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Shouldn’t be many fence sitting voters
after Franken, McFadden debates
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Congressman Rick Nolan accepts thousands of letters and
petitions with hundreds of thousands of signatures from
American Postal Workers Union Local 142 member Kurt
Waite at a rally Monday to save Duluth’s Area Mail
Processing Center from being closed next year by the US
Postal Service. Nolan has tried to get the Postmaster
General to come to Duluth to visit what Nolan said is a state
of the art facility. That story is on page 5. Nolan was in a
debate the next morning for his Congressional seat.

Duluth hosted the second
debate between Democratic
U.S. Senator Al Franken and
his Republican opponent Mike
McFadden Oct. 1. Sponsored
by the Chamber of Commerce
and the Duluth News-Tribune,
attendance was poor in the 250
seat Depot Playhouse.
Before the debate was over
the audience was getting a kick
out of investment banker
McFadden rather than former
comic Franken. McFadden
harped at least six times on
Franken voting with President
Obama 97% of the time, and
being the most partisan member of the U.S. Senate until
laughter was heard in the quiet
Playhouse. Franken finally
asked McFadden, “What was
that number? 97 percent?
Okay, I’m going to right that
down.” Franken drew a laugh.
Franken said the source for
those comments about him also
says Senator Ted Cruz of Texas
was one of the most non-partisan senators.
“He led the shutdown of the
government,” said Franken.
“Then Al Franken is the Ted
Cruz of Democrats,” McFadden answered.
Franken cited many bills he
had worked on with Republican colleagues that were
passed. They included credit

Nolan champions middle class in debate
The debate for Minnesota’s
8th Congressional District seat
in the U.S. House of Representatives Tuesday morning
gave a lot of credibility to
ranked choice voting.
Rep. Rick Nolan is in a
tough contest with Republican
Stewart Mills III. The third
candidate on that ballot will be
Ray “Skip” Sandman of the
Green Party.
Nolan is endorsed by the
Democratic Party and the AFLCIO as he seeks re-election to
the seat he won two years ago
from Chip Cravaack. Many of
Nolan’s supporters are worried

that Sandman will take many
votes from Nolan in a race too
close to call in the sprawling
8th. The debate showed they
have reason to be concerned.
There is no way a voter
could be waffling in trying to
decide whether to vote for
Nolan or Mills III after the
debate. But Sandman may have
made a case to some undecided
voters why he should be the
one to protect the interests of
those concerned about the
environment and future generations.
This debate was much better attended in the Depot’s
Playhouse than the U.S. Senate
debate between Senator Al
Franken and his GOP challenger Mike McFadden. Many
in attendance were Green Party
supporters. The same questions
were asked in this House
debate as were asked in the
Senate debate.
The Polymet project on the
Iron Range played a big role in
the debate.
Mills III said he is all for
Polymet but Nolan has flip
flopped on the project. He told
everyone to Google Nolan’s

rating, farm, veterans, pharmaceutical safety, and propane
bills.
“You can slice and dice the
numbers to say what you want,
but I worked for the people of
Minnesota every day I was
there, and I’m proud of it,”
Franken said.
They sparred on just about
every issue in the debate as
would befit two people on
opposite ends of the political
spectrum.
McFadden accused Franken
of being against Polymet and
the Keystone pipeline.
Franken said he has the
same position on Polymet as
the state legislatures from the
Iron Range in wanting the project done right. A vast majority
of people want those good paying jobs to happen, but a majority also want to make sure the
Lake Superior watershed isn’t
harmed by it Franken said.
“Polymet officials say its
been a good process, that the
regulations are tough but fair
and have made the project
safer,” Franken stated.
“Al Franken is connected at
the hip with radical environmentalists,” McFadden
charged. “Seven regulatory
agencies are tied to this decision!”
Franken said that’s because
the federal government and
state agencies need to involved
including the Forest Service
because of a land swap.
Franken
said
maybe
McFadden should try talking to
the state’s Iron Range delegation because they get elected
by the voters there.
“I’ll win on the Iron Range
because I’m for mining,”

McFadden said. He blamed
Obama and Franken for the rail
car shortage because they’re
against the Keystone pipeline.
Franken informed him that
Keystone is for Canadian tar
sands oil, whereas the rail care
shortage is because of North
Dakota’s Bakken crude oil. He
said he’s not against pipelines
and would require them to have
American steel that supports
Minnesota jobs on the Iron
Range. McFadden had stated in
the past he’d use Chinese steel
if it was cheaper.
“Maybe he sees profits
before people,” Franken said.
The Affordable Care Act,
Obamacare, came up often in
the debate.
McFadden said it is a disaster and never would have
passed but for Franken’s vote,
the 60th in the Senate. He said
he has his own plan that would
lower costs and increase access
Franken admitted there
have been problems with the
ACA getting started but it has
decreased the number of uninsured Minnesotans by 40%.
“Now 95 percent of Minnesotans have health insurance,
second highest in the nation,”
Franken said. He said the law
forbids excluding people with
pre-existing conditions, gets rid
of lifetime limits on coverage,
allows children to stay on parent’s coverage to age 26, and
gives seniors better preventive
care.
“Medicare’s
solvency
increased by 11 years” because
of ACA said Franken.
Calling Obamacare a train
wreck, McFadden said he
wants to see health care done
See Franken...page 5

