our men and women in the
military, and the American people, lied to about the most trusted power given to the government – the power to engage our
nation in warfare. First we
were told Iraq was an imminent
threat--we must strike first.
Then we were told there were
weapons of mass destruction-we must attack. Then we found
there were no WMDs. Then
we were told it was because
Saddam was a tyrant--we must
liberate the Iraqi people. We
will be greeted as liberators
said Vice President Cheney.
Then we were told democracy was our charge--we must
be the deliverers of democracy.
When one lie was exhausted, they simply thought of
another.
The last eight years saw the
income gap grow to the largest
since the Great Depression.
Even as the incredible productivity of the American workforce continued to increase,
wages stagnated, health care
premiums rose three times the
rate of inflation, and the invisible hand of the market all but
erased retirement security. All
the while, CEOs raked in
bonuses and golden parachutes
taken right out of the pockets of
working Americans. Trickledown economics has put in

motion a domino effect of buyouts and bail-outs on Wall
Street. CEOs’ spoils have come
home to roost. Yet, John
McCain recently tried to give
the American people another
serving of kool-aid saying “the
fundamentals of the economy
are sound.” Well, he admitted
he doesn’t understand economics.
If the last eight years
haven’t fired you up, think
about the next eight years.
Think about the damage a
McCain administration will do
to your retirement, your right to
be in a union, our children’s
future, our grandchildren’s
future. We simply can’t afford
to lose this election. And your
labor movement needs your
help. Your paycheck, your
health care, your right to bargain a contract needs your help.
Make phone calls. Knock on
doors. Pass out a leaflet to your
co-workers. Whatever you can
do, help elect a President
Obama and a Senator Franken.
You can find our schedule
of events at www.nealc.org.
And you can call or email the
Labor 2008 campaign at
218.728.8996 or
email
scott@nealc.org.
We can’t afford to sit idly by
any longer with a month to go.

Central Body to screen Lake
County, Two Harbors pols
The Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body’s last meeting
before the Tuesday, Nov. 4th General Election will be Thursday,
October 9th. At that time screenings will be conducted for City
of Two Harbors and Lake County Commissioner races. Brad
Jones was endorsed for Lake County District 3 on Sept. 11.
Screenings which are open to all union members, will begin
at 6:00 p.m. in Wellstone Hall of the Duluth Labor Temple.
Any possible endorsements in the remaining races will be
considered and possibly voted on, by only Central Body delegates when their regular monthly meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Trades make Lake County,
Two Harbors endorsements
Following screenings at their September 16 meeting, the
Duluth Building and Construction Trades Council (DBCTC) got
more active in Two Harbors and Lake County by endorsing candidates running for office in those local government races.
“We’ve stepped up activity up the North Shore in the last few
years because decisions being made by elected officials are having an impact, and not always a positive impact, on our members
and their families,” said DBCTC President Craig Olson.
Among Two Harbors candidates receiving the Trades’
endorsement were mayoral challenger Bob Larkin, and city
council candidates Shannon Kittleson (Ward 3), and Steve
Detlefsen (Ward 4), a member of IBEW Local 242.
Lake County Board of Commissioner candidates receiving
endorsements were Thomas Clifford (District 1), Brad Jones
(District 3), and Rich Sve (District 5). All are challengers for
those positions. Jones is a member of AFSCME Local 1123 and
a former member of Laborers Local 1091.
The Primary Election found all county incumbents losing.
Olson said hundreds of unionized Building Trades members
live in the Lake County region. The DBCTC has several thousand members in their 15 affiliated unions.
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