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Occupy movement hits Duluth
The Occupy Wall Street
phenomenon that has been
sweeping the country since it
began in New York City Sept.
17 has arrived in Duluth. Since
last week there has been action
in the streets nearly every day.
Meetings, marches and rallies
have covered the downtown
area from Leif Erickson Park to
VOL. 117 the Civic Center.
Labor played a strong part
NO. 8
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A labor-led call for jobs joined with the Occupy Duluth movement in a march and rally
Oct. 13. The “Occupy” movement is drawing people from all sectors that are tired of war,
domestic austerity, and a government that ignores 99% of Americans for the top 1%.

Senate Republicans kill Obama’s jobs bill
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
Union leaders were disappointed, but not surprised, that a
Senate Republican filibuster
killed Democratic President
Barack Obama’s American
Jobs Act. Several vowed to
remind voters of that in the runup to next November.
But the plan to paint the
GOP as obstructionists to job
creation ran into a little flak on
the Democratic side of the
aisle, as the vote was only 5049 for cutting off the GOP
talkathon against the jobs plan.
Democrats needed 60 votes to
end the filibuster.
Sens. Jon Tester, D-Mont.,
and Ben Nelson, D-Neb., from
largely Republican states,
voted
against
Obama.
Majority Leader Harry Reid,

D-Nev., switched his vote at
the last minute to give himself
a chance under Senate rules to
try to bring it up again.
That left Democrats seeking
pieces of the jobs bill that could
pass with bipartisan support.
Prominent in the discussions
was another extension of federal jobless benefits for the longterm unemployed. And it left
union leaders blaming the
GOP, anyway.
It also left GOP senators
ignoring the AFL-CIO’s
“America Wants To Work”
campaign, which continued
nationwide through Oct. 16.
AFL-CIO
President
Richard Trumka called the
GOP’s anti-jobs bill votes
“appalling.” He said, as did
some Democrats, that the
Republicans are willing to sacrifice the country and the economy in order to beat Obama
next November.
“The 99% who want jobs
now should take note of how
each and every senator voted
on the American Jobs Act. We
should ask each one who voted
no, ‘What is your plan? How
would you put our country
back to work and give hope to
our nation's families?’ Because
the truth is the Republicans
who unanimously blocked this

bill have no plan and seek to
profit politically from the
country's pain,” Trumka
declared.
Trumka noted Obama’s legislation included “bipartisan
priorities” that members of
both parties backed in the past,
such as extending jobless benefits and rebuilding the nation’s
crumbling roads, schools, airports and railroads. Approving
the measure would have alleviated “economic pain,” he said.
“Senate Republicans’ unanimous opposition to this jobs
bill reflects shamefully distorted priorities that place partisan
gain over economic security
for the 99% of us who lack it.
If cutting taxes and eroding
common-sense regulations to
protect people from greedy
corporations were a recipe for
good jobs, George Bush’s
economy would have been a
success,” Trumka sarcastically
said.
The Steelworkers said the
GOP
filibuster
showed
Republicans “again sided with
the wealthy and multi-national
corporations rather than with
the middle class majority,
which would benefit from the
jobs act.
“It is unconscionable that
See GOP kills...page 7

in the actions asking for
accountability from Wall St.
for destroying the economy
and asking that job creation be
on the front burner of
Congressional activity.
Another strong aspect of the
Duluth activity was the continued call to end the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan in order to
bring stability to America’s
domestic troubles.
But the most visible efforts
are from the free-wheeling
Occupy Duluth contingent that
has over a dozen tents pitched
in the Civic Center and taken
over the “People’s Power
Plaza” on Lake and Superior
Street.
Members of Occupy Duluth
made their case at Oct. 13’s
Duluth
AFL-CIO Central
Labor Body meeting. Delegates passed this resolution in
support of the effort:
WHEREAS the richest 1%
of Americans control approximately 40% of America’s
wealth;
WHEREAS the middle class
has been steadily decreasing
for the last four decades;
WHEREAS
Americans
throughout the country have
been occupying banking industries and government centers
since September 17, 2011 and
have begun to assemble in
Duluth, Minnesota;
THEREFORE let it be
resolved that the AFL-CIO
Duluth
Central
Labor
Assembly fully supports and
endorses Occupy Duluth.

Those opposed to the
“Occupy” movement call it
schizophrenic without demands or goals. Supporters say
that’s its beauty. It’s organic,
moving and there’s no question
why Wall St. was initially targeted since it was the reason
America’s economy has all but
tanked and taxpayers bailed
them out for doing it. The focus
of support in America is for the
richest 1% and the 99%ers
have had enough occupiers say.
Zach Sias, who was sworn
in as an AFSCME Local 66
delegate to the Central Body
earlier that night, said he went
to the Occupy Minnesota in the
Metro Oct. 5 to get a feel for
the growing movement.
“It had a lot of benefits to
See Duluth...page 7

DULUTH
City Council
At-Large
Linda Krug
Emily Larson
District 1
Jennifer Julsrud
District 3
Sharla Gardner
District 4
Jackie Halberg
Parks/Library Levy
Vote “Yes” (will be on
back side of ballot)

School Board
At-Large
Mike Miernicki
District 2
Judy Seliga-Punyko
District 3
Bill Westholm
Operating Levy
Vote “Yes” on all
three levels of levy

Please Vote
This ghoul emerged from a
Tea Party group of six and
crossed Lake Avenue to look
for dinner at Occupy
Duluth’s first rally Oct. 12.

in Tuesday,
November 8ʼs
General Election

Central Body officer nominations Nov. 10
At the Thursday, Nov. 10
monthly meeting of the Duluth
AFL-CIO Central Labor Body,
7:00 p.m. in the Labor Temple,
nominations will be taken for all
offices of the council. Offices

IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon
Tues., Oct. 25
1:00 p.m.

