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Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill), Central Body President Alan
Netland, and Rep. Tom Huntley met with a large group of
labor activists in Freeman Hall last Friday as Durbin
stumped for Barack Obama, his U.S. Senate colleague.

By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
On the campaign trail, and
in his “Straight Talk Express,”
Republican presidential nominee John McCain casts himself
as a “maverick,” willing to
stand up to his party and its
leaders when necessary.
His record says otherwise.
The 72-year-old Arizona
senator, a 26-year congressional veteran, has broken with his
party on occasion on specific
issues. Some are campaign
finance reform, brokering a
deal on judgeship nominations,
and opposing Ronald Reagan
on sending Marines to
Lebanon. In his 2000 campaign, McCain called leading
preachers of the Radical Right
“agents of intolerance.” And
he initially pushed immigration
reform.
But his record is not consistent. The judgeship deal was
temporary. McCain made a
pilgrimage in this campaign to
court Rev. Jerry Falwell and to
pledge fealty to the Radical
Right. When the GOP left him
on immigration--in Congress
and in the GOP platform, both
virulently
anti-Hispanic-McCain abandoned reform.

Sen. Durbin stumps for Obama in Duluth

When Sen. Barack Obama
decided to run for the nation’s
presidency a couple of years
ago, the first supporter he had
was his fellow U.S. Senator
from Illinois, Dick Durbin. For
the first year of Obama’s effort,
Durbin was his only supporter
in the Senate. That’s changed.
Durbin toured Minnesota
last Friday to stump for Obama
as the national chairman for the
Obama/Biden for America
campaign. The Duluth Labor
Temple was one of his stops
with an hour meeting with
union members prior to a press
conference in Wellstone Hall.
“Twenty three months ago I
told Barack to run,” the affable
Durbin said. “He’s got something most of us don’t have-chemistry--I told him even if
we lose he doesn’t lose because
he’s young.”
Obama wasn’t a tough sell
in Illinois, where the two top
voters in state history are
African-Americans. He’s one
of the two. But then it was off
to the Iowa caucuses, an almost
all white state, against Sen.
Hillary Clinton.
“We weathered the storms,”
Durbin said, “even though
party leaders didn’t believe it.
And I got to introduce Barack
Obama as the Democratic
nominee at Mile High Stadium
before 80,000.”
Durbin, the U.S. Senate

Majority Whip, said he has visited 20 states with the message
that the Bush/McCain policies
have built an economy that has
collapsed, “because you don’t
build by helping the rich, you
do it by helping the middle
class.” That theme resonated as
Durbin spoke and answered
questions for an hour and a
half.
“McCain voted for deregulation, telling us to get out of
the way and we’d see capitalism at its best. Well, we’ve
actually seen it at its worst.”
Not long ago Durbin said
McCain said “the fundamentals of the economy are
strong.”
In response to questions
about pensions and retirements
crashing, Durbin said the only
plan that won’t take a hit and
will pay as promised is Social
Security. Republicans had been
beat at trying to turn Social
Security over to Wall St. in
recent years by Democrats.
Durbin said now McCain is
touting a new bailout plan to
reward lenders for their irresponsible behavior.
“McCain will hit taxpayers
and the economy to reward his
friends, but now he wants to
stop talking about the economy
so we end up with personal
attacks.”
Durbin said Minnesotans
are experiencing the worst

unemployment in 22 years and
it’s one of the first times this
state’s unemployment has been
higher than the national rate.
“We need a president that
finally cares about an economy
based on work, not on wealth,”
Durbin said. “Barack Obama
will be that president.”
Durbin said the most prosperous times in American history have been when the labor
movement was growing. That
will happen under an Obama
presidency because he will
support the Employee Free
Choice Act and make trade
agreements enforceable so
other nations won’t dump their
goods on us, destroying our
jobs.
He said 87% of Americans
are following this presidential
election and voter registration
is up nationwide. The
Democratic Primary Election
in Illinois found a 70% vote
increase.
“We can sense a movement
to permanent change,” said
Durbin. President Bush has a
24% approval rating, the same
as Nixon had “as he waved
goodbye” Durbin said. It’s not
surprising that Republican candidates like McCain, and Sen.
Norm Coleman, are working so
hard to distance themselves
from a president they’ve supported.

More consistent is that he
has supported his party’s consensus in a huge majority of his
votes, especially on key issues
for workers: The war on workers, the economy, jobs and
trade, the war in Iraq, and
health care. McCain has voted
with George W. Bush 90% of
the time, and with workers
16% of the time.
If McCain wins, he would
be constricted by three key factors: The Democratic-run
Congress, the economy in the
tank, and the $500 billion-plus
federal deficit.
For McCain, as for
Democratic nominee Barack
Obama, the economy will be
the biggest obstacle to carrying
out his goals. With the stock
market in shambles, taking
workers’ pensions down with
it, with unemployment and
underemployment rising, with
47 million people without
health insurance and with 3
million people facing foreclosure, McCain will have to deal
with that first.
If Democratic congressional
control continues, lawmakers
cannot be expected to continue
to kowtow to the monarchical
presidency established by
Bush. The deficit would constrict McCain’s ability to enact
other programs. That includes
his tax cuts for the rich, which
he would add to those Bush
enacted, and his plans to continue Bush policies that produced and increased the deficit.
Here is what a McCain win
would mean for workers on the
four key issues listed above,
taken from McCain’s record
and issue positions, and the
GOP platform he runs on:
THE WAR ON WORKERS: At the UAW legislative
conference this year, reporters
asked union President Ron
Gettelfinger what a McCain
presidency would be like for

