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Crunch time: Labor mobilizes to get out the vote
In the final leg of the campaign, it’s time to switch the
emphasis from door-knocking
and canvassing to get out the
vote efforts, and organized
labor is leading the way.
Throughout these past
weeks, phone-banking and
door-knocking volunteers have
been meeting at the Labor
Temple to get packets and
strategies to support laborendorsed candidates; over the
next six days, union members
and allies will be focusing on
turnout.
Races for several seats have
tightened in recent weeks,
although that’s not unusual as
the election approaches. In any
case, getting out the vote will
be key for victories for laborendorsed candidates across the
ticket.
In Northeastern Minnesota,
the race for the 8th
Congressional seat being
vacated by DFL Rep. Rick
Nolan is getting the most attention. You’ve probably seen at
least one ad funded by out-ofstate money attacking DFLand labor-endorsed candidate
Joe Radinovich, which just
goes to show how badly some
forces want to shut him down.
Radinovich has racked up

United States Senate
Amy Klobuchar
Tina Smith
Attorney General
Keith Ellison
Secretary of State
Steve Simon
State Auditor
Julie Blaha
U.S. Congress District 8
Joe Radinovich
State House District 3A
Rob Ecklund
State House District 3B
Mary Murphy
State House District 5B
Pat Medure
State House District 6A
Julie Sandstede

State House District 6B
Joe Radinovich, DFL candidate for U.S. Congress District 8, spoke to a packed house at Dave Lislegard
the Labor Temple earlier this week as Election Day approaches. Radinovich was joined by State House District 7A
(from left) State House Representative 3B Mary Murphy, State House Rep 7B Liz Olson, Jen Schultz

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar, U.S. Senator Tina Smith, DFL gubernatorial candidate Tim
Walz (in back), State Senator Erik Simonson, Duluth Mayor Emily Larson, Duluth City
Councilors Noah Hobbs, Arik Forsman, Zack Filipovich and Gary Anderson, and Duluth
Federation of Teachers President Bernie Burnham.
endorsements from labor been dogged by allegations of Calls for Stauber to release the
unions and progressive organi- improperly using his county emails to show transparency
zations in his race against email account to communicate and respect for public accounts
Republican Pete Stauber.
with the National Republican
See GOTV...page 4
Meanwhile, Stauber has Congressional
Committee.

State House District 7B
Liz Olson
St. Louis County Board
Frank Jewell
Duluth School Levy
Vote YES on all three

Trump’s influence, policies loom over midterm elections across the nation
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
Upset women and Democrats,
angry at the outcome of the
2016 presidential election and
subsequent GOP actions trash-

ing everyone but the 1 percent,
are mobilizing in a blue wave.
Fearful but also triumphant
white men, some filled with
hate, most crowing over the
ascension of controversial
right-wing federal judge —
and assaulter of Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford — Brett
Kavanaugh to the Supreme
Court, are surging in a red
counter-wave.
African-Americans,
Latinos, progressive Jews,
workers, women, the old and
the young, all targets of the ruling Republicans, and especially for minorities of the GOP’s
crusade to curb voting rights.
Or, with discovery of 11 pipe
bombs against Democrats in
late October, worse.

The white working class,
cheering presidential efforts to
“Make America Great Again”
by trashing U.S. allies, imposing tariffs on Canada and cultivating dictators and killers
such as Vladimir Putin of
Russia and Mohammed Bin
Sultan of Saudi Arabia.
And, looming over and
driving it all, Donald Trump.
Welcome to the 2018 midterm election, probably the
most-consequential one the
U.S. has had in decades. Its
outcome could set the course
of the country for at least 10
years.
With just over a week to go
until the Nov. 6 balloting, and
with early voting under way in
states that allow it, the outcome

is very much up for grabs.
Public opinion polls have
shown consistent leads for
Democrats and worker allies to
take back the U.S. House and
pick up some key governorships, notably in Michigan,
Illinois, Ohio and possibly
Georgia and Florida.
But polls have been wrong
in the past, especially when
African-Americans seek top
jobs. Democrats Andrew
Gillum, the mayor of
Tallahassee in Florida, Stacey
Abrams, the state house minority leader in Georgia, and Ben
Jealous, the former NAACP
head in Maryland, all seek governorships. Gillum and especially Abrams must fight GOP
voter suppression, too.

Meanwhile, both major parties and outside shady dark
money special interests poured
millions of dollars into a mass
airwaves campaign. Total
spending already tops $1 billion. Just one gubernatorial tilt,
in Illinois, shattered the $200
million mark – and that was by
July.
In all this, workers and their
allies are campaigning nationwide on economic themes. The
GOP’s $1.2 trillion tax cut for
corporations and the rich is a
big talking point – and voters
realize it doesn’t trickle down
to them. And both Democrats
and workers are trumpeting the
GOP’s past and present efforts
See MIDTERMS...page 5

In Minnesota, you can register to vote on Election Day
There’s still time to vote
early, register to vote, or prepare for voting in person.
Here’s what you need to know,
courtesy of the Minnesota
Secretary of State website.
To register at your polling
place on Election Day, bring
one of the following to prove
your residence:
• ID with current name and
address, such as a valid
Minnesota driver’s license,
learner’s permit or ID, or a
receipt for any of these; or a
tribal ID with name, address,
photo and signature.
• Photo ID and a document
with current name and address,
(the ID can be expired), such as
a driver’s license, state ID or
learner’s permit issued by any
state; U.S. passport; U.S.
Military or Veteran ID; tribal
ID with name, signature and
photo; Minnesota university,
college or technical college ID;
Minnesota high school ID.
• An approved document,
which can be shown on an
electronic device, including a
bill, account or start-of-service
statement due or dated within
30 days of the election for
phone, TV, internet, solidwaste, sewer, electric, gas or

water service; banking or credit card; rent or mortgage; residential lease or rent agreement
valid through Election Day; or
a current student fee statement.
• A registered voter from
your precinct can go with you
to the polling place to sign an
oath confirming your address.
This is known as “vouching.”
A registered voter can vouch
for up to eight voters. You cannot vouch for others if someone vouched for you.
• College student ID with
housing list. Colleges and universities may send election
officials a student housing list.
If you are on the list, show your
college photo ID to complete
your registration.