Fosters
(London Rd.)
Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

are: president, vice president,
treasurer, secretary, reading
clerk, three trustees, four executive board members, sergeant-atarms and assistant sergeant-atarms. All offices have two year
terms.
To qualify as a nominee you
must be a delegate to the Central
Body from an affiliated union.
Affiliates are asked to update
their list of delegates and alternates, if needed, prior to the
meeting by sending a new one to
the Central Body, Room 110,
2002 London Road, Duluth, MN
55812. The phone/fax number is
(218) 724-1413.

Not more than one delegate
from the same local union, nor
more than two delegates from
different locals of the same
national or international union,
are eligible to hold office at the
same time.
If you are unable to attend the
Nov. 10 meeting but desire to
serve the Central Body, you
should submit a letter to that
effect to the Central Body prior
to the meeting. The election of
officers will be held at the
Thursday, Dec. 8 regular monthly meeting with installation of
officers to take place at the conclusion of the election.

“Newsies” feature for LMN

This month's Labor Movie Night will feature "Newsies" on
Thursday, October 27th at 6:00 p.m. in Wellstone Hall of the
Duluth Labor Temple, 2002 London Road.
The 2-hour, 1992 Disney musical is another of those films
that didn’t sell well on its box office release but has attained an
almost cult following since.
"Newsies" is based on a true strike by newsboys in New York
City in 1899. Publishers like Joseph Pulitzer and William
Randolph Hearst raised their distribution price one-tenth of a
cent per paper, ten cents per hundred, and the ragamuffin newsboys, poor enough already, were outraged. Inspired by a trolley
workers’ strike Jack "Cowboy" Kelly (Christian Bale) organizes
a newsboys' strike. With David Jacobs (David Moscow) as the
brains of the new union, and Jack as the voice, the weak and
found the strength to band together and challenge the
Full Circle Massage oppressed
powerful publishers and their hardball tactics.
in the Labor Temple
The North East Area Labor Council and its affiliate unions
present Labor Movie Night free and open to the public.
www.fullcircleduluth.net Theatrical films and documentaries with themes of social and
economic justice are screened each month generally on the 4th
Thursday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Duluth Labor Temple.
Snacks and refreshments are provided with socializing and great
JJAstorRestaurant.com
discussion following.

Treat Yourself

Help Your Body
218-428-2858

Union Members
Receive

%
25Off
Any Menu Item
Any Drink
Any Time
Valid through 12/31/2011
Not valid with other offers

Ask about our
Union Room
Rates!

RadissonDuluth.com

505 W Superior Street
Duluth
218-727-8981
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An Anytime Fitness on the corner of 15th Ave. East and
Superior St. is being built with all non-union contractors
except for Benson Electric. Premier Companies and Arctic
Development are involved in the full scale project that
includes demolition, excavation, and a full remodel of the
old Stewart’s store. Picketing Oct. 7 were Chris Hill (Carpenters 361), Darik Carlson (IBEW 242), Steve Risacher
(Carpenters 361), and Norm Voorhees (Ironworkers 512).

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon

Tuesday, Nov. 1, 1:00 p.m.
7 Fires Steak House-Black Bear

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2011, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566
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Support Cloquet school levy
We love people taking it to
the streets. Well, most of them.
Win or lose they are making
people look at how America
treats its citizens, and may
affect elections some day.
The Save Our Postal Service rally Sept. 27 in front of
Rep. Cravaack’s office got out
those employees who haven’t
needed to shout in the streets
much. One of things they wanted his attention about was H.R.
2309, the Oversight Committee
Postal Reform Act of 2011. It
passed in a U.S. House of Reps
committee on Oct. 13. That bill
has a lot of bad things for
postal workers and the public
in it and we may see more
postal employees in the streets.
The push for Obama’s jobs
bill and Occupy Duluth have
had people rallying, marching,
and taking to the streets every
day in recent weeks. Gatherings have been small though. A
lot of people driving by are
sympathetic as the horn honking, yelling out of windows,
and thumbs up can attest, but it
seems the crowds should be
bigger. Labor support hasn’t

amounted to many people. Not
even for the jobs march/rally.
Like the postal rally, the
jobs actions have targeted
Cravaack, our teflon rep, who
could care less. Here’s part of
his statement on Obama’s jobs
bill that was just voted down
by him and his GOP: Less than
a year ago, President Obama
warned that – if Congress
failed to prevent tax hikes –
Americans would “see it in
smaller paychecks” and
“fewer jobs.” Unfortunately,
the President’s jobs bill is a big
missed opportunity to get
something done, and it’s only
divided Americans.
HUH?
Around these parts a lot of
folks take electoral politics
seriously. The effort to defeat
Next issues of Labor World: Cravaack started the day he
Nov. 2, 16, 30;
Dec. 21 won. That’s what Republicans
started doing the day after
LABOR WORLD
Obama won. See you next year.
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
We do have an election
semi-monthly except one issue in
before that, however, and its
December (23 issues).
The known office of publication is sacrilegious to many political
Labor World, 2002 London Road, wonks to ignore the pressing
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.
election day, even though its
Periodicals postage is paid at
local contests, for 2012. But
Duluth MN 55806.
my oh my they’re lining up
POSTMASTER:
against Cravaack, who is
Send address changes to:
Labor World, 2002 London Rd., telling his supporters that he’s
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 target #1 among Republicans
nationwide please send money!
6
7
There are four good candi(218) 728-4469
dates
already set to challenge
FAX: (218) 724-1413
him
with
Sen. Al Franken’s
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
staffer, Daniel Fanning, recentwww.laborworld.org
ly jumping in as had been
~ ESTABLISHED 1896 ~
Owned by Unions affiliated with the
expected. Fanning is an
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body impressive young man from
Subscriptions: $22 Annually
Duluth. You can say the same
Larry Sillanpa, Editor/Manager thing about Duluth City
Deborah Skoglund, Bookkeeper Councilor Jeff Anderson, an
Board of Directors
Ely native, who is stepping
Pres./Treas. Mikael Sundin,
down to run against Cravaack.
Painters & Allied Trades 106;
Former state senator Tarryl
V.P. Paul Iversen, BMWED
Clark is another great candi1710; Sec. Larry Anderson,
date, who got defeated by,
Laborers 1091; Al LaFrenier,
Workers’ United Midwest Bd; gasp, Rep. Michele Bachmann
last year. That campaign set
Mike Kuitu, Operating EngiClark up well amongst finanneers 49; Jayme McKenna,
cial donors for her run in the
AFSCME 66; Dan O’Neill,
8CD, however. She has over a
Plumbers & Steamfitters 11;
Steve Risacher, Carpenters
quarter million in her fund
361; Dan Leslie, IBEW 31.
already. She moved from St.