Wisconsin
AFL-CIO

Endorsements

workers. His reply: “The worst
president ever--except for
George W. Bush.”
Since virtually his first day
in the Oval Office, Bush has
waged a war on workers. He
abolished project labor agreements on federal construction
See McCain...page 6
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Last weekend to see Barton Sutter’s timely, edgy but fun “Bushed”
This Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday will be your last three
chances to see Barton Sutter’s
“Bushed: A Poetical, Political,
Partly Musical Tragicomedy in
Two Acts.” Crowds of over 100
have been enjoying the weekend performances of the play

written by the award winning
Sutter, Duluth’s first Poet
Laureate, with music by the
award winning Marya Hart.
A great cast is being directed by Brian Matuszak and performed by his Rubber Chicken
Theater.
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Volunteer Committee,
826Body
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MINNESOTA NURSES ASSOCIATION
1625 Energy Park Drive, Suite 200
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108
(651) 414-2800 / 1-800-536-4662
e-mail: mnnurses@mnnurses.org

Performances are at 7:00
p.m. each night at the Harbor
City International School
Theater, 332 West Michigan St.
Ticket sales have improved
at each of the six performances
this month. A large contingent
of union members have been
enjoying the production with
their $2 discount for showing a
union card at the door.
Larry “The Laborer” Anderson admits he’s not often seen
in the audience of performing
arts productions like plays but
he and his family thoroughly
enjoyed “Bushed” last Friday.
“It was fantastic, hard hitting but a lot of fun,” Anderson
said. “It’s perfect for what the
labor movement is thinking
about the eight years of Bush,
and the election coming up.”
Tickets are $20 for adults,
$15 for students and seniors.
Call
213-2780,
email
Brian@RubberChickenTheate

LWVMN voter
guide on-line

The League of Women
Voters Minnesota 2008 Voter
Guide is now available on-line
at
http://www.lwvmn.org/
vote/vote.asp.
The printed version is availPOSITION TITLE:
Director of Field Operations able at Target stores at the “In
Your Community” kiosks near
DATE:
October 1, 2008
the front of the store.
DEPARTMENT:
Administration
On-line you can create your
ACCOUNTABLE TO:
James Bialke, Executive Director
custom Voter Guide, including
AVAILABLE:
Immediately
candidates, responses to LWV
Minnesota Nurses Association, the largest Professional
questions, ballot issues, LWV
Nurses union in the Midwest, is seeking an additional
candidate forums, and polling
Director of Field Operations. This position is responsible
places by entering your zip
for the management, support and development of field
code. Voter registration applistaff in order to promote and achieve the goals and priori- cation and absentee ballot
ties of the Minnesota Nurses Association (MNA), in accor- application forms can be printdance with the directives of the leadership of the MNA.
ed off the website.

NOTICE OF JOB VACANCY

QUALIFICATIONS:
Education: BA/BS Degree is required; advanced degree
preferred. Registered Nurse is preferred.
Experience: Five years of labor union experience and three
years of management experience is required.
Salary: Negotiable based on experience and education
Contact: James Bialke, Executive Director. For a detailed
posting or to send letter of application and resume: via mail
to the address above (ATTN: James Bialke) or e-mail to
James.Bialke@mnnurses.org.

The Minnesota Nurses Association is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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When Others Won’t...KOLAR Will
4781 Miller Trunk Hwy., Duluth, MN
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r.com,
or
visit
www.
RubberChickenTheater.com to
purchase tickets. You can also
purchase them at the door on
the second floor of the school
where the state of the art theatre is located.
Among sponsors of Bushed
are the Duluth AFL-CIO

Central Labor Body, the
Duluth
Building
and
Construction Trades Council,
and the Minnesota AFL-CIO,
Hell’s Kitchen, Northern
Lights Books and Gifts, and
Francis and Jocelyn Heid.
Bushed contains adult language and themes.

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2008, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dick Lally, Business Manager (651) 646-4566

Labors’ Choice, Your Voice
As a lifelong Union Member I’m proud
to be endorsed by so many sectors of the
Labor Movement. On the Lake County
Board I’ll represent and advocate for
working families as I always have in my
work life and service to my community.

I'll appreciate your vote
Tuesday, November 4!