• Valid registration in the
same precinct. If you are registered in the precinct but
changed names or moved within the same precinct, you only
need to tell the election judge
your previous name or address.
• Notice
of
Late
Registration. If you registered
to vote within 20 days of the
election, you may get a Notice
of Late Registration in the
mail. Bring it with you and use
it as your proof of residence to
register.
• If you live in a residential facility, a staff person can
go with you to the polling place
to confirm your address. A staff
person can vouch for all eligible voters living in the facility.

State and federal elections
are held from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
All voters have at least one
location where they can vote
early in person with an absentee ballot. Depending on where
you live, there may be additional locations.

You can vote in person at
your county election office.
Some cities and towns offer inperson absentee voting. Check
with your city clerk’s office for
more information. The last day
to vote early in person is
Monday, November 5

Vote
Brandon Larson
for

St. Louis County Auditor
Accountability • Hard Work • Leadership
Experienced - 12 years as Deputy Auditor
“THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT”

www.brandonlarsonforauditor.com
Facebook Page: @BrandonLarsonforAuditor

Please vote November 6th
PREPARED AND PAID FOR BY BRANDON LARSON IN HIS OWN BEHALF

We Accept the
Challenge

Donʼt know where to turn?

Dial 2-1-1 or 1-800-543-7709 or visit
www.211unitedway.org
Get connected to resources in Minnesota and Wisconsin

PLEASE MENTION THIS LABOR WORLD AD

For services provided by the Community Services Program
sponsored by the Duluth AFL-CIO Central Labor Body and
the Head of the Lakes United Way...Call 218-726-4775

Rachel Loeffler-Kemp, Director
424 West Superior St.
Suite 402
Duluth, MN 55802

A Guide to Duluth’s Labor
History: Second Edition
Erik Peterson, Richard Hudelson, and Larry Sillanpa

$2 each
6 for $10
225 for $360
Labor World
Room 110
Labor Temple

218-728-4469
laborworld@
qwestoffice.net
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AFL-CIO
Community Services

Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 10

Retirees’ Luncheon
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 1 p.m.
Trapper Pete’s, Cloquet

1306 Hwy. 45, Exit 239
We will have speakers on health care. RSVP
to Dick Barlage, patch40@juno.com or
390-6112. Retirees and guests welcome!

DIVORCE • PATERNITY
CUSTODY/PARENTING TIME
GRANDPARENTING RIGHTS
STEP PARENT ADOPTIONS
FELONIES • DUI/DWI
MISDEMEANORS • OFPS/HROS

I.U.O.E. Local 70
Monthly Arrowhead Regional Meeting
Thursday, November 8, 2018, 5 p.m.
Duluth Labor Center, Hall C (Heaney)
Dave Monsour, Business Manager, (651) 646-4566
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Vote, but don’t stop there
By Catherine Conlan
One of my favorite online
cartoons addresses the challenge of balancing everyday
adult responsibilities with a
lifetime of effort, describing
the difficulty of realizing it’s
time to get your act together.
“I sit myself down and tell
myself how I'm going to start
cleaning the house every day
and paying my bills on time
and replying to emails before
my inbox reaches quadruple
digits,” writes Allie Brosh of
Hyperbole and a Half, describing what looks like my life
every six weeks or so.
This burst of effort is effective — but short-lived. “I begin
to feel like I've accomplished
my goals,” Brosh writes. “It's
like I think that adulthood is
something that can be earned
like a trophy in one monumental burst of effort and then
admired and coveted for the
rest of one's life.”
It’s easy to feel this way
about an election. About this
time in every election cycle, I
think of this cartoon, because
we’re all talking about a “home
stretch” and “last lap” and “finish line,” as if an election is
something one side or the other
can win and put on the shelf to
admire for years to come.
It’s hard not to feel excited
the candidates Labor has
endorsed. They’re undeniably

clear choices; true friends of
working people who have
demonstrated again and again
their support for organized labor
and progressive values. The
Walz-Flanagan team is dynamite; Tim Walz has been a union
member his whole career and
Peggy Flanagan has brought a
dynamic energy and put her
own engaging spin on what can
often be an overlooked role (I
am definitely a fan).
Former lieutenant governor
and current U.S. Senator Tina
Smith, tapped by Governor
Dayton to replace Al Franken,
has made the seat her own with
thorough and resolute policymaking. Her colleague, Sen.
Amy Klobuchar, shone during
the Kavanaugh hearings with
her calm and pointed questions
that skillfully revealed the latter’s terrible fit as a Supreme
Court justice.
I’ve been involved in DFL
politics for awhile but haven’t
ever had a chance to talk with
Keith Ellison until I buttonholed him at the Duluth Labor
Day picnic this year. It was the
end of a long day and it was
clear both of us were ready to
pack it in, but I was impressed
by his instant and intense interest in talking with me about
labor issues in a way that went
beyond everyday politicking. I
vote straight ticket, but he
earned my good feeling about
my vote for AG in that moment.
And talking one-on-one with
LABOR WORLD
(ISSN#0023-6667) is published
Joe Radinovich makes it obvisemi-monthly except one issue in ous he’s a thoughtful and dediApril, June, December (21 issues). cated successor to represent the
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and determination in the face of
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812.
Periodicals postage is paid at a dirty campaign against him
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has been inspiring. You can’t go
POSTMASTER:
wrong voting for him.
Send address changes to:
Julie Blaha, former AFLLabor World, 2002 London Rd.,
Room 110, Duluth, MN 55812 CIO treasurer running for state
auditor, is another clear choice,
S-70
7
and Steve Simon will continue
(218) 728-4469
to be a steady hand at secretary
FAX: (218) 724-1413
of state. I’m a rural 3A voter
laborworld@qwestoffice.net
for Rob Ecklund, but would be
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Election 2018:
The right wing’s smokescreen