~NOTICE~

Cloud and CD6 to Duluth and
CD 8 to run.
You couldn’t go wrong with
any of those candidates, but
former CD6 Congressman
Rick Nolan of Emily is the guy
a large number of labor’s political activists are endorsing personally. They held a press conference in Wellstone Hall last
week. It was a very impressive
turnout for an impressive guy
with an incredible resume.
The 8CD DFL held a Fall
Fundraiser last Saturday in
Hibbing and held a straw poll
of its political activists on those
four candidates who have said
they will run against Cravaack.
Nolan got 55%, Fanning got
21%, Anderson and Clark each
got 3%. Some party leaders
didn’t want to get that involved
this early so the poll was based
on only 38 people. But still...
I apologize that I ever
brought any of this up since it’s
so early and we have local elections, and levys, to pass
Tuesday, Nov. 8. Well, I guess
if you’ve voted absentee we
can talk...did you hear Klobuchar passed on her party faithful as the Hibbing speaker Saturday, but was in Duluth
Monday for a photo op with the
King and Queen of Slovenia?
Or was it Norway?

On October 3, the Carlton County Central Labor Body, AFLCIO voted to endorse both levels of the operational levy requested by the Cloquet School District. While the vote was nearly
unanimously in favor, it did not come easily, as delegates wrestled with the concept of raising property taxes on themselves.
Working families are struggling to pay for and maintain their
property, and even the proposed slight increase will be a burden
for some. Property tax increases are a penalty on owners’ sweat
equity and hurt disproportionately those on fixed incomes, the
unemployed, and the working poor.
In the background of the body’s discussion was the ever
widening chasm of wealth disparity between the rich and the
poor. It is economic injustice to ask the poor and middle class to
fund more of the educational infrastructure that benefits all classes, but benefits wealthy individuals even more.
Those who benefit the most from an educated society, should
pay more percentage wise to maintain it. The wealthy, through
their minions in the national and state GOP refuse to pay their
share of upkeep for our society.
Despite all this resentment delegates to the Central Body
refuse to fall victim to it. We value and applaud the efforts of all
the workers of the Cloquet School District. We recognize that a
quality workforce deserves appropriate pay, that the ability to
reason comes through a quality education, that students learn in
many ways, and sacrificing for them today ensures a brighter
tomorrow. We urge a “Yes” vote from Cloquet voters for both
levels of the property tax levy and for everyone to vote for politicians that will fund education via taxes based on the ability to
pay.
In Solidarity,
Mike Kuitu, President
Carlton County Central Labor Body AFL-CIO

Demanding a better America

By AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka, Oct. 5, 2011
Occupy Wall Street has captured the imagination and passion
of millions of Americans who have lost hope that our nation’s
policymakers are speaking for them. We support the protesters in
their determination to hold Wall Street accountable and create
good jobs. We are proud that today on Wall Street, bus drivers,
painters, nurses and utility workers are joining students and
homeowners, the unemployed and the underemployed to call for
fundamental change. Across America, working people are turning out with their friends and neighbors in parks, congregations
and union halls to express their frustration – and anger -- about
our country’s staggering wealth gap, the lack of work for people
who want to work and the corrupting of our politics by business
and financial elites. The people who do the work to keep our
great country running are being robbed not only of income, but
of a voice. It is time for all of us—the 99 percent—to be heard.
As we did when we marched on Wall Street last year, working people call on corporations, big banks, and the financial
industry to do their part to create good jobs, stop foreclosures
This Day In History and pay their fair share of taxes.
• Wall Street and corporate America must invest in America:
from
www.workdayminnesota.org
Big corporations should invest some of the $2 trillion in cash
have on hand, and use it to create good jobs. And the banks
October 19, 1987 they
themselves should be making credit more accessible to small
Became known as “Black
businesses, instead of parking almost $1 trillion at the Federal
Monday” after the Dow
Reserve.
Jones industrial average
• Stop foreclosures: Banks should write down the 14 million
plummeted 508 points, four
mortgages that are underwater and stop the more than 10 million
times the size of any previpending foreclosures to stop the downward spiral of our housing
ous fall. The crash interrupt- markets and inject more than $70 billion into our economy.
ed what had been a record• Fund education and jobs by taxing financial speculation: A
setting bull run in the martiny tax on financial transactions could raise hundreds of billions
ket. Analysts attributed it to a in revenue that could fund education and create jobs rebuilding
variety of factors, including
our country. And it would discourage speculation and encourage
the computer system used
long term investment.
for trading. By the early
We will open our union halls and community centers as well
1990s the stock market had as our arms and our hearts to those with the courage to stand up
recovered from the freefall
and demand a better America.
and was setting records.
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AFSCME Council 5 convention in Duluth vows to fight for “We Are One”
DULUTH - “We Are One”
has to be more than a slogan –
it has to be a way of life for
working people, AFSCME
Council 5 President Mike
Buesing told 670 delegates to
their state convention in Duluth
early this month. He said that’s
true more than ever this year as
right-wing legislators are
attacking not just your services,
jobs, wages, benefits, and collective bargaining rights, they
are also attacking retirement
rights, voting rights, immi-