record. He said the EPA and
other government regulatory
agencies are too powerful.
Nolan said he has always
supported Polymet and mining
as he grew up on the Cuyuna
Range. He believes in the regulatory process that is being
used to make the project as safe
as possible for now and future
generations. He said Minnesota
companies make the best
pumps and filters in the world
to keep the water safe from sulfide mining.
Sandman said we don’t
have the science to make sure
that spills, which will happen,
can be cleaned up.
Nolan repeatedly championed the middle class as the
way to improve America.
“The choice could not be
more clear,” Nolan said in
opening remarks. “The indisputable fact is that the rich are
getting richer, the poor poorer,
and the middle class is being
crushed and the American
Dream along with it.” He said
people only seek a good job,
security for their family and Casey Krolczyk was thumbs up for Sen. Franken prior to
the Duluth debate. USW SOAR president Dave Trach and
See Nolan...page 7
others came from the Iron Range to offer support too.

Students working at “Feeding Local Kids”
By Anne Krafthefer
Duluth Federation of Teachers
Nationally, one in five of
our
children
experience
hunger. Hunger impacts every
aspect of a child’s life: learning, adequate sleep, relationships with peers and community members. In a nation with a
surplus of food, we have the
means to provide healthy food
for every one of these hungry
children. Sometimes it is an
issue of supporting established

programs that provide food to
those in need.
One-third of the people
served by CHUM’s Food Shelf
are children. While the children who are enrolled in our
schools have access to the
breakfast and lunch throughout
the school year, and through
much of the summer, they have
a need to be fed on weekends
too. In order to address hunger
levels on weekends, Second
Harvest developed a system to
provide identified children

with food - the Backpack
Program.
To help address this issue at
the local level, the Duluth
Federation of Teachers and
Duluth Public Schools have
partnered with CHUM and
Second Harvest Food Bank to
garner community donations to
help feed local kids.
In order to establish a pool
of student volunteers in
Duluth’s public schools a gathering was held at Denfeld
August 27. Members of the
Duluth Federation of Teachers
were introduced to the program
“Feeding Local Kids.” For
some classrooms, this event
may be tied to writing and
social studies standards, as well
as service learning.
Teachers from all thirteen
ISD #709 schools have
requested nearly 1500 donation
boxes for the Halloween event
to support Feeding Local Kids.

Re-Elect 4

4
These Lester Park Elementary students are learning that
feeding hungry kids is more important than Halloween
candy from their teacher, Anne Krafthefer (in back), and
the Feeding Local Kids initiative that is seeking donations.

David

Battaglia

Cloquet
Special Pension Meeting School Board
SHEET METAL WORKERS

On Thursday, Oct. 16 at 6:00 p.m. in Duluth’s
Downtown Holiday Inn’s Great Lakes Ballroom
(lower level) we will have a representative from our
International Union in attendance to discuss how
changes in our National Pension Plan and SASMI
will affect Sheet Metal Workers Local 10 members.

Endorsed by, and
paid for by, the
Carlton County
Central Labor Body

Please make every effort to attend this meeting.
~Doug Christy, Business Representative

INJURED AT WORK?
We8QLRQ0HPEHU5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ
Represent Union Members
Lost Wages? Unpaid Bills?
Can I Get Fired?
Steve Fields
Attorney

Helping injured union members with
+HOSLQJLQMXUHGXQLRQPHPEHUVZLWK
WKHLUZRUNHUV¶FRPSHQVDWLRQFODLP
their workers’ compensation claims.
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Tues., Oct. 28
1:00 p.m.

Dreamland

Free
Advice – No Obligation
)UHH$GYLFH1R2EOLJDWLRQ

Co. E, South Range

Toll Free 1-888-212-6820

Members & Their
Guests Welcome!

218-824-0093
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IBEW 31 & 242
Retirees’
Luncheon

And don’t forget these
upcoming events that
help address local
hunger issues:
SHARE Community
Food Drive Sat. Oct. 25;
Project Joy Sun. Nov. 9
Students interested in volunteering for Feeding Local Kids
will gather donations while
trick-or-treating, or through
other safe kid-friendly methods. Donations are to be delivered to classrooms the following Monday, November 3rd.
Duluth Teachers Credit
Union is willing to count the
change, and issue checks to
CHUM and Second Harvest's
Backpack Program. One hundred percent of the donations
collected will be delivered to
these two programs.
Donations will be picked up
from school sites the week of
November 3-7, with a final
count available within the next
two weeks of the event.
Any donations for Feeding
Local Kids in the form of
checks must be made out to
either CHUM Food Shelf or
Second Harvest.
The donation boxes will
help children to articulate the
reason for donating and important facts they may share about
childhood hunger.
Stewart-Taylor Printing is
helping with the production
costs of the donation boxes.
However there is still a need
for funds to cover cost of the
boxes.
Please contact Anne Krafthefer at annekrafthefer@
gmail.com for information
about where to send a donation.
You can also contact
Community Services Liaison
Lynette Swanberg at 726-4775.
If there is an excess of funds
for this year’s donation boxes,
the money will be held in
reserve for Feeding Local Kids
Halloween event in 2015.