If you’re on the fence, now
is the time to decide. But once
our Labor-backed candidates
win, it’s vital that we remember that only a tiny part of the
work is done, that victory is not
a trophy to put on the shelf.
The energy we put into
door-knocking, phone-banking
and GOTV efforts is massive.
But it must be matched by the
energy we put into connecting
with co-workers, confronting
and engaging with friends and
family members, discussing
with respectful opponents and
fighting for allies every day of
the year.
Voting is not an end game.
It’s an action in a series, a step
in a journey, a data point in an
arc toward justice. Voting can
keep union-busters from making policy, but it does not eliminate rat contractors, greedy
employers or abusive bosses. It
can keep bigots out of political
positions, but does not end bigotry in our workplaces or the
public square.
Instead, we vote to lay down
a smooth foundation — executive, legislative and judicial —
upon which we can stand as we
dismantle the policies that hurt
people. It puts allies in positions of power to amplify our
voices as we hold employers
and governments alike accountable to all people, and build
institutions that serve everyone.
Vote for the Labor-endorsed
candidates on November 6. And
keep fighting on November 7.

Fair
Use Notice
The Labor World may contain
copyrighted material the use of which
has not always been specifically
authorized by the copyright owner.
We make such material available in
our efforts to advance understanding
of labor, economic, political, human
rights, democracy, social justice, and
environmental issues. We believe this
constitutes a 'fair use' of any such
copyrighted material as provided for
in Section 107, US Copyright Law.
In accordance with Title 17
U.S.C. Section 107, the material in
this paper and on the website is distributed without profit to those who
have expressed an interest in receiving the included information for educational purposes.

At the risk of repeating ourselves, voters — union and
non-union, women, men, older
people, college youth, AfricanAmerican, white, AsianAmerican, Native American,
gay, straight, purple with pink
polka dots, whomever —
should be aware of the right
wing’s smokescreen before
they cast their votes this fall.
Right-wing GOP President
Donald Trump, who has made
himself the issue in this midterm election, has led the way
with his tweets, rants, hate,
obfuscations and outright lies.
The latest is that several
thousand women and children
fleeing violence-torn Central
American nations, many of
them seeking asylum, and
walking their way across
Mexico to the U.S. border are
an “invading army” of gang
members and Middle Eastern
terrorists, paid for by the
Democrats. And he’s going to
send the U.S. Army to stop
them.
Trump’s lies and rants
about those refugees are in line
with the right’s prior record, all
to cover up what it really has
done to us during the years of
unified GOP rule in D.C.:
• An economy that works
for the 1 percent and — let’s be
blunt — trashes the rest of us.
Sure, unemployment is
down below 4 percent, for the
first time since the closing
months of the Clinton administration. But remember the
ensuing crashes, brought to
you by right-wing deregulation
of financiers, corporate capitalists pocketing billions of our
dollars and financial fraudsters
and finaglers who cost you
your jobs, your homes, your
pensions and your college
kids’ educations. And don’t
forget their big gift to themselves: “Free trade” a.k.a
NAFTA.
Who caused that? Trump,
his GOP allies and, before him,
their corporate puppeteers.
Who tries to fix it, however imperfectly? Not Trump.
Not
the
Republicans.
Organized labor and its allies.
How are they doing it? A
$1.2 trillion-plus federal tax
cut for corporations and the 1
percent. It’s put millions in the
pockets of Wall Street fraudsters and billions in the pockets
of corporate crooks — who
have hoarded it for themselves
and their boards. Workers?
Forget it.

And more tax cuts for corporations and the 1 percent at
the state level, even by slashing education spending, thus
starving school kids and forcing teachers to take food
stamps.
Guess how they’ll try to
quench the red ink that produced. GOP Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell’s
answer, in the Washington
Post: Cut Social Security. Cut
Medicare. Cut Medicaid. But
don’t cut the tax cut for corporate crooks and the 1 percent.
Make those slashes permanent.
Oh, by the way, individual
tax breaks for those who aren’t
the 1 percent expire in 2025.
• How do they get away
with it? They use the “Big Lie”
technique of Joseph Goebbels,
Adolf Hitler’s right-hand man
and propaganda minister. With
Trump as the lead liar.
“A lie once told remains a
lie, but a lie told a thousand
times becomes the truth,”
Goebbels said. Sounds like
Trump’s modus operandi.
“As the 2018 midterms
approach, Republicans want
voters to fear a caravan of
migrants headed toward the
U.S.-Mexico border,” says
Alex Gertz of the progressive
watchdog
group
Media
Matters for America.
• The latest lie from
Trump and his puppets is that
they’ll make sure insurers
still cover people with preexisting conditions. Having
failed at repealing the
Affordable Care Act —
which established such coverage — the nation’s red state
attorneys general are suing to
get the courts to toss the ACA
as unconstitutional.
•
Trump
and
the
Republicans now clog the
courts with right-wing judges,
and not just Brett Kavanaugh
and Neil Gorsuch. Those
judges will find legal ways to
uphold right-wing ideology —
and smash workers in the bargain. They’ve already started.
We couldn’t find out who
originally said it, so we will:
“Trickle-down
economics
never worked. It never has and
never will.”
And Trump’s smokescreen
and big lies — “Make America
Great Again”, immigrants are
“rapists and criminals,” and on
and on and on — all cover up
that one big economic fact.
Remember it when you enter
the polling booth. — PAI
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GOTV: High-stakes midterms brings clear choices...from page 1
have gone unheeded as the
election approaches.
Last week, the DFL sued St.
Louis County to get access to
the emails. As this paper was
going to press, a judge ruled
that St. Louis County must stop
refusing to release the emails.
Earlier in October, a state court
ruled that the emails were public, but the county had still not
released them.
“The public has the right to
know what is in the emails Pete
Stauber sent from his taxpayer
funded county email account
while he was on county time,”
said DFL Executive Director
Corey Day. “Transparency and
accountability are vital in
maintaining trust in government and in our public officials, and thus far, Pete Stauber
has fallen far short on both
counts.”
Labor-endorsed candidates
visited the Labor Temple last