grants’ rights, and the rights of
gays and lesbians. It’s not a
coincidence, Buesing said, but
a deliberate attempt “to provide
distractions and divide us within our ranks and among our
allies. We must not allow this
to happen. If they divide us,
they win.”
The right-wing’s goal,
Buesing said, is to distract
workers from the real issues
they face, including “the excessive corporate power of Wall
Street, where a few prosper and

JOB POSTING–AFSCME MINNESOTA COUNCIL 5

POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVE (LOBBYIST)
AFSCME is the nation’s and Minnesota’s largest public
service union and a leader in the fight for social and
economic change. Join us and make a difference.
DUTIES: Lobby effectively AFSCME MN Council 5’s legislative
agenda at the Minnesota state legislature. Work with team of
member activists, other political representative(s), political
organizers, and other union field staff to mobilize our membership in support of our legislative agenda. Prepare member
lobbyists for in-district meetings with legislators, Capitol visits,
committee testimony, etc. Play an important role in our annual
Day-On-The-Hill –one of the largest at the Capitol. Have policy
knowledge necessary to draft and analyze legislation. Maintain
and build coalitions with organizations and individuals that are
helpful in moving forward our legislative agenda.
This position will take the lead on human services issues.
One of the largest sectors in AFSCME MN Council 5 is human
service workers. The position will also be assigned other issue
areas. Off-session the political representative will continue to
monitor activity in their issue areas, serve on legislative
commissions, etc. They will also assist with member
mobilization in other areas (eg. electoral campaigns.)

QUALIFICATIONS:
• 4 years experience in a legislative/lobbying position
• Good knowledge of human services issues
• Knowledge of legislative process
• A commitment to economic and social justice
• Ability to motivate and lead others to action
• Initiative
• Excellent one-on-one and written communications skills
• Ability to work long, hard, odd hours (nights, weekends)
• Valid driver’s license, functioning car, and ability to travel
• Good computer skills including word processing and
database management
• Ability to research issues, elected officials, legislative
districts, etc.

Salary and benefits determined by range set by collective
bargaining agreement.
Cover letter, resume and references to be submitted to:
Jim Niland, Political and
Legislative Action Director
AFSCME Minnesota Council 5
300 Hardman Avenue South
South St. Paul, MN 55075
Email resumes accepted at: Jim.Niland@afscmemn.org;
fax resumes to: 651-455-1311

DEADLINE FOR APPLYING: 4:00 PM FRIDAY, OCT. 28
AFSCME MINNESOTA COUNCIL 5

(651) 450-4990

American Federation of State, Council, and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO

AFSCME Council 5 is an Equal Opportunity Employer;
women and people of color are strongly encouraged to apply.
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rest of us work for less and less
– if we’re fortunate enough to
be working at all.”
After lengthy and impassioned debate, AFSCME delegates voted overwhelmingly to
“train and mobilize” union
members to “vote no” on any
ballot initiative in 2012 that
restricts rights or restricts revenue for public services. The
resolution states, in part, “All
Minnesotans have a right to
bargain collectively, earn a
decent income, retire with dignity, live in a safe community,
immigrate without discrimination, vote without barriers, and
marry whomever they choose.”
Council 5 and its locals will
work to defeat the proposed
amendment to constitutionally
ban same-sex marriage in
Minnesota, the union said. In
addition, members will work to
defeat other ballot initiatives
expected to advance from the
GOP-controlled legislature.
Other initiatives expected to
be on the 2012 ballot would:
• Destroy unions by adding
“right to work for less” loopholes to the state constitution
• Eliminate same-day voter
registration and disenfranchise
more than 144,000 citizens by
requiring all voters to present a
photo ID at the polls
• Add more gridlock in the
Legislature by requiring not a
simple majority, but a supermajority of at least 60 percent, in
order to increase taxes, fees or
other revenue.
• Cripple state budgets by
restricting future state spending
to the revenue raised in past
budgets.
Delegates passed the “vote
no” resolution twice after
opponents said they did not
have a chance to offer amendments before debate ended.
Two delegates spoke against
the resolution asking to strip
the voter ID and same-sex marriage provisions saying they
were “politically divisive” and
moral issues, not union issues
and should not be part of the
union’s political activities.
Nearly two dozen other delegates gave forceful, personal

and, at times, gripping testimony about why AFSCME should
stand for voter rights and samesex rights, not against them.
Delegates decisively voted
a second time to adopt the
“vote no” resolution in its
entirety.
Ron Madson, of Local 637,
was among those who called
the same-sex marriage issue
the next hurdle in AFSCME’s
long fight for justice.
“This is a civil rights issue,”
he said. “Martin Luther King
died helping AFSCME people
get their civil rights, their rights
to organize, their rights as
human beings.”
Workshops traced the legacy of AFSCME as a union that
fights for human rights, civil
rights and worker rights.
Delegates learned more about
the history and the threats to
the right to organize, the right

to bargain collectively, the right
to a fair share of what they produced, the right to retire with
dignity, and the right to a
future.
Videos traced the legacy of
AFSCME, including the landmark strike by sanitation workers in Memphis in 1968, the
fight in Minnesota in the 1980s
for equal pay for women, the
sacrifices of public service, and
AFSCME’s role at the center of
the uprising this winter in
Wisconsin.
“Either we hang together or
we hang separately, do you
agree?” Council 5 Executive
Director Seide asked delegates.
“Everyone in this room -everyone we represent -- is a
worker. We are all workers. We
are one.”
Most of this article is from
AFSCME Council 5’s website.