Ironworker Retirees
Monthly Breakfast
Thursday, Oct. 16
9:00 a.m.
Bridgeman’s (Mall)
Mt. Shadow Drive
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I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2014, 5:00 P.M.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall B
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566
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Guild organizes TakeAction
We all can’t be happy when
election day, Nov. 4, has come
and gone, over half the candidates will be losers and someone will have wanted them to
win, but we can all be happy
that the election’s over. Again.
The candidates and contests
are bugging me more and more
every year. The influx of more
money into campaigns has a lot
to do with that and I’m not a
big TV guy. Thanks for nothing
SCOTUS (Supreme Court of
the United States) and your terrible Citizens United ruling.
I feel especially bad for people whose job is to try to find
volunteers to help with political action plans. That ain’t
working out so well on either
side of the MN/WI High
Bridge. Phonebanking has
been going on for a long while
already. I hear volunteers in the
Labor Temple hallway and you
really have to feel for them.
They’re calling union households and it’s amazing how
often, and how quickly, they
get hung up on by those they
call. A lot of the volunteer faces

are new to me. After being here
25 years a lot of those old war
horses that did that dirty work
forever are gone. I feel for the
new faces, knowing they
believe they are doing important work. They are, frustratingly. It is very important who
wins Nov. 4. I hope your efforts
at phone banking, doorknocking, and lit dropping pay off.
Most of us don’t want to be
called at home or have our
doors knocked by a campaign
volunteer. I think I’m with the
majority of voters on this. I’ve
done it, can’t do it anymore.
Caller ID has got to have killed
phone banking.
I never miss voting. It’s
Labor World 2014 issues: important. There are a lot of
Oct. 29; Nov. 12, 25; great things we can point at in
Minnesota because voters carDec. 17
ried the DFL ticket to wins
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government we’ve received.
If Rick Nolan wins he’ll be
returning to a GOP-controlled
U.S. House so maybe that
doesn’t seem as important but
I’m totally repulsed by the
thought of SM III representing
me. Plus I like Rick a lot.
We need U.S. House seats
to be 4-year terms, half of them
up every two years by states.
Give us a break from the
drudgery of elections and let
our reps govern, not always be
in campaign mode.

This Day In History
www.workdayminnesota.org
O ct. 6, 1986
A group of
1,700 female
flight attendants won an
18-year lawsuit against
United Airlines, which
had fired
Edith Lauterbach
them for
getting married. Together, they
were paid $37 million in damages. The lawsuit was resolved
when a U.S. district court
approved the reinstatement
of 475 attendants and the
back pay settlement.
Edith Lauterbach and other
United flight attendants
formed a union to fight such
discriminatory policies. They
succeeded in changing policies such as forced retirement at age 32, sexual harassment and unofficial "girdle
checks." Flight attendants'
unions also have fought to
increase airline safety and
promote improvements for
both passengers and workers.
O ct. 6, 1995 - 32,000 Boeing
machinists hit the picket lines
in three states to call for a
pay raise and job guarantees.
The walkout lasted 69 days,
with the machinists winning
most of their demands.

ST. PAUL, MN: A majority of employees at TakeAction
Minnesota overwhelmingly decided last week to organize as a
new unit of the Minnesota Newspaper & Communications
Guild, TNG-CWA Local 37002.
TakeAction, a progressive group dedicated to racial and economic equality, joins current Guild members in Minnesota at the
Minneapolis Star Tribune, the St. Paul Pioneer Press, Clean
Water Action, interpreters at Hennepin County Medical Center,
the Labor World, and others.
“We are delighted to welcome TakeAction employees to our
union,” said Janet Moore, president of the Minnesota Guild. “As
smart and dedicated folks, they’re an incredible fit with our
organization.”
More than two dozen TakeAction employees signed cards
under a neutrality agreement with their employer to join the
Guild, a sector of the Communications Workers of America
(CWA). The Minnesota Guild formed in 1933 and is the secondoldest TNG Local in the country with about 630 members. All
told, 32 members will join the Guild.
“For more than 80 years, Guild journalists have been speaking truth to power, and that tradition will continue with the addition of our Local’s newest members,” Moore said.
“TakeAction has long stood with the labor movement and
now we stand as a part of it,” said Terin Mayer, a TakeAction
employee who worked diligently on the organizing campaign.
“This shows that as a progressive organization, we walk the
walk.”
Dan McGrath, executive director of TakeAction Minnesota,
said, “We congratulate our staff on choosing the Newspaper
Guild as their exclusive representative for collective bargaining.
As a people’s organization committed to making Minnesota
more equitable and democratic, we fervently believe in the right
of all workers to organize and bargain collectively. Our staff is
no exception. We appreciate the respectful and professional
manner in which our staff conducted their organizing work, and
we look forward to bargaining a first contract in the same spirit.”
Retired labor leader Bill Moore served as the neutral thirdparty arbitrator in the card check.
For more information about the Minnesota Newspaper &
Communications Guild, go to mnguild.org

Seniors less conservative?