week for a rally and a reaffirmation of their commitment to
labor issues such as protecting
pensions and retirement, making healthcare affordable and
accessible to all and fighting
so-called “right-to-work” policies that are directly harming
workers by lowering wages
and quality of life in states such
as Wisconsin and Indiana.
Radinovich spoke passionately rally, saying that turning
down corporate money while
welcoming the support of
unions was not a double standard. “If people think that I’m
going to go to Washington and
work on behalf of teachers, and
nurses, and electricians, carpenters, steelworkers, painters
and glaziers —”
“Don’t forget any of them,”
interrupted Senator Tina Smith
as the friendly crowd cheered
and laughed.
“If people think I’m going

to work on their behalf, they’re
damn right I am!” Radinovich
finished.
Across all races, the stakes
are high. The gubernatorial
campaign of Tim Walz and
Peggy Flanagan, for example,
has adopted “Walz or
Wisconsin” as a tagline, as
right to work (for less), infrastructure investment, pension
protection, affordable quality
health care and Social Security
would all be targeted under a
Republican-led state government.
“This election comes down
to the basic premise of one side
telling you what you can’t do,
and one side telling you what
we can do together,” Walz said.
“The other side has fundamentally misread us. We don’t fear
the future in this state, we create it.”
“This crew knows that we
have to put people at the center

School levy also on Duluth ballot
In addition to electing people to various seats, Duluth
voters will have the opportunity to renew and increase education funding for the Duluth
Public Schools. In response to
community survey results, the
school district came up with
three questions that will
address class size, classroom
technology, teacher training
and curriculum support.
Question 1 maintains the
current levy investment and
does not result in a property tax
increase.
Question 2 addresses class
size and would add about 25

teacher across the district and
support financial stability. It
would result in a tax increase
of $8.64 per month on the
average home, valued at
$150,000.
Question 3 upgrades classroom technology across the
district and improves staff
development. It would add
another $5.03 per month on the
average home tax amount.
If Question 1 fails, 2 and 3
automatically fail. If Question
2 fails, 3 automatically fails.
The Duluth Central Labor
Body has endorsed a YES vote
on all three questions.

I would greatly
appreciate your
support on
Tuuesday,
6th!
November 8th!

Mary
Ma
ary

Murrphy
Murphy
for STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Paid for by the Mary Murphy Volun
nteer Committee, 5180 W Arrowhead Road,
Hermanttown, MN 55811, Kandise Garrison, Treasurer

Vote on November 6!
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of politics,” Smith said, gesturing to the crowd. “People are
looking for something to lift
them up.”
There’s plenty of work that
still needs to be done. So far,
volunteers and union release
staff have knocked more than
26,000 union doors throughout
the Eighth District, said Jason
Metsa, field coordinator for the
Northeast Area Labor council.
“We still have more to do if
we’re going to bring this election home.”
Looking to volunteer?
Metsa said there are several
options: Zone leads can work
with you to pull together a list
of undecided union brothers
and sisters to call or send a letter to; put out fliers for
endorsed candidates at work
sites, or sign up for Get Out the
Vote shifts on November 3, 4, 5
and 6 out of Wellstone Hall at
the Labor Temple.

WI AFL-CIO Endorsed
Candidates
Governor
Tony Evers
Lieutenant Governor
Mandela Barnes
State Treasurer
Sarah Godlewski
Secretary of State
Doug La Follette
Attorney General
Josh Kaul
United States Senate
Tammy Baldwin
U.S. Congress District 7
Margaret Engebretson
State Senate District 25
Janet Bewley
State Assembly District 73
Nick Milroy

• Chief Deputy
Auditor for 11 years
• Masters of
Business
Administration
“I’ve worked hard for
Labor in the past,
and I’ll work hard for
Labor in the future!”

Thanks to the Cloquet School District for a
PLA on work at Washington Elementary!

The Twin Ports Construction Liaison Committee
We meet regularly to ensure that customers who use our
services are getting the best bang for their construction dollar.
A Project Labor Agreement is a great way to accomplish that!