AFSCME Council 5’s state convention in Duluth Oct. 6-7
included a march through Canal Park to let workers in that
district know they can organize to bargain collectively for
democracy and full citizenship in the workplace said Local
66 VP Dennis Frazier (inset). Russ Scheidler on guitar and
Hyram Price on trombone made the march a great time for
those walking in the line that stretched for blocks.

Education MN

Member Discounts!
Wade Smith
(218) 724-4507

Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE
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It’s a learning levy for schools
Duluth Public Schools will join about half the school districts
in Minnesota in asking voters to approve operating levies to help
fund programs. Districts need to go to taxpayers and ask them to
increase their property taxes because state legislators and the
Dayton administration, in their own budget crunch, are delaying
state payments.
“We didn’t do our jobs in St. Paul,” Rep. Kerry Gauthier told
Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body delegates Oct. 13. “We
borrowed from our kids and took $700 million from schools,
including $30 million from Duluth schools.”
Funding education is one of the few things required by the
state constitution yet it isn’t happening as elected officials keep
deferring payments to cover state budget shortfalls. So school
districts like Duluth, Proctor, Cloquet, Virginia, and most other
area districts will ask property owners to raise their taxes to fund
programming. That’s a tough sell in northern Minnesota where
perhaps only 20% of households have students in public school.
“We shouldn’t have to ask people to do that, but it’s happening in, what, over 133 districts,” Beth McCuskey, a member of
the Duluth Federation of Teachers told her fellow delegates.
“Even if we pass the levy at Level 3 we will be below the funding level from 1997.”
The Duluth Nov. 8 ballot will actually have three school district ballot questions that voters will be asked to vote on.
Supporters of the levy, including the Central Body, say it is critical that voters fill in the oval box alongside the “YES” answer
for all three levels.
“If only Level 1 passes we’ll actually be going backwards,”
said McCuskey. “If Level 2 passes we can maintain our current
situation. If Level 3 passes we can lower class sizes and get programs back that have been cut.” She said that stairstep approach
to asking voters to fulfill the district’s needs is scary.
“Voters have to vote yes and approve Level 1 to get to Level
2, which must be voted yes on and approved to get to Level 3,
which needs to voted yes on and approved,” she added.
McCuskey teaches physical education at two schools and has
classes between 33 and 43 students. She says that many students
in a swimming pool is a scary teaching and monitoring task.
“I know one teacher who has a class of 55 students,” she said.
McCuskey said the average dollar amount of the levies across
the state is $900. “Ours is $400, and even at Level 3 its $800. Of
the 35 largest cities we’re number 21 in how we contribute to
public schools.”
McCuskey said students have been involved in phone calling
on behalf of the levy because they know how important it is to
the quality of education.
“They’ve been rock stars, they’re awesome, it means so much
more when it’s students actually making the call,” she said.
Phone calling is taking place in the Labor Temple, 2002
London Road (enter via 20th Avenue East entrance) on
Wednesdays from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
“We support parks, schools, and libraries because they make
our communities better,” she said. “When they’re strong they’re
good for business and jobs.”

I’ve been fortunate to have been able
to do something I loved – making a
living teaching kids in my hometown
for 36 years. The Duluth Public School
system has been very good to me and I
want to help it get even better for our
students. These are exciting times for
our kids and I look forward to serving
on our School Board to help prepare
them for a great, promising future.

VOTE
MERN

VOTE MIKE MIERNICKI
Duluth School Board At-Large
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE
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Central Body supports parks/library levy
Following presentations by
Mayor Don Ness, two members of his parks committee,
and members of AFSCME
Local 66, delegates to the Oct.
13 meeting unanimously endorsed the parks fund levy that
will be on the Nov. 8 ballot.
City finances are hurting
because of lower tax revenue
and less aid from the state. In
trimming the city budget from
$80.9 million to $74 million,
parks and libraries have taken a
larger hit than all other aspects
of city services said Ness.
“This $2.6 million referendum will be for operations and
capital improvements,” Ness
told delegates. “It would
restore (parks) funding to 2003
levels, which were $2.5 million. Now they’re $800,000.”
If the referendum passes the
dedicated money will be used
for parks operations, youth
recreational services, seasonal
park employees, and pay as
you go capital expenditures
and park improvements.
Duluth is attracting more
and more visitors as an outdoor
recreation destination. Visitors
are amazed at what they find
here and many say it’s why
they decided to live here. The
trails and bikeways being
planned through town will be
expedited by the levy. So will
things like signage, maintenance and even bathrooms. If
the levy fails services and
maintenance will suffer and
more facilities will close.
In spite of having only
85,000 residents, Duluth has a
$750 million tourism industry.
The City of Duluth established a task force that came up
with a Parks and Recreation
Master Plan in December that
will move the city even more
into the national picture as a
recreational tourism destination. That plan and many other
aspects of city parks can be
found at www.duluthmn.gov/
parks.
While the referendum is
called a parks levy, it will have
a huge impact on Duluth’s public libraries as well.
“Because this would create
a separate fund for the parks, it
frees up the general fund of the
$800,000, which can go to the
libraries to keep the doors open
and branches open,” said Ness.
If the levy doesn’t pass the
Mt. Royal and West Duluth
branch libraries will close next
year because they are not
included in the budget. If the
levy passes Ness has pledged
that the city will redirect 2012