According to The New York Times, older voters this year are
not favoring Republicans by the overwhelming 21 points that
they did in the 2010 midterm elections. Democratic pollster
Geoff Garin suggests that even a small shift by older voters will
have an outsized impact on election outcomes.
Democratic candidates are reaching out to seniors by focusing on Social Security. A recent TV ad in Iowa is an example.
The ad says the Koch brothers “spent millions trying to privatize
Social Security.” It added, “Now they’re spending millions more
trying to elect Joni Ernst.” It features video of Ms. Ernst, the
Republican competing for Iowa’s open Senate seat, speaking of
privatizing Social Security.
A Kaiser Health Tracking Poll in late August and early
September found registered voters 65 and older evenly divided
over whether Democrats should keep a Senate majority, though
likely voters preferred Republicans by five points. In a Wall
Street Journal/NBC News poll, older registered voters favored
Republicans to control Congress by five points. Read more at
http://tinyurl.com/onfmonn.
“Once again, our work and educating and mobilizing our
members and seniors on our issues and where candidates stand
is even more critical from now until November 4,” said Richard
Fiesta, Executive Director of the Alliance for Retired Americans.
FAIR USE NOTICE~~The Labor World may contain copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We make such material available in our efforts to advance understanding of labor, economic, political, human rights, democracy, social justice, and environmental issues. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any
such copyrighted material as provided for in Section 107, US Copyright Law.
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material in this paper
and on the website is distributed without profit to those who have expressed
an interest in receiving the included information for educational purposes.
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AFSCME Co. 5 gets historic organizing win at Stepping Stones for Living
AFSCME Council 5 won an
historic organizing victory
Sept. 3 when workers at Stepping Stones for Living (SSL)
voted 94 to 22 to be represented by AFSCME for the purpose
of collective bargaining. It is
the first union organizing win
at a private, for profit group
home system in Minnesota.
Just as impressive was the fact
that most of the workers are
young and had no previous
experience with a union.
“This was a huge win,” said
Adrienne Kern, a Council 5
Organizer. “We got called in
April 1st and found there was a
solid worker for us in almost
every house.”
Stepping Stones primary
location is next door to the
Carpenters Local 361 Training

ends to check in on clients that
are having problems.
“The Crisis Team was very
supportive of organizing and
they got to meet with everyone
at all the homes,” Kern said.
“The owner was blindsided
when we filed for a vote.”
Cody Jakowski, 22, is the
Crisis Team leader after working at SSL for only three years.
He was instrumental in the
organizing win said Kern.
“We got the trust of the
workers at the houses and they
came on board,” said Jakowski.
“When (management) found
out about the organizing they
told me I’d get fired. I told
them even if I did I’d keep on
organizing the other workers.”
Despite the important work
SSL employees do they make
about the same money as if
they were “flipping burgers”
Jakowski said and turnover is
extremely high.
“We had about 40% turnover from April to September,”
Jakowski said. “That’s really
hard on residents and staff.”
Kern said 66 workers left in
those five months.
Jakowski said he believes in
democracy and standing up for
what he believes in and the
next step grew from those
beliefs.
“We started talking that
maybe
we need a union,”
Cody Jakowski (left) and John Pietz are among workers at
Jakowski
said. “It was the first
Stepping Stones for Living who led the organizing drive to
try for a union in our lives but
join AFSCME. (Michael Kuchta, AFSCME Council 5 photo)
we thought maybe it’ll create a
good staff with reasons for
staying that residents can rely
on.”
$$ 0'-* %($'0* 0'- /&, $'$ (!*%0 +*."+
Workers didn’t feel support,3+ ,,*#( ", $'$
ed by owners and managers
and a union might provide better structure they felt.
In discussions on what the
actual
bargaining unit was the
       
employer said the 15 Crisis
Team members in six job clas   
Center at 5720 Miller Trunk
Highway in Hermantown. That
10,000 square foot facility is a
licensed, structured adult day
services facility.
SSL also has 16 group
homes employing 173 workers
from Esko to Duluth’s Hawk
Ridge. They provide residential
and support services for adults
with traumatic brain injury or
mental illness.
Kern said workers kept the
organizing very quiet. Usually
in an organizing drive someone
tips off management or owners
that a union has been called in.
No one saying a word says a lot
about working conditions for
Stepping Stones employees.
A big reason for the win was
that SSL has a Crisis Team that
travels to houses on the week-