• Amendola Builders

• Associated General Contractors of MN
• A.W. Kuettel
• Belknap Electric
• Bricklayers #1
• Carpenters #361
• Cement Masons #633
• Duluth Builders Exchange • Four Star • Holden Electric • Hunt Electric • IBEW #242
• Insulators #49
• Iron Workers #512
• Jamar
• J.R. Jensen
• Johnson-Wilson
• Kraus-Anderson
• Laborers #1091
• Lakehead Constructors
• Minnesota LECET
• NECA Twin Ports Arrowhead Chapter
• Northern Mechanical/Plumbing Contractors
• Northland Constructors
• Operating Engineers #49
• Operating Engineers #139
• Oscar J. Boldt
• Painters #106
• Parsons Electric
• Plumbers & Steamfitters #11
• Ray Riihiluoma
• Sheet Metal Workers #10
• Swanson & Youngdale
• Veit Disposal

If you have a project in mind, no matter how big
or small, we will take the stress out of it for you!
Call TPCLC, 218-728-6895, you’ll be glad you did!
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Midterms: Key races across nation can protect workers’ gains...from page 1
to demolish the Obama-era
Affordable Care Act, especially its protections for people
with pre-existing conditions.
In yet one of many lies,
Republicans now say they plan
to protect those vulnerable people, while Democrats would
not. That’s despite more than
60 congressional rollcalls, all
pushed by the GOP, to repeal
the ACA. Such is the tenor of
the 2018 GOP campaign.
The goal they’re fighting
over: Whether Democrats gain
at least 24 U.S. House seats, thus
wresting control from the worker-hating Republican majority.
That’s why the 2018 election
is so important. Most of the 36
governors chosen this fall will
have a big say in who represents
you and me after the 2020 census reallots U.S. House seats
among the states, and state legislative seats within them. In all
but six states – Iowa, California
and Arizona among them – governors and legislatures make
those decisions.
Wisconsin unionists feel
confident about their chances
of knocking off right-wing
GOP Gov. Scott Walker, author

of the infamous Act 10, which
emasculated the Badger State’s
public worker unions – sparing
those few unions that endorsed
him for the top job when he
first ran in 2010. But Walker
survived three prior elections,
including a recall labor pushed.
Recent polls give the
Democratic and union-backed
nominee, Tony Evers, the state
superintendent of public
instruction, an average lead of
3.6 percentage points, but the
most recent survey gives
Walker a 1-point lead. Both are
within the margin of error.
Other key races include:
OHIO: Sen. Sherrod
Brown (D) is campaigning as if
he’s in trouble, but he isn’t, in
swing state Ohio. The big race
is for the open governor’s chair
between Democrat Richard
Cordray and Republican Mike
DeWine. The two faced off
once before, and DeWine won.
This time, Cordray, the candidate of the party establishment
and the AFL-CIO, is leading.
The other big-impact race in
the Buckeye State is a referendum putting state legislative
redistricting in the hands of a

non-partisan commission.
INDIANA: Democratic Sen.
Joe Donnelly has been a GOP
target in this increasingly red
state ever since an extreme rightwing radical beat incumbent
Republican Sen. Richard Lugar
in the party primary six years
ago, handing Donnelly the seat.
Outside “dark money” groups
have poured millions of dollars
into the race in the Hoosier State,
trying to knock him off.
The state fed is campaigning
for Donnelly. GOP businessman Mike Braun, who hitched
himself to Trump’s coattails
and who enthusiastically backs
Kavanaugh’s ascension to the
Supreme Court, has traded the
poll lead back and forth with
Donnelly. Braun beat two
incumbent GOP congressmen
in the party primary.
MISSOURI: Sen. Claire
McCaskill, D-Mo., is – again –
trying to keep down GOP margins in rural areas outside the
state’s Democratic bastions of
Kansas City and St. Louis city.
She’s also a strong union ally
who touts her support of the
ACA and of its required coverage of people with pre-existing

conditions, while hitting her
foe, state Attorney General
Josh Hawley, for joining other
GOP state attorneys general in
suing to kill the ACA.
PENNSYLVANIA: If proworker forces are to retake the
U.S. House, Pennsylvania,
Virginia and California may be
why. The state Supreme Court
redrew the Keystone State’s
congressional district lines,
tossing out the heavily GOPgerrymandered prior district
map. In a swing state, the legislature drew a map that gave
Democrats and workers only
five of the 18 districts – until
Conor Lamb, an open, vocal
and vociferous union supporter, narrowly won a special
election earlier this year in a
district Trump had won by 20
percentage points.
VIRGINIA: Another GOPgerrymandered state where voters could turn the tables on the
Republicans, especially around
its urban areas. One GOP lawmaker, Barbara Comstock,
looks likely to lose a longtime
GOP-held seat in the rapidly
diversifying D.C. suburbs to
pro-worker Democratic State

Sen. Jennifer Wexton. Three
other Republicans are in varying degrees of danger, in a delegation that is now 7-4
Republican. Energized female
candidates oppose them, too.
And remember, Virginia voters
elected the nation’s first-ever
transgender state lawmaker,
Democrat – and newspaper
reporter – Danica Roem, in
2017.
TEXAS: Almost all of
organized labor backs Rep.
Beto O’Rourke, D-El Paso,
who is of Hispanic-American
ancestry, in his close U.S.
Senate race against extreme
right-wing GOP incumbent
Ted Cruz, one of the mosthated men in his own party.
O’Rourke’s voting record
produced high pro-labor scores
but also a 49 percent mark
from the Chamber of
Commerce. He’s energized
Texas Democrats in a way that
hasn’t been seen in the deepred state in a quarter of a century. But Texas is 51st in the
nation (including D.C.) in
turnout percentages in midterm elections. So O’Rourke
concentrates on that.