Vote

BRAD JONES
www.voteforbradjones.com

Lake County Commissioner Dist. 3
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE

VOTE 4Yes 4Yes 4Yes

For Kids and a Vibrant Duluth
ATTENTION: Voters in
the Duluth School District
(And any other school district with a
levy on the Tuesday, Nov. 4 ballot)

The Duluth Central Labor Body has unanimously
endorsed the Duluth School’s Operating Levy Renewal
that will be on the ballot for voters in ISD 709.
The progressive levy will appear as three separate ballot
questions that need a “ YES” vote at each level.
...to renew the current levy at $365 per
student. This means no new taxes but
there will still be a need for budget cuts.

VOTE

4Yes

the $700 per student question. This
VOTE ...to
will help sustain programs and activities.
The tax increase will be $8.08 a month

4Yes on a $150,000 home.

the $1200 per student question. This
VOTE ...to
will keep quality programming and allow

term investments. The tax increase
4Yes short
will be $20.25 a month on a $150,000 home.

Learn more at
www.voteyesforkids.org
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE
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Wall Street’s Bank Robbers
You’ve got to feel bad for
undecided voters. If they’re
concerned about an election
they’re forced to pay attention
to the way television gives
them campaigns, whose TV
ads are ridiculous and lies like
most TV ads. Debates seem
much the same. Do you really
come away from them feeling
like you learned valuable information about or from the candidates? “Ask your doctor if
you need Constipativa!”
Obama has been good about
talking issues.
Bush was secretly hooked
up to deliver his lines even in
the debate format. You just
can’t beat the GOP when they
have a chance to rig the game.
If debates were important John
Kerry would be our president.
Actually Al Gore would be finishing his second term. Oops, I
forgot about that vote counting
thing. You just can’t beat those
guys when they have a chance
to rig the game. Did I say that?
Getting campaign information from TV is like going to a
dinner where presentation is
more important than the meal.
The table is nicely set but if
you’re really hungry you’re
looking for meat and potatos,

not a pretty plate, table cloth,
and candles. Maybe that’s West
Duluth coming out of me
again. Actually TV is like having bouillon cubes in stead of
dinner. “Would you like a little
ground sound byte on that,
sir?” I can’t take the BS TV
wants me to swallow. Information overwhelming us from the
Internet is hard to take too, but
I’ll read before I’ll watch candidates made up to look like,
well, pigs with lipstick I guess.
Candidates and pundits are
too worried about style points
on TV. It’s that form v. function
thing again.
I even passed up the Biden/
Palin debate, which was previewed as must see TV for its
theatrical possibilities. We
went to the theater instead and
saw “Bushed” on opening
night. Wanted to be there for
Next issues of Labor World opening night chaos so I avoidare: Oct. 29; Nov. 12, 25; ed the possible train wreck of
Dec. 17.
the VP debate. Ain’t one to
gawk at a car crash either.
LABOR WORLD
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chaos. You have three more
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for a Twins game. I’m sure you
think less of me for it and think
I should just shut up about politics for not watching. It’s like I
thought I knew who’d win.
The truth is that its all easy
for me. I’m not an undecided
voter. I’m in lock step with
Labor’s candidates after a
bumpy ride. Go get ‘em boys!
Three weeks from today
we’ll have an answer after all
the machinations. All that will
be left is to cry about the cheating, the money, the buying off,
the lies, the personal attacks,
the lack of support, the poor
campaign management, the
poor choice in candidates, the
out-of-whackos, and our
prospects for the future.
I regret to inform you that in
light of the current economy
and the raiding by the rich, I’ll
have to be here for one more
presidential election. The beauty of it is that President Obama
will be running for re-election,
Wall St. and my pension will
have recovered, and I may not
have to recover this territory.
The Twins will have been in
their new stadium for two years
by then, but political campaigns will still have a hard
time beating them out for my
short attention span. Both do,
however, make me crabby, and
I hate myself for disliking
some of the players, even my
own, when I know they could
care less.