park funds to keep Mt. Royal
and West Duluth open five
days a week and expand main
library hours. Both branches
are now open 2.5 days a week.
If the levy passes and those
pledges are kept, Duluth
libraries will operate at full
capacity for the first time since
2006. That’s good news to Beth
Mullan a half time Mt. Royal
librarian.
“Rather than the branches
closing, we’ve got a chance to
get more jobs,” Mullan said.
Ness said the levy, which
will affect property taxes, “is
not an extravagant ask,” it’s
what the city needs to supply
basic parks, recreation, and
library services.
City parks are falling apart,
fields are not maintained, and
grass isn’t even mowed as
needed because of the lack of
current funding.
The levy will need a simple
majority of voters to be passed,
but it won’t be easy to find. By
law it is required to appear on
the ballot by itself and so it will
be on the backside of the ballot
where voters will chose their
candidates for city and school
board races. It will definitely
be missed by many voters.

BILL THOMPSON

Divorce • Child Custody
Child Support • Parenting Time

625.1847

With the mayor’s race the
top item on the ticket, and Ness
running unopposed, voter
turnout is expected to be very
low on Tuesday, Nov. 8.
“This will be a turnout election,” Ness said. “Who is motivated to vote. The contests
won’t drive voter turnout.”
The same is true for the
Duluth Public Schools operating, or learning, levy, that will
be on the ballot, which the
Central Body has also
endorsed.
“Labor has always believed
in quality services for citizens,”
said Central Body President
Dan O’Neill. “Parks, libraries
and schools are a huge part of
the quality of life in any community, and here they’re huge.
We believe in paying taxes to
support them. We have no
choice. The State of Minnesota
has abdicated its responsibility
in helping local government.”
The parks/library levy
would increase property taxes
for the owner of an average
priced $158,000 home by
about $5 or less a month.
AFSCME Local 66, whose
members work for the city in
parks, libraries and other areas,
has endorsed the parks levy.

ANDY PIERCE

Felonies • DUI/DWI
Misdemeanors • OFPs/HROs

625.1846
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Congress passes free trade agreements with Colombia, Korea, Panama
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
Turning aside workers’ contentions about lost jobs and
labor
rights
violations,
BoweryBrosPub.com
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Congress
overwhelmingly
approved legislation implementing so-called “free trade”
agreements with Colombia,
Korea and Panama, on Oct. 12.
The closest votes – if you
can call them close – were on
the legislation approving the
Colombian pact. That pact
drew the most-strenuous union
opposition, as Colombia leads
the world in assassinations of
unionists and union leaders.
Almost 2,600 have been
murdered, almost all by Right
Wing paramilitary squads –
some of whom were paid by
multi-national corporations -in the last 15 years. Few of the
perpetrators have been caught
or convicted. That includes 22
and counting in 2011.
Despite that awful record,
the law implementing the U.S.Colombia FTA, which like the
other pacts does not have labor
protections written into its text,
sailed through the Democraticrun Senate 66-33 and the GOPrun House 262-167. Democrats provided almost all the
opposition. Vote margins on
Korea and Panama were wider.
Rep. Chip Cravaack (MN8) said these three FTAs “will
help America’s farmers, businesses and manufacturers
increase our exports and create
jobs, represents a good step in
the right direction. These FTAs
will create jobs at home in
Minnesota without costing taxpayers a dime and will level the

playing field for American
exports and boost demand for
our products.”
Democratic
President
Obama pushed all three laws
through Congress.
The votes upset and disgusted Steelworkers, Communications Workers, Teamsters and
the AFL-CIO, all of which,
with all the rest of labor,
opposed the Colombian and
Panama pacts. Auto Workers
and United Food and Commercial Workers dissented on the
Korea pact, backing it after
Obama won further concessions on Korean vehicle imports and U.S. meat exports.
Steelworkers President Leo
Gerard predicted the Korean
pact alone would cost thousands of U.S. jobs, especially
in auto supplies.
The
Economic Policy Institute calculates that “free trade” agreement would kill 159,000 U.S.
factory jobs.
“Historically, these agreements have closed American
manufacturing facilities and
cost American jobs,” Gerard
said. “It is foolish to think this
latest round will do something
different. Success should be
measured by the jobs that are
created, not the number of
agreements that are enacted.
There are more USW-member
jobs in the auto supply chain
than jobs in the entire auto
assembly sector and the Korea
FTA’s weak domestic content
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plan before they sign employment contracts.
“Union organizing in
Colombia remains dangerous
and deadly. Violence and murder are routinely used to intimidate workers from organizing
and bargaining,” Cohen pointed out.
AFL-CIO Pres. Richard
Trumka also said workers
would remember who voted
for the trade pacts when the
U.S. election rolls around next
year. He was silent, however,
on whether workers would take
out their ire on Obama, too.
“These flawed trade deals
are the wrong medicine at the
wrong time. Working people
know what too many politicians apparently do not: These
deals will be bad for jobs,
workers' rights and our economy,” he said. The three trade
pacts, Trumka added, “put corporations over people and profits over prosperity.
“Damage to our economy
from bad trade agreements is
one of the few issues on which
Americans across the political
spectrum agree...Members of
Congress will be held accountable for their votes on these
trade deals.”