NOW IS THE TIME TO
MAKE YOUR VOICE
HEARD!
Be sure to vote on Tuesday, November 6. The AFL-CIO makes
endorsements at the state and local level for candidates who give us the best chance for progress.
Bring someone with you to the polls, especially a child, and show them how important and easy voting
is! Call your city clerk (Duluth, 723-3340) or county auditor (St. Louis Co., 726-2385) for voting
requirements & locations.
Politics begin at your dinner table, in your neighborhood, and at your worksite.
Help others realize how important politics and voting are in the lives of working families.
These candidates have earned labor’s endorsement because they understand labor’s issues.
U.S. Senator (special election): Tina Smith
U.S. Senator: Amy Klobuchar
Governor/Lt. Governor: Tim Walz/Peggy Flanagan
Attorney General: Keith Ellison
State Auditor: Julie Blaha
Secretary of State: Steve Simon
U.S. Congress, 8th District: Joe Radinovich
Minnesota House District 5A: Pat Medure

Minnesota House District 6A: Julie Sandstede
Minnesota House District 6B: David Lislegard
Minnesota House District 7A: Jennifer Schultz
Minnesota House District 7B: Liz Olson
Minnesota House District 3A: Rob Ecklund
Minnesota House District 3B: Mary Murphy
St. Louis County Board, District 1: Frank Jewell
YES YES YES on Duluth School District levy referendum

Paid for by NEALC PAC 2092 London Rd. Duluth, MN 55812
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News Guild calls for investigation of Khashoggi murder
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
The News Guild and 29 other
news and journalism groups
are discussing their next moves
to pressure both the U.S. and
the Saudi governments after
the Saudi-ordered murder of
outspoken dissident journalist
Jamal Khashoggi.
But News Guild President
Bernie Lunzer added, in a brief
telephone interview, that he
does not expect much of a
response from the GOP Trump
administration.
“I’m sure they’re not going
to come up with the truth at the
White House,” he said.
Khashoggi, a frequent contributing columnist — not a
regular staffer — for the Guild-

represented Washington Post,
entered the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul on Oct. 2 to pick up
paperwork for his marriage to a
Turkish woman. He never
emerged alive. She did not go
in.
Khashoggi’s final and
posthumous column, headlined
“What the Arab world needs
most:
Free
expression,”
declares: “The Arab world
needs a modern version of the
old transnational media so citizens can be informed…More
important, we need to provide
a platform for Arab voices.”
Turkey said it has an audio
of Khashoggi’s murder and
dismemberment. It hasn’t
shared the audio with U.S. officials, though. And Trump has
waffled — at best — on Saudi

responsibility for his murder,
frequently retreating to saying
Saudi relations with the U.S.
on fighting terrorism and on oil
are more important.
The 30 groups, including
the News Guild, wrote the
Saudi ambassador to the U.S.,
demanding “a full investigation” of Khashoggi’s disappearance, before the disappearance was renamed a murder. A
team of 15 was sent from Saudi
Arabia to Istanbul for the
killing.
Besides the letter, The
News Guild is asking its parent
union, the Communications
Workers, to have members
urge lawmakers to commit to a
free and full investigation of
the crime. Khashoggi fled to
the U.S. several years ago

under pressure from the Saudi
monarchical government.
“The threat of violence, kidnapping or death to journalists
seeking truth and reporting it is
dangerous to freedom and
democracy,” the joint letter
said. “It is important that officials do everything in their
power to” discover what happened to Khashoggi “and hold
those responsible for his disappearance accountable.”
Lunzer is not the only one
who expects little from Trump
in the Khashoggi murder case.
The president’s close relationship with Saudi leaders, particularly
Crown
Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, the
nation’s de facto ruler, combined with the top-down nature
of the Saudi government, set

off alarm bells elsewhere.
After reviewing earlier
intelligence on the case, Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Bob Corker, RTenn., told the Post the Trump
administration
“clamped
down” on sharing information
about Khashoggi’s fate.
“Everything points not just
to Saudi Arabia, but to MBS,”
the crown prince’s nickname,
Corker said. “This could not
have happened without his
approval.”
“As much as the White
House is eager to absolve
MBS, the rogue cover-up” of
Khashoggi’s murder “is unraveling before it’s even official,”
retired CIA Saudi Arabia analyst Bruce Riedel also told the
paper.