Dissent makes America great

Editor:
I would like to respond to Wayne Suliin's letter in the Oct. 1
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body issue of Labor World (“Front Page Photo Offensive”).
Subscriptions: $22 Annually
As a fellow veteran, I would remind Mr. Suliin that what
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager makes this country great is the right to hold such a sign (“Dissent
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper is the Highest form of Patriotism”). This right has been sorely
tested in the last 8 years, as the current administration has steadiBoard of Directors
ly cut personal freedoms and sought to stifle dissent. If you recall
President/Treas. Mikael Sundin,
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
your 8th grade civics class, the right to question the government
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED 1710; is truly an American privilege.
Sec. Marlys Wisch, CWA 7214;
Now, as to whether dissent is the highest form of patriotism
Tom Selinski, IBEW 242; Mike
or not is in the eyen of the beholder. Questioning one’s patriotKuitu, Operating Engineers 49;
ism has become a useful tool by the right wing to deflect attenAl LaFrenier, UNITE HERE!;
Shane Sweeney, BCTWGM 167G; tion away from their disasterous policies. Let's not fall for that
one again. Support our troops! Bring them home now!
Larry Anderson, Laborers 1091;
Susan Jussila, MN Nurses Assn.
Steven A. Johnson, AFSCME Retiree, Teamsters Local 320
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By Jim Hightower
Willie Sutton, who said he robbed banks because "That's
where the money is," had nothing on Richard Fuld.
He's the Wall Street whiz who headed Lehman Brothers and
moved the company heavily into gimmicky investment schemes
based on risky subprime mortgages. When those home loans
began going bad, so did Lehman Brothers – so bad that it collapsed into bankruptcy on September 15.
That was, of course, disastrous for Lehman's employees and
for its shareholders. On paper, Fuld also lost money, for his stock
options were vaporized in the crash caused by his own reckless
policies. Unlike regular folks, however, the CEO had long
enjoyed a fat salary, banking nearly half-a-billion bucks in compensation in the years prior to Lehman's demise. Indeed, last
year alone, while his company was teetering, Fuld raked in about
$45 million in personal pay. That's more than $20,000 an hour.
For failure!
He got his, even though thousands of people suffered. In fact,
he's still presiding over the remnants of Lehman as it goes
through bankruptcy.
But what about all those other Wall Street greedheads we're
now being forced to bail out? No problem, say the White House
and Congress, for our bailout bill contains a populist provision to
limit the pay of CEOs who get taxpayer funds. Good idea! But
the actual language of the bill has a couple of supersized loopholes punched in the executive pay provision. First, the limit
applies only to a few banks that the government will actually
take over, not those it simply bails out. Worse, the CEO pay
restriction doesn't affect existing pay arrangements. So top honchos who have been wallowing in obscenely-high pay packages,
complete with golden parachutes, can continue getting those
riches, even as they draw bailout money from you and me.
Despite populist pretensions, Washington's "reformers" are
still letting CEOs rob the bank.
http://jimhightower.com//node/6620 Copyright Saddle-Burr
Productions, Jim Hightower, All Rights Reserved 1996-2006

Bush cousin Lehman leader
When Lehman Brothers collapsed the person named to lead
the asset management company
that is supposed to take some of
Lehman’s divisions out of bankruptcy is one George H. Walker.
That name has a ring to it as
he’s a cousin of President
George Walker Bush, and
nephew of former President
George Herbert Walker Bush.
George H. Walker will be
CEO of Neuberger Investment
Management. The sale of the
Lehman assets he will control is
expected to be closed and
approved in 2009. As is the case
with most investment groups,
you’d need a degree in finance
to understand how they will
shake the whole operation
down, or up.

This Day In History
from

www. workdayminnesota.org

October 15, 1914
The U.S. House of
Representatives passed the
Clayton Anti-Trust Act. The
legislation established that
unions were not “conspiracies” under the law and
exempted the labor movement from antitrust action.
Often referred to as “Labor’s
Magna Carta,” the legislation
for the first time freed
unions to strike, picket and
boycott employers. In subsequent years, however, the law
was weakened by numerous
state measures and negative
court interpretations.

NOW OPEN!
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cies of each president since Nixon affected
the economy. Through the Bush years, the
graph continues the trend of record-high
deficits followed by higher rates of unemployment under Republicans.
“The Democratic Party is often labeled

In 2008 our deficit – the amount the government is spending in the red – is projected
to climb to $400 billion. The only surplus
was under Clinton, who also had the lowest
unemployment rate since 1970 at 3.8%.
Unemployment is now 6.1%.

as a party of big spenders, but if you look,
you’ll see that it’s not the Democrats,”
IBEW Political/Legislative Department
Director Brian Baker said, “You don’t have
to be an economist to understand the story
that this graph tells.”

Do Large Deficits Mean High Unemployment?
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The lowest monthly U.S. unemployment rate since January 1970 was
recorded at 3.8% in April 2000 under Clinton/Gore. In May 2008,
as the economy stagnated under Bush/Cheney, unemployment was
again on the rise, reaching 5.5%.
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Bush/Quayle produced what
was then the highest deficit
in the history of the United
States, $290.3 billion.
Clinton/Gore reversed the
trend, achieving a surplus
in 2000 of $236 billion—
a $526 billion turnaround.
The Clinton/Gore surplus was
erased as Bush/Cheney produced
the highest deficit in U.S. history
in 2004: $412 billion.

Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics; Office of Management and Budget; Congressional Budget Office.
1 The budget surplus of 1969 is due to the budget submitted by Lyndon Johnson.
2 Congressional Budget Office, An Analysis of the President’s Budgetary Proposals for Fiscal Year 2009 (March 2008).
3 April 2000 figure.
4 May 2008 figure.
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"Just the Facts" is the IBEW's graphic
depiction of our economy since 1969. Using
figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the Office and Management and Budget,
and the Congressional Budget Office, the
graph paints a picture of the how the poli-
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IBEW graphic shows why Democratic presidents are better for our economy, workers

Unemployment at 6.1% in September, jobless numbers highest in 16 years
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
September’s unemployment
rate stayed at 6.1% the Bureau
of Labor Statistics said. But
the number of jobless rose by
101,000, to 9.477 million. That
set a record for the tenure of
Republican President G. W.
Bush and is the highest number
of jobless since December
1992 when, 9.557 million people were unemployed--and his
father was president.
September’s statistics, the
last ones before the election,
may understate the problem.
The BLS’ survey was done the
first week of September, before
the government took over
Fannie Mae, AIG and Freddie
Mac, Bear Stearns imploded,
Merrill Lynch was sold and
Wall Street collapsed, taking
the economy and 17,000 financial jobs with them.
September’s number is 59%
higher than the day Bush took
office. January 2001’s report,
the last under Democratic Pres.
Clinton, showed 5.956 million
jobless and a 4% unemployment rate. There are now 3.52
million more jobless than when
Bush entered the Oval Office,
more evidence the nation is in
its second Bush recession.