sifications were supervisors.
An NLRB hearing decided
they were bargaining unit.
“That was a huge victory for
us,” Kern said. “We had subpoenaed nearly everyone for
that hearing.”
When it came time to count
the mail-in ballots, SSL sent
attorney Donald Erickson with
the signatures of all bargaining
unit employees to check for
fraudulent ballots. They must
not have thought they’d lose by
better than a 4 to 1 margin.
“We all know how much
money the owners make,”
Jakowski said. “We figure
they’re
multi-millionaires
already but my co-workers are
trying to figure out how they’ll
feed their kids. We’re extremely happy with the win even
though pressure from management is overbearing. I walk in
proud with my AFSCME shirt
on. We’re not stopping now.”
The owners and top managers are generally from the
same family and in-laws. The
president is Stephanie Ericksen, and her brother, Curtis
Davis, Jr., is VP of Operations.
Their parents are the owners.
Zach Sias, Field Organizer
for the North East Area Labor
Council, once worked at
Stepping Stones and was very

involved in AFSCME’s organizing effort.
“It is a remarkable accomplishment for the workers at
Stepping Stones for Living to
have voted overwhelmingly to
join AFSCME Council 5,” Sias
said. “These workers care
deeply about their clients and
take the services they provide
seriously. Unfortunately, the
private group home industry
consists of too many greedy
owners who are more concerned about profits than they
are about the safety and wellbeing of their clients and staff.
Having union representation
will give these workers the
foot-hold they deserve to
demand fair treatment —
something that has not been
accessible to them before.”
No negotiations on a first
contract have been set.
“We’re taking a break now
but have dispersed surveys to
see what everyone wants in a
contract,” said Jakowski. “We
know we want to eliminate
turnover.” He said they’d like
to show workers at other group
homes a reason to organize too.
The Stepping Stones workers are among the 1,065 members organized into AFSCME
Council 5 so far in 2014.

Re-Elect Dan for Cloquet’s Children
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Al Franken was
accused of being
the most partisan
member of the
Senate by Mike
McFadden, but he
gave a tea partier
plenty of time
after the debate,
to the chagrin of
Senator Tony
Lourey, who
sought a word.

Franken nails debate...from page 1
by states.
“MNsure is a state system,” Franken told him. If Obamacare
is repealed there would be 538 different plans in Congresss and
we’d be back to 50% of the bankruptcies in the U.S being caused
by a family health care crisis, he said.
The Great Recession was another divisive topic with
McFadden saying this has been the slowest recovery in U.S. history and its Obama and Franken’s fault. Franken said it was
called Great Recession for a reason – it was the worst in history.
“We’ve had 54 straight months of private sector employment,
but its not going to the middle class,” Franken said. “Our economy is rigged for corporations to go off-shore. 70% of our economy is consumption. When people have money to spend it spurs
our economy...We need to raise the minimum wage.”
McFadden did not mention the minimum wage or pay equity
for women which Franken also brought up.
Franken said CEOs made 20 to 1 versus workers in the 1960s
and now its 300 to 1 and that’s where the money goes, not to
workers’ wages.
The need to improve America’s infrastructure and transportation came up.
One way to pay for it said Franken is by ending the billions
in subsidies to the big, rich oil and gas companies.
“That increases taxes,” Franken said. “Another way would be
to stop spending trillions of dollars on our nuclear weapons arsenal that we’ll never use.”
McFadden said we need to change the tax codes but only said
the gas tax is unsustainable because better gas mileage means it
brings in less money.
Education, student loan debt, and foreign policy also got time
in the debate of a little more than an hour.
In closing Franken said he wants kids today to feel like he did
growing up in St. Louis Park. “I felt like the luckiest kid in the
world because I was.” He wants kids to be able to get an education, a job, a home, have health care, a pension, and Social
Security. “We have great research institutions we can do this,”
Franken said.
“We can do better,” McFadden said rolling into an energetic
closing. “I want to go forth and set the world on fire...I won’t be
invisible, I won’t keep my head down, I will be independent.”

Strong support for Duluth USPS plant
There was a strong turnout
in the Civic Center Monday
from US Postal Service
employees, politicians, and
postal customers who don’t
want to see Duluth’s Area Mail
Processing Center closed.
USPS Postmaster General
Tom Donahoe says that it will
happen next year, costing 70
American Postal Worker Union
jobs. Even worse it will make
all mail that has been sorted in
Duluth travel to Eagan, MN for
sorting and then come back for
delivery.
No less than 18 speakers
took the microphone at the
rally including Governor Mark
Dayton, Congressman Rick
Nolan, Mayor Don Ness, as
well as representatives for U.S.
Senators Al Franken and Amy
Klobuchar.
Every speaker attacked
Donahoe’s plans to dismantle
the postal service, which is the
most respected agency of the
government every year by
Americans, is guaranteed by
the U.S. Constitution, and
which doesn’t take any tax dollars to run. It is the number one
employer of veterans after the
military said NALC Zenith
Branch 114 President Scott
Dulas, who mced the event.
Dulas said the prefunding of
USPS employee health and
pension benefits, mandated by
a 2006 reform law signed by
President G.W. Bush, is why
USPS is hurting. And the plans
to combat the problems, rather
than change the law, will only
make the “service” worse, he
said. Dayton called it “non-sensical.” Nolan said the Duluth
facility is “state of the art” as
he accepted letters and petitions signed by over 160,000
people to keep the plant open.
“The postal service plays a
critical role in communication,