For a listing of locations visit www.thriftywhite.com

1110 Old World Third Street Suite 405
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53203

Michael P. Cascino, Esq.

provisions will cause that U.S.
job sector great harm.”
Communications Workers
President Larry Cohen focused
on the reward Congress gave
Colombia for its murders of
unionists and its rampant violations of workers’ rights – with
the latest case being a virtual
ban on workers joining unions
at the Latin American nation’s
“flag” airline, Avianca.
“The Colombian system
will remain abusive to workers
as the majority in Colombia are
classified as ‘cooperativos’ and
contractors,” he said. “This
means 15 million of the country’s 18 million workers are not
eligible for workplace protections and collective bargaining,
nor can they receive government-backed health care and
retirement benefits.
“CWA has shown, through
testimonials from Colombian
workers, that Telefonica, the
multi-national communications
firm, and Avianca have taken
no steps to address workers'
rights. Avianca has gone so far
as to require new employees to
sign a voluntary benefits plan
prohibiting union membership
and to verbally instruct new
employees to sign on to the

218-879-6768 • 1-800-967-3421
Allen D. Vaughan, Esq.
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GOP kills Obama jobs bill in Senate...from page 1
during this time of economic distress, Republicans would
deny millions of Americans job
opportunities in order to
advance the GOP quest to unemploy one man, President
Obama,” said Steelworkers
President Leo Gerard. “The
middle class majority, not the
wealthy few, needs help from
Congress,” he added.
The GOP centered its objections to Obama’s bill on the
president’s proposal to pay for
it through a 5.6% surtax on
millionaires. USW pointed out
the $447 billion legislation
“would give tax breaks to the
middle class and small businesses and create an estimated
1.9 million jobs, reducing
unemployment by as much as
1%...Seventy-five percent of

Americans support the surtax
on millionaires at a time when
the average big corporate CEO
hauls in $9.6 million a year but
the average family of four
scrapes by on $50,000,” USW
noted. It cited a recent poll
showing three-fourths of independents and majorities of
Republicans and Tea Partiers
supported the surtax.
But voters “see Republicans
in Congress defending loopholes for Wall Street and the
wealthiest Americans while the
GOP refuses to even allow a
vote on legislation to create
jobs and fails to offer any realistic solution,” Gerard said.
Teachers President Randi
Weingarten, whose members
would have seen 280,000 of
their jobs saved had Congress

Sunrise not built all union
An ad has run in the past four Labor Worlds that stated
Sunrise Memorial Cemetery Funeral Home & Cremation facilities in Hermantown were “All UNION Built.”
Prior to creating the ad we asked Building Trades agents if
that were true and they said work has been good there for them.
But retired Ironworker Local 512 member Frank Sramek, a longtime recording secretary when the local was #563, said he
remembers pickets up there when the mausoleum was built.
Tom Porter of Sunrise said that work was done by Gibraltar
Mausoleum of Indiana, which at the time had promised to use
union labor. “The foreman for Gibraltar said he’d call the hall
and he lied to me,” said Porter. “I realize I had been suckered by
him after thinking the workers doing the work were local guys.”
Porter said Gibraltar owned the mausoleum, then sold it to
Houston-based SEI, which later sold it to Sunrise.

approved the bill -– through its
aid to state and local governments –- also hit GOP obstruction. Repairing 35,000 schools
alone would have employed
thousands of building trades
workers, she noted.
“...it is an outrage that a
group of senators voted against
a bill to put teachers, cops, firefighters and construction workers back to work,” Weingarten
said. While a Senate majority
voted to cut off the filibuster,
“Those who voted ‘no’ will
have to explain why they voted
against a bill asking millionaires and billionaires to pay
their fair share in order to create 1.9 million jobs at a time
when there is a 9.1% unemployment rate.” Obama offered
“real
solutions
to
get
Americans back to work...”
AFSCME President Gerald
McEntee promised that pols
who defeated the jobs bill
would be defeated at the ballot
box. “Job creation is the key to
the future of your career,” he
warned the solons. “Continue
the partisan games and come
November 2012, you’ll be on
the
unemployment
line.
Hundreds of thousands of frustrated Americans are occupying cities and taking to podiums and they’re all saying
‘enough’! ”
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Duluth gets Occupied..from page 1
support and everyone was invited to participate and work on
common problems rather than work through a government controlled by corporations,” Sias said.
Allan Richardson, said “the movement changed the narrative
seized by the Tea Party in 2010. “A larger Occupy Duluth will
create better benefits for all of us and help the labor movement.”
He has suggested Cravaackistan as the Civic Center name.
Tyler Nord, a UMD student volunteering in the effort and
with MoveOn.org, said Occupy Duluth will always be working
on the details of their campaign and seeking help.
“We need financial backing, camping gear, food, medical
supplies, and logistic support,” he told Central Body delegates.
More tents are needed as are pads and sleeping bags.
A lengthy, confusing discussion followed because Occupy
Duluth has no structure, or bank account, and Central Body outlays demand accountability. In an almost humorous compromise, the Central Body passed a motion to pay for portable toilets for the effort. One is now at the Civic Center where up to two
dozen occupiers are camping out. They are well supplied with
food but have many other needs. Stop by and see how to help.
When Occupy Duluth let it be known that they planned on
taking over the plaza on Lake Avenue and Superior St., which
the city and Minnesota Power share ownership of, Minnesota
Power put up No Trespassing signs and barricades and said they
would not condone occupiers. They backed off and the signs
came down. Duluth Police have been very accommodating said
OD supporters, but they won’t allow the plaza to be occupied
from midnight to 6:00 a.m. so the Civic Center site was created.
Lunch is served at 11:00 a.m. at the Civic Center, dinner at
5:00 at the plaza. The food working group has invited anyone
that is hungry to come and share their food. They are planning to
create a weekly menu.
Dishwashing had been a problem but the Exchange Bakery
and a supportive citizen are helping in necessary hygiene.
Powder and latex free gloves are a need of the food group as
are cleaning supplies.
Working groups, general assemblies, and hand language are
the structure the occupy movement is using worldwide.
A medical tent without a treatment area is one of the tents at
the Civic Center. Their working group put out a call for medical
supplies, a standing lamp, and herbal tinctures on Monday night.
Medic training will be held next week.
Donations of supplies for the effort can be brought to the
Olive Branch house, 1614 Jefferson Street, but no food items are
to be dropped off there.
You can keep posted by visiting Occupy Duluth or Occupy
Twinports on Facebook, which already has a fake Occupy
Duluth site, and other social media. Live streaming is being done
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Recall of Wisconsin Gov. Walker to start with labor support, high hopes
By Dominique Paul Noth
Editor, Milwaukee Labor Press