AFL-CIO President John J.
Sweeney said the figures provide further evidence for
Congress to pass a “stimulus
II” package that would lengthen jobless benefits to 39 weeks,
and provide infrastructure
spending for construction jobs,
among other things.
“What will it take for our
elected leaders to help Main
Street?” he asked. “Our nation
lost another 159,000 jobs last
month, bringing the total number of jobs lost this year to
760,000.”
That number
“should set off alarm bells at
every level about the need to
pass an economic stimulus
package and provide real help
to stem the continuing flood of
foreclosures before asking taxpayers to bail out Wall Street.”
In September, 21.1% of the
jobless were out of work more
than 26 weeks, meaning they
exhausted their unemployment
benefits. That’s up 1.6 percentage points in one month and
3.5 points in one year.
In September, 11% of workers were jobless, underemployed, looking for work, or
forced to take part-time jobs
when they rather would have
full-time employment. That’s
up from August (10.7%) and

last September (8.4%). BLS
said 54.3% of the jobless were
actual job losers, and 39.5%
lost their jobs permanently.
The overall net loss of
159,000 jobs represented the
9th straight month of losses.
Declines were across the
board: factories (-51,000);
construction (-35,000); retail (40,000); services (-82,000);
trucking (-12,000); and airlines
(-5,000).
September’s jobless rate in
construction was 9.9%, compared to 5.8% a year ago.
Even the high price of gasoline showed up in figures: auto
companies shed another 18,000
workers in September to
845,000. Car sales crashes led
auto dealers to cut 10,000 jobs.
Factories are down to 13.38
million jobs, almost 3.5 million
since September 1999. Half of
those jobs are high-paying
union jobs, the AFL-CIO
Industrial Trades Council says-and almost all are due to subsidized foreign imports. And
6% (970,000) of factory workers were jobless, up from 4.1%
(596,000) in September 2007.
Sweeney laid the jobless
figures squarely on Bush, and
the Republican who hopes to
succeed him, John McCain.
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his 26 years in the Senate.
These rules favor corporate
profits and Wall Street
investors over the working
people who build our cities,
teach our children and nurse
our ills.”

Unemployment funds dry up
Reports say unemployment insurance trust funds in California, Michigan, Missouri, New York, Ohio, South Carolina and
Wisconsin are nearing exhaustion and 11 more states' funds face
serious fund challenges. According to Economic Policy Institute
economist Heidi Shierholz it's not unusual in a recession for
some state’s UI funds to run out. What is unusual in this downturn is the large number of states that will reach insolvency.
To cover shortfalls states will borrow from the federal UI
trust fund, which currently holds about $35 billion. EPI vice
president Ross Eisenbrey notes another complication: The
Federal trust fund was a lot healthier at the start of the last recession, when it had about $53 billion available for loans to states.
The trust fund distributed about $8 billion to the states in 2002.
Most states have used the money - some for tax holidays, some
raised benefits, and a few put it away for a rainy day.

Support your local pharmacy
Tell your union, health fund, and employer
you want local pharmacy services

It’s Better...Keep It Local!
Your Local
vs
White Drug Pharmacy

Mail Order
Pharmacies

3Personal service

Service only by phone/computer

3Consulting at the pharmacy

No personal contact. How do
you get questions answered?
Allegations of re-dispensing
product that has been returned

3Questions answered reliably,
accurately
315 minute service on
new prescriptions
3Ready RefillTM (Automated
Refills) authorizations
3Free in town prescription
delivery
3We contact doctors for refills

Working
TOGETHER
for
Northeast
Minnesota’s
Future.

Jobs

“The roots of our nation's
current economic crisis...reflect
a basic elitism that has been
built into our economic rules--a
philosophy that underpins the
Bush economic agenda and has
permeated McCain's as well for

3Monthly health screenings
3Free blood pressure checks

No ability to customize orders
Two week delivery, often LATE
Do you want your meds sitting in
a 110 degree mailbox?
Some require you to get your
own refill authorizations
Why trust your health & safety to
a nameless, faceless person?

Your local White Drug Pharmacy is more reliable
than mail order. We are always available to answer
your questions face to face with a local pharmacist.