DOL urged to restore Obama-era overtime eligibility rule that Trump dumped
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
Millions of workers, most of
them working women, would
benefit if the Trump Labor
Department reversed course
and restores the larger and
more comprehensive overtime
pay eligibility rule former
President Barack Obama’s
DOL promulgated in 2016,
worker advocates told department officials on Oct. 17.
But
whether
Heidi
Shierholz of the Economic
Policy Institute, Judy Conti of
the National Employment
Law Project, Judy Feldman of
the National Women’s Law
Center and other pro-worker
speakers had any impact at
DOL’s sixth “listening session” on overtime is unlikely.
That’s because the Labor
Department official chairing
the 2-hour session in D.C. —
after prior sessions in
Atlanta, Seattle, Kansas City,
Denver and Providence, R.I.
— said the agency wouldn’t
publish anything on overtime
until March.
It’s also because Trump
ordered DOL to dump
Obama’s rule in the first place.
And a corporate lawsuit
against the rule led a GOPnamed federal judge in deepred rural Texas to stop it last
year, nationwide, too. Trump’s
Labor Secretary, Alex Acosta,
previously told senators he
believes overtime should
cover workers — those not
covered by union contracts —
who earn up to $32,000 yearly.
Obama’s rule raised the
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Maisto said adjuncts are now this hearing, the department
75 percent of all college facul- should urge the Justice
‘You shouldn’t be able to pay workers for
ty.
Department to defend the
40 hours, but work them for 80.’
“They work full-time hours 2016 rule,” Feldman said.
for part-time pay, unless Trump’s Justice Department
they’re unionized. Meanwhile, refuses to do so. Feldman also
— Judy Conti, National Employment Law Project
all teachers were very disap- noted the “executive, adminispointed” when even Obama’s trative, professional” exempDOL exempted them from tion still would leave highercurrent pay eligibility cap fell under that year’s overtime overtime as “professionals.”
paid women — such as
from $23,660 — set in 2005 pay cap.
“Rather than continuing lawyers — out.
— to $47,476. He also tightEvery year the overtime
ened an “executive, adminis- pay threshold “is not indexed,
Jen Schultz
trative and professional” it erodes the standard” — and
exemption that eliminated the number of protected workRepresentative, Minnesota House District 7A
millions of workers from ers — “even more,” she
DFL and Labor Endorsed
overtime pay eligibility.
added. And maintaining
That left Shierholz, Conti, Obama’s
overtime
rule
An Economist for the People
Feldman and Maria Maisto of “would have been excellent”
New Faculty Majority, which for workers “and an excellent
Please vote on Tuesday, November 6
speaks for unorganized (non- use of government resources”
union) adjunct professors, to by cutting down the lawsuits
argue for workers. So did a over the reach of the loophole. 5HSUHVHQWLQJWKHFLWL]HQVRI'XOXWK¶V'LVWULFW$KDVEHHQD
speaker from AARP, who
“You shouldn’t be able to SOHDVXUHDQGYHU\UHZDUGLQJ,ZRXOGDSSUHFLDWH
noted older workers are the pay workers for 40 hours, but \RXUVXSSRUWWRFRQWLQXHP\ZRUNRQ\RXUEHKDOI
fastest-growing workforce work them for 80,” Conti told
segment and must often take DOL. Indeed, she pointed out, DQGIRUWKH6WDWHRI0LQQHVRWD
jobs below their skills — until one original purpose of the
their bosses “promote” them 1938 Fair Labor Standards 3UHSDUHGDQGSDLGIRUE\WKH-HQQLIHU6FKXOW]9ROXQWHHU&RPPLWWHH
32%R['XOXWK01
to deny them overtime.
Act, which established over“Almost 75 percent of time pay for toiling more than
those who would have benefit- 40 hours a week, was to
ed” from Obama’s overtime encourage employers to hire
pay rule change “have fallen more workers, rather than
through the cracks” since the employ fewer workers and
Bush rule stayed unchanged, pay them overtime.
Shierholz, EPI’s policy direcAnd forcing more workers
tor, said. “Look at DOL’s own to toil overtime, paid or
analysis” in 2016, she urged. unpaid, “takes them away Minnesota House of Representatives
District 11A
Indeed, inflation has eaten from their families and their
away so much at the overtime children and, studies show,
pay rule, that it now covers endangers their health,” Conti We need every Union Member we
fewer than 10 percent of all added.
can get in the legislature to continue the
workers, Shierholz noted. The
That goes not just for the
Obama rule Trump dumped fast food workers — misclas- progress we’ve made! I appreciate your vote on
would have raised that share sified as managers and denied Tuesday, November 6, so I can go back to St.
to one-third. When DOL first overtime pay, an employment
started keeping records, in lawyer from Philadelphia said Paul and keep advocating for working families.
1965, 60 percent of workers — but the adjunct professors. Prepared/paid for by Sundin Volunteer Comm., PO Box 193, Esko, MN 55733

Rep. Mike

SUNDIN
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Klobuchar talks pension support
Union leaders and representatives highlighted the role of
pensions last week, as
Teamsters hosted an event educating members about the status of the Central States
Pension Fund.
“We know what a critical
moment this is,” said DFL U.S.
Senator Klobuchar, who’s
been involved with supporting
pensions throughout her
career.
Klobuchar said about
70,000 Minnesotans are
enrolled in pensions plans that
are facing financial issues,
including 20,000 people in the
Central States Pension Fund,
the Teamsters’ fund.
Joe Radinovich, the laborendorsed DFL candidate for
the 8th Congressional District,
added that with Republicans in
charge, safety nets for everyone are in danger. “Pensions
are the front line of the fight,”
he said, adding that other
retirement protections such as
Medicare and Social Security
are also being targeted.
John Murphy, international
vice president of the IBT, has
been traveling the country educating retirees and beneficiaries about the Butch Lewis Act.
The Butch Lewis Act is a legislative proposal that could
help solve the multiemployer

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar headlined a talk updating
people on the status of the Central States Pension Fund
and legislative efforts to fund pensions properly.
pension underfunding crisis Hartley, a drop in membership
for less money than propping rates and automation leading to
up the Pension Benefit fewer workers. The Butch
Guaranty Corporation, which Lewis Act would make the
currently serves as a funder of PBGC more of a financial partlast resort.
ner in the success of pensions,
“It’s not just about Central Murphy said.
States,” Murphy said. About
During her visit to Duluth,
130 pension plans are expected Klobuchar also met with fireto run out of money in the next fighters to talk about the
15 to 20 years, while another Firefighter Cancer Registry,
200 plans are at risk of collaps- which she supports. The
ing over the long-term.
national registry, approved earMurphy said this pension lier this year, will research and
crisis affects about 3.5 million analyze the rate of cancer in
workers and retirees, as well as firefighters, which some say is
another million or so spouses. growing, and help determine
Some of the issues putting whether there is a relationship
pensions at risk include attacks to the chemical exposure fireon unions starting with Taft- fighters experience on the job.

Warren Buffett’s paper votes to unionize

Vote on November 6!
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OMAHA (PAI)—Superinvestor Warren Buffett, the
third-richest person in the U.S.,
will soon be reading a union
newspaper at his breakfast
table.
That’s because staffers at
his hometown Omaha WorldHerald voted 93 percent-7 percent on Oct. 18 to unionize
with The News Guild. The new
unit will cover 80-90 staffers.
Buffett, an Omahan, has a
net worth of $88 billion,
according to the Forbes 400,
released earlier in October.
Interestingly enough, that same
list showed Buffett trails two
others, one of whom, Amazon
czar Jeff Bezos, owns The
Washington Post.
Bezos is first on Forbes,
with net worth approximately
double that of Buffett, a former
Post stockholder.
All this hasn’t stopped BH
Media, the World-Herald’s
owner, from downsizing and
letting staff go in pursuit of
profits at the expense of quality, just as other chains or financial firms – which have

increasingly bought up newspapers – do. That in turn led to
The Guild’s win.
“Many newsroom employees have gone 10 years with no
raises, and they have watched
as more than a dozen newsroom employees were laid off
or took early retirement in
February and August as part of
downsizing by BH Media,”
The Guild said.
“We organized The Omaha
World-Herald Guild to protect
a cherished Nebraska institution and to have a say in its
future,” 20-year columnist Erin
Grace told The Guild.