(PAI)--No waiting. No compromise. The longer that GOP
Gov. Scott Walker’s half-baked
philosophy is in control, the
more Wisconsin bleeds. So say
the recall committees. They
talked, weighed and decided
Oct. 10 to start collecting signatures Nov. 15 to recall him,
which gives them a 60-day
window to achieve that goal.
The recall was immediately
supported by major progressive
organizations, including labor
To succeed, it needs 540,208
verified signatures.
The object: To retire the
governor who jammed through
legislation stripping more than
200,000 state and local workers
of collective bargaining rights - and whose anti-worker agenda, which also cuts local
schools and other services, is
the leading edge of the national
Right Wing war on workers
and the middle class.
Recall sponsors say their
decision reflects realities:
• There is no name to worry
about other than Walker, whose
own party knows he overreached. His law to deny public workers meaningful bargaining rights can’t even be
justified on the money side as a
budget-cutting measure. It
went from a temporary moneysaver to lingering disaster
when even conservatives scrutinized education, safety and
community survival in the second fiscal year of his reign.
Walker’s law was a decision
many Republicans are now
ashamed to have embraced,
since it basically decided private sector workers shouldn’t
aspire to good health care and
retirement benefits, either.
Why else take those away from
government employees? More
than 55% of state adults in
respected polls now disagree
with Walker, and many once
voted only GOP.

That’s why recall organizers
don’t want voters distracted
when they consider who
snatched food money from the
pocketbooks of school teachers
and state, city and county
workers while also decimating
all sorts of civil servants the
public is only beginning to
learn about -– office workers,
nurses, planners, engineers. It
was Walker, first, last and
always.
• The governor is still a crippler and must be stopped.
Some argue Walker can do little more damage if left in
office, now that recall elections
this past summer, with strong
labor support and participation,
reduced his GOP majority in
the state senate from 19-14 to
17-16, and now that several
senators clearly won’t vote for
further extreme excesses.
Recall planners note Walker
still does a lot of damage,
attacking prevailing wages,
local control and minority hiring. Even as the recall began,
Walker backed bills to limit big
pharma’s legal immunity for
damages from defective drugs,
to restrict civil suit awards for
consumers – but not corporations -- and to make it more difficult to bring discrimination
suits. He rewards rich backers
while limiting health care
access for the working poor. If
ever there was evidence to
move fast, Walker provides it,
say recall folks.
• Walker’s policies are
shredding the state economy.
It’s not just the thousands of
jobs lost in early decisions, not
the continued emptiness of the
pledge to bring in 250,000 jobs
even as the state loses thousands. It’s the viewpoint that
protecting the richest will
eventually create jobs, when it
clearly hasn’t. It’s refusing to
raise revenue except by excluding low-income families from
care. It’s a flood of policies
that are or will cost Wisconsin

jobs and reputation. Try to find
a teacher willing to work in this
state. CEOs who rave about
Walker’s policies are largely
shedding jobs, not adding
them.
“Walker’s going backwards,” noted Sen. Chris Larson. “This goes far beyond
public workers,” a distressed
Rep. Sandy Pasch said. “He
couldn’t do worse if he set out
to destroy the middle class.”
• Some observers suggested
the window of outrage has
closed, that Walker’s year of

required grace from recall gave
him time to fill his coffers and
gather his outside networks of
money. They even suggest the
needed signatures are no longer
there despite the public opinion
polls and the way anti-Walker
animus creeps into every public campaign about jobs, Wall
Street and corporate greed.
Recall organizers want
700,000 signatures on their
petition as a cushion, because
they also know they can’t control the schedule, challenges
and other games the GOP loves

to employ. Given delaying tactics, and the time state officials
need to count and validate signatures, early recall action
won’t result in a race for governor in the April 2012 election,
when the GOP hosts a contested presidential primary.
Should there be enough signatures, the likely Walker recall
election would be in May or
June, and there could well be
primaries before that. Several
Democrats may compete and
even Walker may face a real or
manufactured challenger.
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Walker lied about his pension
When Wisconsin’s Republican Gov. Scott Walker was busting the state’s public employee unions, he said it was for the
good of the state. He’d help too, he said, by paying for his own
pension. His Lt. Gov., Rebecca Kleefisch, said she would do it
too as a good example for the crushed state and local employees.
But an Associated Press investigation found they didn’t pay
anything into their pensions from the time they took office in
January until August. Information on pension payments given to
the AP had been edited Scott Bauer said in an Oct. 25 article.
Walker staffer Cullen Werwie said Walker and Kleefisch only
were following the same time frame as the employees, whose
changes in benefits didn’t kick in until August as the law
required. But Walker had made his promise in January and never
did pay in dime one to his pension. He snaked around similar
statements as a Milwaukee County’s executive said Bauer.0
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