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

Pinetree Plaza

Inside Super One Foods
Cloquet, MN
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and tried to cut trades
workers’ wages in Hurricane
Katrina rebuilding.
Bush built a National Labor
Relations Board majority that
has spent 8 years tearing down
workers’ rights. He refuses to
enforce workers laws--everything from child labor to job
safety. His anti-worker actions,
listed on the AFL-CIO website,
are too many to condense.
Union activists call McCain
“McSame,” contending a
McCain presidency would see
continuation of Bush policies.
Like Bush, McCain opposes
the Employee Free Choice Act,
labor’s top legislative priority
But Bush has never openly
supported a leading Radical
Right cause: A national rightto-work law. McCain has, trying to push for Senate consideration of it more than a decade
ago--a fact he does not mention
on the campaign trail. And as
then-chairman of the Senate
Commerce Committee, which
writes airline legislation,
McCain advocated (unsuccessfully) baseball-style all-ornothing arbitration of airline
labor-boss disputes.
In his acceptance speech, he
denounced teachers unions,
backing so-called “choice.”
McCain has said that he
would appoint federal judges in
the mold of the most-conservative U.S. Supreme Court justices, citing Antonin Scalia.
Those Bush-named judges
consistently rule against workers, notably in the sexual pay
discrimination case involving
Lilly Ledbetter and virtually

McCain’s record shows he’s no maverick...from page 1
ending the right to sue firms
that discriminate by sex, race
or other factors.
THE ECONOMY, JOBS
AND TRADE: One “maverick” vote McCain mentions is
against Bush’s tax cuts for the
rich in 2001. He said they
would explode the federal
deficit, and they did. They
benefited the wealthiest while
leaving the rest of us behind, he
said, and they have. But in
2008, McCain not only wants
to make Bush’s tax cuts for the
rich permanent, he wants to
expand them. Following trickle-down GOP orthodoxy, he
contends more tax cuts would
put money in pockets of the
firms and the rich, who would
invest and create jobs. Corporate tax cuts enacted at Bush’s
behest funneled cash into company pockets. Jobs were created, overseas. Private job
growth in the U.S. stalled.
One reason for overseas job
growth is that Republicans,
McCain included, refuse to
repeal corporate tax breaks that
encourage firms to ship jobs
abroad. Republicans, McCain
included, voted for every trade
treaty, from NAFTA on forwards. Only one, with Jordan,
has worker rights. McCain
boasts of those votes while
campaigning, and told Michigan voters their jobs lost to
NAFTA and other such pacts
“aren’t coming back.”
Those treaties give firms
incentive to transfer plants to
low-wage nations, taking high-

paying U.S. industrial jobs
with them. Since the companies also get a Republicanbacked corporate tax deduction
for job creation, regardless of
where it is, they have every
incentive to move--or to use
the threat of moving to force
their U.S. workers to accept
slave wages, no health care,
skimpy 401(k)s, or none at all.
HEALTH CARE: The Arizonan has never paid much
attention to health care during
his Senate service, despite his
state’s large retiree population.
But he has crafted a health care
plan--a variation of Bush’s
“you’re on your own” scheme.
McCain would repeal the
federal tax deduction individuals get for paying health insurance, part of their itemized
health care deduction. He
would eliminate health care as
a deductible corporate expense.
And McCain would have millions of people now receiving
company-paid health care fend
for themselves in the “open
market.” McCain contends the
insurers would rush to cover
them and compete with lowerpriced policies.
To encourage such competition, McCain would give each
taxpayer a $2,500-per-person
or $5,000-per-family tax credit
to cover the costs of health
care. For 5 million families,
the credit would wipe out their
income tax liability. But the
credit would be after the fact.
The family would have to buy
the insurance first. McCain’s

How much do you want
to spend on heart disease?
$85
Walking shoes

$94,200
Heart bypass surgery
Unhealthy lifestyle choices are a big reason health care
costs are rising. These costs are reflected in higher insurance

premiums, copayments and deductibles for everyone. When it
comes to the cost of health care, your choices make a difference.

health plan--even with additional subsidies he includes for
low-income workers--would
still leave people at the mercy
of health insurers. He does not
have controls on costs or on
insurers’ ability to reject anyone for any reason, pre-existing
conditions, or no reason.
Unions, who have negotiated some of the best health benefits in the nation--and whose
workers much more frequently
get employer-paid health care-say the practical effect of
McCain’s plan would be a tax
increase on workers, and an
incentive to firms to dump
health coverage. That would
lead to skyrocketing numbers
of the uninsured, beyond the 47
million lacking coverage now.
THE WAR IN IRAQ: The
decorated Vietnam veteran and
prisoner of war, has made
much of his consistent stand
for Bush’s war in Iraq, even as
he criticized its execution.
McCain says that his consistent
pro-war position is evidence of
his independence. He also
strongly backs Bush’s “surge”
in troops in Iraq, now complete
and in the process of being
reversed. McCain claims the
surge helped bring new stability and security to Iraq. He
would keep U.S. troops there to
“win the war,” and residual
forces after that. Independent
analysts say several factors, not
just the surge, improved Iraq.
While McCain is out of step
with the country as a whole on
the war, he is not out of step
with Bush, the GOP in
Congress or the majority of his
own party. He leads in opinion
polls among those who want to
win the war--a group overwhelmingly
down-the-line
Republican, who have defeated