education, and democracy,”
Nolan said to cheers.
Ness said we are here to
support workers and rural
America from the devasting
cuts that are set up to reduce
service. He said we are fortunate to have Congressional representatives “who get it.”
“Mayor Ness has it right,”
said Dulas, “they want to
charge us a first class cost for a
second class service.”

The delay in area mail and
trucking it 300 extra miles will
be detrimental to business, seniors, the environment as well
said speakers.
AFL-CIO endorsed candidate for Secretary of State
Steve Simon said Minnesota’s
new no excuse absentee voting,
which he calls “Vote By Mail”,
that is new this year will also
See USPS rally...page 7

The race for MN Secretary of State is the only open seat
without an incumbent running. The contest gets little
attention but is very important as voting and voting rights
are being attacked nationwide. Remember Mary Kiffmeyer, your GOP SOS for 8 years? She did just that. When
Mark Ritchie got elected he was attacked for doing his job
of making voting accessible. The AFL-CIO and DFL
endorsed candidate this year is Steve Simon, seen here at
the NALC rally in Duluth Monday. You can see him in an
Almanac debate Friday, Oct. 17 at 7:00 p.m. on Channel 8.
Hey, his grandpa’s from Eveleth said the guy on the right!
PLEASE MENTION THIS LABOR WORLD AD

DIVORCE • PATERNITY
CUSTODY/PARENTING TIME
GRANDPARENTING RIGHTS
STEP PARENT ADOPTIONS
FELONIES • DUI/DWI
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Wisconsin Voter ID: Here’s what you need
By Mike Hall
AFL-CIO Blog
This election year Wisconsin voters have to deal with
several new voting restrictions
passed by the Republican-controlled legislature and signed
by Gov. Scott Walker (R).
The major change voters
face is the requirement they
must present a photo ID at their
polling place on Election Day,
early voting locations or when
they request an absentee ballot.
That law was passed in 2011,
but this is the first election it
will be in effect after the 7th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
upheld the law Sept. 11.
It is estimated that about
300,000 registered Wisconsin
voters—mostly African American, Hispanic, students and
young voters (18–24) and those
older than 65—do not currently have the types of IDs the law
requires.
Here are the types of IDs
Wisconsin voters need:
• Wisconsin driver’s license
or Department of Transportation–issued ID card (must be
current or expired after Nov. 6,
2012’s general election;
Suspended or revoked licenses
are valid if they are in your
possession);
• Military or uniformed service ID card (NOT including a
Veterans Identification Card
issued by Veterans Affairs);
• U.S. Passport (must be
current or expired after Nov. 6,

2012’s general election);
• Certificate of naturalization issued on Nov. 4, 2012, or
later;
• Tribal ID card issued by a
federally recognized tribe in
Wisconsin;
• College student ID card
issued by a Wisconsin accredited university or college that
includes a photo, signature,
issuance date and an expiration
date no later than two years
after the issuance date. Student
ID must be presented with
proof of current enrollment
such as a tuition fee receipt or
letter verifying enrollment;
• Unexpired receipt given
after applying for Wisconsin
driver’s license or ID card; and
• Ticket/citation from the
past 60 days if you had to surrender your driver’s license.
If you do not have a valid
photo ID, you can obtain a free
ID for voting purposes at
dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/
drivers/apply/idcard.htm
There is a petition process
to waive fees that may arise in
obtaining documents needed to
apply for the free ID at www.
dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/
drivers/apply/petitionprocess.htm
Other changes in Wisconsin
voting laws included a reduction in early voting by reducing
week night hours and eliminating weekend early voting.
Proof of residency for voter
registration also has changed.

A photo ID is not required to
register, but it is one of the
acceptable forms of proof.
http://gab.wi.gov/node/2549
has the full list.
Also in-person voter registration at all locations except
municipal clerks’ offices closes
Oct. 15. You may still register
at you municipal clerk’s office
through Oct. 31. Registration at
the polls is available on
Election Day.
But if you are a Wisconsin
resident who has not registered
to vote yet, there is an easy
one-click method to get started.
The AFL-CIO has teamed up
with TurboVote to make voting
easy for you and for your
friends and family. Not only
can you register or update your
registration, but TurboVote will
help you with absentee ballots,
vote-by-mail information and
finding your polling place.
http://www.aflcio.org/Blog/
Political-ActionLegislation/Wisconsin-VoterID-Here-s-What-You-Need
You also can keep updated on
how Wisconsin working families are mobilizing for the election on the Wisconsin State
AFL-CIO blog.
Wisconsin is not alone in
new restrictive voting laws.
The Fair Elections Legal
Network says that over the past
two years, more than 30 states
have introduced legislation or
enacted laws that would curb
voters’ access to voting.