“Our efforts in creating this
Guild galvanized the staff and
deepened our sense of mission.
Now we invite the public to
join us in keeping WorldHerald journalism strong and
local for years to come,” Grace
said.
The win was fast, since
the union officially filed
election recognition cards on
Sept. 13.
Union leaders in deep-red
Nebraska supported The Guild.
State AFL-CIO President
Susan Martin called the win “a
courageous step in uncertain
times for the news industry.”
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Union leaders, Jewish Labor Committee condemn bigoted, violent rhetoric
By Mark Gruenberg
PAI Staff Writer
WASHINGTON (PAI)—
Two union leaders, D. Taylor
of Unite Here and Mary Kay
Henry of the Service
Employees, plus the Jewish
Labor Committee, faulted top
U.S. political leaders, implicitly or explicitly, for fomenting
the environment that led to the
anti-Semitic synagogue massacre in Pittsburgh and other
recent acts of hate.
Other union leaders, including Teachers President Randi
Weingarten, the presidents of
both her Pennsylvania state
affiliate and her Pittsburgh
local, the Pennsylvania state
AFL-CIO,
and
Communications
Workers
President Chris Shelton – who
grew up in the Bronx, which
has a large Jewish population –
also voiced outrage.
Other recent terrorist acts
included a gunman, unable to
enter an African-American
church in Louisville, Kent.,
going to a nearby store and
shooting down two AfricanAmerican shoppers, and the 14
pipe bombs, sent to prominent
Democrats whom Republican
President Donald Trump has
slammed, slandered and
sneered at by name, plus the
Cable News Network.
But it was Robert Bowers’
hatred of Jews and massacre of
11 worshipers at Tree of Life
synagogue, by after postings
on social media that he was
going to act, that drew the most
recent outrage. That included
Taylor blaming Trump by
name for fostering the hate that
leads to such terrorism.

Trump said he will visit
Pittsburgh Tuesday – even
though leaders of the city’s
Jewish community sent an
open letter to the White House
Monday asking him to stay
away. They also posted it
online, and 35,000+ other people have signed it.
“Anti-Semitism is not
something new,” said Taylor.
“Sadly, there has been an
increase in incidents of antiSemitism in this country
recently. We all remember the
images of neo-Nazis marching
in Charlottesville, Va., and the
president’s moral equivalency
in the face of that. Unite Here
members
oppose
antiSemitism in every form.”
“The president said yesterday ‘the scourge of antiSemitism cannot be tolerated.’
We agree and we re-commit
ourselves as a union to eradicate wherever it shows its face.
We also demand our political
leaders, especially our president, cease and desist from fanning the flames of fear and hate
in our country by their divisive
rhetoric. Their words have consequences.”
That was also a theme of
many of the nationwide rallies,
including one that drew hundreds of people after sundown
on the night of Oct. 27 to
Lafayette Square, right in front
of the White House. Called by
Bend the Arc, a progressive
Jewish organization, it drew an
interfaith group of people and
speakers. Many of them, too,
laid the blame on Trump, and
more than one said the
response must come at the ballot box on Nov. 6. A second

demonstration occurred the recent case of domestic terror- demned and rejected not only
next day.
ism by a hate-filled home- by those directly affected, but
Similar themes echoed at a grown extremist, must be con- by all Americans.”
rally in downtown Chicago
which drew thousands of people and at similar mass events
from coast to coast. Excerpts of
comments from the other union
leaders included:
• Jewish Labor Committee:
“This violent terrorist act in
Pittsburgh was not the first,
although it was the largest such
attack against the American
Jewish community. Deflecting
Jennifer: I grew up here.
people’s fears, frustrations and
anxieties
toward
Jews,
Today I live in the house
refugees or any minority in
built by my great
society is not new.”
“This terrorist act was motigrandparents.
vated not only by hatred of
Jews, but also by hatred of
Stephanie: We
refugees and other migrants,
and of those organizations,
were both born
congregations, and communiand raised in Duluth.
ties aiding them,” JLC added,
Today we feel so
since the Pittsburgh gunman
had explicitly ranted against
fortunate to be
HIAS, the Hebrew Immigrant
Jennifer
able to raise our
Aid Society, which is now aidMcEwen
ing refugees and asylum-seekfamilies and earn
ers at the U.S.-Mexico border.
a living in the hometown that
“Bigotry did not arise from
nowhere. Anti-refugee sentiwe love.
ment, expressed in hate-filled
rhetoric by the most senior
Jennifer: Our deep roots in this
members of the government,
has been echoed and amplified
community help define who we are.
in social media and given legitimacy by the mainstream
Stephanie: Representing people
press. The coded messages of
anti-Semitism, racism and
who are friends, schoolmates, or
xenophobia are given free rein
acquaintances from around
not only in extreme alt-right
shadows, but increasingly in
town, is one of the most
the conservative mainstream.”
rewarding parts of
“The rapid rise of antiSemitic acts in the United
being a lawyer.
States, including this most

Jennifer: These
are our neighbors.
They are the
ones that I want
to advocate
for.

VOTE

Charles Maki
Cromwell-Wright School Board
ISD 95
IBEW LOCAL 242 ENDORSED

Stephanie

Balmer

Charles is a proud union member
of IBEW Local 242.
He is supporting Labor
in and out of our schools!

Please vote November 6!
Thank you!
Paid for by IBEW Local 242
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