all Democratic tries to start an
orderly Iraq withdrawal.
McCain contends the surge
strategy can work in Afghanistan. But he makes clear that
for him, Iraq--and not
Afghanistan or Pakistan--is the
key front in Bush’s war on terror. That’s even though the evidence is that Osama bin Laden,
is still operating from the
Afghan-Pakistan border area.
McCain views his campaign, and the presidency, as
another opportunity to serve
his country, as he has for all but
a very few years of his adult
life, first in the U.S. Navy, then
as a Phoenix congressman, and
now as U.S. senator. He does
not inspire the masses on the
campaign trail, as Obama does.
But McCain’s 5-1/2 years in
the “Hanoi Hilton” as a mangled prisoner of war produces
fierce loyalty from veterans.
His selection of inexperienced
Radical Right Gov. Sarah Palin
(R-Alaska) appeals to the
GOP’s anti-worker base.
Whether McCain’s military
service and the GOP religionand-social-issue-fueled
machine will be enough to put
him in the White House will be
known only after Nov. 4.
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You’ll really like
our car wash!

E As someone who
N grew up in the West
D End, “AFL-CIO
O Endorsed” means a
lot to me. To have
R
the respect and
S support of Duluth’s
E working men and
D women tells me I’ve
been doing my job to make St. Louis
County a better place to live and work. I’ll
continue to work to keep your trust. Thank
You! I’ll appreciate your vote Nov. 4.
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St. Louis County Commissioner District 3
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Endorsements for Detlefsen, Sve...from page 8
“The IRRRB ) gave $5 million for infrastructure improvements last year and Two
Harbors didn’t even apply for
any,” Detlefsen said. “It’s not
just given away, you have to go
get it.”
Jim Brown, Business
Manager of IBEW Local 242,
told delegates, “Steve’s one of
our best members. He served as
our head election judge in our
last union elections.”

of the United Steelworkers
who lost his job when Reserve
Mining closed in Silver Bay,
has a long list of service to
boards and commissions on the
North Shore. He currently is
the chair of Silver Creek
Township. He said his involvement at the township level has
spurred him to want to get
involved at the county level.
“We need to get our government entities working together,” he told delegates. “There’s
too much time fighting, we
need to get together like the
Building Trades and work
together.”
Sve was endorsed by the
Building Trades Council prior
to receiving the Central Body
endorsement.
His service has shown him
what the needs of the region are
and he places infrastructure as
one of the top priorities.
“Our infrastructure needs
Rich Sve, a former member help and we’re looking at some

Rich Sve

ISD 709 levy endorsed...from page 8

Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE

sustain programs and activities. The tax increase will be
$8.08 a month on a $150,000 home; and
#3-Vote YES to the $1200 per student question. This will
keep quality programming and allow short term investments.
The tax increase will be $20.25 a month on a $150,000 home.
McCuskey said Duluth is 34th out of the 35 large districts
outside the Metro area in funding per student, yet it is 8th in per
capita for homes.
“All those other districts are contributing more per household
than we are in Duluth,” the Denfeld teacher said.
Too many people are looking at the levy as a chance to get
back at the school board and administration but what they will
be doing is destroying a struggling public education system
McCuskey said.
“If the levy doesn’t pass we could see 80 to 90 teachers lose
their jobs as well as support staff,” she said. “Everything is on
the table for elimination, including programming and sports. It’s
happened in Brainerd. We’ve already got 35 students in classes
at Homecroft and a failed levy will only make it worse. We must
support all three questions on the ballot!”
You can learn more at www. voteyesforkids.org.

exciting improvements to sections of roads, pipelines and
sewers to protect Lake
Superior, and bike trails,” Sve,
who serves on the North Shore
Management Board and
Highway
61
Corridor
Committee.
Sve said he would support a
project labor agreement in
Lake County after reviewing
that language. “It’s a smart
move. We’ll know people are
being paid a living wage and
can support their families. Too
often we see contractors without knowing how or what people are being paid.”
The management of the
unionized Sunrise Nursing
Home being turned over to
Ecumen rather than local management doesn’t sit well with
Sve. He said that move has
backfired and created a bunch
of unhappy employees.
“Can the county pick up and
run it again, I don’t know,” he
said in response to a question.
“Do we want to get back in the
nursing home business” is
another question that has to be
looked at he said. He said the
money is there to make things
work better than they have
after Ecumen took over.
He said as a lifelong Lake
County resident he wants to
give back what the county has
given him and his family.
“I have the energy and
experience for a tough job.
Now I’m only seeing the positive side but I know the negative will be there, but I’ll be
able to work with it.”
He has a website at www.
richsve.com.