Superior seeks GOTV help

The Superior Federation of Labor is seeking volunteers to
help labor candidates for the Nov. 4 General Election.
“We need people for several jobs that are important to win
for candidates that are supporting labor, education, and health,”
said Judy Hack, who is coordinating Labor’s effort. “We need
phone bankers, walkers, drivers, and office workers daily.” She
can be reached at judithahack@yahoo.com, or 218-391-6116.
Headquarters for the action plan is Superior’s International
Longshoreman’s Hall, 424 Tower Avenue. Here are some dates:
Saturdays, Oct.11, 18 & 25; 10 pm–2 pm; 10 pm–5 pm
Mon–Fri~ Oct. 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24, 28, 29, & 30;
3:30 pm–6 pm and 11 am–8 pm
Sat. Nov. 1 – Tues. Nov. 4, 10 am-8 pm, Get Out The Vote
Getting Mary Burke elected governor is labor’s most important race in Wisconsin. Graham Garfield is coordinating for We
Are Wisconsin: 715-919-1064, graham@wearewisconsin.org.

Thanks to the good voters of western
and central Duluth I have been able
to serve the citizens of Minnesota in
the state House of Representatives
for an incredible two years.
We accomplished a lot and I ask
that you send me back to St. Paul to
continue to make this a better state to
live, work, play, and get educated in.

Re-Elect Representative

Erik SIMONSON

MN House of Representatives • District 7B

Labor & DFL Endorsed!

Please Vote Tuesday, November 4 or
you can now vote absentee without needing a reason!

www.erikfor7b.com
Paid for by Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body COPE
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Nolan makes his case...from page 1

their retirement, a good education, and the right to belong to
a union. “They only ask for some money left at the end of the
week after they pay their bills,” Nolan said. “Stewart Mills is
clear he wants more tax cuts for millionaires but no increase in
the minimum wage.”
In discussions on the Affordable Care Act and other government services, Nolan said Mills doesn’t think any of them work.
Nolan said he wants to get health care to every American and
that can happen best with a single payer system that reduces
administrative costs from 27 to 4% and takes profits out. “This
problem isn’t fixed yet,” he said of Obamacare. He said many
government programs have worked well and so will the delivery
of health care, which was so bad that government had to step in.
“Look at Social Security and Medicare, and I remember
when clean drinking water had to be hauled to Duluth, when
rivers started on fire, and acid rain was falling,” Nolan said. He
said he won’t apologize for the government programs that
improved our lives.
Sandman said the problem with Obamacare is that it isn’t
affordable for those on welfare and the working poor. He would
take the best parts out of the program and start over.
Oil pipelines were a hot topic. Nolan said he supports the
Sandpiper and Keystone pipelines as the best way to lower the
carbon footprint of transporting oil. They can be safest if made
with American steel and we must build the right to protect our
water and wetlands that they will traverse. He said Minnesota
has 40,000 miles of oil pipeline now.
Nolan said it should be pretty clear who can go to Washington
and get things done. He said independent groups have rated him
in the top 10%, “which isn’t easy in a tea party House.” He spoke
of his work to get $89 billion out of rebuilding Afghanistan
because we need it here, his work on the farm, water resources,
and bills to streamline aircraft manufacturing, prohibiting presidents from raiding the harbor trust fund, protecting lakes and
rivers from invasive species, and $300 million in infrastructure
grants. “Who to vote should be easy,” Nolan said.

New report: Middle class is being squeezed
The middle class is facing
an
enormous
economic
squeeze, with the collective
cost of child care, higher education, health care, housing,
and retirement skyrocketing—
even as incomes have stagnated or even fallen, a new report
from the Center for American
Progress shows. “The MiddleClass Squeeze” shows as an
example that for a median
income married couple with
two children, the collective
cost of these basic pillars of
middle class security rose by
an estimated $10,600 between
2000 and 2012.
CAP’s report found that as a
result of this middle-class
squeeze, a middle-class family
had $5,500 less for basic necessities like groceries, clothing,
and emergency savings by
2012, compared to 2000.
In the same time frame,
incomes fell for median households and remained stagnant
even for median married couples with two children, households that tend to have higher
incomes. CAP’s research
reveals that for a median
income middle-class family,
acquiring middle-class security
cost 30 percent more between
2000 and 2012, but they earned
less than one percent more.
“While
wages
for
Americans have stagnated, the

cost of joining the middle class
has skyrocketed, far outpacing
overall consumer inflation.
More and more, middle-class
families have been running in
place or even falling behind
when it comes to affording
quality child care, buying a
home, or sending their children
to college,” said Neera Tanden,
President of the Center for
American Progress. “This
report should be a wakeup call
for
policymakers,
for
America’s companies, and for
anyone who cares about the
state of the economy. It’s
impossible for America to
increase demand and thereby
build a robust economy until it
addresses the dwindling budgets of middle-class families.”