FallTHEInto

SAVINGS!
[ work injury ]

UP TO A
Purchase
One Pair of
$258.95
Vision Pro Glasses VALUE!
and Get the
Second Pair

FREE!*

It happens in an instant. One minute you’re

Sale Includes:
Single Vision •
Bifocals • Trifocals
Rx Sunglasses •
Progressive No-Line
& Computer Glasses!

working—earning a wage. Next minute you’re
standing around wondering what to do next.
Statistics show that in Minnesota more than
150,000 workers are injured on the job each
year. And that’s only the ones we hear about. If
you’re injured on the job you need proven
statistics working for you. We have over 35
years of trial experience and a team approach
to personal injury cases. Fact is, OUR SUCCESS
IS NO ACCIDENT.
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1 3 0 W. S u p e r i o r S t .
Duluth, MN 55802

OPTICAL

c u z z o . c o m

DULUTH • SUPERIOR • MOOSE LAKE
GRAND RAPIDS • CLOQUET • AURORA

218-727-5384
800-535-1665

* With purchase of glasses. Up to a $258.95 value. Must be
of equal or lesser value: select from special collection of
frames and plastic lenses. Cannot be combined with any
other offer or prior purchase. See store for details.
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Central Body endorses Steve Detlefsen, Rich Sve in North Shore races
The Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body added two
more people to its list of
endorsed candidates for the
Nov. 4th General Election.
Screenings were held Oct. 9
for Two Harbors and Lake
County races. Eight candidates
showed up but only Steve
Detlefsen in City Council Ward
4, and Rich Sve, Lake County
Commissioner District 5,
received endorsements.
Prior to the Central Body
screenings the Duluth Building
& Construction Trades Council
and AFSCME Council 5 had
made endorsements in many of
the Two Harbors and Lake
County races that differed.
With a two-thirds vote necessary and apparently unachievable at the Central Body meeting, delegates opted to stay out
of the Two Harbors mayor’s
and council ward 3 races. No
candidates in Lake County
District 1 showed up. Brad
Jones has already received the

Lake County District 3
endorsement.
The Trades have endorsed
Bob Larkin for mayor and
Shannon Kittleson in Ward 3.
AFSCME endorsed Randy
Bolen for mayor and Dan Jones
in Ward 3.

in his first run for office in his
home town. He finished tied
with his opponent in the
AFSCME endorsement.
“You don’t see a lot of people in line to get on the city
council,” Detlefsen said at the
Central Body screening. “But
I’m a Two Harbors native and I
want to see our economy get
going better and it can start
with
construction
and

tourism.”
Detlefsen said as a 27-year
IBEW member everyone in the
room knows how he’ll vote on
labor issues. He said he supports a project labor agreement
for the city as well as a card
check/ neutrality ordinance.
“As a lifelong Two Harbors
resident, I know everyone who
works in the city and I’ll have
to look them in the eye on the

votes I’ll take,” Detlefsen said.
For the six candidates at the
screening that are running for
office in Two Harbors, the two
year battle to allow developer
Sam Cave build on Lighthouse
Point was the elephant in the
room. Detlefsen said he doesn’t
think the City of Two Harbors
has done enough to bring such
projects home.
See Endorsements...page 7

Injured on the job?
Steve Detlefsen
Steve Detlefsen, a 27-year
member of IBEW Local 242,
carries the Central Body and
Building Trades endorsements

Duluth school levy endorsed
Delegates to the Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body meeting Oct. 9th unanimously endorsed all three questions of the
Duluth Public Schools Operating Levy that will be on the ballot
Tuesday, Nov. 4 for voters in Independent School District 709.
This is actually a required renewal of the public school operating levy, something that generally happens every five years. Of
Minnesota’s 340 school districts, 306 will have a levy this year.
All have had a levy in the past three years with the average being
$760 per student. Duluth’s is $365 per student.
“Levies are for learning, bonding is for building,” said Beth
McCuskey, Central Body Vice President and a member of the
Duluth Federation of Teachers. She said there are a lot of
untruths about the levy circulating in the community because of
the vocal opponents of ISD 709’s Long Range Facilities Plan.
“The two issues are separate,” a frustrated McCuskey told her
fellow delegates. “Levies go directly for students and classes and
it is illegal to use levies for anything else.”
There will be three questions on the progressive ballot for the
levy and all three need to be answered individually with a “yes”
for each level of the levy to pass. Here are what each question
will do:
#1-Vote YES to renew the current levy at $365 per student.
This means no new taxes but there will still be a need for budget cuts; and
#2-Vote YES to the $700 per student question. This will help
See ISD 709 levy...page 7

Lunch Specials Mon-Fri!

We can help.
Receiving fair compensation for on-the-job injuries isn’t simple.
You may run into red tape and your employer’s Workers’
Compensation insurer may try to cut or reduce your benefits.
That’s where we come in. We’ve helped thousands of workers
successfully negotiate the complexities of the system and emerge
with benefits which reflect fair compensation for their hurt.
If you’ve suffered a work related injury, call us. We have the
experience to show you the way.

Yeah, we deliver too!

C’mon why do you treat yourself like that? Forgot
brown bagging it (ugh!) to work. We have hot beef &
hot turkey, plus three other specials every weekday
for your lunch, or choose off our complete menu.

2531
West
Superior St.

727-0020
Grill

Happy Hour M-F 3-6, $1 off drinks, 1/2 off apps
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