The costs of the pillars of
middle-class security are consuming a growing share of
family budgets, leaving less
and less room for discretionary
spending and saving. Stagnating incomes and increasing
costs have left families with
less money to set aside for
retirement, spelling even worse
news for our country’s burgeoning retirement crisis.
CAP offers recommendations for growing and strengthening the middle class on both
sides of the squeeze: improving
incomes and tackling costs for
key pillars of middle class
security such as child care,
higher education, health care,
housing, and retirement.

USPS rally strong...from page 5
be hurt by mailing delays.
“Absentee ballots have to be delivered by election day,”
Simon said.
Nicole Rhine, Assistant Secretary-Treasurer for the National
Assn. of Letter Carriers in Washington DC, said the 2006 reform
law has already siphoned off $48 billion from the postal service.
She said the plan is based on hatred of public employees, especially those with strong unions. “Your support is vital to preserve
good jobs and a strong economy,” she said.
Some speakers wondered why Donahoe isn’t fired for his terrible plan to save the postal service. Dulas said there is a Board
of Governors for USPS that is supposed to be comprised of nine
members, but currently it has only four.
Nolan has been pressing Donahoe to come to Duluth to see
what a great facility exits here. The rally ended with a chant of
“Donahoe face the truth, get on a plane to Duluth!”

Labor supporters stumped for Congressman Nolan prior to
the debate at the Depot Tuesday.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

Buy1– Get 1
FREE*

If you’re injured at work and
worried about your job, call
us for a free consultation.
We can help with wage
loss beneﬁts, getting your
medical bills paid and a
whole lot more. Our success
is no accident.

*Second pair from our Select Collection.
Collect
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ith any other
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Duluth Trades receive state volunteer award
By Lynette Swanberg
Community Services
The Duluth Building &
Construction Trades Council
received the Bea Kersten
Community Service Award at
the Minnesota AFL-CIO Convention last month in St. Paul.
The project award was for their
volunteer work on Duluth’s
Bentleyville Tour of Lights.
Nathan Bentley started
showing holiday lights at the
family’s Esko, MN home in
2001. He moved it to Bayfront
Festival Park in 2009. In 2010,
Bentley called Ironworkers
Local 512 Business Agent
Darrell Godbout about an idea

he had for a “Christmas tree.”
“The tree was a multi-disciplinary project of architects,
our Trades unions, and union
contractors,” said Godbout.
The tree is 17 tons of steel
fabricated in three, 40 foot sections in Proctor that was
shipped to the Ironworkers
union hall in Hermantown.
At Bayfront 24 yards of
concrete were poured as permanent footings for the tree.
The initial erection of the
tree at Bayfront in 2010 kept 20
Ironworkers, including 12
apprentices, and two crane
operators from Operating
Engineers Local 49 working

AFL-CIO / NEALC
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U.S. HOUSE

Koochiching
Brian Jespersen
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two, 13-hour days to put
together the 120 foot tree.
In 2011, Ironworkers constructed an 8 foot diameter ball
added for the top. With over
100,000 LED lights defining
the tree it is a piece of artwork.
Rarely is there a view of
Bentleyville in the media
where the Christmas tree is not
featured.
“Without the contribution of
supplies, equipment, and
skilled labor we wouldn’t have
the tallest Christmas tree in the
U.S.,” says Godbout.
IBEW Local 242 members
have volunteered their skill by
building the electrical panels
and power distribution cords.
They continue their support
through donations for billboard
advertising, stocking hats for
kids, and financial donations.
After a theft at Bentleyville,
IBEW 242 members rebuilt

Accepting the MN AFL-CIO Bea Kersten award were
Mike Syversrud, Craig Olson, Darrell Godbout, Lynette
Swanberg, Jeff Daveau, Darik Carlson, and Dan O’Neill.
(Steve Share, Minneapolis Labor Review Editor photo)

power distribution cords.
The free Bentleyville has
grown from 150,000 visitors in
2009 to 206,000 in 2012.
Visitors come a long way to
view the beautiful holiday display, adding to the local economy. The venue also serves a
drop off site for food and toys
for the Salvation Army’s distribution to northeast Minnesota

and northwest Wisconsin.
We thank the Duluth
Building Trades unions and
their members for their on
going work and support of
Bentleyville. Congratulations,
and now the rest of the state
knows too because of the
Minnesota AFL-CIO’s Bea
Kersten Award.

“A woman called after her daughter

had been badly injured in a motor vehicle
accident. She had been handling all the
medical bills and contacting the
insurance companies herself. The job
had become too overwhelming.
I could tell that she didn't want to call
me. But, after the two of us sat down together, I was able to collect
the money from the insurance companies
and pay off all the medical providers.
Should you call a lawyer? Remember our
job is to help - so that you have the time to take
care of your family and live your own life.”

.8 PLEASE VOTE

Tuesday, November 4 Election Day
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